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Hallidays Point Probus Club

On Sunday 28th May a group of Probians enjoyed the Observation Fun Drive.
Originally scheduled for 19th March, it had to be postponed because of a Big
Wet the days before. The weather forecast for the 28th May said “sunny and
mild”, so off we went at 10 am, only to see the gathering of big grey clouds,
which unloaded at exactly 10.05 am! And it was cold! Fortunately, we didn’t
have to leave our cars until we reached our destination, after filling out the
form with 90 questions, some of which (trust Alan
Bates) were very tricky. Arriving at Coomba Park’s
park for our picnic, the rain had stopped, it was still
freezing (see photo of a shivering Maureen Meath),
but within half an hour the sun broke through, which
meant we could play in the sandpit, as you do (see
photo of the young at heart). Thanks Alan Bates, for
organising this fun event again.
On 6th June President Tony Knight was in fine form,
leading the meeting with great efficiency and plenty
of humour. Is it just me, or does everybody think that
whatever Tony says sounds so much funnier (as in ha
ha) when delivered in the Queen’s English?
Two new members were inducted: Jenny Osborn
The June Birthday Girls
and Mavis Cole, who were told by Tony that one of
the most important aims of Probus is stimulating cultural interest. Our club proved the point
immediately: first by Jo Chapman, who was our 10-minute speaker, and talked about dolphins
and her love of these amazing creatures, then, after Morning Tea, by the Probus Singers and
“FourTunes”, our a cappella quartet, who performed a 50-minute programme themed “Beauty”.
The music was interspersed with poems on that theme, and was much appreciated by the
audience. It was a very varied programme, lots of “real” music in a 4-part harmony, but also
some fun ones, like the men singing “Pretty Woman”, while Jo strutted her stuff (it really was
her day!) and the women doing “Beauty Shop Blues” in curlers and with pots of face-cream.
For many John Rutter’s “Look at the World” was the musical highlight. Many thanks to our
accompanists Bryan Paech and Lynette Hester, the latter, with husband Peter, again responsible
for combining music and poems.

FourTunes

Inductees Jenny Osborn and Mavis Cole
More than 12 outings are programmed
for the coming months, thanks to the hard
work of Ian Campbell, our Activities Officer,
ranging from harbour cruises to a 6-day tour
of Norfolk Island.
Anna Hamers, Immediate Past President
The Choir Ladies in “Beauty Shop Blues”
Interested in joining our vibrant club?
Please contact our Secretary John Clucas on jokay49@gmail.com or phone 0417 036 550. We
meet every first Tuesday of the month (except in January) at the Surf Club, 9.45 for 10 am.
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Knight Time

The following quote is from Neil Armstrong’s speech
to a joint session of Congress, on 16 September
1969:
“It is not really necessary to look too far into the
future; we see enough already to be certain it will be
magnificent. Only let us hurry and open the roads.”
A lady once known as Miss Bright
Travelled much faster than light.
She departed one day
In a relative way
And returned on the previous
night.

The time has come an emu said
to find some sand and
Bury my head

Slow Glass

What would you pay to have a window in a room at home through which you
see only a scenic moving view of your choice, perhaps one you recall from a
holiday in some exotic place? This has been the subject of many SC-FI stories
but it is now a real possibility.

How?
Well in the past the idea was conjured up of producing a glass with such an
enormous refractive index that light if slowed down would take a significant
time, say weeks or months up to years, to pass through a block of the material.
If a window were to be made of the stuff any scene projected on one side of
it would continue to be visible while the image composed of many billion
photons of light struggles to find its way to the other side where it can be
viewed.
Researching this today suggests that
it was in 1995 although probably
earlier, that scientists in the U.S. first
produced a vapour, supercooled
into what is known as a ‘BoseEinstein condensate’ might slow
light moving at 1,079,252,848.8
km/h to a walking pace.
Just another exciting future
development to look forward to,
a mirror which might reflect only
what you looked like in your prime
for as long as you want it to!!
Tony Knight

TOFS

The purpose of TOFS is to promote and advance
health - physical and mental, general wellbeing,
intellectual and cultural interests among adult
men who have retired or are semi-retired.
TOFS MC’s most recent tour, on Thursday
25th May, 2017, was a wine & cheese tasting at
the thoroughly recommendable Great Lakes
Paddocks in nearby Wooten, which was thoroughly enjoyed by all who
attended.
June Tour, our next tour: Fighter World at Williamtown, on Thursday 29th
June, 2017.
July Tour: Bootawa Dam & Water Treatment Works, Wingham, planned for
27th July, 2017
“It’s affordable, interesting and we have a lot of fun together and learn a little
more about places of interest, and each other”.
Most partners approve of the organisation too. “It’s great to get rid of the old
fellow for a day each month and it does him good too,” said one.

INTERESTED?
Check out the TOFS website: https://sites.google.com/site/touringoldfartsinc/
home
Touring Old Farts can be reached at:
Email: tofstc@bigpond.com
Phone: John Mead; 6559 3803 or 0417 007 456
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Hallidays Point Senior Citizens

Our General Meeting was held on Monday 22 May at 10.00am and our thanks to all the members
who attended. Thanks also to the members who provided the delicious morning tea.
Very Happy Birthday to our members for June and July.
Iris Salmon 		
John Blacklock 		
Tine Bostick 		
Yvonne Garton 		

1st
11th
12th
15th

Pamela Isbill 		
Ringo Starr 		
Kath Watts 		

7th
7th
9th

June:

July:

Judy Johnstone 		
Carroll Gersbach 		
Berenice Cook 		
Henry VIII 		

19th
24th
25th
28th

Margaret Laing 		
Ilse Nauer 			

15th
22nd

Don’t forget that we hold poetry readings on the 1st and 3rd Monday of the month from 2.00pm4.00pm. You don’t have to write poetry, just come along and listen or share your favourite
Shakespeare sonnet with us. It’s a lovely way to spend a winter’s afternoon.
On the 2nd and 4th Monday of the month from 2.00pm – 4.00pm we have a keen group of card
players who play a variety of card and board games. So, if you enjoy playing Canasta, Rummy or
500 come along and join in the fun. These activities are held in our clubhouse.
As the days get colder, we’ve put croquet back to 10.00am start on Mondays and have started up
a Friday morning game for those who are interested.
We’re always looking for new members to enjoy bingo, cards, croquet, Tai Chi, art classes, poetry
readings and take monthly bus trips as well as trips to the theatre. We also hold information
sessions with guest speakers.
The man who fell into an upholstery machine is now fully recovered.
Gail Phair Secretary

Lions Club News

Share A Cuppa for Childhood Cancer

An Apology!
Share A Cuppa
Prize Vouchers

Some prize vouchers awarded at the recent
Lions Club ‘Share a Cuppa’ Raffle
drawn on Saturday 30th May 2017,
may have expired prior to the draw.
This was an oversight due to a carry-over of
prizes from the washed out
‘Race Against Kids Cancer’ event in Wingham
on the 8th May due to wet weather.
As both events raised funds for Australian
Lions Childhood Cancer Research Foundation
(ALCCRF) raffle prizes were carried forward.
If any winner is unable
to redeem their voucher prize
please contact
Lions Treasurer David O’Hara

0447 377 555

Hallidays Point Lions Club held a very successful fund raiser at the Black
Head Surf Life Saving Club on 30th May. Well over 120 local residents
attended the scrumptious morning tea and were treated to delicious
home baked cakes and cookies. The morning tea was held to raise
additional funds following the success of the ‘Ride Against Kids Cancer’
postie bike endurance project held early in April at the Wingham Go
Kart track when sponsored riders raised over $20,000 for Childhood
Cancer Research. The Share a Cuppa event has now added further funds to this project.
Addressing the guests, incoming Lions
HP President for the 2017/2018 year,
Gerard Cross spoke of the programme
that Lions International Foundation
(LCIF) and Australian Lions Children’s
Cancer Research Foundation (ALCCRF)
have committed to fund genome
sequencing for 400 children with high
risk cancer across Australia. LCIF have
committed $3.2 million and Lions
clubs in Australia through ALCCRF are
raising a further $800,000 to complete
the project and to make its potential
benefits for kids in Australia and beyond
a reality.
Hallidays Point Lions with the help of the
local community have certainly made a
significant contribution with this latest
fund-raising project, the total amount
raised now exceeding $22,000.
Deb Schmitzer, President of Lions Club
HP and organiser of Share a Cuppa
event, thanked the generosity of all the
sponsors, the ladies craft group and
everyone else who supported the project
and as always, the wonderful community
of Hallidays Point and surrounding
areas who always turn out to make the
numerous Lions projects a success.
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Lions Change Over Dinner 2016- 2017

This years’ change
over dinner was
held at the Bunkers
Bistro at Tallwoods
on 8th June and was
attended by Lions
members
their
partners and special
guests. MLA Stephen
Bromhead,
Lion
John Davis District
Governor elect and
Region
Chairman
Outgoing President Deb Schmitzer
Kevin Thornton.
welcomes Incoming President Gerard Cross
This
traditional
annual get together of Lions is held to officially change over and install the
new President and board for the year 2017/2018. Outgoing President Deb
Schmitzer highlighted the years projects undertaken by the club and its
members over the past 12 months when over $102,000 was raised in the year.
She thanked the members for their hard work and the impressive result. The
club also saw a large increase in membership during the year and continues
to grow with its influence now spreading to Nabiac where a new club is in the
early stages of development.
Incoming President Gerard Cross
spoke of his vision for the coming
year and looks forward to working
with all members and taking the
club to even greater heights in the
months ahead. Several members
received recognition awards during
the evening.
From time to time Lions Clubs
MLA Stephen Bromhead with
world-wide recognise outstanding
Outgoing President Deb Schmitzer individuals by bestowing on them an
award that is named after its founder, Melvin Jones. This award is the highest
form of recognition and embodies humanitarian ideas consistent with the
nature and purpose of Lionism. Our club is proud that this year Vaughn
Parker, President 2004/05 and 2014/15 and other official roles in the club, was
presented with the prestigious Melvin Jones Fellowship Award in recognition
of his outstanding contribution to Lions and the community over many years
of service to Lions
Melvin Jones founded Lions International 100 years ago on 7th June 1917.
What better time to consider joining this dynamic local club during Lions

centenary year and enjoy fellowship and working with your local community.
Details can be found on the club’s website: hallidayspoint.nsw.lions.org.au
Hallidays Point Lions Club
Serving our community for 27 years

Awards 2016/2017

Noel McManus and Maureen
Timmins recipients of
Presidents award.

Margaret Waldock
awarded Helen Keller
Fellowship award
Gold Plate Award for fundraising and
support of Childhood Cancer Research.

Melvin Jones Fellowship Award.
Outstanding service to Lions and the Community

Awarded to Daniel Kranz seen here with
L to R: Gerard Cross, Deb Schmitzer, Vaughn Parker (Award recipient) and Gail Parker
President Deb Schmitzer
Incoming President : Outgoing President

Alan and Virginia Stewart each
received the Harry Hesion Award

John Griffiths received the
JD Richardson Award

Glenice Honeysett. Presidents
award

David O’Hara awarded Neville
Tucker Silver Award

Hallidays Point Lions Club - Awards 2016/2017
1.

Melvin Jones Fellowship Award for outstanding service to Lions and
the Community. Awarded to: Vaughn Parker.
2. Gold Plate Award for fundraising and dedicated support of Australian
Lions Children’s Cancer Research Foundation. Awarded to: Daniel
Kranz.
3. Neville Tucker Silver Honour Award in recognition of excellence in
Club Finance. Awarded to: David O’Hara.
4. JD Richardson Award Australian Lions Foundation for Dedication and
Commitment to Lions. Awarded to: John Griffiths.
5. Helen Keller Fellowship Lions Hearing Dogs. In recognition of
commitment to Community Service. Awarded to: Margaret Waldock.
6. Harry Hession Bronze Honour Award Lions Clubs NSW- ACT Save
Sight & Health Care Limited. In recognition of Outstanding Service and
Dedication to fundraising. Awarded to: Alan Stewart.
7. Harry Hession Bronze Honour Award Lions Clubs NSW- ACT Save
Sight & Health Care Limited. In recognition of Outstanding Service and
Dedication to fundraising. Awarded to: Virginia Stewart.
8. Presidents Award for Dedicated Service to the Community Awarded to:
Maureen Timmins.
9. Presidents Award for Fundraising Work. Awarded to: Glenice
Honeysett.
10. Presidents Award for Event Organisation. Awarded to: Noel McManus.
Chris Holland, Lions Club Publicity Officer
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Craft In The Area
Hallidays Point Knit Wits

The Knit Wits are a group of like-minded locals who meet every Monday 10am -12 noon at
the Hallidays Point Branch Library to knit for worthy causes. Since August 2016 they have
completed more than 80 wraps which they are sending to the Australian branch of Wrap with
Love to distribute worldwide. In 1992 Wrap with Love began with the idea to help as many
people as possible by providing warm Wraps to ward off hypothermia and in the past 23 years
they have sent more than 400,000 Wraps to people in over 75 countries.
During the last 12 months, our Hallidays Point knitters have
also completed a vast array of projects for local charities
including 67 pairs of fingerless gloves for The Samaritans Taree
to be distributed to the homeless throughout the Manning-Great
Lakes area, and18 Comfort Blankets donated to the Hallidays
Point Lions Club for Forster Police Domestic Violence Unit.
The Knit Wits are also knitting small jumpers to be sent to Africa
for “Fish & Chip” babies. These are new born babies who are
sent home from
hospital wrapped in newspaper because there is
a lack of warm clothing for them. In addition,
they have sent 18 ponchos to Nepal for the
victims of the devastating series of earthquakes
which struck Nepal in April and May 2015 in
which almost 9,000 people lost their lives and
over 600,000 homes were destroyed.
Knitters are very welcome to join the Knit Wits
on Monday mornings at the Library and of
course they are very happy to receive donations
of 8 ply wool which they will turn into Wraps
or other much needed warm items. And because a Wrap is made up of twenty-eight assembled
squares, anyone who can knit can contribute as little as one square to help create one whole
warm and sheltering Wrap.
An exhibition of some of the Knit Wits works can be viewed from 26 June to 28 July in the
Library Gallery.
Story by Fred Bullen

The Monthly
Book Review

The Restorer by Michael Sala

This is Sala’s second book. After a yearlong separation
Maryanne returns to her husband, Roy, with their
eight-year-old son Daniel and teenage sister Freya. The
family move from Sydney to Newcastle where Maryanne
works at the hospital and Roy patches and restores an
old terrace house. Maryanne believes they can rebuild a
life together but Freya doesn’t. Tension grows between
Roy and Maryanne and Fraya until their uneasy peace
is ruptured, tensions simmer and…. won’t spoil the end.
The book is about human relationships - how they work
and fail. The characters are flawed but hopeful and treated
with compassion. Sala’s writing is wise and lyrical and yet
the conversations between characters stir memories and
somehow sound as familiar as the setting in Newcastle.
Alana

Help & Exercise!
While you’re walking in your neighbourhood,
why not help deliver the Hallidays Point News of Our World?
We currently need spare walkers to cover
for our regulars who are on holiday.

Please call Clare on: 6559 3413
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Hallidays Point
Branch

Kiddies Hut Children Visit the Library

The children from Kiddies Hut
enjoyed a special excursion
to the library to participate
in the National Simultaneous
Storytime event at the Library
recently. The children and the
library staff presenting the story
“The Cow Tripped Over the
Moon” all had great fun.

Welcome to Hallidays Point?

Hello Hallidays Point News,
I am writing to you to share an idea and the possibility of it gaining a foothold
in our community.
The location of the idea is the Blackhead Road and the Lakes Way intersection.
As you would be aware the intersection has been upgraded to make it safer.
On the north-eastern portion of the intersection is a section of land created
due to the change to the fenced boundary.
When I see it, I can easily imagine a landscaped stone wall saying,

“WELCOME TO HALLIDAYS POINT”

The Knit Wits Exhibition
Visit the library to enjoy a colourful display of
knitted wraps, “Fish & Chip Babies” jumpers,
fingerless gloves and beanies that the Knit
Wits group have been making. This friendly
group meet each Monday morning in the
Library meeting room. See separate article for
more information.

School Holiday Program July 2017
Join Edwin, the origami expert, as he teaches how to construct some simple
paper folded creatures. Create a colourful scratch art drawing. Play Kids
Bingo. Explore science through fun and interactive craft. There are still a
few vacancies for our exciting holiday programs. Copies of the program are
available at the Library and online at www.manningvalleylibraries.com.au

A Great Place to Be!
On these cold winter days, why not come into the warm library, borrow a few
good books, magazines or DVDs. Need some ideas for different authors? Talk
with our friendly staff.

Justice of the Peace.
Do you need the services of a JP? At the library, we usually have a JP on call.
If she is not available we can give you contact
details for other JPs who live locally and are
willing to help out.
See you soon in the Library!!
Library Hours: Mon. – Fri.10am – 5pm,
Sat. 10am – 12 noon.

As it stands, this area is presently an unappealing space that would not attract
a visitor to turn into Blackhead Road to explore further.
I am confident that local people would appreciate this neglected space being
beautified to be a congruent introduction to our gorgeous Hallidays Point
area.
I would see the upgrading of this site as a wonderful project for the Hallidays
Point community to get behind.
I have been a resident of Diamond Beach for over 20 years and feel blessed to
call this area my home.
I will forward this email on to our Mid Coast Council in the hope this proposal
may be deemed a worthy one.
Kind regards Steve Muscardin (Mob Ph 0408 834 390)
PS Thank you for the work you do in producing “The News of Our World”.
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Our Natural World
with Geraldine
Building a McMansion Nest

The first time I encountered a Brush Turkey was
in the inner Brisbane suburb of Paddington. I was
visiting friends and here was this turkey pecking
away on the front nature strip as though he owned
the suburb. Of course, those of you who live close to the Hallidays’ littoral rainforest along the
shoreline will no doubt know these birds very well. Most times when I go for a walk in the forest
I can at least hear one scratching about even if
I don’t see it.
The male Brush Turkey works tirelessly and
obsessively to build a great mound of sand,
soil, leaf litter, sticks and twigs. A typical
mound can measure 4m in diameter and
stands 1 metre high. The mounds are built by
the males to attract a mate, they’re essentially
large compost heaps. So, large, in fact, that they
take the hard-working male about a month to
create. The male will then mate with a number
of females. A female will lay 18-24 white eggs
in the mound, with intervals of two to three days between the laying of each egg. She buries her
eggs about 100 cm down into the mound and then walks away. She plays no part in tending the
mound. Female brush turkeys will ‘shop around’ before adopting a mound to lay their eggs in.
They do this by assessing the quality of the mound, which reflects the quality (attentiveness and
experience) of the male who made it. A good quality mound will have several females laying in
it, while poorer quality mounds may have only one or no females laying. Females may also lay
in more than one mound each season to spread the risk.
At the end of the season a successful male may have up to 50 eggs incubating in his mound and
it is his role to sustain an even incubation temperature. To achieve this, he first uses his beak to
probe the mound as far down as the level of the eggs. Then depending on the temperature, he
senses he adds or removes leaf litter. Their egg incubation process — dumping them in a mound
— is an extraordinarily primitive nesting behaviour, closer to a crocodile than a normal bird’s.
The young brush turkeys hatch after about seven
weeks, fully feathered and able to run. These
birds have a pretty tough start to life — after
hatching from their egg they spend the first two
days of their life scrambling vertically through a
metre of dirt and compost to reach the surface.
Their parents have little to do with them and
the chicks grow up without adults to protect
them or teach them the ropes. Luckily, they
can fly straight away, but they have to use their
instincts to quickly learn how to forage and stay
safe from predators. Brush turkey chicks look
much like quails, with plain rich brown feathers over their entire bodies. As they mature they
lose the feathers on their heads and necks, where the bare skin turns a deep pink colour
They may have an ancient lineage but that didn’t help brush turkeys elude human predators, the
birds were nearly wiped out during the 1930s because they are so easy to hunt. During the Great
Depression when jobs and food were scarce the brush turkey became a reliable source of meat
and eggs. The eggs are bigger than a goose egg and are 80 per cent yolk. They were so widely
used that the Country Women’s Association had recipes for brush turkey egg omelette. This
hunting pushed the turkeys out of much of their habitat. But they’ve managed to survive living
with cats and cars, against expectations that these would decimate them. Obviously, enough of
the estimated 20 eggs laid a year by females survive to keep numbers growing.

Liz Bridges is Your
Local Travel Agent

relax…

knowing that all your travel
arrangements are being looked
after by an expert who cares

®

travel counsellors

Fiji is ideal for a multi-generational family holiday

Departs Sydney 24 Feb Elizabeth Bridges
TRAVEL COUNSELLOR
& Returns 9 Mar 2018 6559
2771 or 0407 182 123
From $3879pp elizabeth.bridges@travelcounsellors.com.au
inside cabin twin share www.travelcounsellors.com.au/elizabeth.bridges
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Fishing News
with Trevor

It was exaltation and “high fives” time when a friend
of mine, Garry, after forty frustrating years of trying,
with demonstration, hints and encouragement,
finally caught a beach worm and another later on.
He’s on the way! It’s good fun and at $2.50 a worm,
quite rewarding. However, we didn’t need too many worms and pipis with
only a few small bream and whiting caught on our local beaches. It is shaping
up to be a poorer bream fishing season than last year which was dismal. Maybe
when the water cools (now 20 degrees) it may improve. Tailor also quiet.
Surprisingly, there are a few bream being bagged in the estuaries and still a
few lazy flathead which usually move upstream at this time of the year. Round
seven of the Hobie World Championship bream fishing competition was
conducted at Forster late May with 67 contestants (some international) over
two days using lures out of their kayaks. Many bream were caught and many
lures were lost on racks, rocks and poles. Disappointingly, the largest caught
was 1.1kg and the number of legal length fish landed (and later released) was
not significant.
I recently attended two lectures by marine scientists, one from Glasgow
University and the other from Sydney, the first of whom has been studying
the effects of water quality in oceans and rivers on the variable production
of calcium carbonate necessary for shellfish such as oysters, pipis, abalone,
etc. The second scientist, demonstrated through reference to statistical data,
the effects on the coral reefs by increased and prolonged water temperatures.
Makes you think.
What mixed reports I have got from the
offshore boaties, from sensational to
so-so to sorrowful. Some great snapper
have been caught in shallow water to
10m., many anglers using live bait and
burley. Some thumpers were caught in
close, off Saltwater, but none as good
as the one pictured landed by local
John Richie several years ago. He won
the Daily Telegraph fish of the week
competition for this specimen. Those
who have missed out have, as a last
resort, had to rely on the ever-present
faithful flathead. The large pelagic
have quietened down although a few
unprepared boaties have been smashed

by very big fish or sharks.
Two “rock hoppers” fishing off the north wall at Crowdy Head on a line with a
balloon attached as a float using live garfish caught several spotted mackerel,
a very rare occurrence. Great fighters, growing to 15kg and great to eat as well.
Using live baits and fishing at night for mulloway in the estuary at Harrington,
friends of mine managed to land 3 around the 90 cm. mark with several misses.
Blackfish are beginning to show but not in numbers as yet. The hardest part is
obtaining green weed or cabbage which is scarcer than the fish.
Could you have it easier than this? Several large kingfish were trapped by their
gills in the net at Tuncurry rock pool, obviously caught while chasing bait fish.
Lucky swimmers simply waded out and were rewarded. However, another
visitor arrived later - on the swimmer’s side of the net – a 2.5 metre bronze
whaler shark - needless to say, it had the pool to itself.
Good Fishing, Trevor

Club Blackhead

Club Blackhead Winter Carnival for
2017 is almost upon us with eight days of
good bowling from Saturday 22nd July to
Saturday 29th July 2017.
Events are made up of mixed pairs, mixed
fours, men’s triples, women’s pairs and men’s pairs.
Bowlers can roll up from 9.00am every day.
Please forward all entries to Matt Sargeant, our co-ordinator as soon as you
can to Post Office Box 5255 Hallidays Point NSW 2430.
Congratulations to one of our ladies’ life members on her 86th Birthday, who
has given her time on ladies’ committees over many years. We congratulate
you Iris Salmon.
Many clubs throughout New South Wales have faced problems with their
contract caterers as Club Black Head has lately. It would have been better if
situations had been solved at the beginning rather than later.
Congratulations to Ruth Higham and Jason Aurisch (resident greenkeeper),
on winning the Wallis Lakes mixed pairs at Forster Tuncurry Sporties on 10th
and 11th June.
Till next time, JackO
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Michael’s Computing
Trouble Shooting

Google Chrome is now the world’s most used browser. It is easy
to understand why, it works. Other browsers work and may be
preferred by some people, but for my money, Chrome does it
best. When I say, “for my money”, let’s not forget the Chrome is
free. Free software on computers should be encouraged and there
are lots of free “extensions” (add-ons) available for Chrome.
There are hundreds of extensions available, so please have a hunt
yourself, but here are some that I have found very handy. To get
any of these extensions, go to the Chrome Web Store.
The first extensions I add to Chrome are Popup Blocker Pro
and Ad Blocker. They stop most annoying popup boxes and ads that can interfere with your
browsing. There are a number of different versions available, but these two are great.
Office Online is an extension that you can add to Chrome, that allows you to view, edit and
create Microsoft Office documents in your browser without having to install the Microsoft
Office software.
One Tab is an extension that helps reduce the memory use on your computer when you are in
the habit of opening multiple tabs in Chrome. If you find that you have too many tabs open,
click on the One Tab icon and all the tabs will be converted to a list on one tab and all the other
tabs will be closed. This can make a big difference with your memory usage. If you want to
return to one of the closed tabs, you just click on its link in the list.
Checker Plus for G-Mail lets you get notifications, read, listen to or delete emails without
opening Gmail or Inbox by Gmail & easily manage multiple accounts. Very handy if you use
G-Mail.
Google Translate does just that. You can view foreign language websites and have them translated
to English. Or English to any supported language.
To manage these extensions in Chrome, go to the customisation icon in Chrome and choose
More Tools/ Extensions. You can then allow, disable or delete any of the extensions you have
installed. Try not to go overboard with too many extensions as they will affect to performance
of Chrome if too many are enabled.
Hope this is helpful, Michael.

Tank’s Corner

Hi everyone, I am just going to gossip this month.
Firstly, I will be having a nice (I hope) house sitter looking after me
at home for 3 weeks in August, so I most likely will not see you in
that time, unless my soon to be new friend David takes me for some
beach walks.
Mum and Dad are off to Queensland for a small animal conference
and I hope they come back with some presents for me!
Secondly, Breck is off to England in September and we wish him a
good trip. We hope to see him back safely in October and maybe he will have a present for Fido
and me.
Thirdly, Jess Carrick, our Certificate 4 Veterinary Nurse, who has completed a Captive Animals
course at Dubbo Zoo, is currently spending one day a week at a new zoo in the Hunter Valley
doing volunteer work. She will be at the Veterinary clinic in the morning of all days that we are
open when Breck is on duty and a minimum 3 days when Dad is on duty. (my Dad and Mum
still think they don’t spoil me, but you and I know better!)
Fourthly (this is getting tough as I am not sure what comes after 5), Dad and Mum are going
on a China trip in November and I keep wondering why they need to travel to get some China?
Anyway, I will look after our house while they are away. I can growl with the best of them and I
have a really loud and deep bark as well.
Don’t forget to remind your owners to keep up the Flea and Tick preparations throughout the
year and especially during August and September when a lot of owners do not realise that ticks
are out there during those months and not just over the Summer.

Until I see you again,
Lots of Licks, Tank
Diamond Beach Veterinary Clinic,
Telephone 6559 2277.
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Dogs On Beach

In response to Colin Hamer’s article p 13 of June’s News of Our World I would
like to clarify the Mid Coast Council (Manning Region) policy for Dogs on
Beaches (copied from the website):
Your dog is welcome on or off a leash on our beaches as long as you keep it
away from the following areas:
• more than 50m away from a patrolled swimming area
• Blackhead ocean pool
• away from Little Tern nesting areas
• outside any National Parks exclusion zones*
• sign posted walking trails in bush land reserves
You are responsible for the collection and removal of your dog’s faeces and
you may be fined if you are not adequately controlling your dog.
*National parks exclusion zones include:
• North of where Mudbishops Road becomes an unsealed road
• North of the Manning Point beach access
• North of the area on Mudbishops Road, locally known as
‘Second Corner’
• Charleys Island
• Mudbishops Island
• Farquhar Park
My understanding of this is that the time restrictions no longer apply.
However, I believe there may still be some out of date signage in some areas.
Peta Power, Red Head

Dear Editor,
I’m concerned about a letter that was published in the June issue of Hallidays
Point News of Our World and which contained misinformation regarding
dogs on beaches. The letter stated that our beach is only leash-free between
7pm and 8am, but those Council laws changed quite some time ago (I’m not
sure, but I think around November 2014) bringing Council in line with other
coastal Councils. Remembering that it’s no fun walking a dog in the dark
and it’s impossible for a dog on a leash to chase after a ball, I believe that the
changes were simply common sense.
These existing rules are quite clear as listed on Council’s web site http://taree.
cc/play/beaches/dogs-on-beaches/ but I don’t believe that they were ever
adequately publicised by Council.
My concern is that the mistaken belief that dogs should be on a leash might
cause unnecessary conflict between beachgoers.
I whole-heartedly agree that all dog-owners must take responsibility for their

pets – whether it be cleaning up after them or controlling dogs that like to
bound up to strangers – even my dog found that behaviour confronting.
In my experience, most dog owners ‘do the right thing’ and Diamond Beach
is one of the cleanest beaches on the coast. As usual, it’s a small minority that
spoils it.
Yours Faithfully,
Kaye Matthews, Diamond Beach

Diamond Beach
Rural Fire Brigade

Prepare Your Property
Preparation of your home and property is an essential key throughout the year
to ensure that you, your property and your family survive. A well-prepared
home is more likely to survive a bushfire then one that hasn’t been prepared.
A well-prepared home:
• can be easier for you or firefighters to defend
• is more likely to survive, even if you’re not there
• is less likely to put neighbours’ homes at risk
• will give you more protection if a fire threatens suddenly and you
cannot leave and have to take shelter.
Ways to protect your home:
• Starve the fire by clearing vegetation and rubbish away from your
home and using non-flammable building materials
• create a defendable space by carefully managing trees close to your
home and reducing vegetation for 20 metres
• fill the gaps where embers might enter or catch
• protect your assets with adequate home and contents insurance
Even if you plan to leave early, there is a greater chance that your home will
survive if you have undertaken preparations.
Next month, how to prepare your garden for bush fires.
Leo Fransen, Phone 0428 222 065- Diamond Beach Brigade,
Community Engagement Officer.

ADVERTISEMENT

Dr David GILLESPIE MP
Federal Member for Lyne

MOBILE OFFICE
I will be setting up my mobile office in a
community near you. It would be great to catch
up to discuss the important issues in your area.
Feel free to pick up a survey or information
brochure.
144 Victoria Street, Taree NSW 2450
davidgillespie.com.au

6583 2077

david.gillespie.mp@aph.gov.au

Authorised by Dr David Gillespie, 144 Victoria Street, Taree NSW 2450.

DavidGillespieMP
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Rainbow Flat Rural Fire Brigade
Fire And Your Child

Fire is one of humanity’s oldest and most useful tools. For millennia, fire has kept
us warm, cooked our food, and helped us to fashion utensils to make our lives simpler. Fire has
allowed us to create delicate porcelain bowls and lethal weapons of war. Fire has been central to
many of our ceremonies and provides an opportunity for companionship and fun.
Without fire, we would still be cowering in the back of caves eating raw meat, in the cold and
dark, and at the mercy of marauding, hungry predators.
Fire can fascinate, even mesmerise us. Think of the excitement of a large bonfire, with sparklers
glowing and hissing, or burnt sausages and conversation around a campfire after a long day of
hiking.
As adults, we can enjoy these positive aspects of fire while still being aware of the potential risk
that fire presents. But our children and grandchildren don’t always have these skills so we need
to teach them how to stay safe around fire without frightening them.
Children need to learn to distinguish between SAFE FIRE and UNSAFE FIRE. Adults can help
by modelling appropriate behaviour around fire.
Some ways we can achieve this include:
• keeping matches and lighters out of reach
• being sensible and taking precautions when we use candles, sparklers or fireworks
• supervising at BBQs
• storing dangerous fuels and chemicals correctly
• being careful around bonfires and campfires, including making sure that they are
fully extinguished before leaving
• involving children in preparing the family’s home fire escape plan and bushfire
survival plan.
For further information please visit www.rfs.nsw.gov.au or contact Rainbow Flat Rural Fire
Brigade Community Engagement Officer, Robyn King on 6559 2041
CLAIMING THE DATE:
Rainbow Flat will be holding its annual Get Ready Day at its station in Bonvale Close Rainbow
Flat on Saturday September 16, from 10am to 2pm. Everyone is invited to attend.

Hallidays Point
Public School
Athletics Carnival

On Thursday 1st June, Hallidays Point Public School held its annual Athletics Carnival. The
carnival was held at Tuncurry oval under cloudy skies, which fortunately did not result in rain.
The carnival was a success with all children having a fun day competing in a number of events.
For the first time ever the students performed a March Pass on the day, which was fantastic. The
school also combined junior and primary students together on the day, which worked well. A
big congratulation to Sapphire who were the winning house on the day.
A big thank you to Miss Eveleigh, Mr Voorby and Mrs Husband for their efforts organising the
day.
Lee Crozier, Teacher- Hallidays Point Public School
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Hallidays Point
Sports Club

Welcome to the 2017 season! This season certainly has
started with a bang with beautiful weather up until
recently.
This year our club has continued to grow with over 150 players registered. We
have 10 non-competitive teams, 3 junior competitive teams and once again
our men’s team have returned! It was great to see so many U6’s register with
our club - 4 teams in fact, the most in our southern competition area! It’s a
great sign for the future of our little club.
Our club has 12 players who were selected to play in Football Mid North
Coast’s Skills Acquisition Program this season. These children travel between
Newcastle and Coffs Harbour, and out as far as Armidale and Tamworth
representing our region under the FMNC banner. Representing the U9’s
we have Bridie Steber, Mitchell Wolfenden, Charlie Maxwell, Clay Williams
and Wade Williams. In the U10’s we have Brett Davies, in the U11’s we have
Thomas Worth and representing the U12’s we have Schafer Aiken, Bailey
McMahon and Hamish Wilson. Also, representing the U12’s girls we have
Charley Parkinson and Georgie Parkinson. A special mention goes to Schafer
Aiken and Hamish Wilson who were selected to play for FMNC in the State
Boys Cup which was meant to be held over the long weekend in Coffs Harbour
but unfortunately was cancelled due to the weather. Charley Parkinson was
also selected to play in the Kanga Cup in Canberra representing FMNC in
July. Well done boys and we wish Charley all the best! Congratulations also
goes to our U9’s coach Paul Maxwell, who after completing his C licence was
asked to be the coach of the U9’s SAP squad!

Barramundi

Bass

Bream

A big thanks goes to Dominos Forster and Taree who are once again our
major sponsors this year. The club appreciates their continued support, as well
as the support of our other sponsors/contributors – Hallidays Point Tavern,
Black Head Bowling Club, TJS Building Certifiers and Black Head Bazaar.
Good luck to all our players this year, we hope you have an awesome season
! Let’s go Barracudas!!!

Hallidays Point Paddlers
Succeed!

Claire Pontin, Peter Reed, Mary Elliott, Wendy Lum (front),
Kathy Dayment and Whady Jarosz - National Titles.
The local Hallidays Point dragonboat paddlers – members of the Great Lakes
Pearl Dragons – recently had fun at the 2017 Australian National Titles in
Albury. They were competing in the Masters age group events held over two
days – in the rain and mud!
Six local paddlers - Claire Pontin, Peter Reed, Mary Elliott, Whady Jarosz,
Kathy Dayment and Wendy Lum – braved the weather to compete against
Clubs from all around Australia.
The girls were successful winning bronze medals in the Senior A Women’s
200m race. This was a great outcome for the Club as we only started paddling
at State Wide Regattas last year.
Claire was also thrilled to be selected to be part of the NSW State Regional
Women’s team to compete at the National Titles and brought home gold. The
team (from all over the State) trained together every month in Port Macquarie
in the lead up to the National Titles.
The following weekend, four locals (Claire, Peter, Wendy and Kathy)
travelled to Auckland in NZ to compete in the World Masters Dragonboat
Championships. They were with a group of paddlers from assorted Clubs in
regional NSW who regularly go to far flung places to paddle and who call
themselves the Motley Crew. And guess what - it rained again! The second
afternoon of racing had to be cut short due to the strong winds on the course.
And much to everyone’s surprise we did really well with every one of the 60
odd paddlers in the team bringing home medals – many brought home four.
Contd on Page 14
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Peter Reed, Claire Pontin, Wendy Lum & Kathy Dayment in Auckland.
The Great Lakes Pearl Dragons always have a lot of fun traveling and competing at Regattas.
Last year they went to an international regatta in Hong Kong and to the Gold Coast for the Pan
Pacific Masters Games with the Motley Crew. Later this year, they will be travelling to Tasmania
for the Australian Masters Games. This week a bunch of our members are paddling down the
Ord River in WA.
There’s never a dull moment and a couple of our Club members (Wendy Orman and Frank
Fenech) have been selected to represent Australia as part of the national Auroras team and will
travel to China in October to compete at the World Dragonboat Championships. The Hallidays
Point paddlers will be holding a fund raiser for Wendy and Frank in September at the Blackhead
Surf Club – so look out for this and come along to support them.
If anyone would like to have a go at dragonboat paddling, call Claire on 0411 268 500. It’s a great
way to maintain fitness as we age. It’s also a very social and fun Club to be part of.

Black Head Tennis Club
AGM

The AGM will be held on Saturday 26th August at 2.00PM at the
Club House.
Nomination forms for positions are available at the Club House.
Nominations close two weeks prior to the AGM and can be left at Hallidays Point Post Office.
Hope to see you there.
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Netball
Hallidays Point Netball teams represent a strong presence at
our Forster courts each Saturday.
Half way through the season our teams are looking very
competitive. Go Hallidays!
Here are some shots from a few weeks ago when we
incorporated a bit of fun to help raise money for Kids
Cancer whilst playing netball.

The Black family shoot and
defended by the
Black family and supported by
Alana Nuttall
at GA, crowd going nuts (LOL).
Isn’t it great to see mums and
daughters having a nice friendly
but competitive game of netball?

Kirty Clarke and Karen Belinda:
Our crazy committee
on crazy hair and sock day.

Our two A2 young and experienced ladies
go head to head on crazy hair and
sock day and come out smiling.
Well done girls and coaches Katie
Morse (yes with those pigtails)
and our established ol’ Rosie
Hudson looking crazy in those
socks.

Black Head
Women’s Bowling Club
Triples Champions

Gwenda Jackson, Glenice Honeysett,
Helen Bush.
All smiles for these ladies who won
the Triples against Anne Coulton, Pat
Bayley & Donna Hampson.
Gwenda & Helen have been challenged
many times in club championship final
games to have such close draw games
extra end playoffs and tense finish to be
runner up.
The experience certainly got them
through this game with smooth win
for the ladies. Congratulations Club
Triples Champions for 2017

TELL YOUR FRIENDS
AROUND THE WORLD
View the Hallidays Point News
of Our World on line at:
www.hallidayspointnews.org
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Black Head
Women’s Bowling
Club Contd:

Wallis Lake Tournament
Champions 2017
Jason Aurisch & Ruth Higham.

Over long weekend in June 140 teams competed in this Wallis Lake Tournament played on greens
at Tuncurry, Sporties and Forster Bowling clubs. It is a fantastic well organised tournament for
mixed pairs and bowlers travel from all over to participate.
We are so proud to say that the winners this year were from Black Head our green keeper Jason
and his pairs partner Ruth. They won five games with highest margins. Due to wet weather
Friday games were cancelled and on Saturday played four games, Sunday one game before all
bowlers met at Tuncurry for a wonderful seafood lunch and social party. The best social event
out for bowlers. Next year it is anticipated that we have enough teams to play at Black Head
Club. So, if you are interested get your team entries in.
Congratulations Ruth & Jason a wonderful achievement.
Donna Hampson, Publicity Officer, Black Head Women’s Bowling Club.

10 Years of Saturday
Surf Awareness
2007-2017

Hard to believe it has been 10 years since the
inception of Saturday Surf Awareness (SSA) in
season 07-08, the commencement of a program
to assist people with a different disability in a fun and non-competitive atmosphere.
Initially started as a trial program and called Special Nippers the program was one of only a
handful of similar type programs to be running in Surf Clubs around Australia, approximately
10 at the time.

I am proud to say that with the help of those first 10 clubs, Black Head included, SLSA has been
able to build an impressive array of similar programs around the country.
To use a famous movie quote “If you build it they will come” circa 1989 Field of dreams, well
they did and other clubs and the local community started to take notice of our little program.
SSA is now a regular event on Black Heads Calendar every year running for 8 weeks from Feb
to April on a Saturday morning.
We started with 10 participants on the books from Great Lakes Leisure and Respite Options
(LARO) in Forster, the following year doubling our numbers to 20 when Taree respite(TR)
joined us on the beach.
Along the way we have had a name change from Special Nippers to the more aligned, Saturday
Surf Awareness as well as the service providers name changes from LARO to Mid Coast Council
Aging and Disability Services and TA to About Inclusion.
This year’s program was attended by groups from the afore mentioned groups as well two from
Valley Industries, a total of 21 for this year’s program.
The group once again carried out activities in the pool including self-rescue, kick board races,
musical balls and generally enjoying the beautiful Black Head Pool and its surrounds, all the
while under the watchful eyes of the water safety provided by the BHSLS Clubbies.
Moving to the beach, beach flags, tug of war, running races and wade races were held, finishing
off with a well-deserved ocean swim, conditions allowing.
At one stage on the beach, we were being tracked by what some thought was a UFO but turned
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out to be Paul Elliot and his remote-control drone, thanks Paul great vision.
This year saw the crew decked out in brand new rashies donated by Hallidays
Point Lions Club a big thank you once again on providing this valuable gear as
it assists us keeping an eye on the crew and also keeps the wind and sun at bay.
My thanks to Yogi from XX Trophies for once again supplying the presentation
trophies at no cost, something he has been doing right from the start.
To Robyn, David King and Noelene Young, for running the program in my
absence thank you.
To Helen and Dick Quinn for providing knowledge and encouragement in
the pool by using their expert knowledge and skill they have in that area. It
was evident in the confidence these two brought out in the Green Machine.
To BHSLSC my thanks for once again, supporting the program again this
year.
To all the Clubbies who helped provide water safety and encouragement to
the Green Machine a big thank you.
Last but not least to the mighty Green Machine who without them the
program would not exist, you guys are amazing, returning each year and
infecting everyone with your smiles, happiness and enthusiasm
On a personal note this has been my last season at Black Head Surf Club and
as SSA Coordinator. The program will be in the hands of a new Coordinator
next season. As I have moved from the area it has become increasingly harder
to make the trip back up the highway.
I would like to thank the Club and the
Client service providers for their faith in
me to run the program and their kind
nominations they have put me forward
for at both local and state level, a truly
humbling experience.
Finally, thanks to my wife Brony who
has supported me and assisted with the
program along the way.
I will miss to SSA but will be checking in
to see how it’s going from time to time.
I’m sure it will be in good hands next
year.
Good luck and see you round.
Jim Crookston, Saturday Surf Awareness Coordinator, BHSLSC

Black Head Surf Life Saving
Club Annual Awards

Presented at the 2016 - 2017 Season Awards Night held on Saturday 17 June
2017 for outstanding service to the Club and the community. The Surf Club
Board reported that these awards were very close decisions with a number
of Club members performing extraordinarily well throughout the season.
The local community is indeed fortunate to have these Surf Club members
in Hallidays Point.

Club Awards:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Senior Club Person: Linda Jackson
Junior Club Person (under 19): Nelson Jackson
Junior Encouragement Award (under 19): Mathew Miller
Cadet Encouragement Award: Harry Edstein
Dennis Jeffers Memorial Award: Mark Miller
Senior Competitor: Aiden Butcher
Junior Competitor: Pierce Jackson
Cadet Competitor: Callum Boag
Masters Competitor: Noelene Young

Branch Awards:

The following won Surf Life Saving Lower North Coast (SLSLNC) Branch
Awards at the Branch Awards night held on Saturday 3rd June 2017.
SLSLNC encompasses the 6 surf life saving clubs between Crowdy Head and
Pacific Palms.
• Coach of the Year: Kellie Connolly
• Age Manager of the Year: Natalie Carrier
• Youth Opportunity Makers: Molly Aiken
• Service Recognition Award: Peter Gollan

The following were nominated for Surf Life Saving Lower North Coast
Branch Awards
• Junior Lifesavers of the Year: Matthew Miller
• U19 Lifesaver of the Year: Pierce Jackson
• Open (19-30yrs) Lifesaver of the Year: Aiden Butcher
• Masters (Over 30yrs) Lifesaver of the Year: Leigh Croker
• U19 Competitor of the Year: Pierce Jackson
• Open Competitor of the Year (18-30): Aiden Butcher
• Masters Competitor of the Year (30+): Noelene Young
• Sandra Wilson Memorial Volunteer of the Year: Craig Jackson
• Administrator of the Year: Terry Aldridge
• Service Recognition Award: Mark Miller

Long Service Awards:
•
•
•
•
•

Mike Bartlett 		
Terry Aldridge 		
David Quinlivan
Bruce Pain		
Jim Crookston		

60 Years Service
50 Years Service
40 Years Service
30 Years Service
25 Years Service
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A Water Spout Over Forster on Wednesday Evening 7th June’17
Photographed from Back Beach Car Park by John Stranack

Where Eagles Soar
CLUB BLACKHEAD

Announcing new Caterers starting 1 July

BLUE WATER BISTRO

Main Street
Hallidays Point, NSW 2430
Phone: 02 6559 2923
www.clubblackhead.com.au

GREG TAPE
•SINGER•SONGWRITER

has taken over our Bistro.
Head Chef Dave brings his many years of experience in the
local area and is an excellent chef. He produces some of the
tastiest meals we have had at the Club for many years.
Come along and sample his new seasonal menu,
you will be pleasantly surprised.
Ring the Club for bookings.

Saturday
22nd July

7.00pm - 10.00pm

Don’t forget, Game 3 State of Origin Wed. 12 July
on the Big Screen at the Club. Win a State of Origin Jersey
and Pick the Score Comp, from 5.00pm on Game night.

Saturday 29th July
7.00pm - 10.00pm

