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Jan was checking daily our fire fighters availability and arranging the crew 
rosters for each truck for each shift. Often the trucks were out firefighting 
24 hours a day, for day after day after day. Jan arranged "hot" crew changes 
whereby the truck stayed out on the fire ground and Jan arranged transport to 
take the new crew out to the fire ground and bring home the old crew. When 
the truck came back to the station for a crew change Jan would organise other 
members to be on hand to refuel and replenish supplies on the truck. Jan 
was there to welcome back the crews, give them some food and refreshments 
before checking their availability and sending them home for a well earned 
rest even though it may only have been for 8 to 12 hours. 
Jan is a Life member of The Diamond Beach Rural Fire Brigade and in 2011 
received the 10 year Long Service medal from the NSW RFS and in 2017 was 
honoured and awarded the Australian National Medal for Service. She can 
now add the Hallidays Point Citizen of the Year. 

Leo Fransen
Current Community Engagement Officer, Deputy Captain, 
Diamond Beach Rural Fire Brigade
Leo Arrived in Australia in 1953 with his Dad, Mum and two older brothers 
He met his wife Margaret when he went to the UK. Whilst there he worked at 
Gatwick Airport, where he was promoted twice. While he was in the UK he 
did volunteer work with youth groups and coached a junior soccer team. He 
married Margaret in1981 and came back to Australia in 1989. Their first home 
was in Terry Hills, a suburb of Sydney, living in a caravan park. They then 
moved to the NSW Central Coast, then up to Thornton near Newcastle. At 
this time Leo worked in the home building industry with several companies 
finally working for AV Jennings.
As keen caravanners they joined the Newcastle Caravan Club where he 
became their President for 3 years.
In 2006 his wife Margaret was diagnosed with cancer and went through a very 
bad year battling the disease. When the treatment was successfully complete, 
they decided to re-evaluate their lives and they retired to Hallidays Point in 
January 2009, moving to Halliday Shores. After working all his life, Leo found 
it hard sitting back doing nothing, so he started volunteering with Land Care 
at Black Head. Today he can be found cleaning up around Black Head and has 
assisted in maintaining the Lions Park where the new equipment is located.
In February 2009 Leo Fransen joined Diamond Beach Rural Fire Brigade 
where he is now Community Engagement Officer (since 2012) and Deputy 
Captain (since 2014). Leo writes regular articles about Bushfire and Fire safety 
especially in the News of Our World and engages the community in Rural 
Fire Service activities.
In April 2018 Leo was a volunteer at the Commonwealth Games on the Gold 
Coast, working in the Games Village, looking after all the cycling teams. He 
has set up movie nights at Halliday Shores Retirement Village where he also 
drives the Halliday Shores Village Bus most weeks, works behind their social 
club bar being a committee member for 10 years. Leo also has been the Maître 
D at the Halliday Shores Fine Dining Nights.  
At Christmas time, for the past 5 years, he has often be seen disguised as Santa 
Claus. He does the Santa run at the Manning Valley Riding for the Disabled, 
Community Church Carols in the Park, Diamond Beach Christmas Party, 
Red Head Santa Run, the Diamond Beach Fire Brigade party and also the big 
Santa Run at Halliday Shores.
Leo collects soft drink cans to be made into model Bi- Planes to be sold at 
the Blackhead Bazaar, a very successful operation with all money going to 
the Diamond Beach R.F.S. Leo of course he is always on duty at the Bazaar 
promoting the RFS and selling his planes. 
Leo was the Australia Day Ambassador for the local Australia Day 

celebrations at Black Head in 2019. He has worked tirelessly not only for the 
Rural Fire Service over many years but also improving the local environment 
by volunteering and attending working bees in the Lions Park area at Black 
Head. 
Captain Russell Gray adds that “Leo is an extremely active member of the 
Brigade. When there is anything to be done, Leo puts up his hand. All the 
yellow hydrant markings in the local area have been managed by Leo with 
the help of our Brigade Members, including the blue reflective markers on 
the road. 
The Brigade involvement at the Black Head Bazaar is all managed by Leo.
Leo is the Brigade’s "I’ve been everywhere " man. When a fire truck is sent 
away to assist with fires outside our area, often for a duration of five days, Leo 
will be there. He assisted in the Hunter Valley, Inverell, Armidale, Singleton, 
Tenterfield, Grafton, Lithgow, Gloucester, Port Macquarie, Glen Innes, even 
the Sunshine Coast in Queensland. What an amazing effort.
During the fires that ripped through the area  last year, Leo was available every 
day to go out firefighting and like many members when we were really under 
pressure was out every day, particularly during October and November”.

‘My MidCoast’ Launches

A one-stop community directory – MyMidCoast – will provide current 
information on community services and groups following its launch in 
February by MidCoast Council.
The new directory provides up-to-date and easily-accessible information for 
both the local community and visitors to the area.
“This service is all about user-friendly, easily accessible and up-to-date 
information, all in the one place.”
Find information on ageing, youth and disability services, services for families 
and children, including playgroups, counselling, parenting, volunteering 
opportunities, social activities including arts and crafts groups, community 
gardens, health services, sporting groups and more, at MyMidCoast.com.au.
Information can be viewed online and is also accessible through an app 
‘Access My Community’ that can be installed on mobile devices.
To check out the new directory visit MyMidCoast.com.au or the app ‘Access 
My Community’.
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Each year during the Lions Club Australia Day Breakfast, the community 
celebrates the achievement of a special local person who has made a 
significant contribution to our community. The recipient is a role model for us 
all. They are active members of our community - they inspire us through their 
achievements and challenge us to make our own contribution. Nominations 
are received by the Hallidays Point Lions Club who establish a ‘Citizen of 
the Year’ selection committee consisting those with wide knowledge in 
many local clubs and organisations. They consider and verify all nominated 
individuals against the criteria selecting one from those nominated. A difficult 
task considering the standard of nominations. This year the nominees were 
again outstanding, but two candidates stood out. So this year, for the first 
time, there were two local Citizens of the Year for 2020 namely, Jan Kempe 
and Leo Fransen. 

Jan Kempe
Current Secretary, Treasurer & Deputy Captain  
Diamond Beach Rural Fire Brigade
Jan's origins are from Queensland specifically Warwick, Charleville and 
Brisbane.
She moved to Canberra in the early 60's as accounting machinist with the 
ACT electricity authority. 
She married in 1965 and has achieved 54 years mainly living in Canberra 
but 3 years supporting husband Alan in his role as director of the Dept. of 
Primary Industry and Energy in Queensland.
She moved to Hallidays Point in 1992 renewing her association with friends 
and family in the Manning District built up during holidays at Hallidays Point 
between 1963 and 1992.
Jan joined the DBRFS in 1998 as a basic fire fighter and subsequently achieved 
qualifications including: Advanced Firefighter, Village Firefighter, Crew 
Leader and First Aid and was active in each of these roles.
In 2003 Jan was elected as Secretary / Treasurer succeeding DBRFS's legendary 
Jean Marceoleone (a foundation member from 1979) and has held these 
positions plus that of Deputy Captain to the present day.
She was awarded Life Membership of DBRFS in June 2008 and was awarded 
long service medals from State Government.
She was recognised by the then State Premier for exemplary field service 
during the 2001-2 002 Bush Fire emergency and was active in The Black Head 
emergency in 2004 and is currently involved in the ongoing 2019 – 2020 Fire 
emergency.

She often staffs the local Station while Appliances are deployed and is 
instrumental in DBRFS recruitment, cohesiveness, equipping, fund-raising 
and building extension.
Jan continues the intensive clerical support of DBRFS operations often 
working 8-10 hour days on finance, accounting, tax, liaison, and the like.
Together with Jean Marcoleone she is recognised as the centre of knowledge, 
history and conscience of the Brigade and is highly respected in the 
community.
Captain Russell Gray notes: Jan joined the brigade in 1998 and has been an 
active member for 22 years. Elected Secretary Treasurer in 2003 and Deputy 
Captain 2004 and today continues to hold both of these positions. During the 
fires in 2019, Jan spent many hours at the Station for many days. A number of 
days Jan was still there at 2 o’clock in the morning and that’s after starting at 9 
o’clock the previous morning. No one asked her to do it, but that’s what we all 
do in the Rural Fire Service. Jan was also out on the fire ground firefighting 
and assisted with identifying hot spots in our area.
Residents and visitors came to the fire station and were donating food, drinks, 
fruit, sandwiches, cakes, money, first aid items, eye wash, energy drinks, and 
Jan was there to record the people’s names, addresses, what they donated and 
issue receipts. People brought along casseroles, lasagnas, salads, cold meats, 
sausages, cheeses, biscuits and more drinks. Jan was there to thank them. 
Jan was there to process the paperwork when we needed repairs to the trucks 
(and we did, including tyres and a gearbox), replacement hoses, foam drums, 
face masks, new uniforms, gloves, goggles, boots, and batteries. All arranged 
and supplied by the NSW RFS.

Hallidays Point Australia Day 2020 Citizen of the Year Award
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Book Review
A thrilling local book 
launch
No MayDay! No MayDay!
by Terry Stanton
‘Inspired’ by real events, local author Terry 
Stanton’s latest novel will have readers on the 
edge of their seats.
Terry launched his latest book ‘No MayDay!, 
No MayDay!’ at Wingham Library on Friday 7 
February and it’s a story that’s sure to appeal to a 
lot of locals thanks to its parallels with the MH370 aviation mystery.
Terry is a retired English solicitor living in NSW with his wife Christine. 
He wrote “No Mayday” because the official accounts of the MH370 tragedy just 
didn’t seem to add up, but he admits this book is fiction and not representative 
of any real person. 
It follows TV reporter Lynn Galloway who is filming the unfolding situation 
at Sydney Airport and her search for answers that puts her own life in danger.
This is Terry’s second novel, following “Deliver me from Evil”, about the real 
17th Century Earl of Stratford, whose head was cut off by Parliament.
“The mystery surrounding MH370 still baffles and captivates people around 
the world today and Terry’s novel is sure to have the same effect on his readers,” 
said MidCoast Council Libraries Manager, Chris Jones.
“If you like a real page turning thriller, this is one for you.”

A Salute to BlazeAid
Blaze-Aid was formed in 2009 in Victoria by volunteers 
after horrendous bushfires destroyed hundreds of 
kilometres of rural fencing. It is run and organized 
entirely by volunteers with the help of donations and 
equipment donated by various businesses. Their main 
aim is to help farmers and residents to rebuild their 
fences which have been destroyed by fires and floods. 
The fencing concentrates on boundary fences so livestock can be contained on 
the property.
In the fire affected regions, BlazeAid centres are set up, usually at local 
showgrounds where the volunteer workers can camp and use the facilities. 
Local community groups such as Country Women’s Association, supermarkets, 

residents, shops and clubs help with donations of food and drinks for the 
workers. The wives of the volunteer workers prepare breakfast, snacks, lunch 
(which they take with them) and dinner in the evening. This is a huge task as 
there can be 40 – 70 volunteers to feed every day.
These centres are manned by people from all walks of life who work and stay 
as long as they can. A lot of these people are Grey Nomads who travel from 
one camp to another. Other volunteers come and go and work from a day 
to a week at a time. Quite a few young men and women from the Cities and 
overseas come and join the teams to work and experience the devastation and 
loss caused by the fires.
With the recent fires in Hillville and surrounding areas, a BlazeAid centre 
has been set up at Wingham Showground. Here volunteers are living in 
caravans and tents and working tirelessly to help rebuild fences in a vast area. 
Other groups have been helping 
at Wingham by providing evening 
meals to give the kitchen volunteers 
a well-earned break.
A group from Diamond Beach known 
as the “Diamond Beach Beach Bums” 
who are seen swimming and walking 
their dogs every morning, plus extra 
friends, organized to provide dinner 
with an amazing variety of delicious 
food and sweets for the volunteers. 
They joined them and learned about 
the volunteers, their experiences and 
stories. The volunteer cooks were 
grateful as they were able to relax and 
enjoy a night off cooking or cleaning 
up. Hallidays Point Lions Club has 
also catered for the camp, cooking 
dinner the same week as the Beach 
Bums.
A number of the DDBB’s and friends 
have been volunteering and working 
with BlazeAid when they can, 
assisting with the fencing rebuild. A 
tough job in some locations where 
steep hills add to the challenge.
Every morning the volunteers are 
given breakfast, make up their 
lunches and collect snacks and 
drinks. They are divided into groups, usually about 8–10 people with a group 
leader and set out to an allocated farm.

New Pedestrian 
Access to Back Beach
15 years ago a Landcare project using a combination 
of grant money and physical labour, fenced the car 
park at Back Beach Black Head to protect Littoral 
Rainforest from encroachment by vehicles. The 
fencing was initially successful as it stopped damage 
to the vegetation, illegal dumping and littering. It was 
money and effort well spent.
About 7 years ago the fencing started to deteriorate because of damage from horses tied to and 
chewing on the fencing rails. The car park surface was also damaged by horses. The remaining 
damaged fencing was removed, and Council was approached to fix the area and prevent further 
damage.
The continuing efforts of the Black Head Bazaar Committee to fully fund new fencing and a 
pedestrian walkway has resulted in Mid Coast Council employing contractors to achieve what 
others have been wanting for a long time - the separation of vehicles, pedestrians and horses 
as they access the beach. The new bollards around the car park have prevented vehicles from 
damaging littoral rainforest vegetation and the new walkway has enabled pedestrians to walk 
safely to the beach avoiding the previously dangerous habit of walking on the 4WD vehicular 
access. Drivers need to be aware that parking in this area is now limited to vehicles under 6m 
in length. 
An improved new parking area for horse floats has been delineated with bollards just south of 
the narrow timber bridge. The adjacent pathway to Back Beach has been widened to cater for 
horses and riders/leaders. This new parking area is limited in size and horse riders and leaders 
should be aware that there is a much larger parking area and access to the beach at the south 
end of Tuncurry (9 mile) beach. 
For all users of Back Beach, pedestrian, vehicular and horses, there is now a clear separation 
of and safe access points for 4WD vehicles, pedestrians and horses. Please use the appropriate 
access track.
All users are also encouraged to preserve the beauty of the area by protecting the rainforest, not 
littering and taking and properly disposing of all rubbish and animal faeces. Such consideration 
will benefit all users of Back Beach.

Continued on Page 6

PENSION AND AGED CARE
MID NORTH COAST

FINANCIAL SOLUTIONS PTY LTD

Pension & Aged Care 
Claims Completion

Phone 6515 1122

We provide compassion and 
help during the Aged Care 

and Pension process

Aged Care Funding Solutions

Liaison with families, legal adviser 
and aged care provider

www.mncpacs.com.au

After Hours Return Chute
Yes! It definitely is working!! While we understand 
this has frustrated many people the chute is easy 
to use now that it is electronic. Please read the 
instructions or we can give you a lesson to get you 
started.

Judy’s Art Group Exhibition
Judy Handebo teaches oil painting at the Lake 
Street Gallery in Forster and she has encouraged 
several of her students to hang their work 
alongside hers in the library during March. You 
will see a great mix of mediums, techniques, 
landscapes, flowers, portraits and nudes which 
have flowed from the brushes of these keen 
students.

The exhibition runs from  
2 March until 27 March 2020.

Baby Rhyme Time  
and Preschool  Storytime
These children’s programs are now running 
for 2020. Babies and toddlers 0 – 2 years old 
on the 1st and 3rd Wednesday each month,  
and 3 – 5 year olds every Friday. All sessions start at 10.30am and go for 
approximately 1 hour.

School Holidays Fun and Games
The January school holiday 
activities were great fun as usual. 
See the photos of our kite flying 
and bees wax wraps activities. 
April holidays will be here before 
we know it! The program for those 
activities will be available in late 
March. Bookings are required for 
all school holiday activities, at 
www.midcoastlibraries.com.au or 

pop into the library.

Library - A Cool Place to be!!
Lots of people have been enjoying the air-
conditioned comfort of the Library on the hot and 
humid days we have been having during the last 
couple of months. Did you know that you can bring drinks and food into the 
library?  So why not grab a coffee from our local bakery or café and relax in 
comfort!!

See you soon in the 
Library!!

Library Hours:  
Mon – Fri  

10am – 5pm,  
Sat 10am – 12 noon

HALLIDAYS POINT BRANCH

Sunlit Rocks  
Gaye Cousins

The Old Logger Wagon  
Merlene Leishman

Hallidays Point Yoga thanks all participant in our  
Fire Fundraiser Class held on the 11th January at Black Head Surf Club. 

We raised $1,320.60
All Proceeds to Rainbow Flat Rural Brigade 

Ian Yager
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All the equipment such as post hole diggers, chain saws, mechanical star picket drivers and 
anything else required to build fences are provided by BlazeAid. These are all set up in trailers 
and the volunteers tow them with their own vehicles to the allocated area.
All fencing material is either donated, purchased with much needed donations but mainly 
supplied by the farm. In November 2019 BlazeAid received a Govt. grant of $1 million to 
purchase new equipment, this assistance is desperately needed with new BlazeAid camps being 
set up in southern NSW and Victoria.
Since BlazeAid was formed in 2009, volunteers have built an estimated 5,600 kilometres of 
fencing destroyed by fires and floods.
Not so long ago, due to the bushfires at Coonabarabran, the Warrranbungle Mountains and 
Dunedoo and the surrounding areas, BlazeAid worked for close to 12 months replacing 
hundreds of kilometres of fencing.
According to the news, in the current fires, they estimate 57,000 kilometres of fencing has been 
destroyed.
With all the disastrous fires we have had and are still enduring, BlazeAid services will be needed 
more than ever, and their work will go on for years. A huge thank you to all the men and women 
who give up their time and energy to organize, co-ordinate and work, the amazing Aussie spirit 
of volunteers lives on and is appreciated so much by so many.

To find out more about BlazeAid, Google them and learn about the incredible work they do. 
Anyone interested in volunteering locally can contact  

the Wingham BlazeAid office on 0488 368 414
Elaine Tyler – Diamond Beach

Money Matters
Death Tax by Another Name
I am frequently asked about death tax and if it still applies and 
the answer is no.
However, we still have death duty by another name, where 
superannuation or superannuation pensions are involved. 
Death benefit tax applies at the rate of 15% plus applicable 
Medicare levy, on the concessional component of superannuation 
that passes to a non-financial dependent on death of the superannuant or annuitant. The 
tax also applies to a pension or an annuity that was established with money rolled from a 
superannuation fund. 

What is a concessional component?
Superannuation is made up of concessional (taxable) and non-concessional (tax free) 
components.

Art in the Area
Judy’s Art Group
This month’s exhibition in the Library has come about because of 
the dedication Judy Handebo has to painting and teaching art. She 
is a fellow member of the Great Lakes Art Society but what sets her 
apart is her weekly art class where she teaches oil painting at the 
Lake Street Gallery in Forster.
With a background in teaching and education coupled with her 
passion about art, oil painting is a natural outlet for her creative talents.
Judy has lived in our area for over thirty years and was a High School teacher for over twenty 
years. She retired early to become an artist, specialising in oils and scratchboard.
Her enthusiasm for art is obvious when we talked about how she was persuaded to start 
teaching oil painting at Lake Street Gallery after winning art awards in the past 5 years for 
her paintings. “I have such fun as the colours are gorgeous and the paints dry slowly, so I can 
paint as slowly as I like,” Judy tells me. Having seen her working it’s no surprise she nominates 
portraits as her preferred subject. “What gives me a buzz is starting with a blank canvas and 
slowly painting, watching what emerges. Oil painting is very forgiving, and mistakes can be 
painted over. It usually takes 4-6 weeks for me to complete a painting. I mainly do commissions 
but occasionally paint my choice of subject. I have always loved drawing and painting and I did 
extension courses in oil painting at the University of New England whilst still at high school”.
When I asked Judy where her inspiration comes from her enthusiasm comes across in her 
answer. “I am inspired by local artists and YouTube!

I love watching YouTube videos of artist from all 
over the world. Elioth Gruner and Tom Roberts are 
two favourite artists, I love their Australian pastoral 
scenes”.
“This is my third year teaching oils to my large art 
class which attracts artists from all backgrounds 
and experience. Some students have been painting 
in many different mediums for years, while others 
are new to oil painting. All artists are welcome”, 
she explains. “We explore different techniques in 
class including gold leaf work, painting with palette 
knifes only and using a limited colour palette. Class 
painting subjects vary from landscapes and flowers 
to portraits and nudes.
Each week we also have a theory component to 
the lesson where students learn things like canvas 
preparation, what brush to use and how to mix paints.
Because painting can be quite a solitary undertaking, 
class time always has a fun social component where 
there is lots of chatting and eating. We also go on 
outings as a group for photography and gallery visits”.
Judy went on to tell me about two of her students, 
Debbie Daymond and Bev Gordon. “Debbie is an 
artist with 32 years of experience, with oils being her 
preferred medium. She has exhibited in many art 
shows and has won several awards over the years. Her 
more recent subjects have been waves, coastal scenes 
and pets. And like me, she welcomes commissions.
Bev took up painting again when she moved to 
Hallidays Point 5 years ago. She paints mainly in 
acrylics, favouring landscapes but has recently 
commenced painting with water mixable oils.  So you 
can see we are a mixed lot”.
Judy finished our chat by telling me she aims to get 
more organized and exhibit in places outside the 
Great Lakes area. 

“In the meantime, please enjoy our exhibition at the library and if you would like to contact me 
my email is judjen123@yahoo.com.au.”

Story by Fred Bullen

Art Raffle Aids  
Rural Fire Service
Over recent months visitors to the Lake View Gallery in Tallwoods 
have helped our local Rural Fire Service by entering a raffle for 
a painting appropriately named ‘After the Fire’. Here artist Fred 
Bullen hands it over to the winner, Cheryl Ellis from Forster.

Continued from Page 5
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The taxable amount is made up of anything that was taxed at the concessional 
rate of 15% such as employer contributions, tax deductible personal 
contributions or the fund earnings. Importantly, it also includes any life 
insurance proceeds held within superannuation that passes to a non- financial 
dependent on death.
Dependency may extend beyond these two examples, but spouse or minor 
child are the most common and indisputable financial dependent, that is 
not liable to death benefit tax on receipt of superannuation payments from a 
deceased member.

What are the practical considerations in 
estate planning to avoid or minimize  
this tax?
For retirees, who have allocated or account-based pension, I encourage that 
you enquire with your fund provider or financial planner, to determine how 
much of the proceeds are taxable. If there is a spouse who is to inherit the 
proceeds however, then the issue of tax may not arise until the death of the 
beneficiary spouse.
The question that a financial planner needs to ask when there are allocated 
pensions in place that does contain taxable components, revolves around the 
potential loss of benefits such as tax free income, and grandfathered income 
assessment when it comes to the age pension assessment.
There is also a benefit with those pre- 1/1/2015 pension funds when the means 
tested fee for aged care is determined.
The future cost of death benefit tax on an estate should be weighed up against 
those benefits. Death benefit tax can be avoided if the account is closed prior 
to death. A case in point is a person who was terminally ill or whose age 

and deteriorating health becomes obvious. Closing the pension fund or 
superannuation ought to be a consideration in those circumstances. This also 
applies when there is life cover attached to a superannuation fund.
Generally, there is the capacity for a life company to pay a terminal benefit, 
prior to actual death where it is established that due to the nature of the medical 
condition, death is expected within 12 months. By making application for the 
terminal benefit, the proceeds are first paid to the superannuation fund.
That enables the member of the fund or their appointee under Power of 
Attorney, to make application to the superannuation fund trustees for release 
of proceeds of superannuation prior to their death, thus avoiding the death 
benefit tax that might otherwise arise when the intended beneficiaries are not 
financially dependent.
The value of an ongoing relationship with a financial planner or accountant, 
where an annual conversation and review takes place, should cover a review of 
circumstances and appropriate action to address issues such as the potential 
for death benefit tax. 

The information in this article is of a general nature only and 
no reliance can be taken from the information when making 
financial decisions  without seeking individual advice from a 

Financial Planner or Adviser.

Bogey Hole Bathers by Debbie Daymond

Forster Sunrise by Maureen Nelson

Honey Eater by Margi Aldous
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The World of Photography
From 1839 when photography commenced commercially, until 1888, 
photography involved heavy and complex cameras requiring a tripod and a 
great deal of skill to achieve a worthwhile result.
All of that changed dramatically when George Eastman, the creator of the 
famous Kodak brand invented a box camera which was released to the public  in  1888.
This remarkable and simple device used a newly  designed roll film instead of glass plates, and 
offered 100 (round) images with the great simplicity of ‘you press the button and we’ll do the 
rest” - one of the most famous advertising statements in history. 
Suddenly and dramatically, the power of photography was placed in the hands of the masses and 
although a box camera then was the equivalent of around $700.00 in today’s money, the Kodak 
box cameras sold like hot cakes and had a huge impact on image making, even though one 
drawback was that the camera needed to be returned to the maker for the film to be processed 
and a new film loaded.
But box cameras were still bulky with ‘slow’ lenses and cameras for high grade photography 
continued to use glass plates (and tripods) and the first change in that thinking occurred in 1913 
when Oscar Barnack, an optical engineer at the famous Ernst Leitz Optical Works in Wetzlar 
Germany, built a prototype miniature camera, using readily available 35mm cinema  film.
It was 1923 before Barnack convinced his boss, Ernst Leitz to build pre-production models of 
the compact 35mm camera.
The first Leica 35mm cameras for sale were introduced at the Leipzig Fair in 1925; they created 
enormous interest, but much engineering and design work remained to be done. By 1932, the 
more advanced Leica Π was released, with a rangefinder and advanced lens. And so 35mm 
photography was born and almost immediately such sophisticated manufacturers as Zeiss, 
Exakta, Voigtlander, Retina, Goerz, Steinhiel and also some British makers were attracted to 
the idea. It was the portability of 35mm as compared to heavy plate cameras, that was the big 
attraction.
After the war, 35mm camera design blossomed all over the world, but especially in Germany 
and Japan, the latter progressing very quickly, and the world’s first simple SLR (single lens reflex) 
35mm design and certainly Japan’s first SLR, was released by Pentax in 1952.
So quickly did the Japanese designers progress with reflex and non-reflex camera design, that 
they were accused of copying, but like so many theories, this is largely nonsense. The Japanese 
broke new ground in camera design and gradually became the world’s leading designers and 
manufacturers – and still are.
Most of our readers would have some experience with 35mm photography, such was the 
universality and affordability of the system, until digital imaging created a seismic shift in 
thinking from  around 2000 onwards. And that, from the point of  view of many people, was  that. 
Film was now dead, and everything would be digital in the future. Easy to draw that conclusion, 
like so many things. But not so !!
As with analogue recordings, film has come back from the dead and is now growing in popularity 
worldwide, mainly driven by adventurous and curious young people, 12-35 years of age (and 
older), although there are still quite a few older traditionalists who have an ongoing affection for 
film, especially black & white. So nothing is really over until the large lady sings the finalé, and 
the swansong for film, both colour and black & white, appears to be a long way off.
Does it matter how humans make photographs? Of 
course not – as long as they are happy in how they 
create a worthwhile image, that’s fine.
There is also a small group of photographers who use 
film – both 35mm and 120 – who enjoy the best of both 
worlds, by scanning the negative into a computer for 
editing.
All that matters is that creating a worthwhile photograph 
is fun, rewarding and satisfying. The visual history of 
the modern world is locked up in photographs.

Alan Small, Taree Camera House

Diamond Beach  
Rural Fire Brigade
After the months and months of fires we have attended its 
nice to see a few weeks of rain. But remember, the danger of more fires in 

the coming months is still possible. A few dry 
hot weeks may create fires and you need to be 
prepared. 
Embers can travel up to 20 kilometres from a fire 
and if you look at these photos you can see how 
easy this place could catch fire due to the lack of 
preparation by this owner.
Help us save your property by doing the right 
thing and be prepared. There are simple steps you 
can take that could help save your life, your home 
and your family.
 • Don’t give fire a chance because fire has a plan. 
   DO YOU?

 • Fire danger. Know the signs.  • Stay informed with the Fires near me app 
which is very useful for current information.
Simple steps could save your life:
• Should I stay or should I go? Know your risk.
• Talk to your family, that’s the entire family, into the discussion and be 

prepared. Remember, it’s not possible to have a fire truck at every house 
when fires happen.

Stay safe,
Leo Fransen Deputy Captain,  

Diamond Beach Community Engagement officer - PH 0428 222 065

Rainbow Flat  
Rural Fire Brigade
Rainbow Flat Rural Fire Station  
a Heritage Worth Celebrating
Rural Fire Stations are not just buildings made of bricks, mortar and roller 
doors, nor are they merely places to park tankers in idle moments. They are far 
more than that to the firefighters who use them and to the communities they 
help to protect.  Now, waiting for the demolition of the fire damaged station 
and the building of its replacement, it is time to reflect on the contribution and 
importance of the Rainbow Flat Rural Fire Station, known by its firefighters 
as “the shed”.
For the first 20 years of its existence, Rainbow Flat Rural Fire Brigade had no 
central home. The brigade was formed in 1965 and began operating under the 
glorious name of the Stony Creek/Rainbow Flat Volunteer Bushfire Brigade.
The first firefighting appliance was a tanker trailer which could be pulled by 
any 4WD with a towbar. It was stored originally out in the open at a property 
on The Lakes Way opposite what is now Riding for the Disabled, on land 
which was more recently a plant nursery and then a meat rabbit farm. Later 
on, the tanker trailer was stored behind the service station.
The brigade had only a handful of members, mostly local primary producers 
and rural business owners – this was some years before Kiwarrak Heights 
Estate was developed. The fledgling brigade was under the sole management 
of the council -no uniforms, no Rural Fire Service, no formal training and no 
radios.
In 1980 the brigade received its first proper tanker, a petrol powered Dodge 
manufactured in 1969. There were still no radios, but uniforms were supplied 
- white overalls. Then as now, although the brigade was called a bushfire 
brigade, much of its work was responding to motor vehicle accidents – 
remember that what is now called Bonvale Close and Godfrey Hill Road was 
for many years the Pacific Highway.
In 1983 a new tanker arrived, the International 1410. This came with a radio 
and the brigade joined the council radio network. Because of the need for 
brevity on the radio, Stony Creek/Rainbow Flat was reduced to the simpler 
Rainbow Flat Bushfire Brigade with the call sign of Rainbow Flat 10 10.
The brigade had been stationless until that year when a small standard brick 
shed was built accessing what was then the Pacific Highway, just adjacent to 
the busy intersection with The Lakes Way. The station was tucked into a small 

piece of forestry land. Even today the land belongs to Forestry NSW and the 
RFS pays a small annual rent for the site. The station was small but typical for 
its time, with room for a small tanker and minimalist workshop and storage 
area. The location was strategically important, and the brigade settled into a 
response pattern of 20 to 30 callouts per year, many of them to motor vehicle 
accidents on the highway and The Lakes Way, some of them truly horrific.
An extension to the station was added in 2007 by which time the brigade had 
its first diesel tanker the Mitsubishi Canter which was replaced in its turn in 
2012 by the current vehicle, the Isuzu, a dual cab tanker with a water carrying 
capacity of about 1100 litres. The extension had running water, a toilet, small 
kitchen and meeting space. There was still no mains water: extra tanks were 
installed, and a small lower level storage area space was created. The truck no 
longer had to be driven out of the station for members to have a meeting or 
conduct training or maintenance.
The destruction of the fire station by the Hillville fire in late 2019 shocked and 
distressed all members of the Rainbow Flat Brigade and the local community. 
It is sad to see such an important and long standing building go, representing 
as it did a long history of service to the area and its residents.
The fire station and some of its contents were insured and will be replaced 
within the next few months, although no building schedule has yet been 
announced.  The new station will be larger and more modern than its 
predecessor. Thanks to the extraordinary generosity of many individuals 
and businesses there will be more than enough money to pay for the full 
refurbishment of the station. In the meantime, the brigade is fully operational, 
a temporary station having been generously donated by OnSite Rental Group 
for training and maintenance activities. A few purchases have been made 
to enable this building to operate properly including basic stationery (pens, 
pencils, writing paper and folders) plus folding tables and stackable chairs 
and a kettle. Once the new station is completed a full fit out can be done, 
with shelving, cupboards and filing cabinets and workshop requirements such 
as work benches and tools. I expect that with many items, brigade members 
won't know the items have gone until we need them.

For further information, please visit www.rfs.nsw.gov.au or contact  
Robyn King, Brigade Community Engagement Officer on  

6559 2041 or 0490 013182. You might also like to check out  
our Facebook page for updates on our recent activities.

Hallidays Point 
Public School
Hallidays Point Public School welcomed back all 
of their wonderful students, teachers and staff for 
another jam packed year of learning and creativity. 
The new Kindies settled in quickly helped by the caring guidance of their year 
6 Buddies. There were also quite a few new children who had recently moved 
into the area. 
Even though our school has grown, with one more class this year, it is still 
small enough for everyone to know each other and feel part of a big caring 
school community. 
The school calendar is already filling with lots of 
opportunities for students, both in and out of the 
classroom. The school carnival was held and was 
once again a great success. The children took part 
in races and non-competitive swimming, and 
also tested out their lungs in the house cheering. 
It really was inspiring to watch swimmers of all 
abilities give it their all. From the elite, who carved 
up the water, to those who sometimes struggled 
to the finish, all were  equally applauded for their 
effort. 

Robyn Channell Some of the school's happy 
swimmers at the carnival.

Lion John Griffiths Presents the Dr Dorothy 
Greening Scholarship Award to Charlie Keyte

Lions Club President Noel McManus Presents 
the School Dux Award to Jack Eschbach
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      02 6554 1450 
          “Your Local Active Agents” 

RURAL      RESIDENTIAL      AUCTION      RENTALS 

Shop 2 Village Green, Nabiac Street, Nabiac 2312       www.nabiacrealestate.com 

 

  

Don Gordon  on  0490 790 371  &  don@nabiacre.com   
    Cameron Steele  on  0412 609 890  &  sales@nabiacre.com 

Graham Russell on 0434 630 010  

Immaculate Unit in Tuncurry 
TUNCURRY    $439,000 

2 bedrooms + ensuite, built in robes 
     Spacious open floor plan with courtyard access 
     Modern light filled interiors, Breakfast bar 
     Separate covered car space 
     Great location & investment opportunity 
     Easy level walk to beach or Tuncurry CBD 

Brick Home On 98 Acres 
COOLONGOLOOK   $750,000 

 2 bedrooms with games room or studio below,   
 Solid brick veneer interiors, ramp access  
 Private and peaceful location, tar sealed access  
 North facing verandah with valley views, fenced  
 Separate large lock up machinery shedding ,  
 About 40 min to Forster/Taree, 3 hrs from Sydney  

Rural Hideaway on 15 Acres 
WILLINA   $620,000 

 2 b/r’s, fully renovated, off tar sealed road access. 
 Modern Kitchen, polished floors, vaulted ceilings                                                                                                                                       
Open plan lounge & dining, combustion fireplace                                                                                                                                         
Large front & side covered verandahs, BBQ area                                                                                                                                             
Large DLUG, workshop, 1 dam, fruit trees                                                                                                                                                                 
5 mins to Coolongolook, 30 mins to Taree or Forster   

Fishing News
Over many months I have completed a study of the fauna 
that exists on Tuncurry Golf Course and surrounds and 
included it in the profile of the course for visitors and 
locals to peruse. It included over 50 species of birds, 
some migratory.

Part of this population were dozens of 
animal and reptile species such as the 
enchanting ring tail possums and cute 
sugar gliders. The surrounds of the course 
and all of Tuncurry Beach was devastated 
by fire and there was little hope for the 
majority of the wildlife to survive and 
there was no food left whatsoever. We 
must commend those people who have 
provided food and water for some months 
to the few survivors. The blackened forest 
has awakened again with some green 
flushes and a little ground cover.

Similarly there has not been much in the fish boxes for those fishing the local 
beaches. With water temperatures varying between 16 and 23 degrees over 
the past weeks, poor quality coloured water and incessant north easterlies so 
it has not been a recipe for productive fishing. However, persistence can be 
rewarded, and the occasional good bream and some reasonable sand whiting 
were landed by a few keen stalwarts such as Grant and Claire.
Close in, along the shoreline schools of small baitfish abound with terns and 
gulls and even shearwaters gorging on them and our local dolphins also very 
active. 

Not surprisingly, I managed to catch four flathead 
to 45cm as they love to hunt small baitfish. This 
species of this size is rarely seen on our shores.
When the winds have abated and there has been 
an opportunity for the boaties to venture outside, 
they have had great success, particularly in close 
in often less than 15 metres depth, with great 
catches of large snapper, good pearl perch and 
reports of teraglin .
From all the reports I have gleaned over 2019, 
this seems to be the best year for snapper over 
many decades and it is even reflected off the rocks 
where Andrew Gear, fishing locally caught many up to 65cm.
The estuaries have been productive, especially for dusky flathead. Friend Peter 
and mate, fishing Breckenridge Channel, boated 13 fish from 50 to 94cm 
using vibes in a short time. As with all good fishermen, they only kept four of 
the smaller and released the rest. 
Big bream abound around structures and over grass beds using vibes and 
poppers, but it takes skill.

Good Fishing, Trevor

FAWNA
FAWNA’s Food4Wildlife program is now established in 
the Hallidays Point area with collection points stocked 
with macropod pellets and wild bird seed. 
President, Meredith Ryan, said “this program is made 
possible by the generosity of members of the public who 
want to help the wildlife impacted by the region’s terrible drought and fires.”            

FAWNA asks the community to bring their 
own reused plastic bags and take small 
quantities of the 2 foods on offer. We need 
to introduce this food slowly and make sure 
it is being taken by wildlife before putting 
out more.  Instructions are at the collection 
points which are located at Foodworks and 4 
Bennet Close Rainbow Flat.
Other points in the Mid Coast region may be 
accessed from: 

MidCoast Council LGA https://www.fawna.org.au/food-4-wildlife-food-
stations-midcoast-lga/
Thank you to all the wonderful people who have donated to our cause of 
rescuing, rehabilitating and releasing our special wildlife.
Thank you to all of those people who have taken advantage of our “Food for 
Wildlife” programme The recent rain has meant that we can now introduce a 
strategic withdrawal policy so wildlife can revert to their natural food sources 
and not become dependent on food supplied by humans. And of course the 
rain means we no longer have to maintain water stations for them to use. A 
few animals such as some possums and flying-foxes still have to wait for trees 
to blossom but a number of these are being looked after by specialised carers 
and will be released as soon as their native food begins to flourish.
We have begun the next step of helping 
our wildlife recover by providing nest 
boxes to replace the natural nests 
destroyed by the fires. If you have a 
property which was not burnt, and would 
like a nest box to install, contact FAWNA 
to arrange delivery – priority will be given 
to those properties that are next to burnt 
out areas. We have been able to supply these through donations of money and 
completed boxes.

For all wildlife in distress call the
FAWNA hotline on 6581 4141 – 24/7

Our Natural World
with Geraldine

Not Bats in the Belfry
No, at our place it is bats in the Cocos palms 
and in the outdoor umbrella.
Fruit bats or flying foxes love the fruit of the 
Cocos palms. Often at night when they are 
feeding in the palm outside my window, I 
can hear their calls, chirps and high pitched 
squabbles. Sometimes it is more like an all-out riot rather than just a squabble.
There is a colony of some 40,000 grey headed flying foxes at Wingham Brush. 
These animals (technically called mega bats), hang from their feet, head 
downwards amongst the trees. Their legs are like strong cords, with no bulky 
muscle, so they cannot stand. You will see them fanning their wings to keep 
cool when it is hot. The bats groom licking and combing like cats. At dusk 
they fly off in great clusters out as far as 40km to forage for fruit and nectar, 
perhaps at Hallidays Point. To drink, flying-foxes swoop down to belly-dip in 
rivers and dams. They then land on trees and lick the water from their belly 
fur.
The flying foxes don't use sonar like smaller, insect-eating bats; only their eyes 
and ears like us. They see as well as a cat at night and are just about as smart.
Bats are placental mammals (our only flying mammals) and have a long 
gestation period compared to other animals of comparable size. Flying-foxes 
rarely give birth to more than one young. They suckle their young on teats, 
one located in each wing pit. Their young are carried in flight for the first 6 
weeks or so, then the young are left in the colony at night while the adults fly 
out to forage. From about 11 weeks of age the young begin to fly and will go 
on nightly trips with the adults.
Flying foxes are very effective forest pollinators. Pollen sticks to their furry 
bodies as they make their way from tree to tree and flower to flower. Because 
flying-foxes are very mobile and travel large distances, seeds can be moved 
both locally and further afield. Seeds that germinate away from the parent 
plant have been found to have a greater chance of surviving to maturity, 
enhancing the health of our forests.
The people at FAWNA who care for orphaned bats say that they bond quite 
strongly with their carers.
Our other bat visitors are the tiny micro bats that like to hide inside the top 
of our outdoor umbrella. We know they are there because they leave a little 
pile of discarded insect parts on the table below. The bats are no bigger than 
the palm of your hand. Unlike the mega bats these little guys don’t eat fruit or 

Hallidays Point  
Garden Club
The drought – at least in our neck of the woods -  is now last 
year’s news! What we now need is a little respite from the rain. 
At the time of writing this piece we have received 96% of last year’s rainfall in the first seven 
weeks of 2020 and it’s still raining. We’ve seen plants die last year through lack of water now it’s 
the turn of plants that don’t like wet feet to move on. 
But not being ungrateful in the least for all the rain there 
was very positive gardening feeling when Members met 
for the Hallidays Point Garden Club’s first meeting of 
the year on Wednesday 19th February. Kindly hosted by 
landscaper, Andrew O’Sullivan and his friend Anna, at 
“Amore” his five acre garden and rain forest property in 
Tuncurry. The day was perfect for roaming a very different 
garden.  
Eight weeks ago Andrew was battling a bushfire which destroyed 
part of his nursery but thankfully, due to preparation in advance 
for what he thought might come, his home was not fire damaged. 
And then only six weeks later he had flooding to contend with, 
his vegie gardens and other parts of the property underwater!! 
His acceptance of the events and his optimism about the good 
side of the weather events – the fire cleared and opened up areas 
of the property and the water has rejuvenated the gardens and 
the animal and insect life – especially although not welcomed 
“mozzies”. 
Andrew believes in reusing everything and he has collected second hand or reclaimed goods on 
his property for the past 27 years. Young people with disabilities work with him on opening up 
the forest and he has various workshop areas for talks and spiritual gatherings. 
He grows lots of plants, his speciality being bromeliads which he 
grows from seed. His participation in a World Bromeliad Tour 
with a group of collectors to learn about growing these amazing 
plants has enhanced his interest and his garden is a testament to 
his knowledge and practical work. Interestingly he pointed out 
that a virus causes stripes in the foliage of bromeliads. 
Andrew and his friend Anna were thanked for their hospitality 
and for his talk on his garden and presented with a gift.

The Club’s next meeting will be on Wednesday 18th March.  
For information contact: annietheaussie@bigpond.com.

Anne Visser

Continued on Page 14

Grant's Bream
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Australia Day
Thanks to the community for your attendance at the Australia Day 
Breakfast. This event is really appreciated by the community. The 
weather was kind to us with quite a sunny, hot morning. The ceremony 
was a bit too long but it was important to recognise those who have 
achieved great things for our community. 
We presented the thirty six Diamond Beach Fire Service volunteers 
with a special framed certificate “Our Local Heroes” for the outstanding 
work during the fire emergency in the local area. 

The club is in the process of organising certificates for members of the Rainbow Flat Rural Fire 
Brigade to be presented in the near future. 
The Club has evaluated the event and have appreciated the positive comments we have received. 
At the same time we willingly encourage and listen to your suggestions on how to improve 
the morning. Indeed, we are making some changes based on the comments we have already 
received. If you have any feedback about the ceremony please let me know so that we can 
consider your suggestions for next year (0458 904149 – text message is fine; or email: noel.
mcmanus@hallidayspointlions.org.au).
Congratulations to the local Citizens of the Year, Jan Kempe and Leo Fransen. They were 
certainly worthy recipients. Please take the time to read about Jan and Leo in pages 2 & 3 of this 
issue of the News of Our World. 
Special thanks to our MC John Finnie – he does a great job; and to the catering supervisor 
Virginia Stewart – the food was very well organised as usual. To the many others (club members 
and volunteers) who worked tirelessly on the day – thank you. 
Many other people helped us and we thank them for their participation and assistance: 

• Dad’s Army • Black Head Surf Club • Diamond Beach Rural Fire Brigade. 

Special thanks to our wonderful sponsors: 
• Diamond Beach Butchery
• Foodworks Hallidays Point 
• The Point Bakery. 

We really appreciate what you continue to do  
for our local community over many, many years. 

Please help these generous local businesses  
by shopping locally where possible.

Lego Expo
Recently the Club has been out and about and were happy to assist the 
local school with bbq cooking at the Lego Expo at Great Lakes Campus 
Tuncurry. The Lego demonstrations, exhibitions and hands on experiences 
were appreciated by the youngsters and parents. Congratulations to Hallidays 
Point Public School for hosting such an event.  

Social Dinner
At the last social dinner of the Club we had one of our business suppliers 
Robert ‘Yogi’ Weller XXX Trophies as our guest speaker. This was an 
entertaining evening as Robert is a well-known Toastmaster. At our January 
social dinner our new GLEF student Bryony, and her fiancée, attended and 
told of her plans for the future including her enrolment in Nursing at Charles 
Sturt University at Port Macquarie. 

Seniors Concert
The club will be assisting at the door at the Seniors Concert at Club Forster on 
Tuesday 17 March. For Seniors, this is a free concert and tickets are available 
from Club Forster. Donations and raffles proceeds will be going to the Dairy 
Farmers Relief Fund. 

Classic Car Expo
The Club catered the Car Classic expo on the same day as Australia Day. It 
was a pleasant day at Wylie Breckenridge with some vintage and classic cars 
on display. This is becoming a great event for the local community to enjoy 
and hopefully it continues next year.

Blaze Aid
The Club cooked a dinner for the Blaze Aid volunteers at their base camp at 
Wingham Showground. 

Blaze Aid started in 2009 after the 
Black Saturday fires in Victoria. Blaze 
Aid’s main focus is to assist property 
owners rebuild their fences that 

have been damaged or destroyed by a natural disaster. It was an enjoyable 
experience and we shared the friendship and camaraderie of the volunteers 
who came from within Australia and from overseas countries such France 
and Denmark. The Club plans to do it again in March before Blaze Aid leaves 
the area (expected to be in April). 

Bushfire Support
All money and food donated by the local community and collected by 
Hallidays Point Lions has been distributed. All food received was boxed up 
and has been distributed to Rainbow Flat families affected by the fires. 

Family support
Recently Club members were able to assist a few locals (including a widow) 
with tasks such as rubbish removal and clearing a house at end of a lease. 
In addition, we were able to make a donation to a young family with a seriously 
ill child. 

Noel McManus, President

Lion Ross Timmins Receives 
Lions Clubs International 
Melvin Jones Fellowship Award 
On behalf of Hallidays Point Lions  
Immediate Past President Suzanne 
Newton, who was away on Lions 
Youth Exchange activities, Past District 
Governor Gerard Cross presented the 
Lions Clubs International (LCI) “Melvin 
Jones Award” Plaque to Lion Ross 
Timmins in January.
The Melvin Jones Award is awarded for 
exemplary service and dedication by 
a Lion to their club, their community 
and to Lions overall. Lions International 
recognizes outstanding individuals by bestowing on them an award that is 
named after its founder, Melvin Jones. This Fellowship Award is the highest 
form of recognition and embodies humanitarian ideals consistent with the 
nature and purpose of Lionism.
Ross joined Singleton Lions in 2004. He was on the board of directors during 
2004-2009 in various positions. He organised the Christmas raffle for many 
years. He was on the Trade Fair committee for 3 years, Club President 2008-
2009, Assistant Treasurer 2010. Treasurer 2010-2012. 
Ross and his wife, Lion Maureen, transferred to our club at Hallidays Point 
2015. He served on the board during 2015-2017. He has been Christmas Cake 
Chairman and has assisted at many Lions BBQ’s and Raffles. Ross served as 
Club Secretary 2018-2019 until illness's took over.
Congratulations Ross, on becoming a Melvin Jones Fellow.

The Op Shop has had a busy Holiday Season during December and January. 
Despite the drought and fires many people came to Hallidays Point for a 
break. The Op Shop has also seen many donations during this time, some 
people even bringing donations on holidays with them to donate to us. Thank 
you to everyone who has left the many quality items with us. 
If you enjoyed  a delicious Lions fruit cake over Christmas, we have a couple 
left for sale.
I would like to welcome Lyn Finnie and Mary Bromwich to our team of 
workers. Many thanks for your time ladies. 

We are still collecting for our Injured 
Koalas, Childhood Cancer Research 
and Disaster Relief. To date we have 
collected and sent $482.00 to the 
Centre at Taree where the injured and 
homeless koalas are being cared for. 
Please continue to help us support 
their recovery. We are also helping 
those people who have lost their 
homes and possessions in the fires 
and are in temporary accommodation 
at present. 

Virginia Stewart, Op Shop Manager 

President  
Noel McManus

The  L ions  C lub of  Hal l idays  Point
An Update of Activities

First Sunday of Every Month
Sale Stall Sites $15 Each

 

Lions Club of Hallidays Point 

 Be it known that
This Certificate has been Presented to 

In appreciation of exceptional and dedicated
service in fighting and overcoming 

the bushfires of 2019 - 2020 
in the protection of our community

 
 

 

 

 26th Day 
of January 2020

President Noel McManus  

 

He rl oa  c Ao wL ar ru d

O

Russell Gray

“Heroes overcome their fear of danger in order to do good for others”

Brigade Captain 
Diamond Beach Rural Fire Brigade

Francina Mills  
Local Australia Day Ambassador

Dr David Gillespie MP 
Federal  Member for Lyne

Stephen Bromhead MP 
State Member for Myall Lakes

L:R: PDG Gerard Cross,  
Lions Ross Timmins, Maureen Timmins  

& David O'Hara
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“We are running a three week pilot in Coffs Harbour to ensure every step of the process is a 
smooth and hassle-free experience for both seniors and retailers in the bush,” Mr Toole said.
“Following this trial, the card will be posted to seniors, with a PIN to follow a few days later with 
an explanation on how to activate the card.
Eligible seniors will have a minimum of 12 months to use their card from the time of activation. 
To be eligible to receive the $250 Regional Seniors Travel Card you must be an age pensioner with 
a valid Age Pensioner Concession Card or hold a Commonwealth Seniors Health Card issued 
by either the Department of Human Services or Department of Veterans’ Affairs. Seniors must 
also live in regional NSW outside Sydney, Newcastle or Wollongong City Council boundaries.

flowers they are insect eaters. Some micro bats can consume their own body 
weight in pest insects in one night e.g. flying termites, cockroaches, lawn grub 
moths, mosquitoes and midges. 
Micro bats are able to find their way in the dark 
and catch their food using echolocation. High 
frequency sound pulses made in the larynx (voice 
box) are emitted either through the nose or mouth. 
Echoes of these calls reflected back to the bat's ears 
allow it to know the position, relative distance and character of objects in its 
environment. The echolocation sounds are nearly all above the hearing range 
of people.
Micro bats can roost in hollows in trees, under bark, in small holes in logs or 
fence posts, in bird's nests, under bridges, or in the roofs or walls of buildings. 
In winter there are few insects about so micro bats in cold climates such as 
southern Australia save energy by hibernating. When hibernating, micro bats 
roost in a cold, sheltered place, and are able to drop their body temperature 
close to that of their surroundings and slow their heart rate. 
Editor's Note: I spoke with Geraldine by phone on the 20th February. She is 
still in Melbourne undergoing treatment for her cancer but was pleased to tell 
me she has just completed the course of radiation and no longer has to attend 
at hospital everyday. Geraldine is pleased with her gradual progress to recovery 
and looking forward to her return to Hallidays Point although she's not sure how 
long that will be. We all wish her well in her eventual return to good health and 
the resumption of her regular 'Our Natural World' article.
This month's 'No Bats in the Belfry' was first published in the March'16 edition 
of the NoOW.

Senior Citizens
We’ve recommenced our activities after our holiday break 
and welcome all of our new members. Our brochure, 
which can be found at various local shops and the library, lists the dates and 
times of our activities as well as our notice board at the community centre 
located on Baywood Drive, Black Head. 
As always, our month started with the Black Head Bazaar on the first Sunday. 
We had a successful market and sold out. Many thanks to our volunteers who 
work so hard on the day, however, we can always use more help. Please call 
Carol on 6559 2935 if you can spare an hour or two on either Saturday to 
help with the preparation or Sunday at the Bazaar. Thank you also to our 
customers who support us in our major fundraiser. 
With our bus trip on Tuesday 11 February, we were incredibly lucky with 
the weather, as it started raining at 6pm the night before, but had stopped 

by morning, our trip was most enjoyable. We travelled to Harrington and 
enjoyed our morning tea overlooking the water, then drove on to Bonny 
Hills to visit the fabulous Crystalline Pottery where Rob took us through the 
process that makes his beautiful pottery so spectacular. We then arrived in 
time for our lunch at the Bonny Hills Garden Nursery and settled in for a 
lovely lunch. I believe some shopping was done on the day. 
Still finalising the next trip, details will be on the information board in the 
community centre soon. 
There are still some tickets left for the free Seniors Concert on 17th March. It’s 
always an enjoyable show and if you haven’t been to one, I encourage you to 
attend, tickets are at the Community Centre in Bayview Drive.
Don’t forget that we play bingo, croquet, cards, do Tai Chi, hold art classes 
and invite guest speakers for special information sessions. Come and try 
something you haven’t done before and meet some new friends!

Gail Phair, Trips Coordinator

Applications Open for $250 
Regional Seniors Travel Card
Applications for the NSW Government’s $250 Regional Seniors Travel Card 
are now open for those living in Myall Lakes.
Eligible seniors can apply through service.nsw.gov.au, by calling 13 77 88 or 
visiting either the Taree or Tuncurry Service Centre
Member for Myall Lakes Stephen Bromhead said the card would ease the cost 
of travel for eligible regional seniors.
“Travel is one of the most significant expenses for residents living in rural and 
regional NSW, which is why the NSW Nationals in Government committed at 
the 2019 election to reducing that cost for seniors,” Mr Bromhead said.
“The NSW Nationals in Government are making it easier and more affordable 
for them to stay connected with family and friends, as well as accessing 
essential services including medical appointments and shopping centres.
“The card is able to be used for pre-booked NSW TrainLink Regional services, 
taxis and fuel, helping seniors get to where they need to go.”
Minister for Regional Transport and Roads Paul Toole said applications were 
open through Service NSW, with cards expected to be posted out to eligible 
seniors from mid-late February, following a successful pilot in Coffs Harbour.

100% Guarantee - if you don’t
absolutely love your new

hairstyle we will re-do it for FREE
or refund your money in full!

(Within 7 Days)

6559 3569
Shop 5, Black Head Village Square

Hallidays Point

Francina Mills
Director
Senior Stylist

Chantelle Anlezark
Senior Stylist

Julie-Anne Stamp
Senior Stylist

Our ongoing commitment 

to training and growing 

our industry

Junior Stylists 
Special Offers Senior Regrowth

Colour/Cut 
& Blowave

$65

Blowave
& Treatment $30

Ask for Molly or Amber

Progressive Changes  
for Xstyles Salon
Xstyles Salon has a new corporate 
image and new opening hours:

• Mondays – 9am to 2pm • Tuesdays – 9am to 5pm 
• Wednesdays – 8am to 7pm • Thursdays – 8am to 5pm 

• Fridays – 8am to 5pm • Saturdays – 9am to 1pm.
Proprietor Francina Mills is pleased to welcome senior 
stylist Julie-Anne Stamp as a new member of the salon. 

Julie-Anne is available for styling on  
Mondays, Fridays and Saturdays.

Senior stylist Chantelle Anlezark’s new days are 
Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays and some Saturdays.

Francina’s days are now Wednesdays, Thursdays and Fridays.

Junior stylists Molly and Amber will be available from Mondays through 
Fridays and on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays will be offering a 

Juniors staff training special of a blowave and treatment for only $30. Limited spaces are 
available.
At Xstyles Salon, the commitment to staff training is of the utmost importance so that their 
creative skills and knowledge is developed within the industry on a practical basis. This builds 
their confidence to become great stylists and to be challenged to make sound and informed 
choices for the future in their career. 
Junior staff member Molly has been recommended to enter into some Hairdressing 
competitions and all at Xstyles are very proud that she has been selected.

Continued from Page 11

Senior Citizens Centre
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Walkabouts
The Walkabout’s started the 
new walking year with their 
traditional amble through 
Wallis Lake. No one minded the showers, naturally we are all grateful for the 
rain at last which will assist with nature’s recovery. After the stroll we enjoyed 
a sausage sizzle whilst catching up with friends and anticipating the new 2020 
walking program.

The group has been going for 32 years and currently has an active membership 
of about that same number. The walks are usually under an hour’s drive 
away and are on average about 12 kms long. We are a group of friends, and 
conduct events on a casual basis, there are no membership fees. Each person 
is responsible for their own safety and welfare.

If you are interested in getting some healthy exercise, a chat along the way, 
and also going off the beaten track a little,  

phone Graham Lane 6559 2385 for more info.

TOFS
January Trip  
National Motorcycle 
Museum Nabiac
19 TOFS and 2 guests enjoyed a day visiting 
the wonderful National Motorcycle Museum, 
where we were totally amazed at the huge 
number and variety of motorbikes, displays 
of historical related photographs and bike detail, with vintage and veteran 
cars in top condition, as well. Previous visiting members and those unfamiliar 
were “gob-smacked” by the collection, some with a “bikie” past obviously 
affected.

Many thanks again to Don S and John M for their organisation, (with black-
out to test us in their absence), and to our driver Peter H for his safe driving 
as usual. 
In just 3 years, TOFS MC (Mid Coast) has grown to 41 members.
Don, our Tour Organiser, has arranged the following trips:
• February trip; Friday 28 February 2020; (with Leo’s assistance); RFS 

stations in Diamond Beach & Taree, 
• March trip; Friday 27 March 2020; (with Will’s assistance); Cassegrain 

Winery in Port Macquarie 
• April trip; Friday 24 April 2020; Stebar Boats in Taree 
• May trip; Friday 22 May 2020; “North meets South”; a combined 

social day, a long lunch, in Newcastle to meet our southern cousins in 
Newcastle.

In just 3 years, TOFS MC (Mid Coast) has grown to 41 members with Don 
Sheffield, our Tour Organiser, organising monthly trips to places of interest 
such as wineries, breweries, Marine Rescue, Ellenborough Falls (before 
the drought when it had plenty of water), Fighter World, Wingham Brush, 
North Coast Buffalo Farm, etc, etc.

Cheers, John Mead, Liaison Officer, Phone: 0417 007 456  
Email: johnmead2430@gmail.com

TOFS website: https://sites.google.com/site/touringoldfartsinc/

Australia Revives
The sight of new growth on a burned trunk is not a 
bad illustration of the resilience being shown by many 
Australians at this present time. Following drought, fires 
and now floods with devastating loss of stock, property 
and even lives, courage and certainty of recovery is 
constantly portrayed by brave men and women.
In the days of the prophet Joel, people had suffered a 
prolonged period of famine and great suffering. As they turned back to God, 
from Him came the promise, “I will restore to you the years that the locust 
has eaten”.
I would imagine that there have been many prayers uttered during recent 
times of fear and helplessness. Maybe we can continue these on with thanks 
for safety and requests that God restores our land to the place of beauty and 
productivity we have known in the past.

The REV.

Hallidays Point  
Probus News
After two long, hot and dry months it was good to be back on the 1st Tuesday 
in February. Even better knowing that the threat of bushfires in our region has 
gone and that "a rain event" was forecast for the next few days. And boy, did it 
rain! It's amazing what Mother Nature can do, everything is green again, the 
dams are filling up, the cows are happy, and so are all of us.
It was with great sadness that we learned of the passing of Lyn Harriman.  Lyn 
has been a long-term Probian, always willing to help out whenever help was 
needed, and always with a smile. At her funeral-service on 10th January it was 
standing room only, proof of how much loved and respected she was.
President Ian opened the meeting by welcoming everyone, in particular 
Lorraine Blacklock who is back home with husband John, after months of 
staying in Newcastle while John was undergoing treatment. So good to hear 
that John is doing well.
Welfare Officer Cherilyn Leckner reported that Robin Billings had a nasty 
fall, suffered a deep laceration to her leg and, at the time of writing this, is still 
in RPA Hospital in Sydney. We wish her a speedy recovery.
Our 10-minute talk was given by Ellis Niven, 
who, at very short notice, stood in for the 
planned speaker who had cancelled. Much 
appreciated, Ellis, especially after learning later 
you were about to have surgery the next day!  
Ellis is one of our newest members, but by no 
means a new Probian, as he was a Founding 
Member of a Queensland club. The title of his 
talk being "This is my Life", he started at the very 
beginning: his birth in a basement in Sydney on 
the night Sydney Harbour was under attack in WW2. Ellis left school at 16 
to become an apprentice plumber; he qualified at age 19. High rise buildings 
started to go up all over Sydney, which meant far more complicated plumbing, 
which in turn meant many years of additional courses. After living in Sydney 
for many years, marrying Sue and raising 3 children, the couple moved to 
Gladstone in Queensland in 1998, where they ran a motel. To be closer to 
the kids they moved to Hallidays Point only recently. Over the years he and 
Sue went on 35 (!) cruises and travelled all over the globe. Sailing, fishing and 
pickle-ball are among Ellis' hobbies.
Then it was time for Morning Tea. Well, that was something else! Hospitality 
Officer Caroline Feilen doesn't believe in under-catering. She had put an 
unbelievable spread on the table. She had a theme, Valentine's Day, so besides 
delicious sandwiches, she had baked little cakes and cookies, and decorated 

them with hearts. There was even a bowl of strawberries. Honestly, if there's 
someone out there who considers membership of our Probus club, stop 
considering, Caroline's morning tea alone is more than worth it!
Guest speaker this month was Ms Frances Breen, 
a retired court-registrar, now, among other things, 
active as deputy to Marine Rescue Commander 
David Gibson, who introduced her.
A court-registrar is a public servant whose job it 
is to assist the judge and oversee the run of the 
court by compiling a list of all the cases, criminal 
as well as civil, before the court that day. These 
cases vary from shoplifting to murder. After many 
years in Sydney she moved to Forster Keys and became a court registrar in 
Taree until 2011 when she retired. One of her roles was that of  mediator, for 
instance in cases where a will was contested. Frances explained the concepts 
of Power of Attorney, or POA, and Enduring Guardianship. The former is 
a document that individuals use to allow another person to make decisions 
on their behalf regarding their finances, business and personal matters. In 
certain jurisdictions (ACT and Queensland) a POA will give someone the 
authority to make decisions regarding a person's health care as well. Enduring 
Guardianship involves the appointment of someone to make life-style, health 
and medical decisions for you when you are not capable of doing this for 
yourself. Needless to say one has to be very careful in choosing the right 
person in both cases!
Our thanks go to Frances for a very informative talk.
Next month will be our AGM, after which many of us will go for lunch at Club 
Blackhead.

Interested in joining? Our club meets every first Tuesday of the month 
(except in January) at Black Head Surf Life Saving Club, 9.30 for a 10 am 

start. For more info please contact President Ian Campbell on 0417 928 791 
or cutloose08@hotmail.com, or our Secretary  

Norm Maberly-Smith on 0490 858 581 or nmaberlysmith@activ8.net.au
Anna Hamers - Publicity Officer

Luxury Homes from $360,000. 
At this price, no other retirement village comes close.
CLOSE TO PERFECT.  25m heated indoor pool & 5 star Recreation Centre. 
CLOSE TO BEACH.  Black Head beach is 7 minutes walk away.
CLOSE TO IDYLLIC.  The homes are all space, style & sheer luxury.
CLOSE TO SHOPS.  Shopping centre & café just across the road.
CLOSE TO FORSTER.  The services & amenities of Forster & Tuncurry are just 20 -25 minutes away.

Call Janine on 0439 485 940 for a tour
at 90 High St, Hallidays Point NSW 2430. 

Luxury Homes from $360,000. 
At this price, no other retirement village comes close.
CLOSE TO PERFECT.  25m heated indoor pool & 5 star Recreation Centre. 
CLOSE TO BEACH.  Black Head beach is 7 minutes walk away.
CLOSE TO IDYLLIC.  The homes are all space, style & sheer luxury.
CLOSE TO SHOPS.  Shopping centre & café just across the road.
CLOSE TO FORSTER.  The services & amenities of Forster & Tuncurry are just 20 -25 minutes away.

Call Janine on 0439 485 940 for a tour
at 90 High St, Hallidays Point NSW 2430. 

February Birthdays
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Tallwoods Golf Club
Drought Breaks and Golf Goes On
How quickly has the early February rain transformed the 
golf environment and playing conditions. The cracked 
earth is gone, and water is flowing freely replenishing 
dam supplies. Even the sauna-like humidity has abated, 
and it will be perfect weather for golf, if it ever stops 
raining. After events were postponed due to smoke and 
fire hazard, now events are postponed due to dangerously wet conditions. So 

it’s back to brollies and muddy golf shoes, free drops 
out of puddles and Jeff the pro (pictured) saying 
“please be careful not to drive golf carts near greens 
or through muddy retention basins.” 
At least the Australia Day 4 person medley Ambrose 
event went ahead. Jeff Mendham looked ecstatic 
about the turnout of one hundred and twenty 
golfers who enjoyed playing on the rapidly greening 
fairways under blue skies. There were prizes for best 
dressed and best decorated carts with an Australian 
theme. There was an abundance of flags as well as 

messages promoting bushfire relief, renewable energy, reconciliation and save 
the koalas. 

The traditional trophy of the Australia 
Day Shield is only open to members 
and is sponsored by Noni Gill. The 
winners were David Dunworth, Mark 
Taylor, Col McKillip-Davies and Tracy 
Fernance. 
A new trophy for members or visitors, 
The Goodson Cup, was presented by 
Tallwoods Country Club owner, Barry 
Sale, and was also won by the same 
team.
In second place were those Ambrose frequent winners, Krystyna and Ron 
Aldham along with Mary Gleeson and Lee Thomas. The prize money became 
an extra birthday present for Mary in front of the ready-made party of more 
than 120 well-wishers enjoying the sunshine.
The February Monthly Medal was held on the 1st of February and the winners 
were:-
Men: A Grade: Jeffrey Cutler; B Grade: Dale Clarke; C Grade: Freddy 
Sharpe, Philip Greenwood won a play-off for the B Grade January medal.
Ladies: Division 1: Bev Jones; Division 2: Mavis Wright and Division 3: Ele 
Fraser.
The Lower North Coast District Golf Association Men’s Pennant season 
has started with Tallwoods being represented in Divisions 2, 3 and 4. The 
Tallwoods teams are sponsored by The Kranky Goat Restaurant. 
John Pearson and Jeffrey Cutler represented Tallwoods at the LNC 
Championships at Wauchope on the 2nd of February but came home without 
any silverware. 

The ladies have chosen a team shirt from 
the Tallwoods Pro Shop that will make them 
stand out from the crowd at Thursday ladies 
days or when on tour to South West Rocks. 
Robyn Murray, Paula Livermore, Lyndy 
Prout and Denise New stopped for a photo 
shoot.

Ladies Opening Day Scramble Event on Thursday the 6th of February was 
cancelled due to the inclement weather. There is more to golf than just hitting 
that little white ball, so rain didn’t stop the ladies gathering to welcome in the 
new golfing year with a light luncheon at the Kranky Goat Restaurant. This 
indoor golf discussion was well attended and enjoyed by all.

Jeff Cutler, Club Captain

Black Head  
Tennis Club
GYRO

Blackhead Tennis Club’s first session 
of Tennis Australia’s ‘Get Your Racquet 
On’ (GYRO) was on Sunday 2 February 
2020 with 15 keen attendees enjoying 
the fun & tennis games. GYRO is 
described as the largest marketing 
campaign in Tennis Australian history 

and was launched during the Australian Open, 2020 summer of tennis. The 
campaign is all about encouraging lapsed adult tennis players to get back on 
the court through “Open Court Sessions.”
(A lapsed player is someone who has participated in tennis at some point 
in their life but have not stuck with it. The research states that these players 
are not getting involved from fear of their skill level as well as the lack of 
knowledge about how to get back on the court). 
Through a large research project, Tennis Australia found that the challenge 
in our sport is keeping young adults (25-45) in the game. Those 25-45-year 
olds identified that the main reasons they weren’t playing was due to lack of 
convenience, having no one to play with and not wanting to commit.

GYRO, ongoing; what a wonderful problem…. for a second week running the 
rain, so very welcome, has caused the cancellation of our 2nd "Open Court 
Session", planned for Sunday 16 February 2020. The courts were saturated, 
and with the forecast of more rain, we had no choice. We will aim for Sunday 
23 February 2020. Bookings, or information, at: https://play.tennis.com.au 
and search for Blackhead Tennis Club, or email: blackheadtennisclub2430@
gmail.com. Sorry for the cancellation, but we welcome the rain. 

Pickleball?
Yes, Pickleball is being trialled at 
Blackhead Tennis Club. But what is it? 
Pickleball is a bat & ball game that is a combination of 
tennis, badminton, and table tennis. Players use solid 
bats, or paddles, that can be made of wood or composite materials, and they 
hit a type of plastic ball with up to 40 holes. Pickleball is played on a court 
with a net slightly lower than a tennis court, with rules similar to tennis. 
It was invented in the USA in the 1960s and is one of the fastest growing 
sports in the 50+ age group, worldwide, due to its low impact, underarm 
serves and compact sized court. It can be played as a singles game but has 
more appeal as a doubles game with 4 players on the court. More info: http://
www.pickleballaus.org/about-pickleball  

AGM
As reported last month, the committee elected to postpone the Annual 
General Meeting (AGM) scheduled for Saturday November 30, 2019, and the 
delayed AGM was held on Saturday 15 February 2020. New Directors are:

President:  - John Mead (re-elected unopposed) 
Vice President: - Keith (Skip) Skipper (New Director)

Secretary: - Lyn Skipper (New Director)
Treasurer: - Rhonda Gibson (re-elected unopposed) 
Directors: - Sharyn Andrews (re-elected unopposed) 

Ziggy Werner - (re-elected unopposed) 
Peter Gollan - (New Director)

Cheers, John Mead, President, Phone; 0417 007 456. 

Black Head 
Longboarders  
2019 Winners
2019 Division Winners & Runners Up – 
Congratulations to All. 

Black Head Longboarders meet on the 3rd Sunday of each month – 7 am at 
the Diamond Beach Car Park – for more details visit  

the Black Head Longboarders Facebook page.

Hallidays Point 
Netball Club
Hallidays Point Netball Club (HPNC) would like to 
welcome all returning players and new players to the 2020 netball season. 
Games commence on 21st March and are played at Boronia Park netball 
courts in Forster on Saturday’s. There is also a twilight netball competition 
played every Tuesday evening too. 
Netball continues to be Australia’s most popular team sport for females, 
particularly for girls into adulthood. It has evolved and is played in various 
forms such as Mixed netball, Indoor netball, Fast5 netball and even Walking 
netball, to cater for players of all abilities. Australia also has a paid national 
netball competition called the Suncorp Super Netball (SSN).
Sam Pullman (SSN Giants Netball player) who is originally a Hunter region girl, 
recently organised a Fundraiser for our bushfires where U11’s Development 
Squad teams, coaches and umpires attended a skills morning with round 
robin games in the afternoon. Some of our aspiring Hallidays Point players 
attended and played as part of the Great Lakes Netball Association teams on 
the day.

In conjunction with Netball Australia, Sam Pullman was able to give away 
38 tickets to the SSN All Stars v Diamonds game in Sydney to the netball 
community from both Great Lakes and Manning Valley Netball Associations 
in recognition of the extreme bushfire conditions we all experienced in the 
area. The SSN All Stars v Diamonds game was Netball Australia’s major 
fundraiser for their Bushfire Relief project. 
There are many opportunities for our HPNC players to try out for our Great 
Lakes Representative Netball teams from U11’s to master’s Competitions, 
and Indigenous Netball Competitions. At times, there are also visiting SSN 
players and coaches that run netball clinics in our region. Please look to our 
Facebook and website for netball announcements and information.

Tank’s Corner
Hi to all my “furever” friends and to your human pets. 
Now that Christmas and the bushfires are gone (maybe), 
we are now getting flooded! The positives are that our water 
restrictions have been loosened and the noisy birds are 
back. The kookaburras are laughing, and the Kangaroos are 
feasting on the nice, new and juicy grass. The downside is all 
the damage done to properties and the Wildlife is yet to be resolved. 
We are all thankful to the work done by our “firies” and the wildlife carers. 
With the wet and humid weather now upon us, the mosquitos are plentiful, so 
your humans need to keep up or be current with your Heartworm prevention.
Diamond Beach Veterinary Clinic now has its own website 
diamondbeachveterinaryclinic@gmail.com and we welcome feedback on its 
contents. 
The clinic will be operating reduced hours from 28th February and resume 
normal hours from 16th March. The clinic will be open on Mondays, Tuesdays 
and Fridays from 8.30am to 12.30pm during this period. All emergencies 
during our closed times can contact Taree Veterinary Hospital on 6552 2633, 
as they have kindly consented to look after our emergencies during this 
period. 
I am now just over 10 years old  and feeling it, but still have the puppy in me 
thanks to diet control and some lovely pills Dad slips into my food when he 
thinks I am not looking. Life for us older dogs and cats can be a lot more 
comfortable if our owners are willing to consult your Vet and have you 
examined, and treatment started. Just think how simple life and the world 
around us would be if DOGS RULE! (maybe with a little help from Cats).

.Lots of licks TANK.

2019 Season 
Finalists 
“A Stones 
Throw” 

U10’s Team

2019 Season 
Finalists 
“itravel 
Forster” 

Junior A Team
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Knight Time
Time Moves On
A bit Selfish I know, but I had a ‘one 
off ’ surprise  Christmas and New Year.
I went to my younger son’s Sydney 
home, and not having seen some of 
them for some years, found assembled 
a family gathering of my two sons, the elder came from 
Edinburgh Scotland,  their lovely wives, and five of my six 
grandchildren, my daughter, her husband, and their son 
and daughter having travelled from their home in France. 
The icing on all this was the presence of another grandson 
with his wife, and my two GREAT grandchildren, Atlas 
and Freya. All of these added up inclusively to four 
generations… I think!! ……. What a surprise family feast 
that was.

Now 2020 is ahead of us all. With newly cleared minds, we 
face big questions and their solutions following the fires 
and drought, and we certainly have a renewed deep respect 
for the RFS and Emergency Rescue teams. We share 
too in the grief and hurt of our friends and neighbours. 
Evacuated myself in the first burst, I was tremendously 
impressed by how quickly Disaster Rescue had been set up 
to be working so efficiently in The Tuncurry Bowling Club 
where I was taken for refuge.
Now, for the rest of it, a new British Government and  
Prime Minister, with Brexit done, President Trump facing 
the US half Term election and the Royal Family carousel 
spinning fast as ever. All this should be enough to jazz up 
the daily news for a considerable time to come this year.
While in the city I had my first ride on the new trams to 
and from Circular Quay. I was really impressed with their 
smoothness.
I find it difficult, when I visit Sydney not to  pay a visit 
to my favourite bookshop on George Street. My prize 
purchase this time was a book  with a title ‘The Day 
It Finally Happens'. This has a variety of chapters on 
impossible phenomena, among them:
• The Day the Last Human Driven Car Rolls Off the Lot
• The Day a Real Jurassic Park Opens
• The Day a Baby is Born on the Moon
• The Day Humans Get a Confirmed Signal from 

Intelligent Extra-terrestrials.
There! I hope those  might entangle your imagination.
To that, I smilingly add a chapter of my own:
• The Day a free driverless bus or two runs continually 

around this whole area of Diamond Beach, Seascape, 
Red Head, Black Head ,Tallwoods etc. ….!

We  are a fairly unique community and it sometimes seems 
to me that, at the Council called meetings held periodically 
in the SLSC, there is a divergence which seems difficult 
to consolidate. Are we, I ask, falling short of presenting 
Hallidays Point strongly enough to Council ?

Recently, I was sitting with another old man, a friend of 
mine, looking out of the club window when a pretty girl 
walked by followed by a young bloke in pursuit. “ Did you 
see that”, I said. “Remember when you and I used to chase 
pretty girls?” “Yes” He said, “of course I remember how we 
used to chase them, but I can’t remember why!”

Best Wishes, TONY

CATHY BROWN
Remedial Massage

Therapist

Do you suffer from any of the following?
• Headaches • Shoulder & neck pain
• Stress & tension • Muscle injuries

• Planter Fasciitis • Sciatica • Back pain  

If so, then you will benefit from 
Remedial Massage leading to:

• Reduced pain 
• Decreased muscle tension 

• Increased flexibility

1 hour massage $65
Oncology massage $55

Wed & Thur 9am - 5pm / Sat 9am - 1pm
Health fund rebates available

Appointments Ph: 0415 061 958
Tallwoods

Scooter 

Electrical
& Property Maintenance

David Castle
Electrical Contractor License: 206137C

•

•

•

 Commercial 

 Industrial 

 Residential
ABN: 71060241783

PH: 0420 390 662
scooterelec77@outlook.com
PO Box 5171 Hallidays Point 2430

R to L 
Me, my elder Son,  

his son  
and my  

great grandson  
Atlas

Have your say before feedback closes on 
Thursday 9 April 2020
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TELL YOUR FRIENDS  
AROUND THE WORLD

View the Hallidays Point  
News of Our World on line at: 
www.hallidayspointnews.org

There’s Plenty to do in Hallidays Point
Why Not Get Involved?

Hallidays Point Lions Club
Lions are an active part of this community

and are responsible for providing
many facilities & services in our area:

• Lions Park
• Mens Shed
• Op Shop

• News of Our World
• Australia Day Breakfast
• Anzac Day Support

• Plus much more

We Serve
Secretary:
Ray Piper

0438 396 049
www.hallidayspointlions.org.au 

6559 2923

Your Local Club
Supporting 

Bowls & Sports
in Our Community

Join us and enjoy our many 
activities and social events

Available for Functions and Events

Meet at Black Head SLSC every Wed & Thurs
10am - 4pm, bring your own lunch.

Learners & Quilters Welcome. Cost $5

Black Head Beach

Quilters
Cherylee Dee: 0412 516 451

Hallidays Point Probus
Interested in Joining?

Our club meets every first Tuesdayof the month (except January)
at Black Head SLSC - 9.40 for 10am start.

For more information contact Ian Campbell on 0417 928 791
e:  

or Norm Maberly-Smith on 0490 858 581 
e:  

cutloose08@hotmail.com

amaberlysmith@active8.net.au

For membership enquiries, 
please contact Mark Hillyer on

6559 3453 or  hillyer.5@bigpond.com

Black Head Surf Life Saving Club Hallidays Point 
Play Group
Pre-School activities 

& get together
Tuesdays, 9.30 - 11.30am
at the Community Church

Jessica Watt
0408 144 269

is a Lions Club Project for Blokes 
to do a bit of woodwork, carpentry, etc. 
and chat with other like minded blokes. 

Hallidays Point Men’s Shed 

We meet each Wednesday from 9am in the shed 
behind the Community Church on Diamond Beach Rd.

BYO lunch. Cost $2. Contact Jack McDonald 
on 6554 3368, 0411 481 892, 

email  or just drop in to check us out.gretamcd@tpg.com.au

Hallidays Point Sports Club
We provide a safe and healthy
environment to play soccer and cricket

hpsc.soccer@gmail.com

Contact Sandy Williams
0438 323 362

Hallidays Point Community Church
Sunday 

Service 9.00am
Contact 

Helen Bush
0419 734 934

Craft Group: Carol Wing 6559 2886
Over 55's Luncheons: Marion Blackley 6559 2738

Church ‘Mingles’: Carol Wing 6559 2886
Church Kids Club: Rhonda Gibson 6559 3357

TOFS
The “Touring Old Farts” is an organisation for retired or semi-retired men

We hold monthly outings to places of interest
We welcome visitors 

on outings, and hope to see 
more residents joining us

Contact: Don Sheffield 0408 672 242
or John Mead 0417 007 456

Manning Great Lakes

Riding for the Disabled
Riding Mon, Wed, Thur 9.00am - 4.00pm

2nd & 4th Sat, 9.00am - 4.00pm
Contact: Michelle Worth 6553 6467 or 0428 290 456

e: manning@rdansw.org.au
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