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Time for Storytime and Wriggle, Giggle, Read!
Our regular children’s activities for 2018 are under way again in February. Wriggle, Giggle, 
Read for 0-2 year olds is on the first and third Wednesday morning each month from 10.30am 
-11.15am, starting 7 February. Preschool Storytime is on every Friday morning from 10.30am 
-11.30am, starting 9 February. Bring your 3-5 year old along to enjoy stories, craft and rhymes. 

Successful School Holiday Program

Many children enjoyed a great range of activities at the Library during the school holidays. Ann 
from Science on the Move had the children making slime, straw rockets and stubborn balls. 
Twilight Storytime for the little ones was a huge success as we read about the Hare and the 
Tortoise and 10 Hopping Bunnies.  Kids Bingo was very popular as usual, and the movie Cars 
3 was a great hit.

Exhibition in the Library Gallery – Inside 
Outside
Inside Outside... a new exhibition by Taree artist 
John Holme. Enjoy a great variety of pastels, acrylics, 
charcoal, monochrome, pen and wash works. For 
more details about John see the Art in the Area 
article in this magazine. The exhibition runs from 29 
January until 23 February. 
Print from anywhere? Seriously?
Yes, seriously. Now you can print from your smart phones, tablets and laptops and come in to 
your local branch of MidCoast Libraries to collect your print job. You can even send that print 
job off at any time of the day or night.  Just go to our website www.midcoastlibraries.com.au and 
click on the link under eServices to see the range of options.
In January many holiday makers who had need to print an attachment from an email, came into 
the library and were very pleased to be able to print their documents. This service is now very 
popular with our local residents too.

See you soon in the Library!!
Library Hours: Mon – Fri: 10am – 5pm, Sat: 10am – 12 noon. 

Art in the Area
John Holme
When I visited John at his home studio 
in Taree I knew immediately I had met 
somebody who thinks like me as far as how 
to set up a comfortable and productive 
studio. There was his easel made from 
a converted drawing board adjustable 
stand, a coffee machine close by and three 
paintings as ‘works in progress’. He was surrounded by paints, charcoal, pastels, paper and blank 
canvases. The window allowed plenty of natural light in and completed works covered every 
available space on the walls and were stacked against his workbench.

February Cover Photograph
by

David O’Hara
Lions Club of Hallidays Point

HALLIDAYS POINT BRANCH
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In conversation I learned John’s artistic endeavours had often taken second 
place to the real world which requires a paid job. For the first 18 years of 
his ‘working life’ he was an accountant, but he changed direction when 
he moved to Taree in 1978. That’s when he operated grocery stores where 
Aldi are now located and also at IGA’s present site at Chatham. When he 
sold his supermarket interests he enjoyed the challenges of a self-employed 
commission salesman, selling among other things hats and vacuum cleaners.
Food came back into his life when he established his own catering business 
and again when he worked at the Wingham Services Club. John has also 
involved himself over the years in many sporting activities including tennis, 
soccer, squash and golf. In addition, his interest in live theatre meant that 
from 1972 in Corowa and 1978 in Taree he has designed sets and backdrops 
(and painted them), produced promotional materials as well as acting! With 
home renovations, gardening, cooking, golf, reading and watching tv his time 
spent painting has to be very productive!
John and his partner Marilyn have recently travelled extensively in Bali 
which has provided the inspiration for a series of works to comprise his next 
exhibition. 
To see John’s current exhibition visit the library from 29 January till 23 
February. If you would like to see more of his work call John on 6552 6708 to 
arrange a visit to his studio.

Story by Fred Bullen

Monthly Book Review
The Moth
Thanks for the well wishes. I’m 
still unable to read but after a 
thoughtful present of a blue tooth 
speaker and an old mobile phone 
I’ve now entered the world of 
podcasts.
The Moth originated in the U.S. in 
1997, by poet and novelist George 
Green, who wanted to recreate the 
feeling of sultry summer evenings, 
when moths were attracted to the 
light on the porch where he and his friends would gather to tell stories. Green 
and his original group of storytellers called themselves The Moths. The story 
telling has now spread to both Sydney and Melbourne. 
The Moth is a venue for everyday, yet very special and brave people to tell 
their story, or at least part of their story in front of a live and appreciative 
audience. Some are funny, some are so sad they bring tears, but they are 
always interesting and usually about 10 to15 minutes short.
It’s like listening to an anthology of short stories but not so slick and it has 
saved my literary life from extinction.

Alana

Hallidays Point  
Community Group Inc.

Notice of AGM
Saturday February 10th 2pm

All members (and interested residents)  
are encouraged to attend  

our AGM at 28 Red Head Road, Red Head.
Agenda includes the election of a new executive  
and the status/ role of this group in the future.

Contact- Secretary HPCG: mandjlawson@gmail.com 
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Hallidays Point Community 
Liaison and Progress 
Association (CLAPA)
Council Community Plan/Capital Works Program

The CLAPA Committee has arranged a Public Meeting for  
WEDNESDAY 21 FEBRUARY 2018 COMMENCING 5.30 PM  

AT THE BLACK HEAD SURF LIFE SAVING CLUB
Purpose of the meeting is to:

• Set a Capital Works Program
• Ascertain funding available from Council 
• Section 94 Contributions from Developers that may be available
• Set priorities for a number of projects including:
• Walkway/Cycleway Black Head to Diamond Beach
• Skate Park
• Men’s Shed
• Other projects as raised at the Meeting
• Discuss grant funding that may be available

Local organisations are encouraged to discuss their needs and either present them at the Public 
Meeting or send them to CLAPA at the email address below. It is imperative we develop our Plan 
in conjunction with the Community and be ready to submit applications when Grant Programs 
are announced. Council representatives will be available to give advice.

Membership:
Please contact me for a Membership Application form should you wish to be part of 
our team to review the Community Plan and gain improved facilities for our area.  
Email is best – lynjohn4@bigpond.com

John Griffiths, President

Hallidays Point Anzac Memorial
The Lions Club of Hallidays Point in association 
with the Hallidays Point Anzac Day Committee 
have been successful in gaining a NSW Government 
Community Building Partnership Grant of $7,000 
to erect an Anzac Day Memorial adjacent to the 
Black Head Ocean Pool flagpole. The Anzac Day 
Committee will provide $2,500 toward the project.
Community feedback has supported a natural rock 
memorial 900mm high with a polished face with 
appropriate wording engraved to commemorate 
the spirit of the Anzacs. 

MidCoast Council have supported the memorial 
subject to engineering assessment. Advice is being 
sought from the RSL on the wording.
Donations toward the memorial project are welcomed 
by contacting: 

David O’Hara, Lions Club and Anzac Day 
Committee, Phone/Text 0447 377 555  

or email datoh@bigpond.com  
or by mail to Lions Club – Anzac Memorial,  

PO Box 5072 Hallidays Point NSW 2430.
It is intended to have the memorial completed prior to 

this years Anzac Day Dawn Service on 25th April. Our first Dawn Service in 2017 saw over 300 
residents attending.

SAVE THE DATES
The CLAPA Committee has arranged a 

Public Meeting for  
Wednesday 21 February 2018 

Commencing 5.30 pm  
at the Black Head Surf Life Saving Club. 

Details on page 4
Hallidays Point Community Church

HATS ON – HATS OFF
5.30 pm Sunday 28th February. 

Details on page 8
Hallidays Point Public School  
are holding another Brickfest.  

Sunday the 4th of March.  
Details on page 12

Example Only

David O’Hara
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The Future of 
New Year’s Eve 
Fireworks in Doubt
Dear Hallidays Point Community,
The Black Head Surf Life Saving Club has been very happily running the 
Fireworks at Halliday’s Point for over 10 years. Unlike the Fireworks at 
Forster-Tuncurry, Taree and Harrington these are organised, and funded 
and run completely by the club. This involves obtaining licenses, insurances 
and permission from various bodies like the Lands department and Council. 
On behalf of the community, the Club sections off the fireworks area so the 
community can enjoy the Fireworks in safety. It is obviously not our core 
business but something the club has really enjoyed doing for the community.

The cost of running the fireworks 
is roughly $7000, quite reasonable 
for the fantastic display that the 
community gets. It is still money, 
however, that the Club needs to find 
and recoup from donations. Despite 
the common misconception the club 
does not receive significant monies 
from branch, State or the Australian 

body of surf lifesaving. We are left to fund ourselves.
Over the last couple of years, the support from the community has reduced. 
Financially the Club is short $2000 per year which impacts directly on our 
ability to provide our core responsibilities of Surf Life Saving. The Club has 
also received criticism regarding such things as management of traffic after the 
event, poor crowd control and children running around without parents. The 
club does not feel these issues are the club’s responsibility. Club members have 
also been abused for directing the public away from the dangerous Fireworks 
zone. 
It is on this basis that the Club has decided at the January 2018 Board Meeting  
to step back from its involvement in the Fireworks and give other groups or 
individuals in the community the opportunity to organise, run, and pay for the 
next New Year’s Eve celebration.
Other groups such as the Bowling Club, Lions Club or Golf Club may be 
interested in taking over the responsibility. I would be happy to provide 
support to whichever group takes it on. 

Dr Bruce White, President, Black Head SLSC
President@blackheadbhslsc.com.au

Hallidays Point Senior Citizens

As always, our month started with the Black Head Bazaar on the first Sunday 
of the month. We had a successful market even though there were at least three 
other markets in competition with us. Many thanks to our volunteers who 
work so hard on the day, however, we can always use more help. Please call 
Marilyn on 0411 481 350. Thank you also to our customers who support us in 
our major fundraiser. 
Happy February birthdays to:

As the new Trips Coordinator, I have put a few suggestions on the notice board 
and invite members’ feedback and/or acceptance to attend. Don’t forget we 
need to fill up that bus!
As Valentine’s Day approaches I remind everyone to kiss a senior should you 
see one lurking around the HP area. 
As the New Year is upon us, don’t forget that we play bingo, croquet, cards, do 
Tai Chi, hold art classes, poetry readings, hold open forums and invite guest 
speakers for special information sessions. Try something you haven’t done 
before and meet some new friends!

Gail Phair, Member

Hallidays Point Probus
Unless you enjoy watching the tennis and/or the cricket, 
nothing much happens in January, which is a very good thing.  
Absolute bliss, no commitments, time to read a book, only 
interrupted by an occasional wipe to remove the dust that has gently settled 
down on the furniture. Oh, and sometimes, only when I’ve run out of excuses 
not to, a brisk walk to get rid of the kilos that have gently settled down on the 
bones during the Festive Season.
Our Probus club doesn’t have a general meeting in January, but it does have 
its Champagne Breakfast to give everyone the opportunity to wish fellow 
Probians a Happy New Year. 

Jean Marcoleone & Jan Pitt on the 6th 
Marilyn Lambden on the 7th
Monica Stephenson on the 8th

Bev Crisp & Helen Bush on the 9th
Ilona Meguyer on the 24th
George Harrison on the 25th 

Contd on page 6
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PENSION AND AGED CARE
MID NORTH COAST

FINANCIAL SOLUTIONS PTY LTD

Pension & Aged Care 
Claims Completion

Phone 6515 1122

We provide compassion and 
help during the Aged Care 

and Pension process

Aged Care Funding Solutions

Liaison with families, legal adviser 
and aged care provider

www.mncpacs.com.au

Ron and Lynne Smith have been in charge of this event for years now, and also this year they, 
together with helpers, cooked up a lovely breakfast: eggs, bacon, sausages, toast, fresh fruit 
salad and of course a glass of orange juice with the optional generous dash of champagne. The 
latter being essential for non-morning persons like myself to get in the mood to socialise at that 
hour of the day. As always, the weather cooperated in spite of a pessimistic forecast, so most of 
us assembled on the deck of the Surf Club, watching the beach slowly filling up with holiday 
makers. How lucky are we to live in such a beautiful part of the world.

I might as well avail of the opportunity to do 
some recruiting:  the Probus Singers (PS for 
short) are in desperate need of new blood. Over 
the last 12 years we have lost quite a few singers, 
which is to be expected in our age group, and it 
appears to be very hard to find new ones who 
are willing to commit to a weekly rehearsal (on 
Tuesday at the Community Church, Diamond 
Beach Road, 1.45 for a 2 pm start). Our ‘alto 
section is in danger of disappearing completely, 
and what is a choir without ‘altos! If you know 
you can hold a note, and if you like singing in a group, please consider joining our little choir 
(which would mean you have to join Probus as well, but that’s just a bonus!). There will be a 
short and painless voice-test, just to determine your range and to make sure you’re not tone-
deaf. Please, give it a thought. Singing is very therapeutic, for your well-being it beats going for 
a brisk walk hands down, unless you sing while you walk! 

Our club meets every first Tuesday of the month (except in January) at the Surf Club,  
9.45 for a 10 am start; if you’d like to join please contact our secretary  

John Clucas on 0417 036 550, email jokay49@gmail.com
Anna Hamers, IPP

TOFS 
TOFS MC’s Membership  
Now Exceeds 20
Yes, we ended our first year with membership growing and we now 
have in excess of 20 active members.
The purpose of TOFS is to promote & advance health, well-being, 
intellectual & cultural interests among adult men who have retired 
or are semi-retired. TOFS MC arranges & holds regular activities to provide opportunities for 
fellowship, education, the development of acquaintances and social interaction.
November Tour; Thursday 23rd was our 1st Annual “Ladies Day”. 
We couldn’t have wished for a better way to enjoy the company of our ladies than a group of 
27 on a luncheon cruise on the 12 metre catamaran Free Spirit on beautiful Wallis Lake. It was 
great to see TOFS member No 27, John P and his wife Janice make their way up from the Central 
Coast to join us. John joined in 2007. It was also noted that one of MC’s members, Tony G is 
member No 227! TOFS numbers have grown in 10 years to now exceed 300 members..
December Tour; Thursday 21st
An informal “tour” attracted 14 members to our local, the Hallidays Point Tavern, for a couple 
of hours of fellowship, and to reminisce on our growth, and future tours.
January Tour; Thursday 18th; NB: a week earlier than normal due to Australia Day
A tour of Marine Rescue at Forster.
We hope to see more residents of the Halliday Point area join us for more adventures with TOFS 
MC in 2018.

John Mead
Interested in joining us? Contact;

Tour Organiser: Don Sheffield (Villa 153). Phone; 6559 3525 or 0408 672 242 
Liaison: John Mead (Villa 183). Phone; 6559 3803 or 0417 007 456 

Contd from page 5

TELL YOUR FRIENDS 
AROUND THE WORLD

View the Hallidays Point News 
of Our World on line at: 

www.hallidayspointnews.org
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Hallidays Point 
Garden Club 
Since the last club report for The News Of Our World, the club enjoyed its 
annual Christmas dinner at the surf club at the end of November. The HPGC 
has been in recess since then with the first meeting for 2018 to take place on 
February 21st. Meetings at the homes of members plus excursions to gardens 
of interest are planned for the new year. Some reminders for garden care at 
this time of the year are as follows:
• Pick strawberries regularly and make sure they are well watered during 

dry periods.
• Use lawn clippings for useful compost.
• Sow or plant broccoli, silver beet and more basil around tomatoes.
• Pinch out the growing tips of poinsettias. The plants will be bushier 

which will mean more winter blooms.
• Cut back and feed annual flowers to give them a new lease of life.
• Prune bougainvillea that are threatening to take over the whole garden.
• Watch out for those large stink bugs on citrus plants.
• Keep dahlias blooming by removing dead flowers.
• Buy new season’s bulbs but refrain from planting until cooler weather 

arrives.
• Treat moss in the lawn with an iron sulphate solution. 
Gardening at this time of the year can be a hot, sticky occupation. In spite of 
this, cover up, cream up and drink lots of water.

Carmel Bartlett

Lions Club of 
Hallidays Point
Dr Dorothy Greening 
Memorial Scholarship
Former Hallidays Point resident, Dr Dorothy Greening left a sum of money in 
the safe hands of the Hallidays Point Lions Club. The club established a trust 
fund that earned an annual income to fund a scholarship in her honour.
Dr Greening started her working life as a Nurse, but her ambition was to 
become a Doctor, something she ultimately achieved. She appreciated the 
financial help she received from others that enabled her to study to become 
a doctor. 

Dr Greening gave great service to medicine and to our local community.
In choosing the recipient of the scholarship, the Lions Club established a set 
of criteria that guided the school not only to look for a student with excellent 
academic aptitude, but also recognises:
• the importance of good citizenship
• a positive attitude to the welfare of others 
• the contribution made to the school and local community
At Hallidays Point Public School’s Presentation 
Day in December Lions Club Treasurer David 
O’Hara presented the Dr Dorothy Greening 
Memorial Scholarship for 2017 to student Ned 
Bush. Congratulations Ned and to parents 
Karinda and Mathew Bush.

David also presented 
the Lions Club 
sponsored award to the 
School Dux of 2017, 
Max Hillyer. Well done 
Max!

LionsYouth Exchange
From a young age I’ve been interested in the Japanese 
culture. While I was in high school my family hosted two 
Japanese teachers, I enjoy watching Anime and regularly 
Cosplay at different events in Australia.
My name is Samantha Bartlett; I am a student and a 
volunteer Firefighter with Krambach Rural Fire Brigade.   
Early in 2017 my brigade received a large monetary donation from Hallidays 
Point Lions Club to purchase equipment that will help keep my brigade stay 
safe when fighting fires. Soon after that I found out that there were several 
youth from different parts of the world being hosted by Lions Club members 
in my area as part of the Lions Club International Youth Program. I had the 
opportunity to meet with some of the exchange youth and learned more 
about the Lions Club. I joined Hallidays Point Lions Club and was inducted 
in July 2017.

Contd on page 8

Above: Ned Bush, winner 
of the Dr Dorothy Greening 
Memorial Scholarship 2017

Left: Max Hillyer,  
School Dux of 2017
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After joining Hallidays Point Lions Club I travelled to Victoria for a week to participate at Camp 
Koala which was one of several Lions Club International Youth Camps being hosted in Australia 
last year. I enjoyed getting to know and learning about 35 international youth during that 
week and made new friends from all over the world. After Camp Koala two of the Lions youth 
“Leander from Belgium” and my treasured friend “Michal from Israel” came and stayed in my 
home and then in August my family hosted a girl named Kanon from Japan for three weeks.
What a wonderful experience this all was and then to my surprise my Lions Club wanted to give 
me the opportunity to go on an International Youth Exchange to my dream country, Japan! I 
was absolutely over the moon. I couldn’t believe my dream was going to come true.
I travelled to Japan in December 2017 with the Lions Club International Youth Exchange 
Program. During the three weeks I was there I stayed with two host families, had many different 
day trips with other Lion families and went on a one night International Exchange Camp with 
other youth from across the world, we went to Tokyo Disneyland.
My first host family were members of Maebashi Lions Club in Gunma Provence Japan; I lived 
in their home and experienced their daily routine. They took me on many day and overnight 
outings to explore and experience the Japanese culture to the fullest as did other members from 
Maebashi Lions Club.
I went to some amazing places! Including Kusatsu hot springs, local shrines, I participated in 
the traditional rice smashing ceremony that ends with making the famous Japanese mochi dish. 
I went to Akihabara which is basically Anime city! I was so excited to be there, Anime and 
Cosplay are two of my favourite things to do. I rode on a bullet train, it’s incredible how fast 
they go and I also went to Illuminate City which was one of my favourite adventures, absolutely 
everything you could see was covered in lights. The whole city was lit up with lights of every 
kind and it felt magical. 

I am a Lions Club member in Australia and I felt honoured to attend a Japanese Lions Club 
meeting in Maebashi. As I entered the meeting I saw that the Japanese and Australian flag had 
been placed side by side on every table, this brought a huge smile to my face and reminded once 
again of how respectful the Japanese people are. I was excited to meet the Mayor at Maebashi 
and delivered my presentation of “My life in Australia” to Maebashi Lions Cub. 
What happened next overwhelmed me with joy, the Mayor of Maebashi rang the local fire 
department and asked that they grant me an audience, I couldn’t contain my excitement. I’m a 
firefighter with the NSW Rural Fire Service and now I’m on my way to a Japanese fire station to 
meet with their firefighters. After touring the fire station I sat in one of the fire trucks and then 
boarded the extension bucket on the back of the truck and went up 40 metres in the air to get 
an idea of how different firefighting is for this crew. It was a special moment in my life one I’ll 
never forget.
I already knew one of the members of my second host family; I was reuniting with my Japanese 
friend Kanon and spending the remainder of my visit and Christmas with her and her family. 
My family had hosted Kanon earlier in the year as part of the Australian Lions Club Youth 
Exchange program. I was so very happy to see her again and for her to show me her country 
just as I had shown her mine. We travelled to amazing places like Mount Fuji and Matsumoto 
Castle. I visited several large Japanese shrines, spent time in the snow and I ate at many different 
Japanese restaurants experiencing the Japanese cuisine at its best.
I felt proud to represent Australia at another Lions Club meeting this time in Agatsuma which 
is also in Gunma Provence and I had the privilege of meeting the Mayor of that town as well.

Contd from page 7
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It was wonderful to see how my friend Kanon lives in Japan and to spend time 
with her family and her many pets that we had spoken about while she was in 
Australia, our love of animals is a common interest for us.
Japan is an amazing country, the people are so humble and polite, the streets 
are always clean and the scenery is spectacular. The countryside in Japan is so 
different to the Australian bush and as sad as it was to leave Japan I was happy 
to be coming home.
I met many beautiful people in Japan, people that are now my friends and I 
hope to travel back to Japan in the future.
I am so grateful for this experience and to Hallidays Point Lions Club, thank 
you from the bottom of my heart. I have grown with your support.

Lion Samantha Bartlett

Pop Up Shop
The Pop Up Shop has had a very busy 
Christmas / holiday period, providing a 
wide variety of gifts and essentials. 
Visitors to our area are enjoying the 
convenience of finding items they have 
left at home, and the beachwear that is 
on offer.
There are many up cycled gifts, succulent arrangements and framed pictures 
of the local area created by our staff to be had.
Hallidays Point 2018 Community Calendars are still available for only $5 
each. 
The children are back at school, you deserve some quiet time so pick up a 
novel or two from the shop and put your feet up and relax.
Come on in and enjoy our music and conversation! A special thank you to all 
the volunteers who have been helping in the shop during the holiday period.
Now that the school holidays have finished we will return to our regular open 
days.

Trading Hours - Thursday, Friday, Saturday 8.30am - 1pm
1st Sunday of the month 8.30am - 1pm 

Lion Helen Bauert and Lion Virginia Stewart

Hallidays Point  
Community Church

HATS ON – HATS OFF
What hats do you wear,  

or have you worn in your life?  
For whom do you take your hat off?

These questions will be asked at the first of a series of thematic Sunday 
evenings or ‘SUNSET SPECIALS’ at Hallidays Point Community Church. 
‘Sunrise’ has not come to Hallidays Point but ‘Sunset’ has. The plan is for a 
Sunday night church with a different approach – no sermons, no hymns, 
or collection plates. The church is introducing a series of monthly Sunday 
nights which feature a range of local personalities in a ‘TV Talk Show’ format 
with a different theme each month. The approach is innovative, informal, 
entertaining and inspirational. Suitable for the whole family.
It provides a ‘sampler’ for those who don’t usually attend church and also an 
opportunity for Christians who attend churches in Forster or Taree to spend 
time with others in the local community.
Starting time is 5.30 – home by 7. The evening includes sharing a ‘pot luck’ 
meal (so please bring something simple to share). 
All are welcome – and the roof will not fall in on newcomers. Just in case, 
wear a hat if you wish in keeping with the theme. 
SAVE THE DATE! 5.30 pm Sunday 28th February. Watch this space for a 
different theme each month.

Kiddies Hut

The Educators and children of Kiddies Hut @ Diamond Beach would like to 
send our best wishes to all our 2017 Pre-School Graduates that are starting 
school soon. We are already missing you and look forward to you popping in 
to tell us all about it and show us you in your uniforms!

New Lions Members
Two new members were inducted into 
our Club in January. They are Lion 
Barry Gazzard’s partner Ling and 
Lion Helen Bauert’s partner Steve.
Our membership now totals 50!

Tidying the Lions Park
Lions Steve Bauert & Paul Eshman
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Each year the APS recognises members who have made an 
outstanding contribution to the APS and to the advancement of 
psychological knowledge or practice by electing them as Fellows 
of the Society. Fourteen members were elected as APS Fellows in 
2017.

One of them lives and works here in Tallwoods.

John Crampton
John Crampton has been a member of the APS and a registered 
psychologist for more than 30 years.
John operates the ‘Performance Enhancement Systems’ business, 
providing management and training services for athletes, 
coaches and organisations. John develops and conducts training 
programs to improve athlete, coach and program performance, 
and provides advisory/counselling services to high-performance 
programs. He has worked for the Australian and NSW Institutes 
of Sport, and has represented Australia at two Olympic Games.
John played a significant role in the development of an APS 

Interest Group, and later an APS College, along with contributions to the APS and its Colleges 
in ethics reviews, the development of the national competencies system, and the establishment 
of the APS professional development system. In addition, John has been involved with a range 
of national executive and advisory services to the College of Sport and Exercise Psychologists 
(CoSEP) and its predecessors including:

• former long-term member of the National Executive of College of Sport Psychologists 
(CoSP) and CoSEP

• former Chair of Professional Development, CoSP
• lead author of CoSEP’s submission to the Senate Inquiry into the practice
• of sports science in Australia
• regular media commentator on matters relating to current affairs in international sport
• advisor to the APS communications team for the development of stories and strategies 

for media coverage for specific events.
With his knowledge of the application of psychological principles to the high- performance sport 
environment, John has worked directly with athletes, coaches, administrators and stakeholder 
groups, and at the organisational level with governmental and private sector sporting groups. 
John’s work and client- base is focused on athlete, coach and organisational performance 
enhancement. His work has been recognised by the 2015 CoSEP Award of Distinction and 
in his high-level involvement with the stakeholder groups involved in the elite sport industry 
and the Olympic movement. His major skill sets are from the field of high performance sport 
psychology.

Its Party Time In Sapphire 
Parade Diamond Beach
Geoff Crofts Celebrates his 90th 
Birthday on the 11th February
Geoff was born in Hornsby in 1928 and married “his darling wife” 
of 66 years at St Mary’s Cathedral Sydney and lived in Waitara.
Due to his career being involved with farming machinery, their 
life took them to many different rural locations throughout 
NSW. He was a successful salesman due to his spiel, ”No sale... 
No worries…I’ll send my 6 kids and their mates to play in your 
fields”.
Geoff is a very proud patriarch to his 6 kids and their families. Greg was born in Sydney, Cathy 
and Peter in Forbes, Mark in Wollongong, Paul in Dubbo and Liz in Narromine. He also has 13 
Grandchildren and 14 Great Grand children and all are welcome in the Crofts home.
Until recently Geoff still drove his car but now prefers to be a back seat driver (literally) and just 
navigates.
In the 1980s Geoff and Erica came to visit their daughter Cathy and her husband John Walker 
at the Homestead Estate. While on their holiday visit Geoff went for drive around the area by 
himself and on his return announced that he had purchased a block of land in Diamond Beach.
Geoff fulfilled his dream of living by the beach and moved to their current home in Sapphire 
Parade in 1992.
A cricket fanatic and a chocoholic he enjoyed a round of golf at “Royal Krambach”.
Geoff was one of the original members of the Black Head pool cleaning “Dads Army” and the 
Table of Knowledge. 
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A party animal his birthday is celebrated over many days to cater 
for all his family including his son Mark and wife Simone who 
live in Katherine NT.
A respected neighbour and friend he is part of the Sapphire 
Parade Aquarius group of people who have birthdays in the 
street.
Lucielle Chapman 21st Jan, Graham Studd 22 Jan, John Griffiths 
1stFeb, Adrian Maligin 4th Feb, Allan Cowan 5 Feb, Ray Dempsey 
5th Feb, Jean Marcoleone 6th Feb, Gordon Andersen 16th Feb.

Lucielle Chapman

Kingsley Pursch Fourth  
in National Sailing Titles
Hallidays Point local Kingsley Pursch has come fourth in the A class 
Catamaran national titles held recently on Lake Macquarie at the Wangi 
RSL Amateur Sailing Club.
The 2017-2018 A class Catamaran nationals saw a fleet of 51 boats 
competing, with boats skippered by ex-Olympians and America’s Cup 
crew including internationally recognised sailors such as Glenn Ashby, 
Steve Brewin and Nathan Outteridge. Glenn Ashby was an integral part 
of the team New Zealand win in the 2017 America’s Cup, while Nathan Outteridge famously 
won a gold medal at the 2012 London Olympics.

Kingsley raced over the full 12 races at the nationals, and 
his competitive streak, conditions which suited him and his 
boat, and his experience saw him finish in 4th place.
Kingsley is a long-time member and a past President of the 
Great Lakes Sailing Club, based on Wallis Lake. He originally 
learnt to sail in a variety of catamaran classes before 
converting to single hull boats. He was finally tempted back 
into a multi hull about a year ago with the aim of competing 
in the nationals this season.

As a junior sailor (under 21), in 2002 Kingsley won the Youth National title for the Hobie 16 
class in Eden. He also gained considerable overseas experience, sailing at World Titles in New 
Caledonia, Thailand and Mexico.
After doing his HSC at Chatham High School, Kingsley studied Sports Management at the 
University of Newcastle and in Canada at the University of Victoria in British Columbia. He 
later completed his teaching degree at Monash University in Victoria. It was while he was at 
university in Newcastle that he met his wife Lisa, and sailing took a back seat as they later 
worked for 4 seasons on ski fields in Thredbo and in Canada.
Eight years ago, Kingsley and Lisa moved 
to Red Head to be close to their parents 
(Alan and Helen Pursch, and Peter and 
Ann Ryall). They have 2 sons, Adam 
(6) and Nathan (3), and teach locally - 
Kingsley at Great Lakes College, and 
Lisa at Hallidays Point Public School.
Kingsley said, “I actually bought the boat 
because I thought it’d be a good platform 
to sail with our sons, Adam and Nathan 
over the next few years, but just went to 
the recent National Titles because they were close to home and accessible”.

Kingsley says he has a renewed enthusiasm for catamaran 
sailing, and plans to continue with his heavy involvement 
at the Great Lakes Sailing Club. During the recent January 
school holidays, he passed on his knowledge to juniors at 
the club’s learn to sail program. His six-year-old son Adam is 
showing promising skills as a sailor, and has already started to 
go out on the water independently.

Following his success at the nationals, there is every chance that Kingsley will now target the 
world titles to be held in Hervey Bay, Queensland, later this year. Good luck Kings!

We still have a few  
Hallidays Point 2018 Calendars 

available for sale at the 
Lions Pop Up Shop - $5 each

Hallidays Point 2018 Calendar  
now selling at  -  $5 each

Phone John to place your order

0411 785 033
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Hallidays Point School 
P&C
SAVE THE DATE
Hallidays Point Public School are holding another 
Brickfest. Sunday the 4th of March. 
The venue is yet to be confirmed. 
For the past couple of years we have delivered the area of Forster/Tuncurry/ Hallidays Point/ 
Taree, the opportunity to come and have a look at some fabulous Lego Brick displays. This year 
promises to be just as wonderful as previous years with some new displays. 
At time of print our venue is to be confirmed, however please look for our promotion material, 
advertisements and facebook pages coming soon.

Mel Orchard, P&C President 

Hallidays Point School 
Presentation Day
December 2017
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$2.6-Million Upgrade  
of Diamond Beach Road Complete
A 2.7-kilometre upgrade of Diamond Beach Road at Hallidays Point is now complete in time 
for the peak holiday season.
Mid Coast Council has just undertaken a $2.6-million full rehabilitation of the existing pavement 
of Diamond Beach Road between Black Head Road and Diamond Beach Drive which included 
widening and improvements to drainage to meet current standards.
Federal Member for Lyne Dr David 
Gillespie said the project utilised 
$1.4-million in Federal funding through the 
Coalition Government’s Roads to Recovery 
programme.
Inspecting the final works, Dr Gillespie said 
the project would better cater to increased 
traffic volumes and provide a safer route for 
local cyclists.
“Mid Coast Council is using funds from the 
Federal Coalition Government’s increased 
investment in the Roads to Recovery 
programme to undertake this important 
local project and I’m delighted to see how 
much this road will be improved for local motorists and cyclists when work winds up over the 
coming days,” Dr Gillespie said.
“At a Federal level, we’ve increased funding for a number of programmes, including the Roads to 
Recovery programme which is delivering millions of dollars towards local road projects in the 
Mid Coast Council area,” Dr Gillespie said.
From the 2013 to 2014 financial year to the 2020 to 2021 financial year the Australian 
Government will provide $4.4 billion under the Roads to Recovery programme.

Phone 0428 222 065

Federal Member for Lyne Dr David Gillespie 
inspects the work with  

Mid Coast Council Manager  
Projects and Engineering, Rhett Pattison.
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Diamond Beach  
Rural Fire Brigade
With the summer fire season now upon us we are on standby to 
attend fires a long way from home at short notice.
Diamond Beach Captain Russell Gray took a team 
of fire fighters to North Shore at Port Macquarie 
to work on a big fire that was out of control. 
Leaving Diamond Beach Station at 1.00pm and not 
returning till 4.00am the next morning makes for 
a very long day.
These volunteers give their time and effort to the 
community for free to keep us all safe, and I know by 
the support our brigade gets from our community 
that their effort is very much appreciated. 
With new members joining the Diamond Beach 
Brigade, training every week helps us keep our 
team ready for any emergency.

Leo Fransen, Phone 0428 222 065 
Diamond Beach Brigade, Community Engagement Officer

Rainbow Flat  
Rural Fire Brigade
I Spy with My Little Eye  
Something Beginning With “F”
You are driving down the highway or along a narrow country road and you 
see, a long way behind you, the flashing blue and red beacons of a fire tanker. 
What should you do?

• speed up to get well ahead of the tanker
• apply the brakes firmly and pull off the road to the left as fast and 

far as you can 
• continue on your way, unconcerned, after all the tanker  

is very slow
• continue, but be ready to move out of the way if needed?

This is not such a silly question as you might think. Many people are not 
sure what is the best thing to do. The tanker is responding to an emergency 
somewhere ahead, possibly a motor vehicle accident kilometres away, or a 
bushfire on the roadside. Traffic may be banked up, or the road might be 
totally closed and diversions in place. But the tanker crew is relying on you 
not to put you or them at risk.
So, if the tanker is a long way behind, just continue normally, keeping 
a watch on the tanker’s progress and also on what might be happening in 
front. Remember that where there is one emergency vehicle, there may be 
others. For example in a motor vehicle accident there could also be police and 
ambulances responding to the scene.
Then, as the tanker gets closer to you, try to get out of the way, safely, by 
moving to the left and slowing down.
If you pass an incident, please slow down, obey any directions and don’t 
impede the work of the emergency workers or put their lives at risk. Try to 
resist the urge to take photos or post them as sensitive information might not 
have been released yet.

What Can You Expect From A Fire Tanker?
Fire tankers are generally heavy vehicles, sometimes carrying more than 3000 
litres of water. Drivers cannot break the road rules, so they cannot speed, 
run a red light or stop sign and are very limited in the U turns they may 
make across dual carriageways. Like all heavy vehicle drivers, the drivers of 
fire tankers must have a zero blood alcohol level.

Help While You Are On The Road
If you are concerned about fires or other incidents while you are travelling, 
check the Rural Fire Service Fires Near Me app for current information on 
incidents in your area and LiveTraffic.com for road closures and diversions.

For further information, please visit www.rfs.nsw.gov.au or contact  
Rainbow Flat Rural Fire Brigade Community Engagement Officer,  

Robyn King, on 02 6559 2041

Our Natural World
with Geraldine
Shearwaters – Coffs’ Annual Visitors
Each year Muttonbird Island at Coffs Harbour 
plays hosts to thousands of Wedge-tail Shearwaters. 
Shearwaters earned their name by their ability to 
shear the water with their wings. But locally the birds 
are known as mutton birds. Early settlers killed the 
birds for food and upon eating them declared that 
the flesh tasted like mutton (I think I will give testing 
that taste sensation a miss).
The Shearwaters come to the island to breed and 
build their nests in burrows. This makes the nests 
quite vulnerable to predators such as foxes, which is why the birds use the 
island as their breeding ground as it is away from the mainland predators. 
The Shearwaters migrate from the Philippines in early spring and return north 
again in autumn. It is a long and arduous flight. If a storm occurs just as the 
flock reaches Australia it can wreak havoc as the exhausted birds do not have 
the strength to fight the winds. It is at this time we will see the Shearwaters 
washed up on our local Hallidays’ beaches. But if the weather is kind I am 
told that it is a memorable wildlife experience to see the thousands of sleek, 
well- travelled birds emerge out of the ocean to swarm across the tiny island 
in search of their nesting burrows.   
Shearwaters lay only a single egg in burrows and rock crevices or less 
commonly, under grass, bushes or sometimes in the open. They spend the 
day feeding out at sea and only return to their nests at night. All shearwaters 
fish for their food. Fish, squid, crustaceans, molluscs and plankton form the 
main part of their diet. Although shearwaters are usually quiet birds at sea, 
their breeding grounds become very noisy, full of strange cackling, cooing, 
wailing or screeching sounds. 

In April the adult birds once again depart for 
the Philippines leaving behind the young birds 
still covered in down. From this time until early 
May the chicks do not eat at all. They rapidly 
lose weight and acquire their flight feathers. 
The young spend an increasing amount of time 
outside the burrow, slowly moving closer to the 
shore exercising their wings. Two weeks after the 
parents depart the young fledglings begin their 
journey unassisted by experienced birds!

The young birds are meant to follow the moon out to sea but some birds 
head in the wrong direction, because they mistake the bright lights of Coffs 
Harbour for the moon. These “lost” birds are rescued by the WIRES wildlife 
volunteers and launched again from the island the next night. 

Koalas in Black Head Village
Early one morning, about a month ago I woke 
to a Koala rustling in the dry crackling leaves 
outside my window. I watched as a healthy adult 
Koala climbed the Ironbark, right to the top, 
where he remained all day moving from branch 
to branch as the neighbours spied through 
telephoto lenses and binoculars. He was gone 
the next day. Just moving through.
Early in January I received a call from Vicky at 
Black Head who had seen a small Koala high 
up in a Tallowwood in her back yard. I went 
around to look with the telephoto lens to get a 
good look at its condition that turned out to be 
not very good. The eyes were crusty with puss and there appeared to be a head 
injury.
All the neighbours were alerted to keep their dogs locked up and on leads 
when walking. Everyone was excited to have a Koala so close by. I called 
Koalas In Care and was told it was too hot to try to get it out of the tree and 
it was up really high. Rather than stress the animal it was left under watchful 
eyes. I got some good photos to pass on.
The Koala did move on but was very disorientated and probably couldn’t see 
very well. It ended up a week later in Cooinda St, right outside my house on 
dusk as if it came looking for help.

Healthy Koala
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They are incredibly muscular and strong animals and it was not happy. It took 
4 of us to corral it and get a laundry basket on top, a towel and a very large pot 
plant to weigh it down and then we called Koalas in Care.
What a great group they are. 10 O’clock on a 
Sunday evening and there was Paul McCloud 
wrangling the Koala into a towel lined laundry 
basket and fastening another on top to keep 
in contained. This Koala, a female suffering 
from conjunctivitis is lucky. It will get good 
treatment and care until it can be released. 
Its poor health was probably caused by stress 
and/or was infected by a contagious Koala.
Paul advised we let locals know that every 
year, in urban areas,  Koalas are injured or 
killed by dogs. Even a small dog can inflict serious injuries. He asked that 
no dogs be allowed to roam freely and that dogs should always be walked on 
a lead. He told me we should report roaming dogs to Council especially in 
mating season between August and February. Paul said it’s hard to release a 
healthy animal in Black Head because of the danger of dog attack. That is a 
sad thing to hear.
Cars often hit koalas at night when they are active. If you hit a Koala please stop 
and cover it with a towel or blanket and safely get it off the road. Remember 
they have long, strong claws! Many Koalas get hit again and again because no 
one stopped.
Koalas In Care 0439 406 770 - to make a donation, koalasic@bigpond.net.au
If you need help immediately call Alana 6559 2979 this is my 4th rescue and 
I’m feeling very good about helping to save another Black Head Koala.

Alana Parkins

Fishing News
with Trevor
Thank God for sausages!! Because if you relied on 
a feed of fish when fishing off the local beaches, 
you would starve to death. What few whiting, 
bream and tarwhine that has been caught have 
been throwback size. At the same time reports 
from beaches further south have been great.
I would love to see an analysis of the water quality of Tuncurry Beach. I am 
concerned there has been leaching from the sewerage treatment works and 
the old garbage dump, both situated a short distance from the beach.
A few keeper sized mulloway have been beached at Diamond Beach at night 
by anglers specifically prepared for this species.

At the same time, fishing in the Lake, estuaries 
and rivers has been most productive with quality 
flathead being dominant. Friend, Warren, using 
mullet strips, on the drift, adjacent to oyster leases, 
weed beds and drop offs, has had boasting rights 
over the past few weeks. Bream, further up the 
estuary at Forster into the lake area in the patchy 
weed beds are being boated in lesser numbers 
using lures. Sand whiting numbers, however, 
are increasing particularly using poppers. Large 
specimens are still being landed on the sand flats 
near Forster bridge using the rig illustrated using 
a Cranka Crab lure or yabby (or even worm or prawn for a lesser return) Let 
the outfit drift over the shallow sand flats, preferably on the making tide.
At Manning Point, a local has been targeting jew (mulloway) and a couple of 
weeks ago beached 9 fish, released 8, near the sea wall. Further upstream there 
are gar in numbers near the weed beds particularly using butter prawns as 
bait. Luke of Tuncurry Tackle reports the kingfish are surprisingly still around 
the estuaries in deep channels and three mulloway to 92cm were caught in the 
same area.
The water onshore is still cool but is warming up further out to sea, up to 23 
degrees with the result that a few of the big boys are showing up. Small marlin, 
mackerel and dogtooth tuna are evident. It’s this time of year that snapper 
come in closer and many are boated in 20-30m of depth. In more youthful 
days we tried our luck off the local rocks using a variety of baits. Shelly Beach 
at low tide, was our favourite, with fish to 4kg quite common. Diamond Reef 
at the north end of Tuncurry Beach was also productive. I remember two 5kg 
fish being caught on pilchards off Pebbly Beach.
Thanks to the generosity of friends we have fillets in the freezer, but I’d dearly 
like to bag a feed myself. Never, never give up!

Good Fishing, Trevor

STOP PRESS: After a couple of hours 
fruitless fishing on Harrington Beach, Postie 
Alan and his friend “Mato” decided to give up 
but Mato insisted on having “ the last throw” 
in less than half a metre of water using prawn 
bait and landed this monster flathead which 
they later released. Alan was not happy with 
the following result.  Mato 3  Alan 0.

Sick Koala
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Knight Time
Three Minutes
I do not pretend to be much of a reviewer of literature or 
film, but may I suggest that if you share an interest in but 
which is not limited to, Science, Physics and Cosmology, 
your interest could probably be enhanced by reference to 
any books or YouTube output which I might recommend 
having read, watched and enjoyed them.
For example Steven Weinberg a Nobel laureate in Physics, set out a modern 
view of the origin of the universe in his book The First Three Minutes. He can 
also be seen in a video on YouTube in conversation with Richard Dawkins the 
leading scientist and militant atheist. To balance these, also on youtube you 
might find Dawkins chatting with George Coyne a Jesuit priest and the now 
retired director of the Vatican Observatory, all quite interesting viewing.
If you haven’t yet had occasion to explore the wealth of interest offered in TED 
Talks please do. They are many and varied and always interesting.
The people giving the talks are usually engaged in promoting their subjects 
on the shoulders of the giants of the early philosophers, scientists and 
mathematicians etc., among whom are Plato, Socrates, Aristotle, Copernicus, 
Galileo, Newton and Einstein to name a few.
Perhaps you might like to discover how the world managed numerically 
without the use of a nought or zero, how mariners on the high seas discovered 
a means of finding longitude. 
There is an infinity of knowledge available on any subject and as you know 
there is no end to Infinity!
Should you find this all a little highbrow then recall that in ancient Greece, 
physicians prescribed to their patients a visit to the hall of comedians. They 
would send their patients to the theatre to be entertained as part of a healing 
process.
In the 16th Century, Robert Burton, an English parson and scholar used 
humour as a cure for melancholy (did he travel to Australia on any of the 
transporting ships?!). Martin Luther used a form of humour therapy as part 
of pastoral counselling of depressed people. He advised them not to isolate 
themselves but to surround themselves with friends who could joke and make 
them laugh.
Then of course there are the moderns like Les Dawson I told you about and 
Ricky Gervais, Adam Hills and Judith Lucy. All these and plenty more are all 
on a wealth of YouTube videos to feed our individual choices of humour.
SO….Smile awhile and when you smile remember that another smiles and 
soon there will be miles and miles of smiles.
What an exciting year lies ahead.

Tank’s Corner
Hi to all my”furever” friends. I hope you had 
a great Christmas and New Year, without any 
problems and illnesses. 
We had a quiet time over the holiday period and 
that shows that the new Tick and Flea products 
are working well. Don’t forget to continue them 
ALL year as we have seen more cases in the cooler 
months than the Summer, because some owners don’t realise that we have 
some mild days during the middle of the year and ticks will liven up and attach 
to your pet where it is nice and warm. I urge all pet owners to ensure their pets 
have yearly boosters as there have been a number of outbreaks of Parvovirus 
in Dogs and Feline Enteritis in Cats. There have been some mutations of both 
of these viruses causing these diseases and up to date vaccines need to be 
used to cover the altered viruses. Our area has not experienced an outbreak 
recently, but there have been a number of outbreaks nearby and we get a lot of 
visitors and their pets from Sydney and the NSW south coast. 
Heartworm prevention is another problem for our area, but we have had very 
few cases in 15years due to the diligence of owners making sure their pets 
are protected in an area that has plenty of mosquito breeding places such as 
lagoons, dams and swamps. I hope all goes well for all of my pet friends and 
may your owners be healthy and wise. (I know there is something missing 
from that, but maybe it is kindness). 

Lots of licks, TANK 
Diamond Beach Veterinary Clinic, Ph: 6559 2277

Hallidays Point 
Sports Club
Registrations open on 1st Feb for any players 
wishing to play soccer in the 2018 winter comp. 
Children, boys and girls, who turn 5+ this year 
are welcome to register! Our Facebook page 
will have all the info you need throughout the 
season, including links to register. 
Don’t forget to apply for your Active Kids $100 voucher available from the 
government as an incentive to get more kids involved in sport/physical 
activity. These will be available from Feb too! Those not on Facebook can find 
out more info by emailing hpsc.soccer@gmail.com
ALDI Miniroos (5-11yrs) is the perfect place to start your children in a team 
sport and there’s plenty of info available online as to the game play and rules 
for each age!Tony Knight
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Hallidays Point 
Netball Club
Hello 2018!! 
Well the New Year came in with a bang, as it always 
does, with a tremendous Fireworks display at 
beautiful Black Head Beach. Many of the members 
of Hallidays Point Netball Club were there, seeing the New Year in, catching 
up with friends and getting into the spirit of it all. 
The year of netball will be starting early for some members of HPNC. Rep 
trials and training will commence in the next few weeks and carnivals will 
occur not long after. Check the Great Lakes Netball Association Facebook 
page for details. 
Committee Members Kirsten and Nareen did 6 sessions of Net Set Go Clinics 
at Hallidays Point Primary School at the end of term 4 last year and plan 
for more sessions at the beginning of next year. These sessions were very 
successful and enjoyed by all and some great talent was noticed among the 
players. 

A special acknowledgement needs to go to two HPNC members. Awatea 
Quinn and Haylee Brabant need a big congratulations for making it into the 
Hunter Academy Under 14 Development Team for 2018. This will be a great 
experience for the girls and will give them a chance of continued contact with 
the Hunter Academy.
A reminder that registration for HPNC will take place of the 1st and 3rd of 
March. HPNC is registered to accept the $100 Government Sporting Voucher 
and each child is eligible for this. More info will be given out at registration.
Until then, have a great time during the remaining holidays, stay safe at the 
beach and keep our area beautiful. 
Please contact me through the News with any queries.

Thanks, Tracy

Club Blackhead
The very successful Seafood Raffles held on 
Sunday January 7th were highly attended by 
members and visitors. Those who attended 
were entertained late in the afternoon as 
they sat outside and listened to good music 
from the band “Covers with the Croziers”.
This success may lead to the Board of Directors consideration of running 
Sunday Seafood Raffles regularly once a month into the future.
Our caterers, “Creation 2” continue to serve good food to all who attend in 
the Club’s dining room. Well done Kev & Alex!
All insurance claims for damage to the greens, courtesy bus, clubhouse roof 
and other items damaged by last October’s hail storm have been approved 
by our insurance company. By the end of January, we will have received the 
chairs which were donated to us in December by the Merrylands Bowling 
Club.
With the start of the new year, Club Blackhead will be urgently trying to 
attract new men and women bowlers. We are running low on bowlers and 
need more to keep us going.

Until next time, Jack ‘O’

Michael’s Computer 
Trouble Shooting
Hi Folks. Christmas and New Year are done and 
dusted, and our budgets have been bent out of shape, 
so you will be happy that I have some more free stuff for you this month. I’m 
going to give you a quick introduction to Google Drive and the apps that are 
available to use for free.
Google Drive is Cloud Storage like Dropbox or Microsoft One Drive, but 
it also gives you access to a whole bunch of free apps. These apps are not 
downloaded to your computer; they are browser based so providing you have 
access to the internet, you can use them anywhere on any computer or mobile 
device with Internet.
The apps you may be most likely to use are Google Docs which is like Word, 
Sheets which is like Excel and Google Slides which is like PowerPoint. These 
apps aren’t as full-featured as the Microsoft Offices apps but they will suit 
most people. You can also create forms and simple drawings.
All you need to get started is a gmail account. If you don’t already have one, 
they are easy to create. Once you have signed in to gmail, you click on the 
Apps Icon and click on Google Drive. There are a lot of tutorials available on 
YouTube to learn more.
One of the things I was most impressed with was the fact that you can share the 
documents you make with other people. They can have permissions to either 
view, comment or edit these documents. So, say you are the secretary of your 
committee; you can type up the minutes to your meetings using Google Docs 
and share them with the other members of the committee. Depending on 
the permissions you have allowed, the other members could add comments, 
make corrections or just view them. The Treasurer could create a spreadsheet 
using Google Sheets and you could both edit it at the same time in real time. 
You could be anywhere in the world and as long as you had internet access 
this would be possible. Once the minutes are finished, they can be emailed 
directly to as many people as you would like.
The other great thing about these apps is that they are available on your phone 
or tablet, so you can create great documents just about anywhere. There are 
lots of formatting tools available.
By way of demonstration, this article was created on my mobile phone whilst 
sitting on the beach. How cool is that?

Michael Gallen - 0411 555 671

Extreme Heat can Cause Lines to Sag
With extreme temperatures on the radar this summer, Essential Energy is 
reminding the public to stay alert when working near the electricity network 
as heat can alter the height of overhead powerlines.
Regional Manager North Coast, Brendon Neyland, said while powerlines 
were designed for the climatic conditions, weather extremes could have an 
impact and he urged people to look up and live.
“Machinery operators, construction workers and tradespeople should be 
aware that prolonged heat can cause powerlines to sag significantly and 
reduce line clearance heights from the ground,” Brendon said.
Essential Energy recommends keeping a three metre clearance between 
powerlines and machinery when working near the electricity network and 
monitoring throughout the day for changes in conditions.
“In regional NSW many powerlines are strung across long spans and these 
can be more susceptible to sway in high winds,” Brendon added.
“If overhead powerlines appear to be damaged, sagging or have fallen to the 
ground, keep a minimum eight metres clear and contact Essential Energy 
immediately on 13 20 80.
“Remember that electricity can arc to nearby objects and keep your distance 
from anything that may be in contact with the powerline, such as fences or 
trees, as they can serve as conductors.”
Essential Energy crews regularly inspect the electricity network to ensure it 
is in sound working order and powerline safety clearances are maintained.
For further electrical safety information, visit essentialenergy.com.au/safety 
or call 13 23 91.

Rachel Hussell, Community 
Relations Manager North Coast
02 6589 8918 or 0408 278 275
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Main Street
Hallidays Point, NSW 2430

Phone: 02 6559 2923

www.clubblackhead.com.au

Where Eagles Soar
CLUB BLACKHEAD

Asian & Western Style Dishes
$10 Blackboard Specials Mon to Fri - Lunch Only

For more information,  
visit our website:  

www.clubblackhead.com.au

Members and Guests,
Our No1 Green will be renovated from the 22nd January for approximately 7 weeks. 

We will still have the 2nd Green available for Barefoot Bowls and Social events.

Call Rose for more details on 6559 2923


