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“Apparition”
Aftermath of March Storm at Black Head Beach
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Diane (Di) Emms
Hallidays Point Citizen of the Year 2021

Diane grew up in Grafton before commencing her
teacher training in 1973 at Northern Rivers College
of Advanced Education in Lismore. It was here
she met her husband-to-be, Don. They married in
December 1975.
On completing her teaching qualifications, she
was appointed to Muswellbrook South PS. Don
was teaching at Belltrees near Scone. She taught
at Muswellbrook South for 3 and half years before
beginning a family. They built a home in Scone.
Di came to our area with her husband Don and 3
young children in 1984 and lived in Nabiac until
1990 when they moved to Diamond Beach in April
of that year. Don was appointed to Coolongolook PS
and Di worked part-time as a teacher/librarian there
from 1984 to 1991. Don and Di helped establish
the Christian School at Forster where Di worked
as a part-time teacher/librarian at Forster Christian
Community School from 1991 until 1995 while also
holding a position at Great Lakes Library, Forster,
where she worked from 1990 until 2007, a period of
seventeen and a half years.
When Greater Taree City Council established the Hallidays Point Branch Library, opening
the doors for the first time on 26 March 2008, Di Emms was appointed as Branch Librarian,
a position that she embraced with a great deal of enthusiasm, wisdom, and creativity. Diane
had remained in that position for nearly thirteen years until her retirement on the 24th of
December 2020. From the beginning, she had the task of transitioning the Community Library
with volunteer staff to a full library service with paid staff and volunteers working together to
serve our growing community. Di’s extensive experience at Great Lakes Library as Customer
Services Librarian made her the ideal person to fill the role.
Di is well-known and appreciated by the community because of her ability to get to know the
locals and regular holiday makers, building friendly relationships with customers and creating
a fun and safe environment for young children in the Library. Often having time to chat with a
customer and welcoming new residents into the Library was also gratefully received by many.
Di worked well with other staff and volunteer workers, gaining respect and appreciation.
Di saw the need in the community for a Justice of the Peace and completed this qualification,
performing this function with honesty, impartiality, responsibility, and integrity.
Family is very important to Di, consisting of three children and 5 grandchildren. Di and
husband Don have also supported multiple children in other countries through regular
sponsorship. Travelling to Indonesia in February 2020, they were able to visit some of these
children. They also support a Kenyan mission that focuses on care for single mothers, which
necessitated travel to Kenya in 2014.
Attracting the honour of Citizen of the Year, 2021, acknowledges Di’s willing listening ear, her
compassionate, quiet, and gentle nature, her wisdom, and her willingness to assist members
in our community. Di would acknowledge that these personal traits are attributable to her
personal Christian faith.

We congratulate and thank you, Diane, for all you have done for our community
and your consistent support and care.

MAY COVER PHOTO

Aftermath of March Storm at Black Head Beach
Photo by Sally Ramsden ©

The Hallidays Point Citizen of the Year Award is normally presented at our Australia Day
Breakfast on Black Head Beach but, this year Covid-19 restrictions cancelled the event. The
first opportunity to make a formal presentation at a public event was at the Lions 'Share a
Cuppa' for Childhood Cancer Research held on Tuesday 20th May at the Black Head SLSC.
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A Special Storytime
We have a special Storytime event with the
author Shane Peters reading his book, Arty’s
Rainbow Party, to our story time group
at 10.30am on 7 May. Shane is a fabulous
musician and entertainer and will have the
kids up singing and dancing. Online bookings
HALLIDAYS POINT BRANCH
are essential for attending adults. Shane will
have copies of his book for sale at this event.

National Simultaneous Storytime
National Simultaneous Storytime is an annual event that aims to encourage
a love of reading children. Every year a picture book, written and illustrated
by an Australian author and illustrator is read simultaneously in libraries,
schools, pre-schools, childcare centres, family homes, bookshops, and many
other places around the country. The NSS book for 2021 is Give me some
space by Philip Bunting. Come along and enjoy an entertaining reading
of Give me some space on Wednesday 19th May from 10.30am. Online
bookings are essential for attending adults.

Premier’s Reading Challenge
Does your child need additional books to complete the Premier’s Reading
Challenge? Our library has labelled books for easy identification and
selection from the challenge booklist available for loan.

The Gallery Exhibition for May
Bring A Plate by the Press Club (Manning
Print Group) is the latest exhibition on
display at Hallidays Point Library. The Press
Club is a small group of artists interested
in contemporary printmaking. The works
use an assortment of different aspects in
printmaking, including linocuts, wood
cuts, gel prints, solar prints and more, as
well as using different printing techniques
such as Japanese woodblock making.
The exhibition aims to share contemporary
printmaking with a wider audience.
Printing plates used to produce prints can
show signs of multiple printing and much
more about the techniques and skills that
are involved in creating the prints. You
can explore prints, print plates and some
techniques at Hallidays Point Library from
3-29 May.

Seniors Festival Activities
Our Seniors Festival events in April included the fun and quirky movie
A History of David Copperfield, a weaving workshop, and introductory
sessions for Smartphones and Tablets. These were supported and enjoyed
by many people.

School Holiday Activities
Our school holiday activities were well attended. Scrapbooking photo albums
were created, the drama workshops were fun and echoed with laughter, and
Sonic the Hedgehog movie was enjoyed by the children.
Hallidays Point Library hours are: Monday-Friday 10am- 5pm
and Saturday 10am-12pm. We are closed for Public Holidays.

Local Council Elections

Black Head resident & former Taree Council
Deputy Mayor, Alan Tickle has announced to
News of Our World that he will be throwing
his hat in the ring at the September 4th Local
Government Election.
He chose not to contest the last election after
serving 3 terms on the former Council as well
as serving on the board of Mid Coast Water but
said that he has the desire to contribute to Mid
Coast Council
He said that likeminded businesspeople, see the need to strategically position
this area for sustainable growth with all levels of government partnering
community aspirations.
During his absence from Local Government, he was the driving force in the
establishment of the local heath action group, that lead to some vigorous
campaigning for a better deal in health resourcing for our area.
In addition, Alan has been active in our local Community Liaison and
Progress Association (CLAPA) group from its inception and well known
through his organization of the annual “ Carols in the Park” on behalf of the
local community church.

Pre- poll starts August 23rd.
Alan welcomes anyone interested in supporting him by being part
of a group ticket, to contact him on 0434 645 853.
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A Long Journey
Around Tallwoods

We all love getting our copy of the News of Our
World in our mailbox and appreciate the efforts
of the volunteers who deliver it to us. They all do
a sterling job, but for sheer persistent effort, one
couple in particular needs a heartfelt pat on the
back.
Since 2013, Brian and Eleanor Long have been delivering the News of our World around
Tallwoods. Each month for the last 8 years or so they have been delivering 430+ copies of
our local newspaper by walking around the subdivision with the most challenging terrain in
the area - hills, hills, and more hills. It is fair to say that, despite Brian and Eleanor’s amazing
energy and stamina, they are both past the flush of youth, making their achievement even
more impressive.
Even the Longs can’t be expected to keep this work up for
ever though, so it is time for them to pass on the baton. Did
no one tell them they are so close to getting long service leave?
Many local folk will also be aware of some of the other things
these two quiet achievers get up to. These include helping
organise and run events at Halliday Shores, run regular
bushwalks around the area. Brian also organises adventurous
bushwalks and cycling trips further afield, and Eleanor is not
known as the Scrabble Queen for nothing; it is very unusual
for anyone to beat her at her chosen game!

Congratulations on your achievements, Brian, and Eleanor,
and thank you for all the deliveries!

Alan Pursch

Art in the Area

Art by the Press Club

And now for something completely different during May at
the library; printmaking by the Press Club.
The club is made up of a small group of artists who
create varied and interesting works using linocuts,
wood cuts, gel prints and solar prints to name just a
few of their techniques.
Formed by students who met while completing
various art courses at Great Lakes TAFE, they now
meet at the Manning Regional Gallery where they
share ideas, techniques, and plan how to show their art
to an interested public. By participating in workshops
from visiting tutors, the members have learnt how to
print on clay, construct screens for silkscreen printing
and use the advanced RISO system where an image
is digitally transferred to a screen-printing frame
without the use of messy photosensitive emulsions,
acetate, carbon films or cut out stencils. A time proven
printing method brought into the 21st century.
May’s exhibition at the Hallidays Point Library will
allow visitors to see examples of contemporary
printmaking by our local printmaking artists. There
will be examples of the various ways a ‘plate’ can be
made, how it can be used to transfer the image onto
paper or another medium and how the finished
artwork can be displayed. In many examples the plate
will be seen as more intriguing than the print as it
can show signs of multiple printings and the skills
involved in its creation.
With many of the finished artworks for sale, the “Bring
a Plate” exhibition is an exhibition worth exploring.
The gallery/meeting room at the library is open
during normal library hours unless the room has been
booked by a community group for a meeting. Check if
the exhibition can be viewed by calling the library on
6559 3066 if you intend to make a special trip; it will
be worth the effort.
Story by Fred Bullen

Di Podmore with her drypoint
'Gum Blossoms'

Faye Collier's 'Reforming'.
Lino print and it's plate.

Fran Alexander with 'It's complicated'
plate and print

Fran Alexander's plate 'In a Whirl'
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Preserving the Visual
History of the World

Have you noticed how much of the world’s visual history,
both family and otherwise was recorded on film by photographers from
around 1840 to the year 2000 and on? Not only were the results amazing
given the technology and costs, but much of it was very professional in terms
of recording and the quality of processing. That is especially significant given
the shortage of running water in the early years, so important to clear the
impurities from the prints and glass plates.
Have you also noticed how your heart skips a beat when you view a pack or
album of old photographs? These are visual treasures having recorded places,
faces and occasions and illustrating how we dressed, the special events, cars,
motorbikes, buildings and so forth.
Then, from the 50’s and 60’s, much of our visual history was recorded on
transparencies, (generally referred to as slides). Probably the leading ‘slide’
film of that genre was Kodachrome in all its forms, starting off at an ISO
rating of 10 and gradually reaching a “massive” leap in technology to become
25 ISO (referred to then as ASA, or sometimes DIN) Much later it became 64
ISO. (International Standards Organisation)
I have heard a recording of the radio ad at the time: “Have you tried the new,
improved high speed Kodachrome, now at the amazing sensitivity of 25 ASA.
Next time you travel or go to a special occasion, load your camera with the
brilliant new Kodachrome 25 ASA film – it brings your pictures to life!” How
things have changed, although Kodachrome shot and processed 50-60 years
ago has not. If stored correctly, they are still as sharp and full of colour as the
day they were shot.
Apart from being a very complex and well-designed film (like most things
of that era) Kodak engaged another famous company to design a scientific
coating (and coating machine) to prevent fading and colour change. It worked
very well. So, the superb images, and therefore the history, that was recorded
in the era of slides is OK.
And that brings me to the billions of digital images made every week
throughout the world, generally on high grade expensive equipment. What
happens to those images? Are they printed? Are they stored correctly?
Relatively few are printed, and when they are, the prints are generally mass
produced as cheaply as possible without using archival papers or archival
procedures.
Will they last 100 - 150 years like some of the old prints? Highly unlikely. (A
soft way of saying no.)
And then there is the matter of storing today’s digital images.
A high percentage of them are simply stored on a computer hard drive today,
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also built as cheaply as possible to be sold by discount retailers, so the life of
these computers (like modern TV’s) is very limited, especially as the heavily
discounted ones have inadequate cooling.
If the hard-drive crashes or corrupts (quite common) all the images can be
lost, along with other important data.
The thinkers get around this problem by backing up their important images,
documents, and data onto an external hard drive, generally also purchased
as cheaply as possible at the local discounter. This drive will mostly have a
plastic case instead of an important metal case, to dissipate heat, and will not
contain a high-end ‘enterprise’ drive with a life of maybe five times that of the
cheap version.
Quite a few photographers, believing they
have the solution, record their images
onto a DVD, but discount quality DVD’s
will only last around ten years, whereas
gold-based archival DVD’s will easily last
100-years.
What else can we do? We can back up
onto a high-grade USB drive (probably
good for 25-50 years), or simply leave the
images on our camera card, which will
have a similar life to the USB drive. Of
course, this solution requires careful storage and indexing so we can locate
the images when required.
I recommend multiple back-ups of the important images, that is a good
HDD, and two USBs placed in different locations just in case. And leaving
them on the card works too.
In many cases, it is already too late, in that valuable images have been lost due
to a number of circumstances.
We could be facing a perfect storm of a great gap in much of our visual history
due to the vulnerability of digital images and lack of understanding in the
correct storage procedures.
There is also a gradual move back to good quality photo albums whereby the
key images are stored as prints, to view and show others at any time. Applause
on this decision.
Enjoy your photography, Alan Small.
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Our May Cover Photograph titled "Apparition" dipicting a scene of Black
Head Beach after the ravages of the recent March storm was generously
submitted out of the blue by Sally Ramsden. Sally is obviously a talented
photographer and so I asked her for her brief story which follows:
(Velvia is a brand of daylight-balanced colour reversal film
produced by the Japanese company Fujifilm).

Ed.

Brighter than Velvia
by Sally Ramsden

In my mid 20's I emerged from the fog of mediocre, fading happy
snaps, with a heavy Zenit SLR with a fixed 45mm lens.
If you've worked with 45mm, you'll realise it brought me a
distinctive world view; the intimacy of close up portraiture and a
new eye for landscape.
Fast forward 15 years, to the eve of my trip exploring Sacred places of the world. Editors had
assured me they wanted Velvia positives. "No, no, not that newfangled digital"!
Off I flew, eastwards, Rapa Nui, Titicaca and beyond, tightly clutching my new friend, a superlight Canon SLR with 28-80mm lens. Along the way I inherited a 200mm from an Uncle with
unsteady hands.
One year later, I landed back in Australia, Velvia rich, a flexible perspective, to utmost culture
shock and an explosion of digital everything!
I did not adjust well.
• Satisfying shutter click; Gone.
• Truth, integrity, dark room art, self-expression; Replaced by Photoshop.
• My cameras, positives, enlargements, now relics long sealed in boxes.
• Living firsthand, no lens at all between myself and life.
Fast-forward another 20 years to the day after the recent storm, when a long forgotten something
caught my eye, Inspiration!

Diamond Beach
Flood Aftermath

Floodwaters from the recent flood left large amounts of debris on Diamond
Beach. Most of it was timber washed out from the Manning River but it also
contained plastic drums, oyster lease refuse, weeds, hay bales and lots of
mixed rubbish.
Locals pitched in and removed much of the polluting rubbish. Over the
following week, Council removed most rubbish from the main beach section
but much remains.
Locals have used their imagination to make the most of the better pieces of
timber. Sydney may have Sculptures by the sea, but we have Structures at
Diamond Beach!

Some are dog friendly

"Apparition"
Locals have used their
imagination to make
the most of the better
pieces of timber
Bob Dent

Here's to finding inspiration and sharing it - well, whatever that means.
(In this case Samsung S8).
Sally Ramsden

Money Matters

Single Pension Struggle and Estate Planning

The draconian impact of the age pension asset test when moving from
couple’s assessment to a single assessment can make life really tough for a
surviving single pensioner.
The asset taper for a couple starts at $401,000 in assessable assets before the asset test reduces
age pension entitlement by $3 per fortnight for every $1,000 over that amount.
The pension cuts out altogether once assets exceed $880,500 at homeowner rates.
However, it is the impact on a surviving pensioner which makes life difficult particularly with
interest rates being close to zero.
The single homeowner asset taper is $268,000 with zero pension once assets exceed $585,750.
A single pensioner receives $860.60 and a couple $1,297.40 per fortnight at the full rate.
While a couple with assessed assets of $390,000 who receives close to full pension and with a
well- managed portfolio, might manage comfortably on about $960 per week generated, the
impact of the single pension test becomes a challenge.
The information in this article is of a general nature only and no reliance can be taken from
the information when making financial decisions without seeking individual advice from a
Financial Planner or Adviser.

Some are just
for the birds!!

And the winner is
Waterfront views and
granny flat.
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Hallidays Point
Probus News

President Jack McDonald opened our meeting on 7th April, with a reminder
that we all must comply, not only with Covid restrictions of the SLSC Club
House, but also those imposed by Probus Pacific. He also advised that there
would be no morning tea, but it was hoped to start at the May meeting on
Tuesday, 4th May.
Marylin Ewin reminded us about the luncheon after the meeting at Club
Blackhead and the cruise on Wallis Lake on 29th May. She also indicated
some interesting activities were coming.
Our 10-minute speaker Rhonda Gibson
presented a very interesting overview of her
journey in August 2019 following the Way of
St James in north-west Spain, a 6-day walking
pilgrimage which commenced at Sarria,
traversing 117 kms, and finishing at the cathedral
of Santiago de Compostela, where the remains of
St James the Apostle are said to lie in rest.
Our guest speaker, Geoff Anderson, an exsubmariner, gave a most interesting talk about
Submarine AE2. Most of the Probians were
amazed to find that submarines had been
active in WW1. This talk told us the story of
this submarine, which was deployed to the
Dardanelles, and had a great influence on the
Turkish armies, as it blocked the supply chain
using this crossing. AE1 and AE2 sailed through
Sydney Heads on Empire Day, 24th May 1914. A.E2 was eventually sent
to penetrate the Dardanelles through line of mines and eventually entered
the Sea of Marmara. She was later sunk by a Turkish gunboat and still lies
there, but her crew survived and were taken prisoner. A most interesting and
entertaining talk!
Our website for more
information on our Club is
www.probussouthpacific.org/
microsites/hallidayspoint
We will make you very
welcome on 4th May.
Hope to see you there.
Beryl Littlewood

April Birthdays
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Hallidays Point
Community Church

Take 5

Sacrificial Dying

Kidz Klub is Back

From Friday 30th April, Kidz Klub will begin again with a qualified team
of helpers and under COVID safe precautions. This special event caters for
children from Years 3 to 6 and runs fortnightly from 3.30 to 6pm for a cost
of $5. Children enjoy snacks, games, stories, singing, craft, and finish with a
light meal. The school bus drops the children to a supervised zone opposite
the Church. Enquiries and offers of help to Peter 0425 206 969.
It was liberating to be able to celebrate Easter Sunday with a COVID-full
Church and joyful singing without masks. The service message centred
around the life of Mary Magdalene with her story told in drama and readings.
This remarkable disciple of the Lord was there at the cross and witness to the
burial of Jesus body. Then she was the first-person Jesus appeared to after His
resurrection. Her life resembles ours in many respects, from the change that
came in her first meeting with Jesus when He released her from the bondage
of evil spirits, through her times of doubt and confusion to a final realisation
that she could now have a full life serving a Saviour who had conquered
death forever.
What a marvellous reality the
Easter message brings.
A recent decision of the
Church Council is the
donation of $5,000 to local
flood relief.

Help & Exercise!
While you’re walking
in your neighbourhood,
why not help deliver
the Hallidays Point
News of Our World?
Please call Clare on:

6559 3413

May 2021

A recent episode of The Good Doctor featured a teenaged girl facing a dilemma about praying that a donor
would be found for her life-saving vital organ transplant.
She realised that she would be praying that “someone else
would die so that I can live!”
The giving of life to save life, is a concept with which we are quite familiar.
While not something we pray for, we are reminded of this reality at times like
ANZAC Day and when we learn of front-line workers who lose their lives
while seeking to protect others.
Easter provides the supreme example of such sacrificial dying. The words
of Jesus’ enemy “It is expedient that one man should die for the nation” had
more a truthful meaning than that intended by the speaker. The death of Jesus
makes possible more than an extended life given by an organ transplant. He
makes offers new life that begins now but then extends into eternity.
The Rev

The Anzac on the Wall
Read the poem
on page 20

Hallidays Point
Senior Citizens Assoc.

Our luncheon last month was such a great success, we’re organising
another. Our next luncheon is scheduled for the 12th of May at The
Hallidays Point Tavern commencing at 12.00pm. All members are
invited to join us and are requested to ring Carolyn Lynch on 6559
2935 to confirm attendance.
Our wonderful long haul trip driver, Peter Meguyer has decided to retire. Many thanks Peter
for your unfailing good grace and humour, nothing has been too much trouble. Peter has taken
us on our annual trips over the last number of years to the Hunter Valley and the Entrance.
Perhaps now he may like to accompany Ilona as a passenger! Fortunately, we still have our
fabulous Buddy for our monthly trips, when they get going again, no word yet. Consequently,
we are on the lookout for additional volunteer bus drivers (with light rigid vehicle licence),
available for as little or as much as time as they can offer. Please contact President Caz on 0418
220 606.

Just to put a smile on your face.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

If poison expires; is it more poisonous or is it no longer poisonous?
Which letter is silent in the word "Scent," the S or the C?
Do twins ever realize that one of them is "Unplanned"?
Why is the letter W, in English, called double U? Shouldn't it be called double V?
Maybe Oxygen is slowly killing you and it just takes 75-100 years to fully work.
Every time you clean something, you just make something else dirty.
The word "swims" upside-down is still "swims”.
100 years ago everyone owned a Horse and only the rich had Cars. Today everyone
has Cars and only the rich own Horses.
9. If you replace "W" with "T" in "What, Where and When", you get the answer to
each of them.
We’re always looking for new members, so if you’re new to the area or have thought you would
like to attend something new like Tai Chi, art, poetry writing or our new needlework sessions,
come along and meet some new friends. Details are on the inside back cover of the News of
Our World.
Gail Phair
Happy Mother’s Day!

May 2021

TOFS MC

Your humble scribe was reminded by Editor John
that I have been remiss in TOFS MC updates in the
last few editions. And he is quite right. So, apologies,
and thanks John.
TOFS MC members keep growing, and we are approaching 50 in just over 4
years, and I guess that is due to our basic philosophy of being a social group
for retired or semi-retired men. By the way we are an incorporated not for
profit organisation. Our ages range from 57 to over 90 & we come in all
shapes & sizes & in various conditions of health & fitness.
TOFS MC organises regular day outings, usually on the 4th Friday of each
month, to places of historical interest, museums, etc with regular organised
walks and events to demonstrate our (still) considerable sporting prowess!!
We lunch at clubs, pubs etc & then return home.
Our aims include fun, fellowship, education, wellbeing & male camaraderie.
Over the last few months, we have been to:
• Barefoot bowls at
• Ellenborough Falls,
Club Blackhead
• Wootton Historic Railway walk
• Croquet at Hallidays Point
• Played Pickleball at
Senior Citizens Centre
Blackhead Tennis Club,
Our May trip is to Harrington & Crowdy Head, now re-scheduled for Friday
21 May 2021. Interested in joining us? Phone or email me, details below.
Cheers, John Mead, TOFS MC Liaison Officer
Phone: 0417 007 456 Email: johnmead2430@gmail.com
TOFS website: https://sites.google.com/site/touringoldfartsinc/

Diamond Beach
Rural Fire Brigade
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Most Streets Have Fire Hydrants.

Your Fire Brigade is asking for your assistance. It is important to remember
that in emergencies firefighters may need to quickly locate water supplies
and the community can assist by keeping the fire hydrants in working order.
At a recent incident where firefighters from the brigade were dealing with
a big fire, they have gone to fill up at the designated hydrant, only to find
it filled with dirt and debris. It took our guys about 10 minutes to clear out
the hydrant so, you can imagine in an emergency it can be critical that these
resources are maintained.
While fire hydrants are regularly maintained through scheduled services,
it is also important that property owners and residents consider some tips
to assist with maintenance. Hydrants are identified so that firefighters can
locate them at all hours, they are usually located on the nature strip and have
a yellow lid and a blue cat’s eye on sealed roads indicating their location. On
unsealed roads (HR) or paths (HP) the hydrants are identified by marker
posts at the fence line.
Please keep hydrant points clear of any obstructions or debris. Open the
lid regularly to check and remove any debris, keep grass and other plants
trimmed around the hydrant and don't park any vehicles over them.
Your assistance would be very much appreciated.
Leo Fransen, Deputy Captain & Community Engagement Officer.

Phone 0428 222 065

International Taste to
Club Black Head
Umesh once again made the move supporting his partner in her Nursing

Club Black Head has welcomed a new Chef in to their
team with Umesh Singh joining the club just a few
short weeks ago. Umesh grew up in small family in
Nepal and at a young age knew he didn’t want to work
in the family clothing business, he wanted to make
his own mark and follow his passion for the Culinary
Arts. He enrolled in Culinary school in Nepal but
soon decided to follow and support his partners
dream of becoming a nurse and made the move to
Australia.
Here he completed his training and soon found his way in to a number of
fine hospitality venues of which his most recent was Rossini on the Quay a
popular Italian and Seafood Restaurant based on the Quay Sydney for the
past successful six years

career which brought him to the Forster – Tuncurry area. This gave him the
opportunity to look at taking up a Sous Chef or Head Chef role, luckily for
Club Black Head he decided to join their team and now can showcase his
love for fresh local seafood, grain feed beef, his love of creating Italian style
meals and his own twist of Asian fusion.
The Nest Bistro is open seven days a week for both
lunch and dinner with a range of specials daily on
offer, you can also use you NSW Dine and Discover
Vouchers any day of the week.
Come along and try the Nest Bistro new look menu,
you can book your table by calling the club

6559 2923

New Entrée
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Th e L i on s C lub of Ha l li d ays Point
An Update of Activities

President’s Message

Camp Getaway

The Lions Club fully paid for 3 primary students from the local school to
attend a camp during the recent holidays at Camp Elim. The students learned
many new life skills and will remember their adventures for many years.

Loss of Local Identity, Olga Moy.

The Club was saddened to hear about the passing of a local identity,
Olga Moy. Olga was a charter member of the Club when it was
formed in 1990. The Club passes on its sincere condolences to
husband Snow Moy and family. Olga was a beautiful person, a local
treasure and was well respected within the local community. Rest
in Peace

For everything you
never knew you wanted!

Flood Relief.

Deserved Award to Jim Frewin

President
Noel McManus

Recently the Club donated $2000 to the Flood Relief Appeal.

The Lions OP SHOP IS OPEN
THURSDAY, FRIDAY & SATURDAY
9.00AM - 1.00PM - The Village Square, Hallidays Point
Some summer clothing has been sorted
& washed ready for sale.
Now’s a good time to pop in & check out
some bargains for summer!

Congratulations Jim!

ALL PROCEEDS WILL GO TO THE LOCAL COMMUNITY AND CHARITIES

Community members are requested NOT to leave
clothing and other goods outside the shop when closed.
Please phone any of the below for pick up of goods.
Tyrone: 0413 427 644 or Alan: 0488 160 126
or Noel: 0458 904 149

At the last dinner meeting Jim Frewin was recognised
by our Club by being awarded with a Melvin Jones
Fellowship for his significant work on behalf of the
Club.
The Melvin Jones Fellowship, was created in 1973,
and takes its name from the founder of Lions Clubs
International, Melvin Jones. It is an award of honour.
The Melvin Jones Fellowship was established as
Lions Clubs International Foundation’s (LCIF)
highest form of recognition to acknowledge an
individual’s dedication to humanitarian service.
Jim works tirelessly fund raising on behalf of the community. This year he
initiated the Lucky Envelopes with prizes being redeemed at several local
business outlets. The Chocolate Wheel events have been curtailed this year
due to the decline in opportunities at the Black Head Bazaar for various
reasons including bad weather. Jim is also an integral member of the Anzac
Day committee and has been busy getting quotes and arranging delivery of
equipment used in this year’s remembrance ceremony. Jim is proud to be a
Lion, and we, as a club, are privileged to have Jim as a member. The Award
was formally handed to Jim by PDG Gerard Cross.

Support for Lion Deb Schmitzer – Laps for Life
In addition, we were able to take community
donations and provided furniture and other
items to victims - individual, groups, and
community clubs - impacted by the recent
floods. Besides helping some individuals,
we were pleased to pass on some significant
pieces of furniture and fridge to Taree Show
Society, who were inundated by floodwaters.
If you need, or you know of someone else
that needs a helping hand due to recent
flooding, please let us know. Phone any of
the following Lions members for assistance:
Noel 0458 904 149 or Vaughn 0409 593 268.

Anzac Day Ceremony

By the time this edition is published, the
Hallidays Point Lions Club, in conjunction
with the Anzac Day committee, will have
conducted the Anzac day dawn service. The
ceremony took place at the new Anzac Day
Memorial near the flagpole at the ocean
baths under some Covid-19 restrictions. The
location is particularly special for the dawn
service. David O’Hara was the chairperson
for the committee which included some
friends of Lions (community volunteers).
Peter Hester was the MC and was able to use
the new audio system purchased through a
state government grant. Our club provided a
free light breakfast in the upstairs Function
room of the Surf Clubhouse after the service.
The Club recognises the grants obtained from
the State and Federal governments which are
designed to recognise and strengthen the significance of Anzac Day, and the contribution of
veterans, in the local area.

One of our club members, Lion Deb Schmitzer completed the Laps for Life
as a fund raiser for Reach Out. They focus on trying to prevent youth suicide
in our society, and supporting our youth in positive ways. Deb raised over
$3400 for this worthy cause.

Congratulations on a mighty effort by a local individual.

Donation to
Skatepark

Recently we received
a fantastic donation of
money ($7000) from
Ian and Cheryl Gray
(GJ Gardner Homes)
to be set aside for
the Hallidays Point
Skatepark which is
presently in the design
stage. This money was presented to the Skatepark committee recently on the
site approved by Mid Coast Council.
Hallidays Point Lions Club is a registered charitable fundraiser (No 10246)
and has agreed to receive and hold in trust, money on behalf of the Skatepark
Committee until it is needed. Individuals, community groups and businesses
can donate to the HP Skatepark by depositing into bank account:
Hallidays Point Lions Club, BSB 062603, Account 00908818
Ref: Skatepark (and your name – optional).

Secura - Happy Hallidays
BBQ

During the Easter holidays the
club conducted a fund-raising
BBQ for visitors and tourists at the
Secura Happy Hallidays Park. All
funds went to the club and were
donated to the Flood Appeal.

Lego Expo

The Club provided the BBQ for the Hallidays Point Public School who
organised the Lego Expo at Great Lakes Campus Tuncurry on Sunday 11
April 2021. The school P&C provided all the food and drinks. Thanks to
those who assisted with the organisation. It provided another major event
for families in our area – it’s now entrenched as a valuable attraction to our
area. The school P&C do a fantastic job supporting our local young students.

Social Dinners

If you would like to attend any of our Social Dinners held on the 4th Thursday
of the month (except June) at Black Head Surf Club 6.30 pm for 7pm
dinner please contact Secretary Ray Piper on 0438 396 049 or secretary@
hallidayspointlions.org.au
Your first attendance is free as you are a guest of the Club - but we do ask that
you inform the secretary of your attendance for catering purposes.

Local Board Members 2021-2022

The Hallidays Point Lions Club’s changeover dinner has been set for Tuesday
22 June 2021 to be held at the Kranky Goat Restaurant. If you would like to
attend please contact the secretary Ray Piper secretary@hallidayspointlions.
org.au or phone 0438 396 049. Representatives from local groups and clubs
are especially invited to attend.

Kids Cancer – Share A Cuppa

Thanks to all those who attended the annual Share A Cuppa morning tea
held Tuesday 20 April 2021 at the Surf Club. Virginia Stewart organised a
magnificent event and was expected to raise over $5000 for Kids Cancer
Research which included donations made at the Op Shop. 100% of this
money goes to research.
Noel McManus, President - 0458 904 149
‘Proud to Be a Lion’ because ‘We Serve’

Share A Cuppa 2021

Well, what a fabulous morning!
The Lions ‘Share a Cuppa’ was held
on Tuesday 20th April at the Black
Head Surf Life Saving Club. We had
130 community members along for
a fun filled morning to raise funds
for Childhood Cancer Research.
Everyone enjoyed themselves with a fabulous fare provided by Lions and
community members, and our band, Lions Pride, provided the wonderful
music. There were Lucky Door prizes, raffle, and a few games of Grocery
Grab Bingo, and an auction of a lovely Dolls’ House.
After a talk about The Lions Childhood Cancer
Research Program, Nathan and Suzie Pietrowiec
shared their journey with little Emily and her
battle with Cancer. We were all delighted to meet
Emily and she was presented with a Bravery
award. I would like to thank everyone for their
generosity as I am sure that funds raised will be
quite substantial. (Total raised will be circulated
soon).
The Hallidays Point Citizen of the Year Award
was presented to former local Librarian, Di
Emms. (Read full story on page 2 of this edition).
I would also like to thank Lions, Community
Members and Friends who assisted to make our
‘Share a Cuppa’ so successful.
Virginia Stewart

Page 12

May 2021

2021

May 2021

Page 13

Anzac Day 2021

Page 14

Rainbow Flat Brigade’s
Top Ten Tips for
Winter Fire Safety

May 2021

Winter is the most dangerous time for house fires; children and the elderly are most at risk.

Here are our top ten tips:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

check and clean your smoke alarms, changing batteries if necessary.
keep keys close to dead bolted doors and windows.
teach children to call 000 and how to “get down low and go, go, go”.
develop and practise a family escape plan.
keep flammable items at least one metre from any heater.
check that chimneys and flues are clear and clean.
place a sturdy fireguard around any open fire.
check electrical cords, double adaptors, extension leads, power boards and
chargers for signs of fraying or damage.
clean your lint filter and range hood regularly.
consider placing a small fire extinguisher and fire blanket near the kitchen and
learn how to use them.

For further information please visit www.rfs.nsw.gov.au ,
call the Midcoast District Office on 1300midcoast or 1300 643 262,
or contact Rainbow Flat Community Engagement Officer Robyn King
on 6559 2041 or 0490 013 182.

Fishing News

It was really a bonanza for all fishers as all the species were washed
downstream and bream and whiting were abundant and of good quality,
particularly on Diamond Beach. They have obviously returned to the
rivers and lakes as pickings have been light lately.
One other item that has been very sparse is my favourite bait – the
beach worm. The loss of about a metre or so of sand with the huge seas
impacting on our beaches has taken with it all the mature, larger worms.
The only obvious ones now are from the eggs that survived in the remaining sand and are very
small. Pipis are hard to find but nature has the ability to rejuvenate.
Catch of the month would have to be
this brave little mite pictured on my
hand in the photo. It is a long necked,
freshwater turtle only a couple of
centimetres long which, during the
floods, has survived an epic journey
possibly from above Nabiac or other
freshwater streams, avoiding all the
predatory fish and birds and travelled
around 50 kilometres to finish at my
feet battling the saltwater wash on
Pebbly Beach. I relocated it in the
upper reaches of Black Head Lagoon.
The floods have brought many species closer to land to feed on the spoils. Some great hauls
of snapper have been boated by the offshore fishers, many in less than 15 metres of water.
There have also been good catches of this species (and others) off the rocks with Andrew Geer
continuing to score well in this category.
With the abundance of sea garfish around the headlands, tuna, cobia, mackerel, and tailor
are prolific. Tailor are plentiful now using metal lures off the local beaches and I noticed Tim
McNamara having his usual rewards with these fish.
It’s garfish time and is a great fish to take the young children to make an easy catch off the rock
ledges and lagoons using a small float, 30cm lead and a small no. 8 long shanked hook. Bait can
be prawn (cooked or green), or white fresh bread kneaded into small pellets.
It is also luderick time, but bait is so scarce, and I cannot find any.
Good Fishing, Trevor
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Tallwoods Golf Club
Big Clean-Up Needed After Floods

The latest catastrophe to affect Hallidays Point
residents was the massive rain event towards the end
of March. Like so many other places, Tallwoods Golf
Course was at times under water and was closed for
ten days. Many golf events were cancelled or postponed
and the member working bees helped the ground staff
to clean up debris, repair the significant erosion and
combat the extraordinary grass growth to restore the course to a playable
condition, where golfers can again find their golf ball. At least we can now
say that the recent drought and fires are officially over and thankfully also the
COVID-19 restrictions have been eased.

Some of the ladies, led by the new Ladies President, Jo Stephens, took on
the task of weeding the TALLWOODS shrubs sign near The Kranky Goat
Restaurant and pro shop and mulching plans are underway.

Easter Winners

Golf returned to normal in sunshine over Easter with golf fields bolstered by
visitors. The April Monthly Medal winners were:
•
•
•

A Grade Saxon Williams,
B Grade Tom Gillogly,
C Grade Carlos Arellano,

•
•
•

Ladies Division 1 - Denise New
Division 2 - Joan Jessiman
Division 3 - Fiona Lane.

Eighty-six played in the team event on Easter Monday
and the best dressed team of bunnies also recorded
the best score.
Ian Miller, Fiona Lane, Saxon Williams, and Jenny
Lowe won with a score of 53.625 nett. A team of
visitors came second with Ron, Warwick & Krystyna
Aldham teaming up with Kang Lee to take third place.

Pennants

Rain has continued to play havoc with matches, and
some have been postponed until late April.

ANZAC Day

At the time of writing the next big team Ambrose
event was planned to be held on ANZAC Day.
This popular event wasn’t held in 2020 because of
COVID. There are usually poppies, rosemary, and
ANZAC biscuits available for participants.
A 9.00 am “shotgun” start means that everyone
hits off at the same time from different tees so
that most players can be still there when the
results are finalised for the presentation. The
attractive perpetual trophy (pictured) was donated
by Tallwoods residents Suzanne and Michael
Elderfield.

Members Needed

Twelve-month membership fees are due in April and this is a good time to
start playing or learning how to play this great outdoor game. Tallwoods
Country Club is offering a range of membership categories and rates to cater
for all levels of experience including juniors and beginners. There is a 9 hole
“Short Course” competition on Tuesday that is a good starting point for new
players as well as the Friday social chook run and ambrose team events that
are also popular with beginners.
Much-loved long serving professional Jeff Mendham is back full time now
after six months off recovering from the injuries he sustained in the traumatic
fire at Tallwoods last August and can answer any of your enquiries.

Dragon Days

Dragon Days are an innovation of the new
Tallwoods Golf Club President, Saxon Williams.
The aim is to run novelty fun open events where
the golf course is presented in the best possible
condition. Anyone with an official Golf Australia
handicap is welcome to play.
The name comes from the friendly resident
eastern water dragons that inhabit the rain
forest near the 7th tee. A member has posted a sign on a tree calling the area
“Jurassic Park”. These prehistoric looking reptiles are quite friendly and like
to share bananas and grapes with the golfers. The alpha male in the photo
has taken a dominant position on a log to watch the golfers.
The first Dragon Day will be held on Sunday the 2nd of May. This will be a
“multi-tee” event for men and ladies where you can choose the colour tees
you wish to play from.
Jeff Cutler, Club Captain
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Blackhead Tennis Club

Members are reminded there will be a Special General Meeting
of Blackhead Tennis Club held on Saturday 8th May 2021 at
Blackhead Surf Club, commencing 3pm to discuss updating
the club’s constitution.
Formal notifications have been circulated to all members. If you have any queries about the
reasons for the need to amend the constitution or the proposed document itself, please contact
the Club Secretary – Jeny Wallace on 0432 583 469.
Commencement of the Hot Shots program is getting closer with Phil Greenwood, Peter
Tregear & John Mead receiving private training from Kylie Hunt of Tennis NSW to run the
program. It is intended to hold sessions on Wednesday afternoons starting at 3.30pm for
school age children 12 and under. If you would like to be kept updated on when the program
will start, please register your interest with Phil Greenwood Ph: 0411 441 819.
With daylight saving coming to an end some of the times for the regular social tennis played
throughout the week has changed:
Saturday Afternoon
Monday Afternoon
Tuesday Morning
Friday Morning

1 pm to 3 pm
1 pm to 3 pm
9 am to 11 am
9 am to 11 am

Mixed
Mens
Ladies
Ladies

If you would like to join any of these groups, just arrive at the courts at the appointed time with
your racquet.
Tennis Australia’s ClubSpark online court booking, and member management system is now
operating for casual court hiring. Bookings and online payments can be made at:
www.blackheadtennisclub.com.au.
If anyone is having difficulties with the system, please contact any of the numbers previously
mentioned.
Enjoy your tennis., Liz Bridges
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Black Head SLSC

Hallidays Point
Netball Club

Today our women are celebrating
40 years of surf lifesaving.

I am extremely proud and thankful of the
female members who volunteer their time
for our community past and present.

Congratulations to all.

Patrolling members enjoyed magnificent conditions on the beach, along
with a champagne lunch with President Bruce White on the verandah after
patrol Thank you Eddie Connolly for your ongoing support and the help
with the ladies lunch preparations.

Patrolling members:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Noelene Young,
Deb Schmitzer/Edstein,
Kellie Connally,
Kim Gollan,
Vicki Smythe,
Robin King,
Cathy Bowland,

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Sharyn McWhirter,
Leana Glover,
Tania McKone and Tilly,
Kylie Pearce,
Olivia Pearce,
Janette Marriott,
Grace Hawkins/Munro

This patrol was supposed to take place last year but, due to COVID this did
not happen.
July 1, 2020 marked the 40-year anniversary of Women in Surf Life Saving
being able to gain their Bronze Medallion and participate as active surf
lifesavers in surf clubs around Australia.
While the anniversary celebrates the formal introduction of women in Surf
Life Saving at a national level, women have been involved at all different
levels of Surf Life Saving since its early inception in 1907.
Throughout history, there are stories of trail blazing women from around
Australia who have supported local surf clubs in many ways before the
official inclusion of women to active lifesaving duties in 1980.
Deb Schmitzer/Edstein
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It has been wonderful to finally have netball games
commence after recent rains, flooding, and the
Easter holiday break.
Our youngest Net and Set players who range from 5-8 years, have also
started their weekly sessions at Boronia netball courts and their enthusiasm
is a delight to see!
Our representative players are also training
hard and playing two games a week, in
preparation for the upcoming Netball State
Titles.
Hallidays Point Netball Club is very grateful to
have secured sponsorship for all eight of our
teams participating in the 2021 competition.
U15 HPNC 2021
We are very appreciative of the following local
businesses whose generosity and support Representative players:
Olivia & Charli.
provides essential netball playing equipment,
training materials and enables our club to participate in the Great Lakes
Netball Competition.

Thank you to our following local sponsors for 2021:
U8s: Waves@Blackhead HPNC Team

U10s: Hallidays Point Accommodation Centre HPNC Team

Junior Green: HP FoodWorks HPNC Team

Junior Blue: Alesco College Atwea HPNC Team

Intermediates: iTravel Forster HPNC Team

Black Head Longboarders

When the sun rose on March 14th it revealed average to below
average wave conditions across all our local beaches. Seashells
and Back Beach offered waves that were, well... breaking, and
with the wind predicted to turn south at some stage, Seashells
was the safe bet.
After one round of competition and the wind turning onshore it was time to lug all the gear
back to the car park. Another comp done and point scores stacking up for some.
Keep an eye on Halle, she has been
consistent in heats this year. Also watch
Hosti and Dennis. Hosti keeps looking
like he wants a second title while it is
clear Dennis is hungry for the winnings.
Thanks to those who came and had
a surf. We cannot always get great
conditions, but we can always get wet if
there are waves to be ridden.
Black Head Longboarders meet on the
second Sunday of each month at the
Diamond Beach car park or stay up to
date with the Black Head Longboarders
Facebook Page.

Cadets: The Point Cafe HPNC Team

Ladies B grade: Club Blackhead HPNC Team

Ladies B grade: Cellarbrations HPNC Team

Photos by Deb Schmitzer/Edstein
(Other than a group photo taken by a kind stranger).

Please keep an eye out for our upcoming trivia night
fundraiser and netball news, on our
HPNC Facebook and webpage
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Hallidays Point Sports Club
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HPSC would like to offer a big thanks to our local
community and club members in supporting our recent
overtures to Mid Coast Council in relation to the need for
intensive work required at Diamond Beach Soccer fields.
We also had a very successful Sunday
afternoon working bee at Black Head
field. The team moved several tonnes
of topsoil onto the field to even out the
playing surface. A massive thanks to
Ethan Williams and Seaview excavations
for donating his time and equipment to
help move the soil. Many hands make light
work, but a bobcat makes it even lighter!

Thanks to Ethan Williams
and Seaview Excavations for donating
their time and equipment
Due to the high rainfall, blocked subsoil
at
our recent Working Bee
drainage lines and tractor tyre marks,
unfortunately the Diamond Beach field is too wet and unsafe for use. Representations have
been made to Council; however, Council resources are stretched with the flood recovery
work. The Diamond Beach field will not be ready for season kick off on the 8th of May. The
committee has made the very tough decision to move all games and training to the Black head
soccer field at Baywood Drive.
We will continue to work with Council to improve the playing fields and to ensure our local
community has access and use of a quality recreational facility.
Thanks to our new volunteers who have already jumped on the mower and our Lions Club
who have stepped up and joined the mower squad!

WE ARE MOVING!!

Board Walk
For Charity

Black Head Longboarders Club Inc., invites
surfing enthusiasts and the general public
to celebrate all aspects of surfboard design
while promoting mental health awareness.

Sunday 2nd May 2021
11am - 2pm
Black Head SLSC
Surfboards from local collections
Gold coin donation upon entry
All proceeds to Lifeline
Have a surfboard to display?

Email Hugh: BoardWalkBHLB@gmail.com

Tank's Corner.

Big thanks to our helpers who assisted us for our 11th April Black Head Working Bee
We are proud to announce we have fourteen teams for
the 2021 season. The teams range from U6’s through to
open Women’s and Men’s. We are appreciative of our
HPSC Coaches and Managers who have generously
volunteered their time for the 2021 season. All team
families will be required to assist to ensure smooth
operation on game days. This will include canteen duty
as well as field set up and pack up through the season.

Please look to our online
HPSC Facebook page for club updates
and let’s get out there and kick a ball!

To all my friends, I hope you had a stress-free Easter
and no doubt the humans had lots of chocolate but,
I hope all my Pet friends missed out as Chocolate
in large quantities will make us very sick. To all our
owners, please ring your Vet if your pet has eaten
a bag or a block of chocolate as there will be no
problems if your Vet can make you vomit within 2
hours of eating it.
There are a lot of Fairy Tales out there about the best time to have your pet
desexed. Letting your pet have a litter or it's first season before you desex it,
is a fallacy and all research shows that it makes no difference except to make

Thanks to our young HPSC
Working Bee helpers

the desexing harder on your pet if you follow this misguided advice. If you
want to breed with your female pet, then let it have its first season and then
most females cope with pregnancy and the birth process well if mated in
the 2nd season. Most Vets will have a set of timeline notes for prospective
breeders on the pregnancy and post birth processes and expectations. Do
not forget to take your Tick preventatives during the Autumn, Winter and
Spring, as a few warm days will stir up the Ticks and attach to your pet. I
hope you “May “ have a happy May this year and be kind to your Owners.
Lots of licks TANK
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Knight Time

The End of a Long Journey

As long as I have been in Australia, I always listen with
great interest to stories from the lives of those who
contributed to the present greatness of our country
through involvement in politics, business, sport, science,
agriculture and entertainment.
Under that proud heritage, some of us who are now parents or grandparents
are still living with proud knowledge of our own
ongoing heritage.
Recently a neighbour of mine, Beverly Davis, a
passionate gardener, confided that being a New
Zealander she bears the name Christobel and that
she is a direct descendent of Fletcher Christian, the
master’s Mate on HMS Bounty during the historic
voyage to Tahiti.
She has in her
possession a wonderful collection of
family history. I couldn't resist asking
her where she got her own name
Beverley? She said that later, when she
asked her mother, she was told it was
from Beverly’s fish & chip shop down the road!!
I thought then that we all probably have a moment in our lives that links us
to the developing history of our day.
In the mid-eighties, one morning I was on my way to Cardiff in Wales on
business. What I didn’t know was that on the same route and converging
with mine was a former Prime Minister of England, James Callaghan. We
had both stopped independently for relief and a morning coffee, this led us
on a collision course up a few steps to a cashier, where we collided and ended
up on the floor.
I don’t remember which one of us was more surprised. Several men in black
appearing from nowhere quickly helped him up. Although I let it be known
who I had bumped into, no-one asked who it was he bumped into !!
On another occasion I was at a function in the City of London at the
Worshipful Company of Plasterers Hall, getting mildly plastered myself
when I noticed a side door ajar so took my drink and slunk into the space
behind the door which I had hoped led outside. The door led to a staircase
and a man holding a large plate of trifle and ice cream was already in there,
who pleasantly invited me to join him on the staircase where he was sitting,
and he moved to make space! With some surprise, I recognised Sir Edward

du Cann who was a giant of the British political scene and by then, himself
on the Board of the failing Keyser Ullman bank and heading to a notable
bankruptcy himself. During his colourful life, he was a thorn in the side
of Ted Heath’s government and at the same time instrumental in Margaret
Thatcher’s rise to power.

Finally, to round off this bit of egotistical nonsense.
My young family would gather round our evening TV, and were aware,
jokingly, of my crush on a quite beautiful Southern Television presenter at the
time, one Vanessa Thornton. I got used to the mocking cry DAAADDDD!!
One evening on my daily commute home I got to London’s Victoria station
to find all the trains halted due to “a body on the line” at Clapham Junction.
In the milling crowd I got talking to a lady equally disturbed at the delay.
We exchanged chat and I told her I was going home to Brighton. She replied
that that was her destination, to her work on Southern Television!! .... IN
awestruck pose I stammered, ”You are Vanessa Thornton!!". She was! but my
kids never believed that or that we had a drink together in The Grosvenor
bar waiting for the lines to clear!
These are just meaningless incidents but great fun to recall.
Surely, we have all got some of our own. Are they worth telling? I’m sure the
editor might welcome your submissions.
With true neighbourly concern for those suffering from those terrible floods,
aren't we all reawakened to the climate change arguments. We probably take
sides.
In the flow of news somewhere, the other night, a glaciologist woke
my opinion with a start when she talked about the melting ice in the far
northern hemisphere. She explained that the ice, occasionally kilometres
thick, contained water with ravines themselves containing shelves of water
which in her calculation would if melted, provide enough water to cover
metres deep the whole landmass of Australia!
So, let’s hope the Sun doesn’t choose to wonder what to do next year!! Fire,
Water, a spot of brimstone to burn off Covid etc!?!!
If we have any concern at all for our little ones and I mean little i.e., 1-year
old and on, you should most definitely look up James Bridle’s Ted Talk on
YouTube. I was shocked.
It was our new receptionists very first job and it
showed in the way she dressed, screaming university
rather than office! As diplomatically as he could, our
boss sat her down and told her she would have to
dress more appropriately. ‘Why? she asked, ‘Are we
going out to lunch?’
Smile a while and when you smile remember that another smiles.
Tony
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The Anzac on the Wall
Poem by Jim Brown

I wandered thru a country town ‘cos I had time to
spare,
And went into an antique shop to see what was in
there.
Old bikes and pumps ad kero lamps, but hidden by
it all,
A photo of a soldier boy – an Anzac on the Wall.
“The Anzac have a name?” I asked. The old man answered “no,.
The ones who could have told me mate, have passed on long ago.
The old man kept on talking and, according to his tale,
The photo was unwanted junk bought from a clearance sale.
“I asked around,” the old man said, “but no one knows his face,
He’s been on that wall twenty years, deserves a better place.
For someone must have loved him so, it seems a shame somehow.”
I nodded in agreement and then said, “I’ll take him now.”
My nameless digger’s photo, well it was a sorry sight
A cracked glass pane and a broken frame – I had to make it right
To prise the photo from its frame I took care just in case,
“Cause only sticky paper held the cardboard back in place.
I peeled away the faded screed and much to my surprise,
Two letters and a telegram appeared before my eyes
The first reveals my Anzac’s name, and regiment of course
John Mathew Francis Stuart – of Australia’s own Light Horse.
This letter written from the front, my interest now was keen
This note was dated August seventh, 1917
“Dear Mum, I’m at Khalasa Springs not far from the Red Sea
They say it’s in the Bible – looks like Billabong to me.
“My Kathy wrote I’m in her prayers she’s still my bride to be
I just can’t wait to see you both you’re all the world to me
And Mum you’ll soon meet Bluey, last month they shipped him out
I told him to call on you when he’s up and about.”
“That bluey is a larrikin, and we all thought it funny
He lobbed a Turkish hand grenade into the Co’s dunny.
I told you how he dragged me wounded in from no man’s land
He stopped the bleeding closed the wound with only his bare hand.”
“Then he copped it at the front from some stray shrapnel blast
It was my turn to drag him in and I thought he wouldn’t last
He woke up in hospital, and nearly lost his mind
Cause out there on the battlefield he’d left one leg behind.”
“He’s been in a bad way mum; he knows he’ll ride no more
Like me he loves a horse’s back he was a champ before.
So Please Mum can you take him in, he’s been like my brother
Raised in a Queensland orphanage he’s never known a mother.”
But Struth, I miss Australia mum, and in my mind each day
I am a mountain cattleman on high plains far away
I’m mustering white-faced cattle, with no camel’s hump in sight
And I waltz my Matilda by a campfire every night
I wonder who rides Billy, I heard the pub burnt down
I’ll always love you and please say hooroo to all in town”.
The second letter I could see was in a lady’s hand
An answer to her soldier son there in a foreign land
Her copperplate was perfect, the pages neat and clean
It bore the date November 3rd, 1917
“T’was hard enough to lose your Dad, without you at the war
I’d hoped you would be home by now – each day I miss you more”
“Your Kathy calls around a lot since you have been away
To share with me her hopes and dreams about our wedding day
And Bluey has arrived – and what a godsend he has been
We talked and laughed for days about the things you’ve done and seen”
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“He really is a comfort, and works hard around the farm,
I read the same hope in his eyes that you won’t come to harm.
Mc Connell’s kids rode Billy, but suddenly that changed
We had a violent lightning storm, and it was really strange.”
“Last Wednesday just on midnight, not a single cloud in sight
It raged for several minutes, it gave us all a fright
It really spooked your Billy – and he screamed and bucked and reared
And then he rushed the sliprail fence, which by a foot he cleared”

Hallidays Point / Diamond Beach

6559 3230
Shop 3 Village Square
Hallidays Point
hallidayspoint.ljhooker.com.au

Be Local,
Shop Local

“They brought him back next afternoon, but something’s changed I fear
It’s like the day you brought him home, for no one can get near
Remember when you caught him with his black and flowing mane?
Now Horse breakers fear the beast that only you can tame,”
“That’s why we need you home son” – then the flow of ink went dry –
This letter was unfinished, and I couldn’t work out why.
Until I started reading the letter number three
A yellow telegram delivered news of tragedy
Her son killed in action – oh – what pain that must have been
The Same date as her letter – 3rd November 17
This letter, which was never sent, became then one of three
She sealed behind the photo’s face – the face she longed to see.
And John’s hometown’s old timers – children when he went to war
Would say no greater cattleman had left the town before.
They knew his widowed mother well – and with respect did tell
How when she lost her only boy, she lost her mind as well.
She could not face the awful truth, to strangers she would speak
“My Johnny’s at the war you know, he’s coming home next week.”
They all remembered Bluey he stayed on to the end
A younger man with wooden leg became her closest friend
And he would go and find her when she wandered old and weak
And always softly say “yes dear – John will be home next week.”
Then when she died Bluey moved on, to Queensland some did say
I tried to find out where he went, but don’t know to this day
And Kathy never wed – a lonely spinster some found odd
She wouldn’t set foot in a church – she’d turned her back on God
John’s mother left no will I learned on my detective trail
This explains my photo’s journey, that clearance sale
So I continued digging cause I wanted to know more
I found John’s name with thousands in the records of the war
His last ride proved his courage – a ride you will acclaim
The Light Horse Charge at Beersheba of everlasting fame

0411 785 033

OR

E: editor@hallidayspointnews.org

Scooter
Electrical

That last day in October back in 1917
At 4pm our brave boys fell – that sad fact I did glean
That’s when John’s life was sacrificed, the record’s crystal clear
But 4 pm in Beersheba is midnight over here
So as John’s gallant sprit rose to cross the great divide
Were lightning bolts back home a signal from the other side?
Is that why Billy bolted and went racing as in pain?
Because he’d never feel his master on his back again?
Was it coincidental? Same time – same day – same date?
Some proof of numerology, or just a quirk of fate?
I think it’s more than that, you know, as I’ve heard wiser men,
Acknowledge there are many things that go beyond our ken

& Property Maintenance

David Castle

Electrical Contractor License: 206137C

• Commercial
• Industrial
• Residential

ABN: 71060241783

PH:

Where craggy peaks guard secrets neath dark skies torn asunder
Where hoofbeats are companions to the rolling waves of thunder
Where lightning cracks like 303’s and ricochets again
Where howling moaning gusts of wind sound just like dying men
Some Mountain cattlemen have sworn on lonely alpine track
They’ve glimpsed a huge black stallion – Light Horseman on his back.
Yes Sceptics say, it’s swirling clouds just forming apparitions
Oh no, my friend you can’t dismiss all this as superstition
The desert of Beersheba – or windswept Aussie range
John Stuart rides forever there – Now I don’t find that strange
Now some gaze at this photo, and they often question me
And I tell thee a small white lie and say he’s family.
“You must be proud of him.” They say – I tell them, one and all,
That’s why he takes the pride of place – my Anzac on the Wall.

ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS
IN THE
NEWS OF OUR WORLD.
FOR DETAILS, PHONE JOHN ON

Jim Brown

0420 390 662

scooterelec77@outlook.com

PO Box 5171 Hallidays Point 2430

Lee Thomas
Electrical

After a Reliable Electrician?
Lee Thomas is your local,
reliable electrician serving
the Mid North Coast.
We are happy to visit your
home or business to provide
a free quote on any
electrical requirement.
Call Lee on

0436 280 093

Search Leethomaselectrical
or email:

leethomaselectrical@outlook.com
Lic No: 304250C

ABN: 31 278 206 021
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There’s Plenty to do in Hallidays Point
Why Not Get Involved?
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TELL YOUR FRIENDS AROUND THE WORLD

View the Hallidays Point
News of Our World on line at:
www.hallidayspointnews.org

Hallidays Point Lions Club

Lions are an active part of this community
and are responsible for providing
many facilities & services in our area:

We Serve
• Lions Park • News of Our World
Secretary:
• Mens Shed • Australia Day Breakfast
Ray Piper
• Op Shop • Anzac Day Support
0438 396 049
www.hallidayspointlions.org.au
• Plus much more

HALLIDAYS POINT
COMMUNITY CHURCH

“An accepting and inclusive church expressing
the love of God in the community and beyond”

Contact Helen Bush 0419 734 934
Weekly Activities
SERVICES: Sunday 9am
BIBLE STUDY: Mondays 2pm (Peter 0425 206 969)
KIDZ CLUB: each 2nd Friday 3.30pm - School Years 3 to 6
MEN’S FELLOWSHIP: Thursday 8.15am (Don 0419 609 665)
CRAFT: Each second Wednesday (Carol 6559 2886)
OVER 55’S LUNCH: (Marion 0411 728 921)
Special events as advertised.

Your Local Club
Supporting
Bowls & Sports
in Our Community

Join us and enjoy our many
activities and social events

SENIOR CITIZENS

For more information see the
What’s Happening Page
in the current edition of the HP News of Our World
or contact Caz on 0418 220 606
e:dfeilen@bigpond.net.au

Hallidays Point Probus
Interested in Joining?

Our club meets every first Tuesdayof the month (except January)
at Black Head SLSC - 9.40 for 10am start.
For more information contact Ian Campbell on 0417 928 791
e: cutloose08@hotmail.com
or Norm Maberly-Smith on 0490 858 581
e: amaberlysmith@active8.net.au

Hallidays Point
Play Group
Pre-School activities
& get together

Tuesdays, 9.30 - 11.30am
at the Community Church

Jessica Watt
0408 144 269

Hallidays Point Play Group

Hallidays Point Community Church, Diamond Beach Rd
Tuesdays 9.30am to 11.30am
Playgroup is a place for you and your children aged 0-6.
Playgroups offer a safe, relaxed environment where you
can find friendship and support. Children are
offered a variety of social, play and sensory experiences
that encourage learning and development.
You are welcome to experience two Playgroup sessions
before joining Playgroup NSW
Membership to Playgroup NSW covers your entire family.
Find us on Facebook - Search Hallidays Point Playgroup.

Hallidays Point Men’s Shed

Hallidays Point Sports Club
Weprovideasafeandhealthy
environment toplay soccer andcricket
Contact Sandy Williams
0438 323 362

hpsc.soccer@gmail.com

TOFS

The “Touring Old Farts” is an organisation for retired or semi-retired men
We hold monthly outings to places of interest
We welcome visitors
on outings, and hope to see
more residents joining us
Contact: Don Sheffield 0408 672 242
or John Mead 0417 007 456

Hallidays Point Community Liaison & Progress Association

‘CLAPA’
Contact me for a Membership Application form to be part of our team
to review the Community Strategic Plan and gain improved facilities
for our area. Email is best – lynjohn4@bigpond.com
John Griffiths, Secretary

Meets at the Black Head Surf Club on the
first Tuesday of each month (except January)
at 9.30 for 10.00am start.
New members and visitors are welcome to
join in fun and friendship.
Enquiries: Ian Campbell - 0417 928 791
e: cutloose08@hotmail.com
or: Norm Maberly-Smith - 0490 858 581
e: amaberlysmith@active8.net.au

6559 2923

Baywood Drive Black Head
Over 55s Welcome
A variety of
activities available

Volunteers are always welcome to help
maintain our local environment.
Working bees at Black Head Mondays and Tuesdays
from 8.am until 11 am. - Contact Alan 0413 482 505
Seascape/Diamond Beach working bees
Fridays from 9.am to11am - Contact Tim 6559 2827

Hallidays Point Combined
Probus Club

Available for Functions and Events

Hallidays Point

HALLIDAYS POINT LANDCARE GROUP

Hallidays Point Men’s Shed

is a Lions Club Project for Blokes
to do a bit of woodwork, carpentry, etc.
and chat with other like minded blokes.
We meet each Wednesday from 9am in the shed
behind the Community Church on Diamond Beach Rd.

BYO lunch. Cost $2. Contact Jack McDonald
on 6554 3368, 0411 481 892,
email gretamcd@tpg.com.au or just drop in to check us out.

Hallidays Point Community Church

Sunday
Service 9.00am

Contact
Helen Bush
0419 734 934
Craft Group: Carol Wing 6559 2886
Over 55's Luncheons: Marion Blackley 6559 2738
Church ‘Mingles’: Carol Wing 6559 2886
Church Kids Club: Rhonda Gibson 6559 3357

Invites Blokes to do a bit of woodwork,
and chat with other like minded blokes
each Wednesday from 9am in the shed behind the
Community Church
on Diamond Beach Road. BYO lunch. Cost $2.
Contact Jack McDonald on 6554 3368, or 0411 481 892,
email jack.mcdonald@hallidayspointlions.org.au
or just drop in to check us out.
Taree Bridge Club

We welcome experienced and beginner players.
Learn to play classes are available. Closest to Hallidays Point area.
For information: 0490 366 531
or tareebridgeclub@gmail.com.

TENNIS
You are invited to play at
Blackhead Tennis Club
in Wylie Breckenridge Park behind the Shopping Centre
Social Groups play weekdays and Saturday afternoons from 1.00 pm
Information and Court Hire:
blackheadtennisclub.com.au

OPEN MIC NIGHT @ Black Head SLSC
Third Friday of the month 5 - 9pm
Bar open & sign up from 4pm
Instruments provided. All welcome
More info contact Tim 0438 203 797

LIONS CLUB OF
HALLIDAYS POINT

Lions are an active part of this community and
have been responsible for providing many
facilities in our area. They are people just like YOU!
Lions meet on the 2nd & 4th Thursday of each month:
2nd Thursday 5.30pm at the Senior Citizens Centre
Business Meeting, Members Only
with informal dinner afterwards (optional).
The 4th Thursday is a Dinner Meeting
6.30pm when Partners and Guests are welcome.
Venue is usually at the Black Head SLSC but can sometimes be changed.
Please check with the Secretary.
New members are always welcome, men and women,
so, why not come along and check us out.
Enquiries: Secretary: Ray Piper on 0438 396 049
Membership: Gerard Cross 0419 274 607
E: secretary@hallidayspointlions.org.au
www.hallidayspoint.nsw.lions.org.au

