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Red Head  
Walkway Upgrade
A project to upgrade the walkway in Red Head 
from Scenic Avenue to the steps leading to the 
beach has finally been completed 13 years after it 
was first proposed.
The walkway had become unsafe, with exposed 
tree roots, subsidence and washaways making it an 
uncomfortable and at times hazardous trek to the beach. This was one of 7 
projects that the Hallidays Point Landcare Group proposed to (then) Greater 
Taree City Council in 2005. In addition to the walkway upgrade, other projects 
included the Black Head lookout tower, the path upgrade to Pebbly Beach, 
bollards and the bridge at Back Beach, and others.
Hallidays Point Landcare Group agreed to manage the approval requirements, 
coordinate project delivery with Council and to reimburse Council for 
construction material coasts. The Landcare Group prepared an Environmental 
Impact Study and gained approval for the 7 projects in 2006. The Red Head 
walkway upgrade is the final one to have been completed.
Norman Shapro, on behalf of Black Head Bazaar Inc. and a former Hallidays 
Point Landcare Group committee member, in a statement said: “For the Red 
Head walkway upgrade, Hallidays Point Landcare Group committed $5,000 
and added another $3,000 that was earmarked for a Back Beach project that is 
unlikely to proceed. When Hallidays Point Landcare Group wound up, those 
funds were transferred to Black head Bazaar Inc. so that it could pay Council. 
The Red Head Community Group offered $2,000 to Black Head Bazaar 
Inc., which we’ll add to the amount we pay Council. If Council asks for less 
than $10,000, Black Head Bazaar Inc. will use the remaining funds for other 
improvements in Hallidays Point.

It’s an amazing walkway built with durable recycled plastic grid decking. 
It won’t be slippery in the wet and won’t rot. “We’re really pleased with the 
outcome and think it’s a great asset for our community.”

Packed Community Meeting 
at Black Head SLSC
It was a full house at the Black Head SLSC on April 19 when MidCoast 
Council held its regular community update meeting. Over 130 locals came 
along to listen to a briefing on Council’s activities, ask questions, and express 
their views to assembled Councillors and staff. The team at MidCoast Council 
would like to thank all of those who attended - your input to our strategy and 
operations is appreciated and taken on board.
Key discussion points at the Black Head meeting included:
Local Roadworks: recent works on Diamond Beach Road have been 
completed and rehabilitation works on Black Head Road have resumed 
following the end of school holidays. Black Head Road works are expected to 
finish at the end of May depending on weather. To keep up to date with road 
works in the local area visit midcoast.nsw.gov.au/roads  
Manufactured Housing: Consent for the establishment of a manufactured 
housing estate near Tallwoods was refused by Council in November 2017. 
The applicant initially lodged an appeal against this decision in the Land and 
Environment Court, however proceedings have now been discontinued. The 
applicant has no further appeal rights against Council’s decision.
Council’s proposed office relocation: MidCoast Council’s administrative 
staff currently work across a range of offices in Forster, Taree and Gloucester. 
This is a legacy of the merging of the former Great Lakes, Greater Taree City 
and Gloucester Shire councils, and the incorporation of MidCoast Water 
into the new Council. Having staff in dispersed locations creates operational 
inefficiencies for Council and its customers. With this in mind Council 
purchased the former Masters site in Biripi Way Taree with a view to making 
the site a consolidated administrative centre for staff (from Forster and 
Taree). The purchase was strategic with $25m of infrastructure on the site, 
and a purchase price of $7m. 
Council is currently undertaking investigations to get detailed costings on the 
proposed move. This is part of a “gateway” approval process for Councillors 
to make a decision on the feasibility of the proposed office consolidation. The 
next stages would include development of a funding strategy and a capital 
expenditure review through the Office of Local Government. 
Should the move not proceed MidCoast Council will investigate commercial 
options for the site.
Council’s plans on exhibition: MidCoast Council’s Delivery Program 
(2018-2021) and Operational Plan (2018-2019) is on public exhibition until 
15 June 2018. www.midcoast.nsw.gov.au/HYS

Meagan Cooper, Communications Officer
MidCoast Council
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Less is more! Last chance to book a spot!
Surrounded by clutter? Join a free workshop at Hallidays Point Library on Tuesday 5th June 
2 – 4pm and learn how to make space in your home (and your life) by disposing of excess stuff 
sustainably. Register on-line at midcoastlibraries.com.au or talk to staff at the library. 

Special Storytime
Join us for a special Preschool Storytime event on Friday 8th June 10.30am to celebrate The Very 
Hungry Caterpillar Show at the Manning Entertainment Centre. Enjoy a reading of Eric Carle’s 
much-loved book, followed by a special craft activity presented by the Manning Regional Art 
Gallery. 

The Knit Wits Annual Exhibition
Visit the library between 28 May and 29 June to enjoy a 
colourful display of knitted wraps, “Fish & Chip Babies” 
jumpers, fingerless gloves and beanies that the Knit Wits 
group have been making during the last 12 months. This 
friendly group meet each Monday morning in the Library 
meeting room. You are welcome to join them.

Book Club Expressions of Interest
Would you like to join a book club? Speak to your Library Staff to register your interest and we 
will help organise a group for you. 

Justice of the Peace
Do you need the services of a JP? At the library we usually have a JP on call. If she is not available, 
we can give you contact details for other JPs who live locally and are willing to help out.

School Holiday Fun
The April holiday program was a 
fantastic success. Children enjoyed 
kite making, a movie, kid’s bingo, 
scratch art, and making beeswax 
wraps. A great line-up of activities 
for the July holidays is being planned 
as we go to press. This program 
should be available mid-June.

See you soon in the Library!!
Library Hours: Mon. – Fri. 10am – 5pm, - Sat. 10am – 12 noon.

DAD’S ARMY
Black Head pool cleaning crew, affectionately known as “Dad’s 
Army”, has been kept busy so far this year. As well as regular 
weekly pool cleans, special working bees have been scheduled 
to clean the pool, the parking area and surrounds on the days 
prior to the Australia Day celebration and the ANZAC day 
service.
Pool cleaning begins with draining the pool at low tide, a 
process that takes nearly 2 hours. Then spades are used to shovel out gravel, followed by the use 
of heavy duty brooms to sweep the pool. The pool sides and bottom are then pressure cleaned, 
and the surrounds cleared of litter and hosed down. It then takes about 5 hours to refill the pool. 
The pool and surrounds are taped off during the whole cleaning process.
For the winter months the pool will be cleaned fortnightly, with the date and time of the next 
cleaning working bee listed on the door of the cleaning shed.
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Great Plans Ahead  
for Our Club  
and Our Community
Our membership has risen from 700 in 2016 to 1175 in May 2018 which clearly shows that 
the community want their club to prosper and the Board of Directors at Club Blackhead have 
recognised the need to move with the times and cater to the wishes of most members.
We are still focused on our heritage of being a bowling club but we ALL need to understand 
that, as unfortunate as it is, Bowls alone cannot be the only interest or activity within our club.
In moving with the times and changing to a Sporting Club which will accommodate all 
community groups, we will create new facilities to accommodate families, functions, and 
alfresco seating.
Two meetings have been held with the Hallidays Point sporting groups and a very positive vibe 
is apparent and we would like to share this vision with all community members.

A. - Kids Playground equipment

B. - Al fresco area - seat with umbrellas

C. - Open play area with netball rings, mini soccer goals etc – can also double as 3 x 
bowling rinks if required

A-B-C - Fencing to segregate areas and for the safety of the children

D. - Full repaired / renovated Bowling green

(The vision: turn the green into synthetic for multi-purpose area, Bowls, netball training, 
soccer training etc)

E. - Bowls meeting room, heaters, urn, fridge, investigate the legalities for alcohol 
service

F. - Club House, (The Vision, turn the existing al-fresco area into extension of the club, 
change the hut into kid’s game area)

G. - Designated Smoking Area

H. - Green Keepers shed – (The vision, turn one side into male and female toilets)

The group has also discussed sponsorships, sporting grants and community events so we can all 
participate. We have formed a new sports committee, and working with representatives of the 
Board, the focus of giving back to our community and to change the club into a family friendly 
club is a priority.
Bowlers will realise that this decision is in the best interest of the club and the community as 
we move forward successfully into the future, growing and prospering in exciting times ahead.

Club Blackhead

Lakesway & Blackhead Road 
Intersection
The following is correspondence via email to MidCoast Council from Alan 
Tickle and Council’s reply:
Dear Councillors,
I refer to my previous correspondence imploring that the because of the nature 
of the Blackhead Lakesway intersection, a request to lower speed limit, be 
referred to the Traffic Committee.
Did that occur?
For your information, since my serious accident on Feb 21st where both 
drivers suffered significant injury, there have been two further accidents.
You are reminded that there is a lot going on at that intersection and it is 
particularly risky at holiday time.
Clearer lane division such as concrete fixtures coupled with a speed reduction 
from the northern approach may be an answer to add to present treatment. 
That is also the view of a senior officer from RFS who are often called upon to 
clean up following collisions.
The current situation remains a disaster in waiting and clearly is not working.
I was very lucky. Some would however question my luck, considering that 
my compressed spinal fracture will always remain compressed and my lung 
is still partially collapsed. Lucky, I guess is that I am alive and did not end up 
a paraplegic.
I do not want a fatality at that intersection before action is taken.
I have been informed that the member for Myall Lakes has requested action 
from RMS.
Support from Council, I suggest is the least the Hallidays Point Community 
expect of you.
I have CC’d Lineve Clarke, as the acting GMs email bounced, the intent being 
that my email is formally received and dealt with.
I have also copied the Editor Hallidays Point News, my fellow Committee 
members of Hallidays Point Community Liaison & Progress Association 
(CLAPA) and the Myall Lakes Electorate office of Mr. Bromhead & Fairfax 
Media.
I look forward to a response and updates to the Secretary of CLAPA, Mr. Chris 
Holland, whose email address you have.

Regards, Alan Tickle
Good afternoon Alan,
On behalf of the Mayor, David West, and Council’s Acting General Manager, 
Steve Embry, I acknowledge receipt of your emails received regarding the 
Black Head/Lakes Way intersection.

Further to your request that Council’s Local Traffic Committee (LTC) review 
the speed limit at the Blackhead/Lakesway intersection, I have spoken with 
Council’s Senior Transport Engineer, Richard Wheatley, who has provided the 
following advice:

• Roads and Maritime Services (RMS) are currently undertaking a 
review of the speed limit along The Lakes Way at Blackhead Road 
intersection following your accident in February.  They have      not 
announced their decision on this speed limit review.

• Richard has requested the Police provide details on these recent 
crashes to determine what may be the contributing factors in each 
of them.

• Richard will organise an on site meeting with the Police and RMS 
to investigate the intersection focusing on the recent crashes.

• A report will be provided to the next Local Traffic Committee 
(LTC) meeting (June) on the intersection and these crashes.

Regards, Lineve Dwyer, Executive Assistant

Thank a Firefighter St Florian’s Day
Member for Myall Lakes, Stephen Bromhead paid tribute to the amazing 
dedication of all serving fire fighters in the MidCoast community who continue 
to follow in the footsteps of St Florian, the Patron Saint of fire fighters. 
The 4th of May is International Fire Fighters’ Day, or St Florian’s Day, and is 
celebrated by both NSW Fire & Rescue and the NSW Rural Fire Service with 
annual ceremonies at which members are honoured with the Commissioners’ 
highest awards for outstanding acts of bravery of service. 
“As a community, we are enormously proud of the selflessness and dedication 
shown by our local fire fighters, who respond day in and day out to emergencies. 
“If you see a Firefighter or are passing a fire station call in and say thanks to the 
team for the amazing work they do. 
“Their bravery sets the finest example for us all and serves as a reminder that 
our emergency services personnel often go above and beyond the call of duty 
in protecting their communities,” Mr Bromhead said. 
Minister for Emergency Services Troy Grant said firefighters go about their 
jobs quietly never asking for praise or accolades, but it’s important their 
commitment and dedication is recognised. 
“Families across the state should be rightly proud of the efforts of our firefighters 
and I thank each and every one of them for their hard work,” Mr Grant said. 
“We should never take their contribution for granted, and St Florian’s Day is 
our opportunity to honour them and the incredible work they do.” 

Stephen Bromhead MP, Member for Myall Lakes

Live, Feel,
Be Well

• Home Care Packages
• Telehealth monitoring of vital health

signs at home
• Home delivered meals

Copyright © integratedliving Australia 2018 All Rights Reserved. integratedliving Australia gratefully acknowledges the 
support given by the Australian Government Department of Health.

1300 782 896   |   integratedliving.org.au

Services to help to you stay 
living a full and independent life

TOFS
The “Touring Old Farts”, 
or TOFS for short, is an organisation for retired 
& semi-retired men. It began informally over 
10 years ago and has grown to 5 sub-groups 
and almost 300 members in NSW.
TOFS MC (Mid Coast) celebrated their 1st 
anniversary in April 2018 and have grown to 
over 20 members. 
We hold monthly outings to places of 
interest, and during the last year we have 
visited: Ellenborough Falls, a brewery in 

Port Macquarie, Tuncurry Recycled Centre, 
Fighterworld, Barclays Oysters and a local 
winery. 
Interested in joining us? 
Contact:
Tour Organiser: Don Sheffield; 0408 672 242

Liaison: John Mead; 6559 3803  
or 0417 007 456

We welcome visitors on outings, and hope to 
see more residents of the Hallidays Point area 
join us for more TOFS adventures in 2018.

More info: Google; TOFS Inc
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Fighterworld, Barclays Oysters and a local 
winery. 
Interested in joining us? 
Contact:
Tour Organiser: Don Sheffield; 0408 672 242

Liaison: John Mead; 6559 3803  
or 0417 007 456

We welcome visitors on outings, and hope to 
see more residents of the Hallidays Point area 
join us for more TOFS adventures in 2018.

More info: Google; TOFS Inc
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All districts also have communications brigades whose members handle the 
radio traffic in the district in tandem with our centralised callout system. 
Communications brigades, like all other Rural Fire Service brigades, have 
periods of calm interspersed with times of incredible activity. Having good 
communications is essential to safe, effective firefighting.
We all see footage on the news of the wonderful helicopters and other aircraft, 
including the amazing Elvis, who work long hours during the peak bushfire 
season. These aircraft need people to refuel them, top up the water in the 
tanks or buckets, and generally keep the aircraft in the air. There are usually 
aircraft based at Taree aerodrome throughout the summer and volunteers are 
needed, helping to keep the aircraft ready to fight fires up and down the east 
coast.
The other main non active firefighting work is community engagement, 
of which this little article in a community newsletter is one example. Our 
local community engagement brigade, with the help of firefighters from 
other brigades, runs programs in schools, conducts open days, speaks to 
community groups and attends various markets, fetes and other events. We 
also have cadet programs in local high schools and contribute to newsletters 
and are available to visit your property and help devise ways to reduce your 
fire risk.
Does any of this sound like you ? Then come and join us in this vital work.

For further information, please contact Robyn King,  
Community Engagement Officer, Rainbow Flat Brigade on 6559 2041

Pre-June 30 
Opportunities  
to Reduce Tax - by Alan Tickle
It is always wise to seek advice before June 30th from a taxation adviser and 
this year is no exception. 
Superannuation contribution rule changes enable salary and wages earners, 
to contribute up to $25,000 for the year including employer contributions, as 
a concessional contribution.
Previously this could only be achieved via a salary sacrificed contribution. 
Now, personal savings can be contributed, and a tax deduction claimed.

Reducing the impact of Capital Gains Tax:
Tax is payable on the net capital gain at the tax payers marginal rate of tax, 
so where a deductible contribution to superannuation lowers the taxpayer’s 
income so that the marginal tax rate is lowered, this has the effect of reducing 
how much tax might otherwise be paid on a realized capital gain, such as from 
sale of investment property or shares.

Disposing of unrealised capital losses may also be effective in reducing net 
capital gains. 

Downsizer Superannuation Contributions:
Provided a contract dated on or after July 1st, 2018, for sale of a residential 
property that has been the principal place of residence for ten years or more, 
there is a one off opportunity for retirees aged over 65, to contribute up to 
$300,000 each (where a couple is involved) from the home sale proceeds, to 
superannuation, free of contribution tax.

Why would that be an advantage?
In cases where tax would be otherwise be paid on the income earned 
from investment, placing proceeds to superannuation and then funding a 
superannuation income stream from either an account based or allocated 
pension, or fixed rate annuity, produces tax free income.

An opportunity not considered by the Government:
Account based pensions or superannuation funds balances, are broken up as 
having either taxable or tax -free components.
In the event of death and should those funds pass to a non-financial dependent 
such as adult children, then death benefit tax at the rate of 15% applies on the 
taxable component.
This is often not understood nor managed when estate planning such as 
establishment of Wills and Superannuation Beneficiaries are nominated.
It has been stated in previous columns, that where either the taxation or 
financial planner is not consulted when that type of action is undertaken, the 
taxation elements can end up costing an estate considerably. 
The potential exists for a retiree who meets downsizer rules, to cash in their 
superannuation pensions that might contain taxable components and use the 
downsizer provision to re-contribute, to fund retirement income.
The caveat is that Centrelink considerations should be considered before such 
action is taken where a pension fund commenced before 1st January 2015 as 
the grandfathered income test provisions may apply and be lost if the account 
is closed. 

Spouse Super Split:
A strategy surprisingly not used often enough, is electing to transfer 85% of 
the previous year’s deductible contributions to a superannuation member’s 
spouse. 
This can be very useful when there is an age difference and an earlier condition 
of release being met by the receiving spouse or a superannuation pension 
election becoming available for the spouse. 

PENSION AND AGED CARE
MID NORTH COAST

FINANCIAL SOLUTIONS PTY LTD

Pension & Aged Care 
Claims Completion

Phone 6515 1122

We provide compassion and 
help during the Aged Care 

and Pension process

Aged Care Funding Solutions

Liaison with families, legal adviser 
and aged care provider

www.mncpacs.com.au

Diamond Beach  
Rural Fire Brigade
2 Members – 96 Years’ Service
Two members of Diamond Beach Rural Fire Brigade, Captain Russell Gray 
and Senior Deputy Captain Ronald Smith, 
were presented with medals on the 2nd of May 
in recognition of the outstanding contributions 
they have made to the NSW Rural Fire Service. 
Between them the Captains of Diamond Beach 
Brigade have amassed an amazing 96 years 
active service to firefighting in New South 
Wales. It was perfect weather for the Investiture 
Ceremony conducted by His Excellency, 
Governor David Hurley at Government House 
Sydney. 

At the Brigade’s AGM in May, Russell Gray was 
awarded a Long Service Medal in recognition of 
his 34 years’ service by RFS District Manager Kam 
Baker. Russell joined the Belrose Rural Fire Brigade 
in 1984 and was Captain of Belrose Brigade before 
he and wife Noeline moved to Diamond Beach in 
2006 and he transferred to the Diamond Beach RFS. 
After a stint as Deputy Captain and then Senior 
Deputy Captain Russell became Captain last year 
and was unanimously re-elected at the May AGM.
Ron Smith, with 62 years’ service to the RFS, followed 
last year’s presentation of clasps to his Long Service 
Medal with one of the highest awards possible for a 
firefighter in Australia in the Australia Day Honours 
List. He was awarded the Australian Fire Service 
Medal which is awarded for distinguished service 

by a member of an Australian fire service.
Ron joined the Oakville Bushfire Brigade in 1956. 
The fire station was situated on the Smith family 
farm and at the time the fire appliances consisted of 
a farm truck which carried a 1,000-gallon water tank 
and a Model T Ford which was used to transport 
knapsacks. As Ron was the only capable driver, at 
the age of 14 he was given special permission to 
drive the trucks on the road to fires.
In 1960 he also joined the Windsor Civil Defence 
(now known as the SES) and was heavily involved 
with major floods around the Windsor area during 
the 1960’s, in particular with the boat rescue crews.
In 1976 Ron joined the Kenthurst Brigade where 
at various times he held the positions of Deputy 
Captain, Senior Deputy Captain, Captain and 
President.
In 2003 Ron and his wife Lynne moved to Hallidays Point and he joined the Diamond Beach 
Brigade. During his time here, he has been a Deputy Captain, Training Officer, President and is 
currently Senior Deputy Captain and Vice President.

Martin Davies, Deputy Captain

Rainbow Flat Rural Fire Brigade 
Helping In A Different Way
You don’t have to be an active firefighter to help in the work of your local 
volunteer rural fire brigade. All brigades are happy to welcome new members 
for a variety of roles. Locally some key ones are in aviation support, catering, 
communications and community education. Sometimes these roles might be 
in the brigade, at other times you might be needed somewhere else in the district or further 
afield. Training will be offered and there is never any obligation to help at any given time or at 
any particular incident.
If catering is your thing, then consider the Tuncurry catering brigade. This unit supplies 
nutritious fresh meals and snacks for firefighters on the fire front throughout the district. This 
friendly group of volunteers is greatly appreciated by all firefighters as there is nothing like a 
good meal to reinvigorate the body and rejuvenate the mind.

Ron was presented with the AFSM along with NSW RFS 
members David Cordery, Alan Tucker and Peter Wykes.

Ron Smith (R) with RFS Commissioner Shane 
Fitzsimmons AFSM at the Investiture Ceremony, 

Government House, Sydney.

Russell Gray (L) with District Manager Kam Baker 
following presentation of his Long Service Medal.
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All districts also have communications brigades whose members handle the 
radio traffic in the district in tandem with our centralised callout system. 
Communications brigades, like all other Rural Fire Service brigades, have 
periods of calm interspersed with times of incredible activity. Having good 
communications is essential to safe, effective firefighting.
We all see footage on the news of the wonderful helicopters and other aircraft, 
including the amazing Elvis, who work long hours during the peak bushfire 
season. These aircraft need people to refuel them, top up the water in the 
tanks or buckets, and generally keep the aircraft in the air. There are usually 
aircraft based at Taree aerodrome throughout the summer and volunteers are 
needed, helping to keep the aircraft ready to fight fires up and down the east 
coast.
The other main non active firefighting work is community engagement, 
of which this little article in a community newsletter is one example. Our 
local community engagement brigade, with the help of firefighters from 
other brigades, runs programs in schools, conducts open days, speaks to 
community groups and attends various markets, fetes and other events. We 
also have cadet programs in local high schools and contribute to newsletters 
and are available to visit your property and help devise ways to reduce your 
fire risk.
Does any of this sound like you ? Then come and join us in this vital work.

For further information, please contact Robyn King,  
Community Engagement Officer, Rainbow Flat Brigade on 6559 2041

Pre-June 30 
Opportunities  
to Reduce Tax - by Alan Tickle
It is always wise to seek advice before June 30th from a taxation adviser and 
this year is no exception. 
Superannuation contribution rule changes enable salary and wages earners, 
to contribute up to $25,000 for the year including employer contributions, as 
a concessional contribution.
Previously this could only be achieved via a salary sacrificed contribution. 
Now, personal savings can be contributed, and a tax deduction claimed.

Reducing the impact of Capital Gains Tax:
Tax is payable on the net capital gain at the tax payers marginal rate of tax, 
so where a deductible contribution to superannuation lowers the taxpayer’s 
income so that the marginal tax rate is lowered, this has the effect of reducing 
how much tax might otherwise be paid on a realized capital gain, such as from 
sale of investment property or shares.

Disposing of unrealised capital losses may also be effective in reducing net 
capital gains. 

Downsizer Superannuation Contributions:
Provided a contract dated on or after July 1st, 2018, for sale of a residential 
property that has been the principal place of residence for ten years or more, 
there is a one off opportunity for retirees aged over 65, to contribute up to 
$300,000 each (where a couple is involved) from the home sale proceeds, to 
superannuation, free of contribution tax.

Why would that be an advantage?
In cases where tax would be otherwise be paid on the income earned 
from investment, placing proceeds to superannuation and then funding a 
superannuation income stream from either an account based or allocated 
pension, or fixed rate annuity, produces tax free income.

An opportunity not considered by the Government:
Account based pensions or superannuation funds balances, are broken up as 
having either taxable or tax -free components.
In the event of death and should those funds pass to a non-financial dependent 
such as adult children, then death benefit tax at the rate of 15% applies on the 
taxable component.
This is often not understood nor managed when estate planning such as 
establishment of Wills and Superannuation Beneficiaries are nominated.
It has been stated in previous columns, that where either the taxation or 
financial planner is not consulted when that type of action is undertaken, the 
taxation elements can end up costing an estate considerably. 
The potential exists for a retiree who meets downsizer rules, to cash in their 
superannuation pensions that might contain taxable components and use the 
downsizer provision to re-contribute, to fund retirement income.
The caveat is that Centrelink considerations should be considered before such 
action is taken where a pension fund commenced before 1st January 2015 as 
the grandfathered income test provisions may apply and be lost if the account 
is closed. 

Spouse Super Split:
A strategy surprisingly not used often enough, is electing to transfer 85% of 
the previous year’s deductible contributions to a superannuation member’s 
spouse. 
This can be very useful when there is an age difference and an earlier condition 
of release being met by the receiving spouse or a superannuation pension 
election becoming available for the spouse. 
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Diamond Beach  
Rural Fire Brigade
2 Members – 96 Years’ Service
Two members of Diamond Beach Rural Fire Brigade, Captain Russell Gray 
and Senior Deputy Captain Ronald Smith, 
were presented with medals on the 2nd of May 
in recognition of the outstanding contributions 
they have made to the NSW Rural Fire Service. 
Between them the Captains of Diamond Beach 
Brigade have amassed an amazing 96 years 
active service to firefighting in New South 
Wales. It was perfect weather for the Investiture 
Ceremony conducted by His Excellency, 
Governor David Hurley at Government House 
Sydney. 

At the Brigade’s AGM in May, Russell Gray was 
awarded a Long Service Medal in recognition of 
his 34 years’ service by RFS District Manager Kam 
Baker. Russell joined the Belrose Rural Fire Brigade 
in 1984 and was Captain of Belrose Brigade before 
he and wife Noeline moved to Diamond Beach in 
2006 and he transferred to the Diamond Beach RFS. 
After a stint as Deputy Captain and then Senior 
Deputy Captain Russell became Captain last year 
and was unanimously re-elected at the May AGM.
Ron Smith, with 62 years’ service to the RFS, followed 
last year’s presentation of clasps to his Long Service 
Medal with one of the highest awards possible for a 
firefighter in Australia in the Australia Day Honours 
List. He was awarded the Australian Fire Service 
Medal which is awarded for distinguished service 

by a member of an Australian fire service.
Ron joined the Oakville Bushfire Brigade in 1956. 
The fire station was situated on the Smith family 
farm and at the time the fire appliances consisted of 
a farm truck which carried a 1,000-gallon water tank 
and a Model T Ford which was used to transport 
knapsacks. As Ron was the only capable driver, at 
the age of 14 he was given special permission to 
drive the trucks on the road to fires.
In 1960 he also joined the Windsor Civil Defence 
(now known as the SES) and was heavily involved 
with major floods around the Windsor area during 
the 1960’s, in particular with the boat rescue crews.
In 1976 Ron joined the Kenthurst Brigade where 
at various times he held the positions of Deputy 
Captain, Senior Deputy Captain, Captain and 
President.
In 2003 Ron and his wife Lynne moved to Hallidays Point and he joined the Diamond Beach 
Brigade. During his time here, he has been a Deputy Captain, Training Officer, President and is 
currently Senior Deputy Captain and Vice President.

Martin Davies, Deputy Captain

Rainbow Flat Rural Fire Brigade 
Helping In A Different Way
You don’t have to be an active firefighter to help in the work of your local 
volunteer rural fire brigade. All brigades are happy to welcome new members 
for a variety of roles. Locally some key ones are in aviation support, catering, 
communications and community education. Sometimes these roles might be 
in the brigade, at other times you might be needed somewhere else in the district or further 
afield. Training will be offered and there is never any obligation to help at any given time or at 
any particular incident.
If catering is your thing, then consider the Tuncurry catering brigade. This unit supplies 
nutritious fresh meals and snacks for firefighters on the fire front throughout the district. This 
friendly group of volunteers is greatly appreciated by all firefighters as there is nothing like a 
good meal to reinvigorate the body and rejuvenate the mind.

Ron was presented with the AFSM along with NSW RFS 
members David Cordery, Alan Tucker and Peter Wykes.

Ron Smith (R) with RFS Commissioner Shane 
Fitzsimmons AFSM at the Investiture Ceremony, 

Government House, Sydney.

Russell Gray (L) with District Manager Kam Baker 
following presentation of his Long Service Medal.
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Lions Club of 
Hallidays Point
Help Divert Hail Damaged Roofing 
to Dunedoo nothing less will DO
The Dunedoo area was devasted with 
bush fires in February 2017. Thousands 
of acres of pastures and kilometres 
of fencing destroyed, stock lost, and 
buildings wiped out.
Ron Gallagher President of Dunedoo 
Lions, towards the end of March this 
year, was asked if the community could 
do with some hail damaged roofing, his 
reply “Thank you for thinking of us, yes 
we would definitely be interested in the 
iron”
The conversation was enough motivation to go about making it happen. On 
Friday May 4 Lions Club of Hallidays Point picked up the first lot of roofing. 
The roofing is being stock piled before being trucked to Dunedoo.
Much of the iron was simply being sent to our local tips for recycling.  
Contacting roofers to help out has been well received with all willing to 
support getting roofing to Dunedoo. 
We have been able to acquire two storage locations one at Tallwoods and 
another at Tuncurry Waste Management Centre.

Our ability to get the job done, is now the challenge. The project involves 
picking up the roofing at the work site and transporting it to one of the storage 
locations. The problem is there is an exit of a significant number of members 
on annual holidays
We need some helpers. Can you donate around three hours a week (or 
whatever time you can give) over the next month to help pick up roofing?
If your home is in line for re-roofing, why not ask your roofer if Dunedoo can 
have it?

Please contact Barry Gazzard: Phone/Text: 0425 209 335 
Email: barry.gazzard@hallidayspointlions.org.au

This is a wonderful opportunity for our Coastal Community of Hallidays 
Point to genuinely and practically demonstrate we care about helping the 
bush fire recovery effort.

Lion Ray Piper

Lions Pop Up Shop
Children’s Cancer Research Fundraising 
Bottle 1. Totalled $148.45 and donations of 5 cent pieces has half-
filled the second bottle on the shop counter, so thanks everyone for your 
continued support and a reminder that 100% of money raised goes to the 
Children’s Cancer Research fund.
Customer feedback is very important to us so feel free to write in our 
comments book on the counter. 

Shop Hours - Thursday, Friday, 
Saturday 8.30am-1pm

and First Sunday of the month. 
Lion Helen Bauert

Hallidays Point Garden Club 
Christine and Bob Ricketts hosted the club’s 
April meeting at their home and garden 
at Diamond Beach. The day began a little 
overcast but, like so many recent Autumn 
days, turned out to be quite hot. This is a 
great home for garden club meetings and 
for entertaining in general with its two large 
decks, one at the front, the other at the rear. The meeting was held on one with 
the delicious morning tea set out on the other.
Christine and Bob are constantly improving their property and have added a 
lovely water feature near the pool. They have plans to add a pond at the front 
of their property and a bank with trees to screen the houses across the road. 
There was a fabulous display of brilliantly-coloured 
bougainvillea, some magnificent bottlebrushes, 
beautiful shade trees and borders planted out with 
azaleas and rhododendrons. Christine also has an 
interest in the propagation of plants.
Garden Club members were treated to three 
demonstrations by Christine of the creation of 
beautiful floral arrangements, one of which was 

then auctioned off and bought by member, Margaret 
Mattiske. Members had kindly provided a wealth 
of greenery and flowers to help make up these 
arrangements. Photos of the arrangements can be 
seen on the club’s Facebook page.
Thanks, and appreciation is extended to Christine 
and Bob for their hospitality.
For any Garden Club enquiries, please contact 
Secretary, Annie Mayne, on 6559 2570. 

Hallidays Point Probus
Our Open Day meeting on 1st May started with President Peter Hester 
welcoming everyone, and he was delighted to introduce our 5 visitors, all of 
whom were very impressed, so much so that two of them took application 
forms and a third applied on the spot. This brings our total membership to a 
healthy 110. A very good effort for a village the size of Hallidays Point.
It being so close to Anzac Day, The Probus Singers sang “In Flanders Fields”, 
which they had also performed at the Dawn Service, to honour all those who made the ultimate 
sacrifice to ensure the freedom we have now.
Instead of a 10-minute speaker President Peter had prepared a slide show to illustrate some of 
the activities our Probus Club has organised over the years, and he talked about the aims of 
Probus: providing intellectual stimulus, and offering fun, fellowship and friendship.
The bridge club is revived under mentor Kim Green, one of our newest members; every 
Wednesday at the library from 1.30 – about 4 pm.  Beginners more than welcome. It’s to be a 
social affair (with a coffee break in between), no playing for sheep stations!
Four men, led by Alan Bates, were in charge of Morning Tea 
because of Mother’s Day later in the month, and they put up 
a real good spread (obviously Alan had some difficulty in 
choosing the cakes at Woolies, so he bought one of each). There 
were also delicious home-made sausage rolls and curried egg 
sandwiches, nobody needed lunch after this meeting!
Alan Bates (so versatile, this man) filled the slot of the guest 
speaker, his subject of course being “Mothers”. He is a master in 
getting his audience to participate, and many a memory of what 
our mothers taught/forbade/advised us was shared. I liked this 
advice: “Marry rich and suffer in comfort”! We were all taken 
back to the time when we were someone’s child; in my opinion 
this sort of impromptu speech is delightful.

On Tuesday 8th May it was 
BBQ and Boules Day again. 
We do this twice a year, and for 
about 14 years this event was organised by Allan Buckingham. 
He decided it was time someone 
else had a go, and Helen Bush 
stepped up to take it on. She 
did a great job, organising the 
BBQ and explaining the very 
strict (not really!) rules of Jeu 
de Boules. The winner this time 
was Marilyn Wilson, after a 
fierce battle with finalists Peter 
Hester, Guy Struthers and 
Margaret Waldock.

In June we all go to the Bowlo for lunch after the general meeting, always something to look 
forward to. 

Anna Hamers 

Interested in joining? Our club meets every 1st Tuesday of the month  
(except in January) at the Surf Club in Black Head, 9.45 for a 10 am start. 
For more info please contact our secretary John Clucas on 0417 036 550  

or email jokay49@gmail.com.

• Free quotes

• New homes and renovations

• All maintenance work

• Over 20 years experience

• Reliable and on time

Carl Lic no. 103849C0410 517 761

LYNX ELECTRIX

May Birthdays

Margaret - “ My favourite shop, I always 
take home more than I donate “

Nikki & Berry - “ The best shop in Hallidays 
Point, its clothed us and decorated our home 

and is a joy each time we visit,  
everything is clean and fresh”

Allan - “Very good shop, it helps the 
community, love the books and friendly staff”

Judy - “I love shopping here because the Pop 
Up Shop gives back to the community”

Margie “ The shop is absolutely superb; 
the staff maintain it to the ultimate and its a 
pleasure dealing within and you never know 

what treasure you may find”
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Hallidays Point
Help Divert Hail Damaged Roofing 
to Dunedoo nothing less will DO
The Dunedoo area was devasted with 
bush fires in February 2017. Thousands 
of acres of pastures and kilometres 
of fencing destroyed, stock lost, and 
buildings wiped out.
Ron Gallagher President of Dunedoo 
Lions, towards the end of March this 
year, was asked if the community could 
do with some hail damaged roofing, his 
reply “Thank you for thinking of us, yes 
we would definitely be interested in the 
iron”
The conversation was enough motivation to go about making it happen. On 
Friday May 4 Lions Club of Hallidays Point picked up the first lot of roofing. 
The roofing is being stock piled before being trucked to Dunedoo.
Much of the iron was simply being sent to our local tips for recycling.  
Contacting roofers to help out has been well received with all willing to 
support getting roofing to Dunedoo. 
We have been able to acquire two storage locations one at Tallwoods and 
another at Tuncurry Waste Management Centre.

Our ability to get the job done, is now the challenge. The project involves 
picking up the roofing at the work site and transporting it to one of the storage 
locations. The problem is there is an exit of a significant number of members 
on annual holidays
We need some helpers. Can you donate around three hours a week (or 
whatever time you can give) over the next month to help pick up roofing?
If your home is in line for re-roofing, why not ask your roofer if Dunedoo can 
have it?

Please contact Barry Gazzard: Phone/Text: 0425 209 335 
Email: barry.gazzard@hallidayspointlions.org.au

This is a wonderful opportunity for our Coastal Community of Hallidays 
Point to genuinely and practically demonstrate we care about helping the 
bush fire recovery effort.

Lion Ray Piper

Lions Pop Up Shop
Children’s Cancer Research Fundraising 
Bottle 1. Totalled $148.45 and donations of 5 cent pieces has half-
filled the second bottle on the shop counter, so thanks everyone for your 
continued support and a reminder that 100% of money raised goes to the 
Children’s Cancer Research fund.
Customer feedback is very important to us so feel free to write in our 
comments book on the counter. 

Shop Hours - Thursday, Friday, 
Saturday 8.30am-1pm

and First Sunday of the month. 
Lion Helen Bauert

Hallidays Point Garden Club 
Christine and Bob Ricketts hosted the club’s 
April meeting at their home and garden 
at Diamond Beach. The day began a little 
overcast but, like so many recent Autumn 
days, turned out to be quite hot. This is a 
great home for garden club meetings and 
for entertaining in general with its two large 
decks, one at the front, the other at the rear. The meeting was held on one with 
the delicious morning tea set out on the other.
Christine and Bob are constantly improving their property and have added a 
lovely water feature near the pool. They have plans to add a pond at the front 
of their property and a bank with trees to screen the houses across the road. 
There was a fabulous display of brilliantly-coloured 
bougainvillea, some magnificent bottlebrushes, 
beautiful shade trees and borders planted out with 
azaleas and rhododendrons. Christine also has an 
interest in the propagation of plants.
Garden Club members were treated to three 
demonstrations by Christine of the creation of 
beautiful floral arrangements, one of which was 

then auctioned off and bought by member, Margaret 
Mattiske. Members had kindly provided a wealth 
of greenery and flowers to help make up these 
arrangements. Photos of the arrangements can be 
seen on the club’s Facebook page.
Thanks, and appreciation is extended to Christine 
and Bob for their hospitality.
For any Garden Club enquiries, please contact 
Secretary, Annie Mayne, on 6559 2570. 

Hallidays Point Probus
Our Open Day meeting on 1st May started with President Peter Hester 
welcoming everyone, and he was delighted to introduce our 5 visitors, all of 
whom were very impressed, so much so that two of them took application 
forms and a third applied on the spot. This brings our total membership to a 
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It being so close to Anzac Day, The Probus Singers sang “In Flanders Fields”, 
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sacrifice to ensure the freedom we have now.
Instead of a 10-minute speaker President Peter had prepared a slide show to illustrate some of 
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The bridge club is revived under mentor Kim Green, one of our newest members; every 
Wednesday at the library from 1.30 – about 4 pm.  Beginners more than welcome. It’s to be a 
social affair (with a coffee break in between), no playing for sheep stations!
Four men, led by Alan Bates, were in charge of Morning Tea 
because of Mother’s Day later in the month, and they put up 
a real good spread (obviously Alan had some difficulty in 
choosing the cakes at Woolies, so he bought one of each). There 
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Alan Bates (so versatile, this man) filled the slot of the guest 
speaker, his subject of course being “Mothers”. He is a master in 
getting his audience to participate, and many a memory of what 
our mothers taught/forbade/advised us was shared. I liked this 
advice: “Marry rich and suffer in comfort”! We were all taken 
back to the time when we were someone’s child; in my opinion 
this sort of impromptu speech is delightful.
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BBQ and Boules Day again. 
We do this twice a year, and for 
about 14 years this event was organised by Allan Buckingham. 
He decided it was time someone 
else had a go, and Helen Bush 
stepped up to take it on. She 
did a great job, organising the 
BBQ and explaining the very 
strict (not really!) rules of Jeu 
de Boules. The winner this time 
was Marilyn Wilson, after a 
fierce battle with finalists Peter 
Hester, Guy Struthers and 
Margaret Waldock.

In June we all go to the Bowlo for lunch after the general meeting, always something to look 
forward to. 

Anna Hamers 

Interested in joining? Our club meets every 1st Tuesday of the month  
(except in January) at the Surf Club in Black Head, 9.45 for a 10 am start. 
For more info please contact our secretary John Clucas on 0417 036 550  

or email jokay49@gmail.com.

• Free quotes

• New homes and renovations

• All maintenance work

• Over 20 years experience

• Reliable and on time

Carl Lic no. 103849C0410 517 761

LYNX ELECTRIX

May Birthdays

Margaret - “ My favourite shop, I always 
take home more than I donate “

Nikki & Berry - “ The best shop in Hallidays 
Point, its clothed us and decorated our home 

and is a joy each time we visit,  
everything is clean and fresh”

Allan - “Very good shop, it helps the 
community, love the books and friendly staff”

Judy - “I love shopping here because the Pop 
Up Shop gives back to the community”

Margie “ The shop is absolutely superb; 
the staff maintain it to the ultimate and its a 
pleasure dealing within and you never know 

what treasure you may find”
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Tailor provides the best action on the beach, many of creditable size with Tim 
McNamara with his usual successful catch using metal lures, on Tuncurry 
Beach. They are also plentiful off 7 Mile, Diamond and the rocks.
Only the odd bream has been landed at this stage, but they’ll be here. Worms, 
pipis, fish bait, prawns and yabbies are the popular baits and fish in creamy, 
agitated waters – rarely taken in still green water. Luke, from Tuncurry 
Tackle, told me the first of the blackfish (luderick) are showing. Harder to 
find, however, is the green weed to catch although I’ve seen an artificial plastic 
replica used with some success.
Have a look at this 11Kg monster of 
a snapper, Josh Trotter caught near 
Snapper rock and another great one of 
10Kg boated by Brad Baxter -  again. 
Josh’s is the largest I’ve heard of in my 
50 plus years fishing here and his was 

one of dozens of boats fishing around 
this area, most trying their luck chasing 
spotty and spanish mackerel.
I’m hearing fantastic reports from 
many off-shore anglers some going 
very wide and “bagging out” on 
many species including large flathead, 

teraglin, snapper and even cod. It all sounds rosy for the coming weeks so…
Good Fishing, Trevor

Tank’s Corner
Hi to everyone (Pets and Owners). My Dad has asked 
me to tell you of some temporary opening times of 
Diamond Beach Veterinary Clinic for the period 14th 
June to 24th July. 
During this period the Clinic will be open 8.30am to 12.30pm            Monday 
to Friday. 
Emergency Services will be available at ALL other times by calling 65592277.  
Breck Muir (Veterinary Surgeon) and Jess Carrick (Veterinary Nurse) will 
attend the above opening hours. Unfortunately, I will not be in attendance 
during this time as my sore typing paws will be recovering at home. Please 
call in and see me (or maybe my staff – Dad, Mum, Breck and Jess) after 
this period as I am hoping Dad and Mum will have plenty of stories about 
their holiday. I will have to supervise them to make sure they don’t get all the 
attention which is usually reserved for me!
Please keep your Pets warm during Winter, but avoid placing them in front 
of Fans, Heaters and fires, as the heat can burn the back of your Pets throat. 
Don’t leave your Pet in a car with the heater on as they can get too hot. I 

like Hot Dogs, but not hot dogs. I will talk to you all again most likely in the 
October newsletter. All the best for the Winter period and keep up with the 
Tick preventatives. 

Lots of Licks. TANK. 
Diamond Beach Veterinary Clinic, Ph: 6559 2277

Michael’s Computer 
Trouble Shooting
To Update or Not to Update? That is the question.
Yes, I know what it is like. You’re working away on that important document 
and a message window pops up on your screen saying something needs to be 
updated. It always seems to happen at the most inopportune times or you’re 
not sure if you need to update this software. So, you click later.
As much as these updates are a pain in the butt, there are good reasons for 
keeping your computer up to date.
Hackers and cyber criminals are always looking for ways to exploit holes in the 
code of different pieces of software, most particularly your operating system. 
For most people, this is Windows, although Apple and Linux operating 
systems are vulnerable too. There is a sophisticated game of cat and mouse 
going on in the cyber world that you don’t see until you get attacked in some 
way. The baddies find holes in some software code that gives them access to 
your computer in some way. The software developers then rewrite that code to 
block the baddies, so the baddies find another entry point and so on.
So, it is important to let your updates run ASAP. Windows pretty much forces 
them onto you nowadays. It can be annoying that when you go to shut down, 
windows makes you wait for an update to be installed, but at least it is done.
Your anti-virus software is the next most important update. Every day your 
AV software updates its signatures. These signatures are the software’s way of 
identifying new threats. These updates should be done ASAP. Your browser 
is the next thing to keep up to date. I prefer to use Google Chrome, which 
updates itself regularly, but you can check for updates in the help section in 
the system toolbar (three little dots in the top right of the toolbar).
Other pieces of software that may require updates include JavaScript and Flash 
Player (both should be done when prompted), Microsoft Office, accounting 
packages like MYOB, your media player and even some games can improve 
with being updated.
If an update screws up your system, and they do occasionally, remember you 
can use the system restore feature in Windows to take you back to before it 
was installed. 

Good Luck, Michael, Gallen

Art News - 
Craft in the 
Area  
Hallidays Point 
Knit Wits
Hallidays Point Knit Wits is a group of local ladies who meet every Monday at 
our library to knit for charities. Since July 2017 we have donated 65 blankets 
to “Wrap with Love”, a voluntary organisation with hundreds of contributors 
from around Australia, that distributes knitted blankets to over 75 countries 
worldwide.

Our group has continued its association with the Samaritans of Taree 
by donating 54 pairs of fingerless gloves & 110 beanies. Samaritans then 
distribute these items to the homeless & needy of the Manning-Great Lakes 
area. We have also provided comfort blankets to Hallidays Point Lions Club 
for Forster Police to distribute.
We encourage any interested people to come along and join us on Monday 
mornings. Also, donations of 8ply wool would be gratefully accepted.

Story by Knit Wits

Hallidays Point  
Senior Citizens Association
Our last Blackhead Bazaar for the summer was held on Sunday 6th. The 
weather was lovely, and it was a great day to finish off the Bazaar for the 
season. We appreciate your support throughout the summer months and look 
forward to seeing you next Spring.  Thanks as always to our volunteer cooks 
and assistants at the bazaar, we couldn’t do without them.
Our General Meeting was held on Monday 28 May at 10.00am and we thank 
our Members who attended. Discussion items will be advised next month
Happy June birthdays to: 

We had a most enjoyable day visiting the Hillview 
Herb Farm at Gloucester on Tuesday 8th. Karen was 
our hostess and had us enthralled by the interesting 
history of the development of the herb farm. A 
lovely lunch was provided utilising an array of 
herbs and made us all want to take our herbs home 
and get them into the ground as soon as possible! 
As well as herbs, there were many delicious teas, 
salad dressings, flavoured salts as well as beauty 
products to sample. Shopping bags full, we then 
made a short stop to the Book Barn at Gloucester 
on our way home and finished with afternoon tea 
at Wingham Brush. 
Our next trip is on Tuesday 12 June when we will 
travel to Bulahdelah to visit and hear a commentary 
on the historic courthouse, then via the back way to 
the punt and on to Tea Gardens for lunch. The list is 
now on the notice board at the community centre, 
so please put your name down.  
We remind potential new members that we play bingo, cards, croquet, do Tai 
Chi, hold art classes, enjoy poetry readings and take monthly bus trips. We 
also hold information sessions with guest speakers. If you’re new to the area, 
come along and join us. 
By the way, just because we’re called the Senior Citizens, doesn’t mean that we 
are, we’re really the “young at hearts”!

Our Natural World
with Geraldine
Blue Wrens – oh so cute but 
oh so unfaithful
If you have a group of Blue Wrens in your garden you are very lucky, they 
are such a picture-perfect family unit with delightful personalities. There is 

dad, the male Blue Wren has dazzling blue 
plumage on his head, mum is a dull brown 
version of dad and then there are several 
helpers, offspring from previous broods. 
They mostly feed on the ground and in 
low thickets. The family feeds together as 
a small social group eating garden insects 

like grasshoppers. Dad is a fierce protector of his family; my sister has had a 
wren at her house that will attack his own reflection on a window for hours!  
But the “happy family” is not quite 
as it seems. When the breeding 
season starts so begins a string of 
illicit affairs. Before dawn each day 
both mum and dad will sneak out 
into neighbouring territories for 
romantic trysts with other wrens. 
This behaviour has earned them the title of being the most unfaithful bird in 
the animal kingdom. Scientists (rather boring) explanation is that the birds 
do this because laying lots of eggs fertilised by different males increases the 
genetic health of the overall population.
To hatch their new brood the Mum builds a nest about 1 metre above the 
ground in a tight thicket of dense shrubs. She fashions the nest from spider’s 
webs, twigs and grass and lines it with feathers and animal hair. Only the 
female bird sits on the eggs but the others in the social group feed and protect 
the newly hatched babies, leaving mum to lay up to three broods per season.
If you want to attract the wrens to your garden plant dense bushes in a corner 
to offer fairy-wrens protection from predators and a safe place to nest. Some of 
their favourite protective plants include Lemon Bottlebrush, Lemon-scented 
Darwinia and Hakeas. A birdbath placed near dense bushes will also entice 
these pretty birds into the garden. They like the bath to be close to bushes, so 
they have somewhere safe to quickly fly to if they see a predator.
And just one last note, the birdwatchers will tell you that the Blue Wrens real 
name on his birth certificate is Superb Fairy-wren.

Fishing News
I continue to be fascinated by the resilience and 
reliability of nature. We have the luxury of being able to 
refer to a calendar not so our piscatorial friends in the 
salt water. However, it is uncanny that we know the sea 
mullet will run in the later part of April, joined by the 
first of the whales, both travelling north. This exodus will be followed in May 
by bream and blackfish. Tailor and garfish are also abundant. Meanwhile the 
whiting and flathead have tapered off and will appear again in summer.
This pattern (and much more) repeats itself year after year and this continuing 
sequence is the financial life blood of the professional fishermen and at the 
same time providing a lot of fun for thousands of anglers who are better able 
to fill their bags if they utilise this knowledge. There are many natural things 
that are triggers for these migrations – currents, water temperatures, wind 
direction and so on.
It is not uncommon for the schools of mullet to mass to many tonnes and 
provide spectacular and repeated scenes of carnage by sharks and dolphins. 
One particular scene on Facebook, taken by a drone near Hagen’s Rock at 
Forster shows a hapless school corralled by over a dozen grey nurse sharks 
and also harried by a pod of dolphins. Several locals viewed a large shark 
of Black Head Beach completely out of the water and horizontal, feverishly 
chasing mullet.
An app. has shown the statistics of the catch and tag of sharks between the 
end of October to the beginning of March.  Of 261 tagged at this time only 
36 were tiger sharks, and there were NO bull sharks and the remainder were 
white pointers – far in excess of those in the Ballina and Byron Bay area which 
has generated much publicity.

Dr David 
GILLESPIE MP

 144 Victoria Street, Taree NSW 2450      6583 2077            DavidGillespieMP

 davidgillespie.com.au     david.gillespie.mp@aph.gov.au 

Federal funding towards $7-million in industry 
and manufacturing in the Manning projects 

creating over 200 new jobs.
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Tailor provides the best action on the beach, many of creditable size with Tim 
McNamara with his usual successful catch using metal lures, on Tuncurry 
Beach. They are also plentiful off 7 Mile, Diamond and the rocks.
Only the odd bream has been landed at this stage, but they’ll be here. Worms, 
pipis, fish bait, prawns and yabbies are the popular baits and fish in creamy, 
agitated waters – rarely taken in still green water. Luke, from Tuncurry 
Tackle, told me the first of the blackfish (luderick) are showing. Harder to 
find, however, is the green weed to catch although I’ve seen an artificial plastic 
replica used with some success.
Have a look at this 11Kg monster of 
a snapper, Josh Trotter caught near 
Snapper rock and another great one of 
10Kg boated by Brad Baxter -  again. 
Josh’s is the largest I’ve heard of in my 
50 plus years fishing here and his was 

one of dozens of boats fishing around 
this area, most trying their luck chasing 
spotty and spanish mackerel.
I’m hearing fantastic reports from 
many off-shore anglers some going 
very wide and “bagging out” on 
many species including large flathead, 

teraglin, snapper and even cod. It all sounds rosy for the coming weeks so…
Good Fishing, Trevor

Tank’s Corner
Hi to everyone (Pets and Owners). My Dad has asked 
me to tell you of some temporary opening times of 
Diamond Beach Veterinary Clinic for the period 14th 
June to 24th July. 
During this period the Clinic will be open 8.30am to 12.30pm            Monday 
to Friday. 
Emergency Services will be available at ALL other times by calling 65592277.  
Breck Muir (Veterinary Surgeon) and Jess Carrick (Veterinary Nurse) will 
attend the above opening hours. Unfortunately, I will not be in attendance 
during this time as my sore typing paws will be recovering at home. Please 
call in and see me (or maybe my staff – Dad, Mum, Breck and Jess) after 
this period as I am hoping Dad and Mum will have plenty of stories about 
their holiday. I will have to supervise them to make sure they don’t get all the 
attention which is usually reserved for me!
Please keep your Pets warm during Winter, but avoid placing them in front 
of Fans, Heaters and fires, as the heat can burn the back of your Pets throat. 
Don’t leave your Pet in a car with the heater on as they can get too hot. I 

like Hot Dogs, but not hot dogs. I will talk to you all again most likely in the 
October newsletter. All the best for the Winter period and keep up with the 
Tick preventatives. 

Lots of Licks. TANK. 
Diamond Beach Veterinary Clinic, Ph: 6559 2277

Michael’s Computer 
Trouble Shooting
To Update or Not to Update? That is the question.
Yes, I know what it is like. You’re working away on that important document 
and a message window pops up on your screen saying something needs to be 
updated. It always seems to happen at the most inopportune times or you’re 
not sure if you need to update this software. So, you click later.
As much as these updates are a pain in the butt, there are good reasons for 
keeping your computer up to date.
Hackers and cyber criminals are always looking for ways to exploit holes in the 
code of different pieces of software, most particularly your operating system. 
For most people, this is Windows, although Apple and Linux operating 
systems are vulnerable too. There is a sophisticated game of cat and mouse 
going on in the cyber world that you don’t see until you get attacked in some 
way. The baddies find holes in some software code that gives them access to 
your computer in some way. The software developers then rewrite that code to 
block the baddies, so the baddies find another entry point and so on.
So, it is important to let your updates run ASAP. Windows pretty much forces 
them onto you nowadays. It can be annoying that when you go to shut down, 
windows makes you wait for an update to be installed, but at least it is done.
Your anti-virus software is the next most important update. Every day your 
AV software updates its signatures. These signatures are the software’s way of 
identifying new threats. These updates should be done ASAP. Your browser 
is the next thing to keep up to date. I prefer to use Google Chrome, which 
updates itself regularly, but you can check for updates in the help section in 
the system toolbar (three little dots in the top right of the toolbar).
Other pieces of software that may require updates include JavaScript and Flash 
Player (both should be done when prompted), Microsoft Office, accounting 
packages like MYOB, your media player and even some games can improve 
with being updated.
If an update screws up your system, and they do occasionally, remember you 
can use the system restore feature in Windows to take you back to before it 
was installed. 

Good Luck, Michael, Gallen

Art News - 
Craft in the 
Area  
Hallidays Point 
Knit Wits
Hallidays Point Knit Wits is a group of local ladies who meet every Monday at 
our library to knit for charities. Since July 2017 we have donated 65 blankets 
to “Wrap with Love”, a voluntary organisation with hundreds of contributors 
from around Australia, that distributes knitted blankets to over 75 countries 
worldwide.

Our group has continued its association with the Samaritans of Taree 
by donating 54 pairs of fingerless gloves & 110 beanies. Samaritans then 
distribute these items to the homeless & needy of the Manning-Great Lakes 
area. We have also provided comfort blankets to Hallidays Point Lions Club 
for Forster Police to distribute.
We encourage any interested people to come along and join us on Monday 
mornings. Also, donations of 8ply wool would be gratefully accepted.

Story by Knit Wits

Hallidays Point  
Senior Citizens Association
Our last Blackhead Bazaar for the summer was held on Sunday 6th. The 
weather was lovely, and it was a great day to finish off the Bazaar for the 
season. We appreciate your support throughout the summer months and look 
forward to seeing you next Spring.  Thanks as always to our volunteer cooks 
and assistants at the bazaar, we couldn’t do without them.
Our General Meeting was held on Monday 28 May at 10.00am and we thank 
our Members who attended. Discussion items will be advised next month
Happy June birthdays to: 

We had a most enjoyable day visiting the Hillview 
Herb Farm at Gloucester on Tuesday 8th. Karen was 
our hostess and had us enthralled by the interesting 
history of the development of the herb farm. A 
lovely lunch was provided utilising an array of 
herbs and made us all want to take our herbs home 
and get them into the ground as soon as possible! 
As well as herbs, there were many delicious teas, 
salad dressings, flavoured salts as well as beauty 
products to sample. Shopping bags full, we then 
made a short stop to the Book Barn at Gloucester 
on our way home and finished with afternoon tea 
at Wingham Brush. 
Our next trip is on Tuesday 12 June when we will 
travel to Bulahdelah to visit and hear a commentary 
on the historic courthouse, then via the back way to 
the punt and on to Tea Gardens for lunch. The list is 
now on the notice board at the community centre, 
so please put your name down.  
We remind potential new members that we play bingo, cards, croquet, do Tai 
Chi, hold art classes, enjoy poetry readings and take monthly bus trips. We 
also hold information sessions with guest speakers. If you’re new to the area, 
come along and join us. 
By the way, just because we’re called the Senior Citizens, doesn’t mean that we 
are, we’re really the “young at hearts”!

Our Natural World
with Geraldine
Blue Wrens – oh so cute but 
oh so unfaithful
If you have a group of Blue Wrens in your garden you are very lucky, they 
are such a picture-perfect family unit with delightful personalities. There is 

dad, the male Blue Wren has dazzling blue 
plumage on his head, mum is a dull brown 
version of dad and then there are several 
helpers, offspring from previous broods. 
They mostly feed on the ground and in 
low thickets. The family feeds together as 
a small social group eating garden insects 

like grasshoppers. Dad is a fierce protector of his family; my sister has had a 
wren at her house that will attack his own reflection on a window for hours!  
But the “happy family” is not quite 
as it seems. When the breeding 
season starts so begins a string of 
illicit affairs. Before dawn each day 
both mum and dad will sneak out 
into neighbouring territories for 
romantic trysts with other wrens. 
This behaviour has earned them the title of being the most unfaithful bird in 
the animal kingdom. Scientists (rather boring) explanation is that the birds 
do this because laying lots of eggs fertilised by different males increases the 
genetic health of the overall population.
To hatch their new brood the Mum builds a nest about 1 metre above the 
ground in a tight thicket of dense shrubs. She fashions the nest from spider’s 
webs, twigs and grass and lines it with feathers and animal hair. Only the 
female bird sits on the eggs but the others in the social group feed and protect 
the newly hatched babies, leaving mum to lay up to three broods per season.
If you want to attract the wrens to your garden plant dense bushes in a corner 
to offer fairy-wrens protection from predators and a safe place to nest. Some of 
their favourite protective plants include Lemon Bottlebrush, Lemon-scented 
Darwinia and Hakeas. A birdbath placed near dense bushes will also entice 
these pretty birds into the garden. They like the bath to be close to bushes, so 
they have somewhere safe to quickly fly to if they see a predator.
And just one last note, the birdwatchers will tell you that the Blue Wrens real 
name on his birth certificate is Superb Fairy-wren.

Fishing News
I continue to be fascinated by the resilience and 
reliability of nature. We have the luxury of being able to 
refer to a calendar not so our piscatorial friends in the 
salt water. However, it is uncanny that we know the sea 
mullet will run in the later part of April, joined by the 
first of the whales, both travelling north. This exodus will be followed in May 
by bream and blackfish. Tailor and garfish are also abundant. Meanwhile the 
whiting and flathead have tapered off and will appear again in summer.
This pattern (and much more) repeats itself year after year and this continuing 
sequence is the financial life blood of the professional fishermen and at the 
same time providing a lot of fun for thousands of anglers who are better able 
to fill their bags if they utilise this knowledge. There are many natural things 
that are triggers for these migrations – currents, water temperatures, wind 
direction and so on.
It is not uncommon for the schools of mullet to mass to many tonnes and 
provide spectacular and repeated scenes of carnage by sharks and dolphins. 
One particular scene on Facebook, taken by a drone near Hagen’s Rock at 
Forster shows a hapless school corralled by over a dozen grey nurse sharks 
and also harried by a pod of dolphins. Several locals viewed a large shark 
of Black Head Beach completely out of the water and horizontal, feverishly 
chasing mullet.
An app. has shown the statistics of the catch and tag of sharks between the 
end of October to the beginning of March.  Of 261 tagged at this time only 
36 were tiger sharks, and there were NO bull sharks and the remainder were 
white pointers – far in excess of those in the Ballina and Byron Bay area which 
has generated much publicity.
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HP Sports Club
In early April, just prior to the soccer season officially kicking 
off, Hallidays Point Sports Clubs Under 12s competed in a Gala 
Day held at the Omaru Park in Taree. This was the first time 
these boys had played together as a team and had also needed 
to borrow two boys from the 13s. Up until this age group they 
had played on smaller fields, so it was going to be a great test of their endurance to play 
on a full field, as well as a chance to practice their positions in preparation for the comp 

to start. 
It was an extremely hot day, which seemed to 
bother their sideline spectators/cheer squad a lot 
more than them...nothing was going to stop them 
(and nothing lots of water, oranges and a few lollies 
couldn’t fix)! After 6 games and some wonderful 
soccer they were undefeated and made it through 
to the Grand Final. They came up against Western 

Phoenix Football Club from Telegraph Point for the Grand Final and at full time it was 
1-1...a great game to watch!! Hallidays Point was declared the winners based on being 
undefeated all day, as well as the goal differences in the days games. Coach Tim Stenning 
was SUPER proud of their efforts, as were all their families who had cheered them on all 
day. Each player received a certificate and the team was presented with a $150 voucher 
for sports supplies for the club. 

Cans for Clay
Hi!
My name is Clay Williams and I am a 
local Hallidays Point boy. As some of 
you may be aware, I was selected to 
play in the Australian U10’s Futsal team 
which will be touring New Zealand in 
October. 
With help from the local community, my mum and I have been collecting cans and 
bottles for recycling to help raise some money towards the costs. And boy have we been 
busy! 
We have managed to raise $1641.45!!!! That’s a LOT of cans and bottles!
I would like to say a big THANK YOU to everyone who has donated cans and bottles so 
far, or donated money towards my trip. I can’t believe how much support I have received. 
We really do live in a fantastic community!
If you would like to donate your cans or bottles please call my mum, Sandy on 0438323362 
and we will arrange pick up!  We will be collecting right up until October! Thank you!   

CLAY

1800 223 733

M O D E R N  A N D  C O M F O RTA B L E
a  h o m e  t h a t  m o v e s  w i t h  y o u

Luxury 2 Bedroom Villas Available NOW
Why not make the best decision of 2018? - Come and see our wonderful community,  

with 5 star luxury facilities including a 25 metre heated indoor swimming pool,  
games room, arts and craft room, library and internet room, 

great residents lounge and dining area.
The best of both worlds - country feel, beachside living. 

A short stroll to doctors surgery and chemist, post office, major supermarket  
and speciality shops with easy access to every convenience you’ll ever need.

Resolution Network
How can I trust that person again?
Rarely a week goes by that I don’t have someone say to me – with all that is true for them – “After 
they did that, I realised I could never trust them again.”
Part of me completely gets where they are coming from – sometimes the actions they have 
just shared with me are tough. A parent not returning children when they had agreed to, a 
work mate making derogatory remarks about them in front of the rest of the team, a neighbour 
poisoning common trees because they blocked a view.
But another big part of me thinks – if that’s the case, you’ve got a long and painful road in front 
of you, particularly if you need to continue to share your life in some way with this person.
And that’s what I tell them – just not so bluntly.
But let’s back track a bit. Trust is a big-ticket item in today’s world Type “trust” into dictionary.
com and you’ll read:
Noun: reliance on the integrity, strength, ability, surety, etc., of a person or thing; confidence.
Keep scrolling and you’ll also learn:
Verb: to have trust or confidence in; rely or depend on.
Trust is crucial in today’s globally spread, digitally enhanced, media manipulated world. Without 
trust, we doubt what is said and done by that other person (or organisation or institution) 
and our relationships cannot function in a way that is healthy and positive for all involved. A 
common scenario of losing trust
So, let’s go back to the comment “After they did that, I realised I could never trust them again.” 
What’s typically happened? The scenario usually looks like this:

But what if Person X stopped doing Y? Or apologised for doing it? Or promised never to do it 
again? What do you gain or lose by not trusting Person X again?
Rebuilding trust through being trust worthy
In an engaging and insightful TEDx talk by Onora O’Neill (What we don’t understand about 
trust), she challenges some common perceptions regarding the notion of trust. One of my 
favourite lines from her talk is “Trust….is distinctive because it’s given by other people. You 
can’t rebuild what other people give you. You have to give them the basis for giving you their 
trust. …you have to provide usable evidence that you are trust worthy…..If you make yourself 
vulnerable to the other party, then that is very good evidence that you are trustworthy.”
In many of our key relationships – partners, family members, work colleagues, neighbours – we 
have some degree of dependence. We rely on each other. In many of our key relationships – we 

may slip up. Which can in turn lead to a loss of trust. When 
this happens, I encourage you to stop and ask yourself – what 
could we do or say to show that we are worthy of each other’s 
trust?

FOR SALE
Two Items in Immaculate Condition

Fisher Paykel ‘QuickSmart’  
5.5 KG Top Loader
Only 18 Months Old.  

(6 months warranty remaining)

Available for collection on 17th June

1 x Ikea ‘Poang’ Armchair 
$40

$250

PH: 0419 740 181

CATHY BROWN
Remedial Massage

Therapist

Do you suffer from any of the following?
• Headaches • Shoulder & neck pain
• Stress & tension • Muscle injuries

• Planter Fasciitis • Sciatica • Back pain  

If so, then you will benefit from 
Remedial Massage leading to:

• Reduced pain 
• Decreased muscle tension 

• Increased flexibility

1 hour massage $65
Oncology massage $55

Wed & Thur 9am - 5pm / Sat 9am - 1pm
Health fund rebates available

Appointments Ph: 0415 061 958
Tallwoods

Hallidays Point Men’s Shed
Invites Blokes to do a bit of woodwork,  
and chat with other like minded blokes 

each Wednesday from 9am in the 
shed behind the Community Church on 
Diamond Beach Road. BYO lunch. Cost 

$2.Contact Jack McDonald on 6554 
3368, 0411 481 892, email  

jack.mcdonald@hallidayspointlions.org.au  
or just drop in to check us out.

Coast Evangelical Church  
Hallidays Service

Everyone’s Welcome!
Sundays 2pm - includes Kids Church

Hallidays Point Public School  
(Diamond Beach Rd)

More Info. www.coastec.net.au  
or Joel - 0433 792 450

• Person X does Y to you
• You got hurt by Person X when they did Y

• You decide you can no longer trust 
Person X
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HP Sports Club
In early April, just prior to the soccer season officially kicking 
off, Hallidays Point Sports Clubs Under 12s competed in a Gala 
Day held at the Omaru Park in Taree. This was the first time 
these boys had played together as a team and had also needed 
to borrow two boys from the 13s. Up until this age group they 
had played on smaller fields, so it was going to be a great test of their endurance to play 
on a full field, as well as a chance to practice their positions in preparation for the comp 

to start. 
It was an extremely hot day, which seemed to 
bother their sideline spectators/cheer squad a lot 
more than them...nothing was going to stop them 
(and nothing lots of water, oranges and a few lollies 
couldn’t fix)! After 6 games and some wonderful 
soccer they were undefeated and made it through 
to the Grand Final. They came up against Western 

Phoenix Football Club from Telegraph Point for the Grand Final and at full time it was 
1-1...a great game to watch!! Hallidays Point was declared the winners based on being 
undefeated all day, as well as the goal differences in the days games. Coach Tim Stenning 
was SUPER proud of their efforts, as were all their families who had cheered them on all 
day. Each player received a certificate and the team was presented with a $150 voucher 
for sports supplies for the club. 

Cans for Clay
Hi!
My name is Clay Williams and I am a 
local Hallidays Point boy. As some of 
you may be aware, I was selected to 
play in the Australian U10’s Futsal team 
which will be touring New Zealand in 
October. 
With help from the local community, my mum and I have been collecting cans and 
bottles for recycling to help raise some money towards the costs. And boy have we been 
busy! 
We have managed to raise $1641.45!!!! That’s a LOT of cans and bottles!
I would like to say a big THANK YOU to everyone who has donated cans and bottles so 
far, or donated money towards my trip. I can’t believe how much support I have received. 
We really do live in a fantastic community!
If you would like to donate your cans or bottles please call my mum, Sandy on 0438323362 
and we will arrange pick up!  We will be collecting right up until October! Thank you!   

CLAY

1800 223 733

M O D E R N  A N D  C O M F O RTA B L E
a  h o m e  t h a t  m o v e s  w i t h  y o u

Luxury 2 Bedroom Villas Available NOW
Why not make the best decision of 2018? - Come and see our wonderful community,  

with 5 star luxury facilities including a 25 metre heated indoor swimming pool,  
games room, arts and craft room, library and internet room, 

great residents lounge and dining area.
The best of both worlds - country feel, beachside living. 

A short stroll to doctors surgery and chemist, post office, major supermarket  
and speciality shops with easy access to every convenience you’ll ever need.

Resolution Network
How can I trust that person again?
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they did that, I realised I could never trust them again.”
Part of me completely gets where they are coming from – sometimes the actions they have 
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work mate making derogatory remarks about them in front of the rest of the team, a neighbour 
poisoning common trees because they blocked a view.
But another big part of me thinks – if that’s the case, you’ve got a long and painful road in front 
of you, particularly if you need to continue to share your life in some way with this person.
And that’s what I tell them – just not so bluntly.
But let’s back track a bit. Trust is a big-ticket item in today’s world Type “trust” into dictionary.
com and you’ll read:
Noun: reliance on the integrity, strength, ability, surety, etc., of a person or thing; confidence.
Keep scrolling and you’ll also learn:
Verb: to have trust or confidence in; rely or depend on.
Trust is crucial in today’s globally spread, digitally enhanced, media manipulated world. Without 
trust, we doubt what is said and done by that other person (or organisation or institution) 
and our relationships cannot function in a way that is healthy and positive for all involved. A 
common scenario of losing trust
So, let’s go back to the comment “After they did that, I realised I could never trust them again.” 
What’s typically happened? The scenario usually looks like this:

But what if Person X stopped doing Y? Or apologised for doing it? Or promised never to do it 
again? What do you gain or lose by not trusting Person X again?
Rebuilding trust through being trust worthy
In an engaging and insightful TEDx talk by Onora O’Neill (What we don’t understand about 
trust), she challenges some common perceptions regarding the notion of trust. One of my 
favourite lines from her talk is “Trust….is distinctive because it’s given by other people. You 
can’t rebuild what other people give you. You have to give them the basis for giving you their 
trust. …you have to provide usable evidence that you are trust worthy…..If you make yourself 
vulnerable to the other party, then that is very good evidence that you are trustworthy.”
In many of our key relationships – partners, family members, work colleagues, neighbours – we 
have some degree of dependence. We rely on each other. In many of our key relationships – we 

may slip up. Which can in turn lead to a loss of trust. When 
this happens, I encourage you to stop and ask yourself – what 
could we do or say to show that we are worthy of each other’s 
trust?
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