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Anzac Day Dawn Service

A larger than expected crowd of approximately 400 people gathered for
the inaugural Anzac Day Sunrise Service at Black Head Ocean Pool.
The local people assembled at the flagpole and faced due east towards
the rising sun. The service had been coordinated by an Anzac
Committee which consisted of representatives from the many local
clubs and community organisations including:
The welcome and introduction took place right on 6:20am as scheduled
Hallidays Point Lions Club
Black Head SLSC
Diamond Beach RFS
Hallidays Point Public School

The Hallidays Point News of Our World records its thanks to the
Anzac Day Committee, David O’Hara, Peter Hester, Brent Crowhurst,
Alan Young, Peter Jackson, Mike Bartlett, Alan Tickle and Peter Stuart,
those who gave voice to the idea of the poolside service and to those
responsible for its organisation and execution. Last, but not least, it
thanks the people who attended wearing their medals and to all those
locals who rose early from their warm beds to give such amazing
support to this first-of-its-kind local event.

Black Head Pool Dad’s Army
Hallidays Point Probus Club
Hallidays Point Landcare
Hallidays Point Tavern

and just as the sun exploded out of the mauve cloudline on the distant
horizon. That sun rose slowly and golden over the silent assembly and
over the backdrop of the magnificent seascape and pool at Black Head.
Peter Hester welcomed all to the service. The two captains of Hallidays
Point Public School, Ned Bush and Emily Cougle, opened the service
with prayers.
Brent Crowhurst delivered the commemorative address which dwelt,
not on the celebration of war, but on the service and sacrifice of the men
and women of the defence forces. In his address Brent also reminded
the crowd of the horrifying statistics of dead and wounded Australians
in all conflicts in which Australia has been involved.
The Ode was read by Peter Stuart. Floral tributes were laid at the foot of
the flagpole by representatives from the local clubs and organisations
and by Hannah Wilson and Charlie Parkinson, vice-captains of
Hallidays Point Public School. Alan Tickle played The Last Post and
Reveille.
The service was simple, moving and memorable and took place on
a stunning morning in a stunning setting. Following the National
Anthem the community moved up into the surf club for a Lions Club
BBQ breakfast with tea and coffee and some were seen to sample a tot
of rum as a heart starter for the Anzac Day to follow.
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My
Friend
Wendy
By Marion
Blackley

What to say about my
friend, well she was about
the friendliest friend I
have ever had. No matter
where you went, in about
two seconds flat she was
chatting to someone.
She knew everyone and
everyone knew her and
she cared about them
Wendy Coleman
as if she had known
3rd
May
‘36 - 30th March ‘17
them forever. She was
interested in them and
took care to remember their names and where they fitted into her
sphere, she would say to me “you know so and so” and I would say
“no I don’t think so” and then she would say “yes you do” so I would
say oh yes but I didn’t. What annoyed her most was that she couldn’t
remember their surnames; I couldn’t remember their first names!
This is supposed to be about the funny things we shared, well there
are so many, we had holidays together. Wendy would phone and say,
“someone rang me they have this terrific deal” and it didn’t really
matter where it was to but she liked the Sunshine Coast a lot because
they had Sizzlers and we were great fans of Sizzlers. She also loved
Probus trips and outings, plus lunches out anywhere.
We went to Tassie on a $49 each way flight and got lost (well misplaced)
quite a few times, but before that our big trip was to Canada with
Elaine and Tony where many amusing things happened, starting with
Elaine falling asleep in the bath. Then we went on a bus ride to a park
but the bus didn’t stop there so we ended up at a ferry terminal, so we
thought what the heck we’ll go on the ferry and it was wonderful. In
Washington, she went back to the hotel and got lost. Then when I was
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coming back I also got lost. Froggy Bottom was the name
of the suburb where we were staying and there she was in
the bar having a drink. When we decided to go upstairs, I
hopped into the lift and she had to catch the next lift and
ended up on the wrong floor. I received a call 20 mins later
asking, “where are you?” in a frantic voice. She had gone to
the wrong floor which we sorted out.
The next morning as we were leaving there was a funny noise
– what’s that we said to each other, and putting our heads
out the door could see nothing was happening so we just
got ready and went down stairs in the lift out the front to
be confronted by fire brigade trucks and the police as the
basement of the hotel was on fire but the alarm noise wasn’t
like we have in Australia – that was our excuse anyway!
I know there were many crazy things we did together but my
mind doesn’t want to go there just now. All I can think of
are the loving things Wendy did and I know everyone only
says good things about departed friends but she was a good
good friend and did wonderful things for me. She found me
somewhere to live when it looked as if I would have to move
away. She supported me and so many others by just being
there. She was a loving mum to Mark and Suzie and grandma
to Lillie.
The kids from both Scripture and Kid’s Klub would always want a hug
and she remembered all their names, I only knew the naughty ones
mostly.
Now to the story of the scarf. Wendy came to craft every fortnight and
brought her knitting – “what is it going to be?”, everyone would ask her
time after time and she would say “a scarf ”. It was like a coat of many
colours. When she ran out of one colour she would use any other that
was in the store room, then as it grew we would enquire “how long is
it going to be?” “I don’t know, but when I die I want it to be draped on
my coffin”. Mark rang me and said we have a request for scarf and a
hat to put on the altar - that’s what she said she wanted. I laughed and
told him the story and he said, “We sent it to the Sallies or someone”,
she would be most disappointed. It was a joke amongst us all at craft.
We will miss you Wendy. I have been missing you for over a year –
there was no one to wash my hair for me when I broke my wrist, there
was no one to listen when I wanted to whinge but most of all no one to
boost us all when we needed it. We loved you Wendy, our friend.
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Hallidays Point Combined
Probus Club Inc.

On 30th March Wendy Coleman, one of our Foundation members, and a very
dear friend to us all, passed away. How much she was loved became apparent
at her funeral service on 7th April at “her” church on Diamond Beach Road,
where a large crowd had gathered to pay respect to the most wonderful and generous woman
one could have the privilege of coming across in one’s life. We miss her.
At our April meeting we welcomed two new members:
Helen Gaudion and John O’Donnell.
We also welcomed two very interesting speakers. Before
Morning Tea our 10-minute speaker, Henning Sonne,
had brought with him three of the model ships he had
built: a 3-mast coastal schooner in a bottle (I now know
how it’s done!), British clipper the “Cutty Sark”, and, pièce
de résistance, the “Yylland”, the largest wooden warship
that is both a screw-propelled steam frigate and a sail
ship. The real ship took 3 years to build (starting in 1854),
and I wouldn’t be surprised if it had taken Henning just
as long to build this model. The attention to detail and
the craftmanship were nothing short of amazing.

After Morning Tea our guest speaker,
veterinary nurse Samantha Blake, talked about
Animals Asia Moon Bear Rescue. Samantha
has been volunteering since 2008 with Animals
Asia in Chengdu, China. Across China,
Vietnam and Cambodia more than 11.000
Asiatic black bears, known as Moon Bears,
are farmed for their bile, used in traditional
medicine, in circumstances that are cruel
beyond belief. Animals Asia has so far rescued
500 bears and brought them to their sanctuary
in Chengdu. Negotiations with governments
have resulted in a promise to phase out bile
farming completely, and no new farm licences
have been issued.
Samantha illustrated her talk with slides, and
some were confronting, but there were also
some very uplifting photos of happy and playful bears enjoying their new life in the sanctuary.
Obviously, and luckily, bears don’t bear a grudge, and don’t have the memory of an elephant. Her
talk was most impressive, it was good to listen to a young woman, who spends years of her life
to actually do something about an unspeakably cruel practice.
Next month we’ll have a very uplifting subject, literally: the Westpac Rescue Helicopter men are
visiting us, and they might just land their helicopter on the beach!!
Anna Hamers, IPP
If you’re interested in joining, please contact our Secretary John Clucas, email jokay49@gmail.
com or ‘phone 0417 0365 50. Our club meets every 1st Tuesday of the month (except in January)
at the Surf Club at 10 am.
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Hallidays Point
Garden Club

Artificial Intelligence The New Electricity
by Tony Knight

The world woke up to electricity as a means of lighting for the streets and
buildings of its cities in about 1870. We now know how our lives are affected by
any interruption and by its progression into driving the development of today’s
technology exponentially.
Science acknowledges that we are at the dawning of something new which
they suggest is the new electricity.
It is ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE. (AI), the effect of which we have come to
learn about through the publicity given to the appearance of driverless cars.
It will tremendously affect our lives over the next 30 years as it comes into
ever growing use and control of transport, wholesale and retail supply, medical
care, finance and you name it.
If this whets your interest, try Googling IBM’s supercomputer WATSON or
have a look at the game JEOPARDY and see what is happening. The physicist
Sam Harris has a good TED talk worth listening to and there are others.
Super computers are collating millions if not billions of medical data worldwide
and already, in a matter of minutes can answer questions previously thought
insoluble in the available time.
A supercomputer at the University of Tokyo correctly diagnosed a 60-year-old
woman’s rare form of leukaemia — a medical mystery that doctors had missed
for months.
The supercomputer sifted through 20 million cancer research papers, and
came up with the proper diagnosis and suggested effective treatment within
10 minutes,
Artificial intelligence is already behind the transport card systems Oyster, Go
and Opal used in London Brisbane and Sydney, to name a few.
The world’s best minds like world chess and GO champions have been
consistently beaten by supercomputers.
IBM’s Watson is still putting human intelligence to shame.
But let’s not forget that this technology will also create profound challenges,
affecting jobs and incomes and other issues that we should begin addressing
now, to ensure that the benefits of AI are broadly shared.
With MidCoast Council’s operational plan for 2017-18 now (April) on public
exhibition shouldn’t we all be thinking along this track perhaps?
P.S: I would happily arrange an afternoon selected showing of really interesting
talks on the subject of AI if a room could be found with wi-fi access. Anyone
interested please email me with contact details.
Tony Knight (molikin@gmail.com)

The Club’s March meeting was hosted by Lyn
and Graham Saunders at their Diamond beach
property. 35 people signed the Attendance Book which was a good turnout
considering the morning’s early rain. In the months since the last Garden Club
meeting held here, this garden seems to have thrived. The general growth and
maturing process that has taken place reflects a great deal of hard work and
dedication. The garden is full of colour and interest, no matter in what direction
one looks. The plantings are interesting and the whole garden is laid out with
flair and creativity. Heavy rain threatened throughout the morning but held off
long enough for members, visitors and friends to have a walk all through the
top garden as well as down to the creek and over to the other side, an area which
shows enormous development since the last meeting.
A magnificent fig tree – in its own bird-proof house
– was heavy with fruit as were all the fruit trees in
Graham’s orchard. An impressive pawpaw supported
lots of healthy fruit. Graham also showed 2 Italian
heritage zucchinis from their large vegetable garden,
both about a metre long. One was green, fresh off the
vine; the other yellow as it had been baked in the sun
for some time. These were snapped up by members
for consumption. Bromeliads flourished beneath all
the trees along with orchids and agaves. Lyn’s pottery pigs, lambs and ducklings
trotted, frolicked and gambolled throughout the gardens.
Bill Lyndon addressed the meeting on the upcoming Open Gardens festival
on May 6th and 7th. This year there will be 8 gardens open to the public with
all proceeds once again going to the local branch of ‘Riding for The Disabled’.
Everyone, keep your eyes and ears open for further information. Also, please
keep your fingers crossed for some sunny weather that
weekend. In last month’s Newsletter, I wrote of the
unrelenting heat. As this report goes to print, unrelenting
rain is pelting down outside.
The guest speaker for the day was Megan from Lumpy’s
Landscaping and Nursery. Megan spoke of her own
history in the horticultural industry as well as the history
of Lumpy’s business and the preparation and work
involved in moving the business across to the other side of Chapman’s Road.
She brought along a variety of Leptospermum plants for members. Thank you,
Megan, for an interesting and entertaining delivery.
Topsy Marshall won the Lucky Door Prize for the day.
Carmel Bartlett

Work
Sat 29th
APRIL
10-3pm

Cost: $60

(Concession $30)

REPAIR
a CHAIR
Sat 13th
MAY
10-3pm

Cost: $60

(Concession $30)

Knitting
T-Shirts

with

Eco
printing

shops
Sat 27th
MAY
10-3pm

Cost: $60

(Concession $30)

The Green, Tip Road, Tuncurry

CLICK HERE To register
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Our Natural World
with Geraldine
The High Diver of the Ocean

What is the answer to the question “what does an Olympic
10m platform diver have in common with an Australasian
Gannet”?
The answer is, they both spear themselves into the water from
a great height.
I love standing on the Black Head cliff top watching the
Gannets feeding in the ocean out behind the surf break. They
are the big guys further out, not the smaller birds, the terns who fish in the waves closer to shore.
The sleek yellow-throated sea birds with blue-rimmed eyes repeatedly dive 15 metres to hit the
water in less than a second, reaching about 20m below the surface in pursuit of prey. Footage of
underwater collisions reveal the risks the birds take, particularly when they try to pinch a fish
from the beak of another gannet.
Whilst ungainly on land, gannets are graceful in flight and spectacular when diving into the
sea to catch fish. Small flocks are sometimes seen soaring above the ocean, and an individual
bird will suddenly fold its wings back and dive spectacularly into the water. The birds regularly
follow trawlers for debris. On one occasion, we had a call from FAWNA to pick up a Gannet
that was being buffeted in the shore break at Diamond Beach. It was a stunningly beautiful bird,
unfortunately it did not survive. As you can see from the photo they are not a small bird
The Australasian Gannet is strictly marine and it can be seen flying over
the continental shelf or coastal waters. It breeds on open offshore islets
between October and May. It nests on the ground, usually in small but
dense colonies. The nest is made with grass and seaweeds, forming a rough
mound. Nest materials are held together by droppings. The Australasian
Gannet gives loud, raucous calls at colonies and when feeding in groups at
sea. Male and female utter the same type of sounds.
The female lays a single egg, rarely two and both parents incubate the egg
for 44 days. The chick when it hatches has whitish skin covered with white
down. It is fed by both adults and fledges about 100 days after hatching. These birds always are
beautiful but they can become aggressive against neighbours at colonies when defending the
nest-site.
The Australasian Gannet remains in the vicinity of the colony after the nesting period. The young
disperse and may cover more than 2500 km in a week. Large numbers follow east Australian
coastline northwards. Next time you head down to the cliff top take your binoculars and see if
you can spot some Gannets.

Art In The Area

Ron & Helen Hindmarsh - ‘The
Two Of Us’

It was with some pleasure I looked forward
to chatting to Ron about his and his wife
Helen’s exhibition at the library because he’s
been a great help to me in my artistic journey.
His constructive criticism of several of my
paintings was easy to accept and the result was
a much-improved artwork.
‘No Mercy’ by Ron
Ron tells me as a preschool child, he showed
interest in drawing and playing with plasticine. “When I was 6 my family bought me rubber
moulds to cast human figures with Plaster of Paris, and when these were dry I’d paint them with
my watercolour paints as Scottish Band leaders and other colourful figures”. At the same time,
Helen’s mother was drawing different subjects for her to copy so their early artistic ‘training’ was
very similar.
When Ron was 8 he was awarded the top prize for drawing in his school, Chester Hill Primary.
Then at Liverpool High where only girls were allowed to do art, his art took the form of drawing
his designs in the wood and metal work classes.
Ron continued, “I left school in 1958 and was offered work in three advertising agencies, but
took a job as a junior salesperson because it offered much more money, 6 pounds ($12) per
week! In my travels as a salesman I would draw old buildings, homes, sheds etc. anything that
would record the history of homes and working environments. My parents would ask about the
areas I travelled to and I could show them my drawings.
I stayed in selling and sales management until 1980, when an opportunity presented itself for
me to do my art full time. I grabbed it with both hands and haven’t stopped running”.
The opportunity to do art full time meant Ron was offered an exhibition at the Leura Galleries
in March 1981. Of his 35 paintings and drawings he sold 30 and received 7 commissions, a very
auspicious start to his career as an artist and tutor.

Page 7

May 2017
Now living in the Manning District, Ron was asked by several people who
recognised his talents to teach them to paint. This was the push to expand
his expertise in drawing and painting in most mediums so he couldn’t be ‘put
in a box’ for only doing one style of subject and or medium. Helen was also
expanding her art teaching; “I became a Folk-Art tutor with Adult Education
in 1992 and then I went on to develop my own style which you can see at the
library”.
Ron was also appointed to teach drawing with Adult Education. This continued
with two classes per week for 12 years, teaching in Taree and Forster and he
was also the art teacher at Taree TAFE for 8 years till the art and several other
courses were closed.
Ron was asked by his students to continue teaching in a private capacity which
he did for several years, 12 with Camp Creative at Bellingen, and 3 with USQ
in Toowoomba.
During this time both
Helen and Ron painted
on household products
which they sold at the
local markets. “This
expanded to a fulltime business where
we were supplying 27
retail outlets as well
for over four years”,
explained
Helen,
“but it was too hectic,
so we stopped and
concentrated on our
students”.
Ron summed up: “As
‘Happy Hour’ by Helen
a retired tutor, I now
paint subjects that represent our country, culture, and are pleasing to the eye. I
also teach Year 6 students the principles of drawing in 3 local primary schools.
This I do several times a term and at end of the year we have a competition in
each school and award books to the winners.”
In addition, they both create artworks for local charities and organisations
which has raised many thousands of
dollars. Their open garden, adorned
with Helen’s sculptures also raises
funds for their local Rotary Club.
And you can see Ron and Helen’s
work at the Hallidays Point Library
during May.
Story by Fred Bullen

The
Monthly
Book
Review

Noah Hawley

I bought my Kindle on May
2013 and my online book
library now totals 381-that’s
9 books a month. Obviously,
I love to read (mostly fiction)
and I make the time every day
to indulge myself in a different life – in a book.
I like to become part of the story, respond to the characters and their choices
so it always pleases me when a find an author I really enjoy- a great story line,
fascinating characters and a good moral for our times. I initially chose to read
Noah Hawley because he is the screenwriter and producer of Fargo the TV
series. He has quite a list of achievements in film, TV and literature. Now I
can’t get enough.
I’ve read four Noah Hawley
books recently whilst on
holidays, The Punch, Before
the Fall, A Conspiracy of Tall
Men and The Good Father.
Obviously, all of the books look
at different angles of life and
relationships but his characters
are alive, his women treated
with respect and the storylines
are interesting and not too hard
to follow and remember.
It’s impossible to recommend
one book more than another
but I suggest you start with
whatever work you can get your
hands on. I’m looking for Other
Peoples Weddings, the only
book of his I haven’t read.
Alana
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Hallidays Point
Branch

Successful Origami Workshop

Lots of fun was had by those who attended the Origami Workshop
on 7 April. Edwin showed great patience and clear directions as
he inspired the 8 participants to master the paper-folding skills
required to create beautiful works of art!

Art Exhibition in the Gallery
Well known Taree artists, Ron and Helen Hindmarsh will be
exhibiting some of their artwork during May. Ron and Helen
have won many art prizes using a variety of media, including
watercolour, oils, pen/wash and pastels. The exhibition is open
from 1 May until 26 May.

National Simultaneous
Storytime

Holding Pen by Ron Hindmarsh

To promote Australian children’s
authors, every year at the same time
on the same day all across Australia,
the same story is read. Bring your
little children along at 10.45am
on Wed 24 May to hear the story
“The Cow Tripped Over the Moon”,
written by Tony Wilson. Lots of fun
with stories, games and craft (and
probably a bit of extra noise). Suitable
for 3-5 year old’s.

Kids in the Library
We invite little ones to our regular Storytime for
2-5 yr olds every Friday morning at 10.30am, and
Wriggle, Giggle, Read for the 0-2 yr olds on the 1st
and 3rd Wednesday of the month, also at 10.30am.
Bring your children or grandchildren along for a
fun time. No bookings required.

Premier’s Reading Challenge
Is your child participating in the Premier’s
Reading Challenge? Our library has the Challenge
books marked for easy identification. Borrow
some quality books and encourage your child with
reading!

School Holiday Activities
Once again, the holiday activities were very well attended.
The gleeful call of “Bingo” resounded through the library.
Beautiful Easter baskets were created and treasure discovered
in unexpected places. The movie Trolls was enjoyed by all who
watched it.
We look forward to more fun activities next holidays.
See you soon in the Library!!
Library Hours: Mon. – Fri.10am – 5pm, Sat. 10am – 12 noon
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Fishing News
with Trevor

What atrocious fishing weather we’ve experienced,
with strong winds, driving rain and huge seas
making a recipe for no fish. All the beaches have
been inundated with kelp and ribbon weed often
up to 50m wide and un-fishable. Thankfully, there
was less evidence of garbage in the form of plastics, cans and bottles than is
usually seen. Maybe, just maybe, the general public is coming to realise the
long term damage it can cause our marine life.
The unusually excessive rain pushed a lot of dirty water out of the estuaries
resulting in some top catches of bream in the mouth of the rivers and on
nearby beaches, some bream nearly 50cm. in length. Flathead were also
plentiful with one boated (and released) measuring 110cm. Large whiting
were bagged using pipis plus worms on beaches near the mouth of the rivers,
with many anglers reporting being smashed up by large predators – probably
mulloway or shark.
There is an abundance of baitfish about as evidenced
by the number of shearwaters, terns, the rare little
terns and the larger gannets diving into the waves.
Quite a few tailor, most only of “chopper“ size, have
been landed using mainly pilchards for bait. Some of
the bigger boys, bonito, mack tuna, kingfish have been
caught in close waters and a smattering of the much
bigger ones are appearing out wide – cobia, dolphin
fish, large tuna, and black marlin similar to the one
illustrated, caught from John Ritchie’s (our citizen of
the year 2017) boat some 12 nautical miles east of
Black Head on a hand line several years ago. Another newcomer to our waters
is the spotted mackerel, usually found in waters north of Hat Head, but a
great fighter and is a first class table fish if treated the correct way. Another
indication that our waters are warming as some good catches were made
between Crowdy and Forster.
Two perfect eating sized mulloway around 7kg. each were recently caught by
Damien Basille off Diamond Beach using beach worms. He and crew man
Cameron Crisp berleyed up some nice snapper to 1 1/2kg. plus plenty of
flathead on the drift, offshore.
The annual mullet run will soon be here and with it the usual species that
accompany them, bream, tailor and blackfish. Often a fishing bonanza.
TIP. Following heavy rain and the resulting dirty water, the humble garden
worm is great bait for bream – and cheap.
Good Fishing. Trevor

Diamond Beach
Rural Fire
Brigade
News Regarding Permits

Now that the fire season is over, Permits are no longer required, BUT
remember if you live in a residential area you are not permitted to burn at
any time.
If you live in a rural or rural residential property you are permitted to do a
burn providing you notify your adjoining neighbours including across the
road, creek or river, at least 24 hours prior to lighting any fires in the open at
all times of the year.
At least 24 hours prior to lighting up you must also notify the Fire Control
Centre at:
28 Muldoon Street, Taree Phone 02 6591 2900
Hours 9.00am to 4.30pm. 7 days
and
the Captain, Diamond Beach R.F.S.
Eddy Merzlikoff: 0411 656 385
or the Captain at Rainbow Flat,
Rob Derbyshire: 02 6553 6036.
A few members of Diamond Beach
R.F.S. Were deployed to Lismore to
help the residents after the devastation
of the flood, removing everything
from their homes out to the street to
be taken to the tip. In some cases, the
water had been 10 feet high around
the homes so nothing could be saved.
Floors, roads, car parks, grandstands
were all covered in mud and had to be
cleaned and washed down. As you can
see in a few of the photos.
Leo Fransen, Phone 0428 222 065
Diamond Beach Brigade,
Community Engagement Officer.

Page 10

May 2017

Lions Club News

Lions Pop Up Shop Success Story

Opened in December 2015 as a short-term fund raising project the
Lions Club Pop Up Shop has now almost become an institution in our
village with many local residents and visitors singing its praises as a fun
and interesting place to spend some time browsing through all the bric
‘a brac and second hand items for sale, from books and cd’s to unwanted
clothing, crockery, glassware and much more. The shop normally opens
three days a week from 8.30am to 1.00pm and on Sundays on the first Sunday of the month.
During holiday periods the shop stays open on most other days.

The stock in the shop is drawn entirely from generous donations from our local community
and the quality of many items on sale are in almost new condition. All items of clothing sold are
washed and refreshed before being put on sale. The shop is staffed by volunteers, most of these
being our local Lions members. Seen here with Easter baskets are Lions Glenice Honeysett and
Helen Bauert.
The shop has proven to be a great success and has raised a considerable amount of money to
support many of the worthy Lions causes and projects. Lions wants to thank the local community
for their support over the last year or so and should you require any further information just
pop into the shop and talk to one of our local Lions on duty.

Comfort Quilts/Rugs

Made For Children Who Are Victims of
or Have Witnessed Crime.

Comfort Quilts and Rugs is a successful Hallidays Point
Lions initiative that has now been running for 6 months.
The project now has many local groups participating
including Knitters, Crocheters, Quilters, Embroiderers and
Craft Groups all of whom have enthusiastically embraced
the project. The Lions Club occasionally fund the cost of
materials to the various groups but most have donated their
materials to make these quilts/rugs for what they consider
a worthy cause.
Quilts/Rugs are donated to Manning Great Lakes Area
command, from where they are distributed to children
for comfort and reassurance when they have endured trauma due to being directly affected by
crime and or domestic violence.
To date the Lions Club have now
distributed 42 with another 40 ready
to be presented to the Area Command,
these rugs and quilts have been gratefully
received by Manning Great Lakes Area
command.
President of Lions Club Deb Schmitzer
and co-ordinator of the project Maureen
Timmins would like to thank all the
wonderful women in our community
who have and continue to participate in
this worthy project. This is an ongoing
project which will continue into the
future as long as there is a need for them.
If you wish to assist with the project or
require any further information please contact the project co-ordinator: Maureen Timmins Tel:
0447 920 631 or email: romatimmins@bigpond.com

Page 11

May 2017

Local Postie Bike Riders

Raise Significant Funds In Ride Against Kids Cancer.

The Lions Club of Hallidays Point are pleased to announce that their Ride
Against Kids Cancer event held at the Manning Valley Kart Club track at the
Wingham Sporting complex on Saturday 8th April was a huge success.
A total of 28 sponsored riders in 8 teams rode Postie bikes in rotation for
ten hours non-stop from 10.00am to 8.00pm. In expressing her thanks to
everyone involved Deb Schmitzer the President of Hallidays Point Lions said.
‘The excellent team effort from both the Lions Club organising committee,
the many volunteers and generous sponsors who supported the riders and
the event resulted in a significant fund raiser for Childhood Cancer Research
Foundation. We have raised more than $20,000 with more to follow from
sponsored raffles, all of which will be donated to The Garvan Institute of
Medical Research Children’s genome project.’
Hallidays Point Lions would further like to acknowledge the assistance of
the district zone Lions Clubs for their assistance with the event and most of
all the amazing riders who raised these significant funds through their own
sponsorship efforts.
Chris Holland, Publicity Officer, Lions Club of Hallidays Point

TELL YOUR FRIENDS AROUND THE WORLD
View the Hallidays Point News of Our World on line at:

www.hallidayspointnews.org

ADVERTISEMENT

Dr David GILLESPIE MP
Authorised by Dr David Gillespie, 144 Victoria Street, Taree NSW 2450.

Federal Member for Lyne

Boosting job opportunities for young people and small business
The jobactive PaTH program (Prepare – Trial – Hire) will assist young people to become
work ready as well as enable employers to trial prospective workers in their workplace
before hiring them.
jobactive PaTH will:
• Prepare young people through industry focused training to develop their basic work
skills in the workplace, at no cost to the employer.
• Trial them, with $1000 available to businesses that help young people gain experience
through a 4-12 week internship. The internships are voluntary, so either party can
withdraw if it does not work out. Participants also receive a $200 fortnightly incentive
payment funded by Government on top of their income support.
• Hire the young person, with an additional payment of up to $10 000 to employers,
contributing to the ongoing training and development of their new employee.

144 Victoria Street, Taree NSW 2450
davidgillespie.com.au

6583 2077

david.gillespie.mp@aph.gov.au

DavidGillespie MP
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Michael’s Computing
Trouble Shooting

The NBN (National Broadband Network) is
finally available in the Black Head area!
•
•
•

Are you ready to use the internet at warp speeds?
Stream videos and podcasts?
Teleport yourself to and from work?

Well the future is here. All that and more is now available. What’s that? Our new NBN isn’t fast
enough to teleport? So, the future isn’t quite up to warp speed yet? Oh bother! I thought the
internet was going to be much better now.
You should in fact get a fairly significant boost in your internet speed with the NBN, but it won’t
be what it might have been if the NBN had been Fibre to the Home instead of Fibre to the Node.
In a list of world average internet speeds, South Korea topped the list at 26.1Mbps. 50th on the
list had a speed of 10.2Mbps, whereas, Australia was way down with an average speed of only
4.7Mbps. Still, it is what it is.

Should you change over?
• Now or in a while?
• Who should you sign up with?
• Some things you might like to consider:
• Are you happy with your current provider service?
• Are you currently in a contract with your provider?
• Could you lose your present email address without any problems?
• Does your current provider offer deals that are good value?
Do some homework before signing up with anyone. If you are not happy with your current
provider, are not in a contract and/or not getting good value it might be a good time to move
to a new provider. Ask your family and friends that are already on NBN what their experience
has been.
Different providers will offer different deals and speed options. I have just signed up with Dodo
and was given a choice 12Mbps for $65.90, 25Mbps for $74.90 or 100Mbps for $109.90 per
month with unlimited data. These are of course the maximum speeds you could get. The reality
will be something a little more underwhelming. To get my free modem I had to sign up for 24
months, although there was a $24.90 charge for delivery.
One very important thing to consider before you jump ship from your provider: can you live
without your old email address? If you have a business, with sign writing on vehicles and
business stationery, it may cost you a lot more to move over to a new provider. You may be able
to just pay for your email account and have emails forwarded to your new email address, but
check first.
For most people, switching to
one of the public emails, Gmail,
Outlook, Yahoo etc., is a good
idea. When you use one of these,
it doesn’t matter if you change
providers sometime in the
future.
Good luck and may the force be
with you!
Michael Gallen

Liz Bridges is Your
Local Travel Agent

relax…

knowing that all your travel
arrangements are being looked
after by an expert who cares

Qm2 to New Zealand

®

travel counsellors

Departs Sydney 24 Feb Elizabeth Bridges
TRAVEL COUNSELLOR
& Returns 9 Mar 2018 6559
2771 or 0407 182 123
From $3879pp elizabeth.bridges@travelcounsellors.com.au
inside cabin twin share www.travelcounsellors.com.au/elizabeth.bridges
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Tank’s Corner

Hi everyone. Did you get spoilt over Easter? I sure did, but my Mum and
Dad made sure I did not get into any Easter eggs (that they know about).
Seriously though, I made sure that I did not get more than the equivalent
of 1 piece of a chocolate block as I have no desire to become very ill. There
was plenty of time to indulge in my favourite pastimes – eating, sleeping
and playing – with a couple of walks around the block and 3 acres to run around in as well
as my visits to the neighbours. They all love me as I am a handsome fella and friendly (also
modest).
Make sure your owners keep your details up to date with the Pet Registry and if you need a
form, we can print you out one. Keep up the Tick prevention during the Autumn, Winter and
Spring as Ticks don’t worry about the season if it is a nice warm day. Bravecto and Nexgard are
working very well and have reduced Tick poisonings by 90%!
The best Flea product for Cats is Comfortis tablets 1 a month, but if your Cat owners have
trouble administering tablets, then, Advantage is a spot on 1 a month. Remember that neither
of these 2 products are effective against Ticks. Unfortunately, the only product for Ticks in
Cats is Frontline (an off label recommendation) every 2 wks. It is wise to keep up your pet’s
vaccinations once a year regardless of other recommendations, as Parvovirus in dogs mutates
easily and up to date vaccinations is the only way to protect your dog. There has been a similar
spike in Feline enteritis recently as well. If you are going to put your pet into a kennel or cattery,
they will need yearly vaccinations.
Just a short note, today as I am going to make sure that all my beds have warm covers for the
late Autumn and Winter.
Lots of Licks. TANK
Diamond Beach Veterinary Clinic, Telephone: 6559 2277
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All Day Breakfast
Variety of Meat Pies
Hamburgers with Homemade Patties
Fish & Chips with Homemade Beer Batter
Sandwiches & Wraps
Coffee, Cakes & Muffins

Hours
Monday to Saturday
6.30am to 7.30pm
Sunday 8.00am to 7.30pm

Newspapers 24 Diamond Drive,
Diamond Beach
Milk
Bread
Phone Orders
Soft Drinks
Welcome
Lollies
Chocolate etc. 6559 3030

WEDNESDAY 3rd MAY - 6:30pm
Senior Citizens Hall - Baywood Drive Hallidays Point
Enquiries: 0432 553 714
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Locals on the lookout
for litterbugs

A local campaign encouraging residents to register
with the NSW Environment Protection Authority
(EPA) and report littering offences is set to crack
down on litterbugs across the MidCoast region.
Across NSW, over 15,000 people have already
registered to report when they see someone
throwing litter from a vehicle. These reports are
made online through the NSW EPA website and fines of $250 or more
are issued to offenders.
Locally, this project
is
being
managed
by MIDWASTE in
partnership
with
MidCoast Council in
an effort to put a stop
to roadside litter, which
is one of our region’s
most
unnecessary
and
preventable
environmental
problems.
“Litter damages our
natural environments,
harms wildlife and sea
creatures and makes
our public spaces less
safe and less attractive,”
said
MIDWASTE
Coordinator, Ali Bigg.
“It’s also very costly.
Each year, over 25,000
tonnes of litter is tossed
in NSW and it costs
more than $180 million
per year to manage the
problem. As a whole,
it’s unacceptable and
by locals registering to
report littering from
vehicles, they become
part of the solution,”
added Ali.

For more
information
and to register
to report
littering, visit
www.epa.
nsw.gov.au/
reporttoepa.

Free “Teach a Learner
Driver” workshops

Teaching a young person to drive might be the
most important lesson you’ll ever give! Make sure
you’re well equipped to help your learner driver
become a safer driver by attending a free 2-hour
workshop aimed at parents and supervising
drivers.
Statistics show that young people are overrepresented when it comes to accidents and fatalities on our roads. If
you’ve taken on the responsibility of supervising a learner driver, you’re
in the hot seat when it comes to ensuring they become a confident
and safety-conscious motorist. To prepare yourself for this important
role, join a free workshop that will reduce the stress, for you and your
learner, and make every lesson more effective.
MidCoast Council will host three Helping Learner Drivers Become
Safer Drivers workshops across the region next month. Attendees
will leave armed with information, practical advice, and a structured
approach to building the competency of their learner, along with
confidence in teaching safe driving habits. The 2-hour workshops will
be held in Gloucester on Wednesday 10 May, Forster on 17 May, and
in Taree on 24 May, 2017.
Chris Dimarco, MidCoast Council’s Road Safety Officer, is looking
forward to offering the workshops. “We’ve had a fantastic response
from past attendees, who invariably comment on how useful the
content is and how much easier it made planning lessons for their
learner driver to build their skills progressively”.
The course has been developed by Roads and Maritime Services who
recognise the important part that parents and supervisors play in
supporting inexperienced drivers. Workshop content is designed to
help supervisors prepare for the role by covering topics such as laws
that apply to L & P licence holders, completing the Learner driver log
book, and the benefits of well supervised on-road driving experience.
Local mum, Sue Calvin
is currently teaching 17year old Sean to drive, and
recommends the course to
others who are supervising
a learner driver. “In just two
hours I felt far better prepared
to supervise Sean’s driving
lessons. The workshop was
also a great way to find out
what resources are available
to assist young drivers, to
learn about road rules that have changed, and to compare notes with
other parents who are in the same boat”.
Workshops will commence at 6pm and light refreshments will be
provided. Dates and locations for the three workshops are:
• Gloucester, SES HQ office, 23 Tate St, Gloucester – Wednesday 10
May, 2017
• Forster, Council administration building, Breese Parade Wednesday 17 May, 2017
• Taree, Council administration building, Pulteney Street –
Wednesday 24 May, 2017
Bookings are required and can be made by calling (02) 6591 7231, or
emailing roadsafety@midcoast.nsw.gov.au. Please specify the location
you will be attending when making your booking. Note: While the
workshop is aimed at those teaching a learner driver, learners may
benefit from some of the workshop content and are welcome to attend
with their supervisor.
For more information visit our website at www.midcoast.nsw.gov.au or
call us on 02 6592 5399.
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Club Black
Head New
Directors

Hallidays Point Senior Citizens

As Frankie Valli said “Oh What a Night!” What a lovely time we had at Club Blackhead
to celebrate our 21st Anniversary on 5th April. Our first President and Secretary,
Doug and Charlene Liddell were special guests and spoke about the beginning of the
HPDSC by walking around, knocking on doors and asking residents if they would like
to join a Senior’s organisation, then later asking members to buy blocks to build the
bus shed as well as how we came to have our own bus.

L to R: Joe Ashton, Pauline Rashleigh, Betty Ashton, Charlene Liddell,
Doug Liddell, Ray Long, Doreen Heaps Mary Marshall and Lita Addison

Past President, Joe Ashton also regaled us with stories about purchasing the second
bus for our trips as well as acquiring the Community Hall and all the work associated
with it including asphalting the drive way. We are lucky to have such a fine facility for
our seniors. Joe also paid homage to our original members and acknowledged their
contribution.
The food supplied by James and Kim was delicious and an extra special thank you to
Kim, who seemed to be in three places at once all night. The highlight of the night was
a cake cut by our Life Members. We apologise to other members of the club for our
raucous behaviour, but we can’t help ourselves!
As part of our celebrations, we then played Trivia on Friday 7 April at the Community
Hall. The game brought out the competitive spirits of our enthusiastic teams. A great
afternoon’s entertainment. By the way, what was Stephenson’s Rocket, can anyone tell
me?
Lastly, on Monday 10 April we had a pasta making demonstration and after, enjoyed the
results with a light lunch. A special thank-you to Antonio, pasta maker extraordinaire.

Happy May birthdays to:
George Clooney
Topsy Marshall 7th

5th Jill Scott		
Noeline Gray 19th

8th Peta Power
Robin Evans

22nd
31st

We still have a few places left for the mystery trip scheduled for 21 June. This is always
great fun as we never know where we’re going until we get there! We are also taking a
trip to the beautiful Ellenborough Falls on 16 August.
We’re always looking for new members, so if you’re new to the area or have thought
you would like to learn something new like croquet, art or poetry writing, come along
and meet some new friends.
Gail Phair, Secretary

Two new faces have
been added to the
Board of Directors at
Club Blackhead, thus
bringing us into line with the Club Constitution “27.1
Eight Directors”.
John McDonnell has been
a member of the club for
7 years. He hails from
Gunning South of Goulburn
where he was born and bred.
John joined the RAAF in
1963 and was discharged in
1991 after 28 years’ service.
He served for 5 years as a
Director at a bowling club
in the Ipswich area. He and
his wife Michelle moved to
Tallwoods 7 years ago when
he joined the Black Head Bowling Club.
Mike Bartlett was appointed
a Director to the Board by
“Registered Club Act 1976”.
The Board would like to
appoint a Director outside
of their election provisions
contained
in
their
constitution. The club may
wish to consider appointing
a Director in accordance
with the Registered Clubs
Act “The Act” and the
Registered Clubs Regulation
2015 “The Regulation”.
Mike and his wife Carmel
moved to Rainbow Flat sixteen years ago from Newport
NSW. He is a life member of the Bilgola Surf Life Saving
Club. He is also a life member of the Australian Surf
Life Saving Association. Mike was secretary of Black
Head Surf Club for 7 years. He was also a member of the
Black Head Bowling Club for 8 years and rejoined again
within the last twelve months.
Congratulations to Karon Carlton on winning the
Ladies Major Singles.
JackO

TELL YOUR FRIENDS
AROUND THE WORLD
View the Hallidays Point News
of Our World on line at:
www.hallidayspointnews.org
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HALLIDAYS POINT COMMUNITY CHURCH
Contact Mrs Pat Coster: 6559 2898
Services each Sunday at 9.00am
4th Sunday of each month - prayer and worship 5.00 pm
followed by fellowship tea
WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
KIDZ CLUB: Every second Friday
Look for the sign out the front. School kids Yrs 3-6 3.30 pm
$4. Fun and activities with tea provided
MEN’S FELLOWSHIP: Friday 8.15 am
Prayer group for men.
CRAFT: Every second Wednesday 9.30-12’ish
Meet with other crafty people. Share ideas. BYO Craft
$3. Includes Morning Tea
OVER 55’S LUNCH 12-3pm
Anyone over 55 is welcome. 2 Course meal and afternoon tea.
Bingo. Pick up available if necessary. $8.
Book if you are able on number above.

SENIOR CITIZENS - BUSY CALENDAR

The Senior Citizens Centre is located at the
Black Head Sports Reserve in Baywood Drive.
Activities are as follows:
Mondays - Croquet 9.30 am to 12 noon
Every 1st and 3rd Monday - Bingo 10 am - 1.00 pm
Every 1st and 3rd Monday - Poetry for you 2.00 pm - 4.00 pm
Every 2nd and 4th Monday at 1.00 pm - Senior Moments
Tuesday - Tai Chi - 8.00 am - 9.30 am
1st Wednesday of the month - Open Forum 10 am - 12.00 noon
Thursday - Heartfit Fun Exercise 8.30 am
Friday - Art class - 9.30 am -12.00 noon
Films/Theatre (see notice board)
1st Sunday of the month-Black Head Bazaar
5.30 am - 1.00 pm (not in winter)
Further enquiries, contact Marilyn Lambden 0411 481 350
(If unanswered please leave a message)

Hallidays Point Play Group

Hallidays Point Community Church, Diamond Beach Rd
Tuesdays 9.30am to 11.30am
Playgroup is a place for you and your children aged 0-6 to
have fun, make new friends and develop skills through play.
Playgroups offer a safe, relaxed environment where you
can find friendship and support. At Playgroup, children are
offered a variety of social, play and sensory experiences
that encourage learning and development.
You are welcome to experience two Playgroup sessions
before joining Playgroup NSW
Membership to Playgroup NSW covers your entire family
offering parents, grandparents and family members
the opportunity to attend Playgroup.
Find us on Facebook - Search Hallidays Point Playgroup.

BOWLS

Men’s Social Bowls - Every Monday 1pm Mufti
Women’s Social Bowls - Every Thursday 9am
Uniform Weekend Chicken Run Mixed Mufti - 1pm
Sat or Sun (contact club)

HALLIDAYS POINT LANDCARE GROUP INC.
Volunteers are always welcome to help
maintain our local environment.
Working bees every Monday and Tuesday
from 8.am until 11 am.
Contact Alana 6559 2979
Seascape/Diamond Beach working bees
each Friday 9-11am
Contact Tim 6559 2827
The school’s organic garden
most Wednesdays from 12.30pm.
Contact Alana 6559 2979
The Black Head Bazaar on the 1st Sunday of each month
(except winter) see www.hallidayspointinfo.com

Stephen Weber (JP)
A Justice of the Peace (JP) provides a free service
of witnessing the signing of Statutory
Declarations, Affidavits and certifying copies of original documents.
Contact me on P: 0421 563 258 or E: sjwjp@outlook.com for assistance.

Hallidays Point Combined Probus Club

meet at the Black Head Surf Club on the first Tuesday
of each month at 9.30 for 10.00am start.
Visitors will be made most welcome to join in fun and friendship.

TENNIS
You are invited to join
Black Head Tennis Club

in Wylie Breckenridge Park behind the Shopping Centre
Club Membership Categories:
Adult $40 - Family $100 - Junior $20 - Associates $15
Half price membership for all new members for year ending June 30th, 2017
Social Groups play weekdays and Saturday afternoons from 1.30 pm
Anyone interested in night tennis, please phone the following contact numbers:
Enquiries:
Wendy: 0402 096 297 or Sharyn: 0414 353 926
Court Hire 7 Days - AM / PM through “Point Bakery”
or After Hours by phoning the above numbers.

LIONS CLUB OF
HALLIDAYS POINT

Lions are an active part of this community and
have been responsible for providing many
facilities in our area. They are people just like YOU!
Lions meet on the 2nd & 4th Thursday of each month:
2nd Thursday 5.30pm at the Senior Citizens Centre
Business Meeting, Members Only
with dinner at the Tavern afterwards (optional).
The 4th Thursday is a Dinner Meeting
6.30pm when Partners and Guests are welcome.
Venue is usually at the Black Head SLSC but can sometimes be changed.
Please check with the Secretary.
New members are always welcome, men and women,
so why not come along and check us out.
Enquiries: Secretary: Vaughn Parker on 6559 3268
Membership: Ray Piper 0438 396 049 E: lionraypiper@yahoo.com.au
www.hallidayspoint.nsw.lions.org.au

Back Beach

Photo by Chris Holland

