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Hallidays Point Lions Club and the local community came together 
on Sunday 10th July at the Black Head Surf Life Saving Club for a 
“Snacks and Thanks” luncheon for Lions to say a big thank you 
to the local community for all their support in the past year. At 
the function Lions recognised the contribution made by certain 
individuals and business organisations for their support in making 
Lions fund raising events of the last year a great success. 

Thanks to the local community the club has had a tremendously 
successful year (July 2015 to June 2016) realising a total of 
$60,879 for distribution to local community endeavours as well 
as nationally toward Australian Cancer Research foundations. 
Ray Piper outgoing President of Hallidays Point Lions and Deb 
Schmitzer the new President expressed their gratitude to all who 
have supported the many projects of the club in the past year. At 
the luncheon the following individuals and organisations received 

special recognition with Lions awards:

Reading from left to right: 
Scott Burns of Bunnings Forster fundraiser sponsor Childhood Mobility 
foundation and contributor to Postie Trek.  Melinda Orchard Australian 
Lions Foundation Award for community fund raising. Rosemary Hudson 
Black Head Bowling Club sponsor of the Postie Trek. Samantha Clarke 
of Waves@Black Head sponsor Childhood Mobility foundation. Pierce 
Jackson Youth Award Outstanding Achievement BHSLSC. Maddie 
Daniels Youth Award Support Lions Pop Up Shop and other Lions 
functions. Michael McHattan & Brad Grant NSW Office Technology for 
complimentary printing of flyers and posters for various events. Colin 
and Leanne Westle FoodWorks Hallidays Point ongoing sponsor partner. 
Ted Daniels Youth Exchange Student sponsored by Hallidays Point Lions. 
Kim Jeffers, Amy Jeffers and Daniel Kranz for Outstanding organisation 
of Jindaboonda Postie Bike Trek. Contd. on Page 2

Hallidays Point Lions Club Distributes over $60,000
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• Diamond Beach, Panorama – Geraldine Livingstone, 

Natalie Wilson with occasional backup from Judy & John 
McKenzie and Kerry & Steve Powell

• Diamond Beach North – Sylvia & John Fermin
• Diamond Beach South – Chris & Phillip Jackson
• Hallidays Point Heritage – Margaret & Graham Lane with 

occasional backup from their neighbour Tony
• Hallidays Point Homestead – Hanni Schott backed up 

occasionally by Vicki & Ray Piper.
• Hallidays Point Ocean Ridge – James Andrews
• Hallidays Point Tallwoods – Eleanor & Brian Long with 

backup from Pakin Pankitudom & Doug Nelson
• Rainbow Flat, Idlewoods – Carmel Bartlett with backup 

from her next door neighbour Kerrie Elliott
• Rainbow Flat, Kiwarrak – Mark Johnson
• Red Head – Allan Buckingham, Natalie Carrier & Family, 

Vicki & John Rowley, Clare Dunn
All of those people I’ve mentioned and probably some more I may 
have missed (apologies) have contributed to making the Hallidays 
Point News of Our World the success it is.
As a result of our success, at the end of our financial year we are 
fortunate to find ourselves with surplus funds and as a result, the 
NoOW committee with the sanction of the Lions Club have had 
pleasure in donating to the worthy recipients listed on page 2.
It is gratifying that as a result of all the cooperation we receive, our 
publication is not only keeping our community informed but also 
is able to put some money back where it is needed. 
When you’re wondering where to go shopping or socialising or 
what service you require, please consider giving support to our 
sponsors. Thank you all again.

John Finnie, Editor

Welcome to new Landcare 
members, Clare, Richard and 
Missy. It always amazes me when 
someone new to the area decides 
to join us, because it’s not easy 
volunteering for hard physical 
work.

Hallidays Point Landcare Group was formed late in the last century, 
and has been actively working in Littoral Rainforest, bushland 
reserves and parks continuously for 30 years. It is very rewarding 
to see the results of our hard labour. 
About 8 years ago, with funding from the Federal government 
and in partnership with Taree Council, we put in a bridge at Back 
Beach to promote revegetation of the 
dune. Having car and pedestrian tracks 
all over left the dune completely bare 
except for a few clumps of native grass. 
Now without us planting a single tree 
or shrub it has regenerated beautifully. 
Given the opportunity nature prevails.

The same has happened at Black Head near 
the footbridge. The fence on the dune has 
stopped (most) foot traffic and there has 
been a renewal of sand and regeneration 
of dune vegetation. Part of the fence has 
just about disappeared under the sand and 

the rest is looking pretty shabby. We hope to do some repairs soon.
Our next infrastructure project is a lookout on top of Black Head 
headland so the growing vegetation does not need to be trimmed 
to keep a view. We hope to start on the project this financial year.
Landcare also runs the Black Head Bazaar and the community 
gardens at Black Head and at the school so there are less arduous 
jobs if you would like to join us.    Alana

Other recognition awards not in photograph are: Wayne and Vonnie 
of Diamond Beach Butchery in appreciation for sponsorship of 
Hallidays Point Australia Day Breakfast and Jim Crookston for 
outstanding contribution to organising Surf Sure for people with 
disabilities in conjunction with Black Head SLSC.

John Finnie the Editor of News of Our World presented cash 
donations resulting from advertising income in NoOW to the 
following organisations:
Hallidays Point Senior Citizens Assoc., HP Community Church 
Play Group, HP Soccer Club and Junior Cricket Club, HP Netball 
Club, Black Head Beach Quilters for Aussie Hero Quilt Project, HP 
Blokes Shed, Angel Gowns and HP Community Church Charity 
Lunches. 
Hallidays Point Lions have distributed funds to many local 
community groups and organisations during the past year 
and a full list of recipients can be found on their website www.
hallidayspoint.nsw.lions.org.au. 

Lion Chris Holland, Publicity Officer

HP News of Our World -  
The Secret of Our Success!
The Hallidays Point News of Our World operates under the 
umbrella of the Lions Club of Hallidays Point, is a Lions Club 
Project and subsequently a ‘Not for Profit Production’.
Our steering committee consists of Secretary Sue Newton, 
Treasurer David O’Hara, Distribution Manager Clare Dunn and 
myself, Editor John Finnie.
However, the NoOW would not exist without the support of 
advertising sponsors and the contribution of occasional and regular 
news articles and announcements from community members 
and community organisations. These regular contributors and 
advertisers I’m sure are familiar to all of our readers.
2000 editions of 20 pages are printed each month.
Advertising costs have been kept low because of a sponsored low 
cost printing charge by NSW Office Technology of Taree. We thank 
Proprietor Michael McHattan and Brad Grant for their valuable 
support.
Distribution is organised in a military fashion by our Distribution 
Manager Lion Clare Dunn and delivery is made to residents’ letter 
boxes throughout Hallidays Point, Diamond Beach, Tallwoods, 
Rainbow Flat and Darawank. These deliveries are made by local 
volunteers, many of whom are not Lions Club Members.
I’d like to acknowledge those regular delivery volunteers. 
They are:
• Black Head – Kay & John Clucas, Guy Struthers, Margaret 

Waldock backed up occasionally by Vicki & Ray Piper.
• Darawank, Timber Tops – Myrtle & Ian Styles
• Diamond Beach, Figtree – Ellen Spencer

Contd. from front Page
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Monthly  
Book Review
Barkskins by  
Annie Proulx
Part history and part imagination, 
the most recent novel by the author 
of Shipping News and Brokeback 
Mountain, is an epic retelling of the 
300-year history of the destruction 
of the worlds forests. Set mainly 
in northeastern America the book 
follows the families of two French 
immigrants through generations.
The character’s lives are brutal, full of danger, vengeance, pestilence 
and their cruelty to the native Indians, who don’t stand a chance, 
is unspeakable. 
Beaver trapping for furs and the cutting of the seemingly endless 
pine forests are the only chance to make their fortunes and the 
resulting ecological damage still confronts us now. This is an 
ongoing story as land clearing continues in Australia, and clear fell 
timber cutting in South America and Asia abounds. The concept of 
renewable forestry practices, replanting and natural regeneration 
came far too late in the story to give me much hope. 
It is a huge novel, but as each generation’s story could stand alone 
there was no confusion with the time line- no flashbacks or back 
tracking. I couldn’t stop reading and the impact of this book 
resonates powerfully long after the last page.

Alana

Hallidays Point 
Community Church
In July 1995 a group was formed by the Rev Bob 
Willoughby at the Community Church as a day 
for people who were wanting company and 
a nice meal. They were picked up from home and enjoyed a day 
out. This group was called ‘The Over 55’s’ and is still providing the 
same service once a fortnight with some of the original workers 
still turning up every 2nd Wednesday. 
We are assisted by a group of loyal workers who turn up regularly 
to work hard and smile lots. Others in the community make 
sweets, slices and cakes which always go down quicker than the 
meal. Once a month we also have a bus load of folk come from 
Kullaroo Gardens to share the day with us.
On the 7th of July we celebrated our 21st birthday and had a great 
day with lots of fun and games. Two of our over 90’s ladies cut the 
cake, made by The Point Bakery.

We would like to thank the workers, the Men’s Shed and most of all 
the  people who come and share this day with us.
If you would like to be part of this group, the next meeting is on the 
21st July. The cost is only $8. 

Phone Marion 0411 728 921 or Pat 6559 2898
Pat Coster

Who thought libraries were just for borrowing books?
How long since you’ve been into your local library? There is so 
much to explore in your library! Of course you can borrow lots 
of books. And then you can also read the newspapers, borrow 
magazines, DVDs or music CDs, photocopy documents, use our 
free wi-fi, send faxes and emails....and so much more. Come in and 
be inspired by what we have to offer.   
‘Recurring Themes’ Art 
Exhibition
Have you seen the breath-taking 
exhibition by Helga Visser, on 
display 1 August to 26 August in 
the Library Gallery? Helga is an 
amazing artist. This exhibition highlights some of her landscape 
and wildlife paintings. It’s well worth a visit!! 

Successful School Holiday 
Program
It was great to see children enjoying 
making wooden toys and trays 
under the enthusiastic direction 
of Terry, Alan and Jack from the 
local Blokes Shed. Some found 
that a fair bit of muscle power was 
needed to get those screws in the 
holes, and the finished products 
were well worth the effort! 

Meeting Room available for hire
Are you aware that you can hire the Library Meeting Room/Art 
Gallery for all sorts of functions, such as workshops, community 
group meetings, seminars etc.? Enquire at the Library.

Recycle Batteries, ink cartridges, mobile phones and 
spectacles!
It’s very popular! Please use the recycle bins at the Library for your 
old batteries, ink cartridges, mobile phones and now old spectacles 
as well.

See you soon in the Library!!
Library Hours: Mon. – Fri.10am – 5pm, Sat. 10am – 12 noon

Tuesday Night Tennis is in recess – Recommencing on the 6th 
September, 2016 at 7.00PM

Expressions of interest to run the 
“Hot Shots” Coaching Programme 
for Junior Tennis should direct 
enquiries to phone numbers listed in 
the ‘TENNIS NOTICE’ on page 19 of 
this edition of NoOW.

Current members and anyone seeking membership are cordially 
invited to attend the AGM on Saturday 8th October 2016 at 
11.00AM at the Club House followed by a BBQ lunch. This will be 
an opportunity to meet and make new friends.

June Bowman, Publicity Officer

Hallidays Point 
Branch
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Our Natural World
with Geraldine
A Frog he would a wooing go!
Do you remember this nursery rhyme from your childhood?

A frog he would a-wooing go,
Heigh ho! says Rowley,
A frog he would a-wooing go,
Whether his mother would let him or no.

Frogs are part of the Amphibian 
family that crawled from the water 
over 370 million years ago and were 
the first vertebrates to colonise the 
land. The word ‘amphibian’ actually 
means ‘two lives’ - one in water and 
one on land. One of the factors that 
allowed the transition from water to 
land was the development of specialised skin. The skin of a frog 
is more than just a covering. It is used for absorbing oxygen and 
releasing carbon dioxide, regulating their salt content, absorbing 
water and changing colour to camouflage themselves. Frogs need to 
keep their skin moist or they can dry out! They do this in different 
ways - some live near water bodies, in shady vegetation or rock 
faces, some cover their skin in a slimy substance and some even 
burrow into the soil. Frogs are carnivores and mostly eat insects. 
For many larger animals including snakes and birds, frogs are an 
essential part of their diet.
The frogs “wooing” can be quite noisy. Bill Lyndon recently advised 
garden club members not to locate their fish pond too close 
to bedrooms. And a friend of mine who lives in suburbia spent 
several days trying to track down the source of metal clacking that 
was keeping her awake at night, turned out to be a frog in the next 

door neighbour’s pond.
Most of you will know about the life cycle of frogs from going tad 
poling when you were kids. I grew a frog 
in our fishbowl. Many frogs reproduce by 
laying eggs in a mass of jelly-like material 
in the water. Tadpoles develop from this 
jelly mass, rapidly grow arms and legs, 
lose their tails and eventually transform 
into frogs. Most tadpoles are unable to 
leave the water until they have developed 
into frogs. Others have far stranger ways 
of reproducing - some glue their eggs to 
underwater vegetation, while others hatch from the eggs as fully 
formed frogs. The male Hip-Pocket Frog carries tadpoles round in 
little pockets on his hips!
One group of frog are called Tree Frogs they have extended toe-
pads and finger-pads to assist them in climbing. A commonly-
seen tree frog is the little eastern sedge-frog, which often sits on 
reeds or low shrubs, even during the day, and can be brown or 
green, or a mixture of both. Another is the much larger green tree 
frog, sometimes encountered in gutters, drainpipes, laundries 
and toilets, and often heard calling on warm wet evenings. The 
ABC had a wonderful story about the philosophical dilemma of 
removing frogs from tropical toilets – to flush or not to flush!
They may not be cute and cuddly but frogs are an important part 
of Australia’s creeks, rivers and wetlands. If frogs start disappearing 
from the landscape, it is a sure sign that it’s time to take better care 
of our waterways. 
What happened to our wooing frog? 

But as Froggy was crossing over a brook,
Heigh ho! says Rowley.
A lily white duck came and gobbled him up.

Black Head SLSC 
held its Annual Presentation 
Night recently, highlighting 
the achievements of the last year.
The club thanked all patrolling members for another successful 
season, no lives lost whilst patrols were on duty.
This season 101 patrol members did a very impressive 3,380 hours 
of patrol and the attendance record shows over 14,000 people 
visited Black Head Beach this season.

Congratulations to Patrol 5 for Best Patrol of the season (David 
Johnston, Chris & Kylie Pearce, Kellie, Jordan & Shelby Connolly, 
Robyn King, Sophie Wunder and Vicki Smyth). 
Also congratulations to the 46 patrol members who achieved 100% 
patrol this season.
9 members were presented with the 10 year National Patrol Service 
Awards, also 9 members were presented with their 5 year National 
Patrol Service Awards. 
The major awards for the season were as follows:
• Senior Club Person  Leigh Croker & Amber Walters
• Junior Club Person (under 19)   Pierce Jackson
• Junior Encouragement Award (under 19)  Mia Moran
• Cadet Encouragement Award  Molly Aiken
• Dennis Jeffers Memorial Award  Mark Hillyer
• Senior Competitor  Jordan Connolly
• Junior Competitor  Cormac O’Byrne
• Cadet Competitor  Julian Boag
• Masters Competitor  Noelene Young
Other highlights of the year were;
The Head2Head swim event returned to January and was well 
received. The event was very ably run by 77 Club volunteers. Thank 
you all the helpers. This event is a significant contributor to Club 
funds.

The Club organized the fireworks again on New Year’s Eve with 
community funding. This is a popular community event with many 
spectators. It requires ongoing community financial assistance to 
continue.
Sunday Sippers continues through winter and is being well received 
by members & the local community.
Brekkie on the Balcony was another success. Thanks to the team 
leaders and their crews.
Saturday Surf Awareness was held for the 9th year with great 
success as demonstrated by the increasing numbers, a special 
thank you to Jim Crookston and his many helpers for their amazing 
effort in running this program. It is wonderful to see people with a 
disability learn surf skills and enjoy the beach.
The Hall Hire is becoming an increasingly important source 
of funds for the Club. Leana Doig made a big contribution in 
coordinating the bookings and setting up especially for weddings. 
This is greatly appreciated
The 90th celebrations were well received by 170 past & present 
members
Funds were raised from Federal, State, Local Government & Lions 
Club as well as the Hallidays Point Community to complete the 
road in front of the Club. Mike Bartlett did an amazing job of 
project management.

Black Head Surf Life Saving Club Member, 
Pierce Jackson, was presented with a Certificate of 
Appreciation, by the NSW Police Force Manning Great Lakes 
Local Area Command recently.
The certificate reads; 
“in recognition of his actions 
to assist Police and other 
emergency services, stabilise 
and rescue a person who had 
fallen down a 20 metre cliff at 
Godfrey’s Gap, Black Head on 
Saturday 9 April 2016.
Mr Pierce Jackson is worthy of recognition by the NSW Police for 
his contribution to providing primary first aid support and general 
assistance during a rescue operation under difficult circumstances 
and is so commended.” 

Graeme Doig, President, Black Head SLSC

Residents of the Hallidays Point Area are Invited to 
Attend the Official Opening of the Pool Access Road, 

To Be Held 1 pm Sunday 21st August 2016, Followed by 
Light Refreshments and Drinks in the Surf Club.

Above: Patrol Award Recipients
Top Right: Leigh Croker & Amber Walters Presentation

Bottom Right: Mark Hillyer Presentation
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Hallidays Point 
Combined Probus 
Club Inc.
We have an eccentric Englishman 
in our club named Tony Knight. He 
is responsible for organising the 10 
minute speakers. Unfortunately, the 
designated person for the July meeting 
could not make it, so Tony read us a 
very morbid, intriguing story about 
mysterious deaths occurring. When 
a team went to investigate these 
deaths they witnessed bodies melting 
away in front of them. Just as we 
were all wondering what the cause 
of this could be, aliens or what, Tony 
said, “Well I will let you know what 
happened the next time we don’t have 
a 10 minute speaker!” Thus, we were 
all left dangling in suspense! Very 
frustrating indeed, Tony!
Fortunately, our frustration was short lived by enjoying morning 
tea on the balcony of the Surf Club, followed by a long performance 
given by our choir. The performance included three songs from 
‘FourTunes’, the Probus Quartet, plus a duet. Thus, good variety 
plus the added dimension of a story line, thanks to our new 
member, Lynette Hester. Anna Hamers, our choir director, was 
very pleased with the way we all performed and received very good 
feedback afterwards, which is always appreciated. 

I love being a part of the choir and 
feel that we are very fortunate 
to have the very talented and 
hard working pair of both Anna 
Hamers, the Choir Director, and 
Bryan Paech, the pianist. Thank 
you so much to both of you.
In addition to the Choir that 
meets once a week for a practice, 
Probus has many other groups that meet on a regular basis such 
as the Diners Club, Movie Group and Book Club. We also have 
many other activities. On the 3rd July, many members enjoyed a 
“Christmas in July” lunch that was organised by Alan Bates. Other 
upcoming events include a Whale Watching Cruise from Forster in 
August, a day trip to Newcastle to go on a cruise, and a 3 day trip 
to Sydney to see “My Fair Lady”. 

If you would enjoy being a part of Probus,  
then phone John Clucas, our Secretary, on 0417 036 550,  

or Anna Hamers, our President, on 6559 3747.
Lorraine Ramsden, Bulletin Editor

Fishing News
with Trevor
Weather conditions have been varied 
between great to terrible with strong 
westerlies dominating. However, we are 
blessed in our area with the variety of fish 
we can target if the adverse weather prevents fishing for a particular 
type of fish.
The rivers, lake and estuaries are providing bream, blackfish, 
mulloway (off the rock walls) and, surprisingly, still some quality 
flathead.
The number fishing for blackfish is notably sparse, simply because 
of the scarcity of green weed. Some are using artificial lures 
similar to a trout fly with limited success. Flathead to 70cm have 
responded to the Samaki 7cm lure in the estuary with one visitor 
boating 9 quality fish. Bream are a mystery. They were abundant on 
the beach for a week or two following the giant seas and now they 
are very tardy. But, I’m getting reports of quality fish being bagged 
around oyster leases and up the rivers. As I stated last publication 
bream are “garbage guts” and relish many baits. A friend, fishing 
off the bank, landed several fish between 45 and 50cm using skirt 
steak.
Rocks are providing returns for drummer and tailor anglers. Look 
for a stirred up, creamy water hole and, using cunjevoi, bread or 
peeled prawns you should be rewarded with solid drummer. Fish 
heavy and hang on!
Would you have a look at this outstanding mulloway in the photo 
caught by an accomplished fisherman, Cameron Crisp off our local 
beach. His set-up was identical to that I suggested last year – a side 
of tailor with a 8 to 10/0 on the bottom and a 2 to 3/0 “keeper” 
hook on top, and let the fish run for several metres before striking. 

Some local boys missed several huge fish on Tuncurry Beach when 
unable to land them because of the dumping waves.
While fishing Tuncurry this week for bream, using a two hook rig 
with pipi on one and garfish fillet on the other, I luckily caught a 
quality tailor on the fillet so changed to a metal lure and caught 
three more in a short time. This was plenty for friends and us, 
so re-rigged for bream, to no avail but caught another tailor on a 
pipi, of all things. I’ve never caught one on this bait in all my life 
of fishing. Huge tailor to 80cms (about 4.5kg) have been beached 
by the Black Head lads. An angler hooked 5 tailor only to finish 
with 5 heads thanks to the prevalence of sharks on South Tuncurry 
Beach. Garfish are still an alternative around the rocks at Red Head 
and a lot of fun.

Good Fishing, Trevor

The Probus Choir

‘FourTunes’, Probus Quartet,

TELL YOUR FRIENDS AROUND THE WORLD

View the Hallidays Point News of Our World on line at:  

www.hallidayspointnews.org
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Hallidays Point 
Lions Club 
Changeover

On Thursday evening June the 
23rd we held our Annual Change 
Over Dinner.
Some members were recognised 
for their outstanding service. 
Tyrone and Lyn Power for their 
commitment to the PopUp Shop, 
Alan and Virginia Stewart for 
being everywhere and always 
willing workers, Rita Gaul and 
Deb Schmitzer for outstanding 
fund raising and Sue Newton for 
outstanding commitment to the 
community and Lions. Treasurer 
David O’Hara was recognised for 
the growing responsibility he has 

in managing accounts including those of the News of Our World.
Special guests Graeme Doig and Scott Crawford from Black Head 
SLSC were recognised for the Club’s commitment to the community 
and for making the Club House available for community use and 
actively supporting fund raisers.
A new management board was sworn in with Deb Schmitzer as 
President, Vaughn Parker Secretary and David O’Hara Treasurer. 
Deb is very passionately committed to work with and serve our 
community. We wish her every success. 
It has been a delight to work with the community and enjoy so many 
successes. I thank the board for their dedication and willingness to 
make courageous and creative decisions.

Past President, Ray Piper 

Hallidays Point Lions  
Welcome International Youth
Lion Suzanne Newton, Youth Exchange programme coordinator 
recently introduced five young people on the Lions International 
Youth Exchanger programme to members and guests at the recent 
Snacks and Thanks event at the Black Head Surf Life Saving Club. 
On behalf of the Lions Youth Exchange programme of Australia 
she wished to acknowledge and thank the Lions Club of Hallidays 
Point for their wonderful support of the programme. Suzanne 
explained that in getting to know these five young people since 
their arrival in Australia she has found them to be wonderful 
ambassadors for their own community and countries
The aim of the International Youth Exchange Programme is to give 
young adults aged 16 to 21 years a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity 
to live in one or more homes in the host country and to experience 
a new culture and lifestyle. The programme is not a sightseeing/
shopping holiday.
Among the responsibilities of the Youth Exchange participants are:
• To represent their country overseas as a youth ambassador.
• To show genuine interest in the work of Lions Clubs in their 

own country and the host country, Australia.
• To speak at Club meetings and other events about 

themselves, Lions and their home country.
• To behave in a mature, respectful and polite manner to give 

people in their host country a positive impression of young 
adults from their country.

• To abide by the rules of the Lions Youth Exchange 
programme.

• To be willing to adapt to the host country family life and 
cooperate with their hosts.

Suzanne also commented that the Lions Club of Hallidays Point 
has been placed within the top ten clubs in Australia for their work 
on youth exchange, a wonderful achievement given the size and 
membership base of the club.

Pictured in the photograph:
Aysu Bulak 20 years old from Istanbul, Turkey. Aysu is staying with 
the Newton/Jones family of Tallwoods.
Mara Tzschach 18 years old from Hainichen Germany is being 
hosted by the Horsburgh home in Black Head.
Iris Blauberg 17 years old from Helsinki, Finland is also staying 
with the Horsburgh family.
Emily Pritchett 19 years old from Gambo, New Foundland Canada 
is staying with the Jones family.

Pictured here 
with Suzanne 
Newton.
Andrea Bigarini 
17 years old 
from Italy who 
is staying with 
Ron and Jenny 
McCarthy 
from Diamond 
Beach.

Lion Chris 
Holland, 

Publicity Officer

Art in the Area
Helga Visser
Helga lives in Taree but her artistic 
endeavours often take her to Hallidays 
Point. I caught up with Helga when 
she was preparing for her new solo 
exhibition at our library.
She took me back to her early days at school. “Ever since I can 
remember I was drawing, but never really thought of it as a 
vocation. Then at High School in Narrabeen our art teacher, 
Arthur Murch, noticed my drawing ability and offered me an old-
fashioned apprenticeship in drawing and painting.
Mr. Murch, as I always called him, was well known as a fine 
artist and sculptor who had won the Archibald Prize in 1949. He 
had been commissioned to paint a large mural in the Overseas 
Terminal on the shores of Sydney Harbour and was looking for 
some assistants to help with the job”.
At this time Helga lived at Avalon Beach which was close to 
his studio in, and as she was about to finish school it was an 
opportunity not to be missed. It proved to be an interesting time. 
As Helga explained, “not only did I learn a lot of practical things 
about art, but I was also exposed to a wider range of ideas and 
thinking. Many a day I went home to look up a new word in the 
dictionary. But one thing I also learned there was that fine art was 
unlikely to keep me in bread and butter. So I also studied at the 
East Sydney Art School”.
She ended up working as a commercial artist in several companies, 
first in Australia and later in Holland and finally in Hong Kong. 
There Helga took up portrait painting and did a series of landscapes 
around Hong Kong of the wonderful countryside that still exists 
there. And Helga added’ “yes, there’s more to HK than just the 

shopping!”
“When we came back to Australia in 1996 we visited 
friends in Coomba Park, fell in love with the area, found 
a lovely property, and settled here permanently”, Helga 
explained. 
“Well, what’s not to love about this area? The natives are 
friendly, the climate is good and there are no traffic jams. 
The countryside offers wonderful inspiration for anyone 
who paints and the birds are gorgeous. These feathery 

critters often delight and inspire me”.
Helga talked about two trips to Central Australia which were 
memorable for the lasting impression they made on her. “The 
expanse and timelessness of this land is awe-inspiring. I now 
understand the indigenous people’s feeling and attachment to 
‘country’ “, she concluded.
“There are always times in everyone’s life when you ask yourself 
“Where to from here?”.  Art is a rather self-indulgent activity. We do 
it because we have to - we love it. But why paint another landscape 
when there are so many problems in our world - should I be more 
active in addressing some of these? These are recurring questions 
and themes, sometimes expressed in my sculptures and paintings – 
hence the title for my new exhibition, Recurring Themes. 
Helga’s exhibition features pastel drawings, oil paintings and a 
few clay sculptures completed recently. She has also included an 
original pastel from her children’s picture book, The Bush Concert.  
The picture book is available from the Manning Regional Art 
Gallery.
If you want to see more of 
her work please go to www.
helgavisser.id.au  or email: 
helgavisser@westnet.com.au 

Story by Fred Bullen

President 2016-2017  
Deb Schmitzer

Help & Exercise!
While you’re walking in your neighbourhood, 

why not help deliver the 
Hallidays Point News of Our World?

We currently need spare walkers 
to cover for our regulars 

who are on holiday. Please call Clare on: 

6559 3413
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The Passing of  
Local Character 
Ron Wetton
Joseph Ronald Wetton was born on 7 
August 1926 to Vera and Joe Wetton 
in Park Road, Mascot NSW. Four years 
later he gained a little brother Colin.
Ron was 6 years old when the family moved to Longreach in 
Queensland for his father’s work as a wool-classer. The family 
had many happy times in Longreach, and the boys had a healthy 
country life. 
The family left Longreach when Ron was 13 so the boys could get a 
trade. They bought a house in Auburn and Ron started high school 
at Granville Tech. He got after-school work delivering groceries all 
over Auburn – for 4 pence an order. 
Ron had one year at high school and because the war was on they 
were offering machinist apprenticeships on the NSW railways. 
He was 15 ½ when he started work at the Everleigh Workshops. 
The apprenticeship was for 5 years, and he was going to Tech in 
Castlereagh Street, Sydney 4 nights a week after work! When he 
finished his apprenticeship they wanted a machinist at Chullora, so 
he got a job there working on different projects making individual 
parts for diesel locomotive trains. No mass produced parts in those 
days! He said it was very interesting work for the first 40 years! 
In his teens, Ron and his mate used to go shooting rabbits at his 
Uncle Les’ farm on Razorback Mountain on weekends. They 
caught the 2.15am train from Lidcombe and it used to get to Picton 
a bit before daylight. They took their ferrets out of the boxes, put 
nets in the burrows, and put the ferrets down the hole. The rabbits 

were caught and later eaten, and they sold the skins to pay for the 
weekend away. 
Ron met his lovely future wife Valerie at the dances at Auburn 
Town Hall. They married on 11 December 1948. They caught the 
train to Minnamurra on the south coast for their honeymoon and 
stayed in a cabin, and swam and fished for a fortnight.
Ron bought a block of land at Fairfield because it was cheap. 
Building materials were scarce after the war, so they lived in a tent 
while Ron built the house on weekends. The house was half built 
when the family was started. It took about 4 years of weekends to 
finish the house with only hand tools and a bit of help from family.
Ron and Val soon had two beautiful daughters, Julie & Susan. The 
children had an ideal life at home, with close family gatherings, fun 
camping trips most holidays, and two loving parents.
Ron was 38 when he was widowed (in 1964). His first priority was 
his 2 daughters, and has been ever since. He took on the dual role 
of mother and father, which was a bonus for him when he enjoyed 
presents for Mother’s Day AND Father’s Day. 
Ron took early retirement at 60, and moved to Diamond Beach 
nearly 30 years ago to be near his daughters and his young 
grandchildren. He became a charter member of the local Lions 
Club to help in the community, and joined the Bowling Club. He 
spent his days fishing and woodworking, making things for the 
children and living up to the saying that “Grandpas were made to 
love and to fix things.”
He loved having a chat to locals and made many friends. Neighbours 
would often stop by for a chat, and he was well respected and liked. 
By 2016 he had gained 5 great-grandchildren, who also grew to 
love him too.
Ron passed away in Royal North Shore Public Hospital on 26 June 
2016, aged 89 surrounded by his family, leaving a life well-lived 
and being much loved by all. 

An extract from a eulogy by Ron’s daughter, Julie McManus

Michael’s 
Computing 
Trouble 
Shooting
In the past month I have had a couple of clients fall prey to 
‘Ransomware’, a particularly nasty type of malware that leaves you 
unable to access your data files. It is generally installed on your 
computer when you click on an attachment or link in an email 
or web page popup. These links are disguised to scare you into 
thinking you need to click on them. They may be in an email or 
popup that appears to be for an Antivirus company. They tell you 
your system is infected and you need to click their link to fix the 

problem. NEVER do this.
My clients were infected with ‘Ransomware’ known as 
‘Cryptolocker’. A sophisticated piece of encryption software was 
installed on their computers which searched for their data files 
(word documents, excel spreadsheets, photos, PDF files, music 
and video files) and encrypted these files so they could not access 
them. A popup similar to the picture below displayed on their 
screen. Their files had been encrypted. The attacker had the only 
decryption key, and money was demanded so they could re-access 
their files.
Once encrypted, you have a 
short amount of time to pay 
the extorter. Pay up or else! 
Encryptions are so good that 
they are virtually impossible 
to crack. If you do pay up, 

there is no guarantee that you won’t be further extorted or that 
the encryption key will be supplied. The silver lining is that the 
criminals don’t actually take your data – they just leave it locked up 
on your computer. Also, backups on a disconnected external hard 
drive are safe.
So, should you pay up? Tough question. I recommend not paying, 
but that is easy to say when you don’t have critical documents 
locked up.
Prevention is the only alternative. Here are 12 tips that will help to 
keep you safe from ‘Ransomeware’.
1. Back up. Daily, weekly, monthly. Don’t leave your backup drive 

connected to your computer. Just connect it when you are ready to 
back up, then disconnect it.

2. Don’t open attachments in emails if you don’t know where they came 
from.

3. Don’t click on links in emails or web pages if you’re not sure.
4. Install a popup blocker in your browser.
5. Make file extensions visible in Windows.
6. Keep all your Windows and Antivirus software updated.
7. If you suspect an infection, disconnect the internet immediately. 

Remove any USB drives or external hard drives until safe.
8. Always have your firewall running. 
9. Windows Script Host can be disabled in the Windows Registry. (This 

will also stop some legitimate scripts from running.)
10. Uninstall Windows PowerShell.
11. Remove or disable Remote Control software.

12. Backup your data files.
Not to be a scare monger, but this problem is devastating. Be safe
The last thing I will say on the subject is that you need to backup 
your files.

Michael Gallen
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Gazza’s  
Car Care Tips
Equipment for Towing and a 
few things to think about.
Where trailer/van mass is approaching the 
upper limit of the vehicle’s specifications, 
its manufacturer may dictate certain additional equipment, 
this includes things like upgrade tow bars and trailer wiring 
connectors. Load levelling devices, heavy-duty suspension, 
additional oil coolers and brake controllers are further examples. 
Where specified, this equipment must be fitted.
Towbars that are fitted to a vehicle at the time of purchase aren’t 
necessarily suitable for a caravan or other heavy trailer. Many 
towbars are only intended to tow light trailers and will be totally 
unsuitable, illegal and potentially unsafe for heavy use. Use of 
an inadequately rated towbar could result in loss of the trailer 
or structural damage to the towbar and/or vehicle plus possible 
insurance issues.
When buying a towbar there may appear to be a price benefit 
in buying non-genuine, but keep in mind that the vehicle 
manufacturer’s towing package is often more than just a towbar. 
Such packages can often include choice of up-rated towbar and 
heavy-duty suspension plus additional transmission oil coolers, all 
of which are designed to maximise safety and vehicle durability. 
Best purchase price can be negotiated at the time of purchasing 
your new vehicle.
All States and Territories require light trailers to have safety chains 
to link the trailer to the tow vehicle. Safety chains must be strong 
enough to hold the trailer should coupling accidentally disconnect. 

The safety chains must have sufficient length to allow the normal 
articulation of the trailer but be short enough to prevent the 
drawbar hitting the ground in the event of a disconnection. 
Remember to cross your chains, if two are fitted.

To be Continued next month. Drive Safely, Garry.

Diamond Beach 
Rural Fire Brigade
Last month we talked about what you should do, if 
you decide to leave when there is a fire near your 
home.
This time we will talk about what to do, if you decide to stay.
You Should ONLY DECIDE to stay IF you’re WELL PREPARED
Before you start, ask your household:
Is your home well prepared to make it as safe as possible during a 
fire?
Are you putting anyone in your family at risk by staying? for 
example children, the elderly, or people with asthma.
Will you cope in an Emergency situation? A fire will be hot, 
smoky and physically draining, even trained fire fighters can find 
it challenging.
If you’re not sure or aren’t prepared, you should leave early.
Do you have all the Equipment you need?
Go through all the items on the “decide to stay” check list & see 
what’s missing, make a commitment to get all the equipment you 
will need.
Hoses, that can reach all round the house, water supply of at least 
10,000L water tank, dam, pool. Put fuel, & water pump in a safe 
& accessible place, ladders to access inside the roof, buckets and 

mops, shovels & metal rakes.
Protective Clothing & wide-brimmed hat eye protection goggles, 
moistened face mask or cloth, loose long sleeved cotton shirt, 
gloves, long cotton pants/jeans, sturdy leather shoes or boots.
Do you have a backup plan if the fire gets too big to handle? 
Remember that bush & grass fires can move quickly & catch you 
off guard You shouldn’t stay if you aren’t mentally & physically fit 
and ready or your property is not well maintained or the fire rating 
is Extreme or Catastrophic.
Next month we will talk about what to do inside & outside your 
house Before, During & After a fire.

Dads army pool cleaning team called on Diamond Beach Fire 
Brigade who were happy to Support the local community to 
remove the stains left on the walls of the ocean pool at Black Head 
after the bad storms. The fire hoses were a great help as they had so 
much more power to blast the walls clean.

Leo Fransen, RFS. Community Engagement Officer

Black Head Women’s 
Bowling Club
The Final of ladies 
pairs was played Pat 
Bayley & Gae Re 
against Helen Bush & 
Gwenda Jackson. A 
really exciting match 
was witnessed by all the 
social bowlers. Tension 
reached a peek when 
the ladies finished 16 
all draw.
Helen won the toss 
for the next end and 
was holding shot, Pat 
played her last bowl and drew in so close an umpire was called to 
measure.
Result Pat & Gae winning 2016 Pairs Championships. 
Helen & Gwenda felt the pressure as they were reliving this 
situation as a repeat of the previous year in pairs finals. 
Both teams were delivering some lovely bowls and all ladies 
watching the game enjoyed the bowls and  sportsmanship displayed 
on the green.  
Congratulations Pat Bayley and Gae Re, we wish you luck in 
upcoming Champion of Champions at Oak Flat.
Well done and a great effort for Runner Up team Helen Bush & 
Gwenda Jackson, good luck for next year. 

Publicity Officer, Donna Hampson 
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Hallidays Point 
Garden Club
The Club’s June meeting was held at the home and garden of 
Christine and Bob Ricketts of Diamond Beach. Another lovely 
warm and sunny winter’s morning was the order of the day 
and close to 50 members and friends were present. One of the 
impressive plants in Christine and Bob’s garden is the woolly bush 
– or adenanthose sericeus – which stands about 180cm tall and 
looks great against the cream brick wall of the house. The Ricketts 
have been here for 5 years and in that time they have ridded the 
garden of about 90 casuarinas but, at the same time, have lost 
about 40 hakeas. This garden is home to plenty of native plants and 
glossy, healthy cliveas adorn the eastern wall of the house.
New members were welcomed by the President and then it was 
down to the business of the day. 

Kay Stante from Pacific Palms 
Garden Club was the guest 
speaker and her topic was 
bush plants and bush tucker. 
Her family at Little Lake is self 
sufficient in all foods except for 
grains. Kay expressed concern 
for the current lack of diversity 
in agriculture whereby about 
12 plant species and 5 animal 

species feed the world when 300,000 different plant species are a 
possibility. Her favourite fruit is the quandong, a desert fruit. She 
showed a large sample of warrigal greens or New Zealand spinach 
which can be used in place of English spinach in all recipes. This 
plant needs blanching for use in salads but is used also in quiches, 
frittatas and pestos. Bugs don’t like it, it doesn’t require watering 

and it self-seeds. Kay showed the Davidson’s Plum, a gorgeous 
specimen tree, which produces loads of fruit from the bunches of 
flowers that form on the trunk of the tree. The plums are tart but 
are great in sauces, pies and jams. This plum is not vulnerable to 
fruit fly either. Other plants discussed included the native carrot, 
rosella, lemon aspen and lemon myrtle. Kay was thanked for her 
very interesting and informative presentation. 

Carmel Bartlett

Hallidays Point 
Netball Club
The Hallidays Point Andrews Gardner 
Netball Team are having a fine season 
so far and are up at the top of the 
competition table. The team consists of Halle Ford, Annabelle 
Nunn, April Cougle, Rosie White, Sara Higgins, Amber Gardner, 
Lillie Mae Geer, Giselle Black, and Edie Gillis. The team plays 
in the “Cadets” division and has been challenged by some fierce 
competition with many opponents being a couple of years older 
than some of our girls. The Cadets can be up to 17 years old and 
half of our team are only 13! 
In the mid court Halle Ford drives the attack down the court with 
her cocaptain Lilli Mae Geer. Rosie White adds to their strength 
with her long arms and speed across the court. These girls are a 
force to be reckoned with and consistently work hard to deliver 
the ball to the precise and competent shooters Sarah Higgins and 
Giselle Black. April Cougle stars as the Universal player with 100% 
effort whether she’s shooting goals or defending balls down the 
other end of the court. At the defence end Annabelle Nunn picks 
up intercepts as Wing Defence and the back line of Amber Gardner 
and Edie Gillis have been known to leave opposition attacks 

Black Head 
Longboarders
Well winter is well and truly here. July’s competition gathering was 
as the previous month’s comp being that it was a cool day W-SW 
winds with the blessing of a new good strong swell. 

These combinations and the new southerly swell lead us once again 
to the southern end of Diamond Beach for the July Longboarders’ 
comp with some great waves to be had.
With the return of some travelling members the gathering this 
month has seen a reasonable roll up with once again only the 
adventurous of us having a crack at some nice waves.
The cool temperatures together with the increasing strong swell 
has seen us run only one round for this month’s competition. Free 
surfing for those still able.
The old bones just can’t take what they used to be able to take, 
however those of us who had a crack have showed a healthy 
commitment to getting wet!!!!!
Once again and all in all it was a fun wave and a nice bit of swell for 
the continuing of the Winter season with a consistent good swell 
and so far some great banks.
Contact us on blackheadlongboarders@gmail.com and on 
face book Blackhead Longboards INC.!! New members always 
welcome.

See you in the water.

shaking in their shoes! These girls fight hard for their team and life 
difficult for any opposition attack.
Many thanks to the sponsors Andrews Gardner and parents for 
their support this year 
This is a seriously talented team and a pleasure to coach. Look out 
for Andrews Gardner in the Finals this year, we are planning on 
making it all the way!

Written by Carla Gillies
Hallidays Point Bakery 
under 12’s team are a group 
of budding young netballers 
who are not only team mates, 
but close friends outside 
of the game. It being the 
first year playing for some 
of them and also playing 
in a higher grade for their 
ages, they certainly have made an outstanding start to the season 
with a few wins and a few very close games making them fierce 
competition for their opponents, having just this weekend won 
both their half catch-up games against 2nd and 3rd on the ladder 
despite miserable weather. Each week brings newfound confidence 
from the girls with their amazing game skills as they begin to gel 
together as a team, working hard to keep the ball in their possession 
hoping for a successful goal each time. Having established their 
preferred positions they are also versatile to mix it up on game day, 
while continuously improving with the guidance and training from 
their coach Narene and the strong support network of cheerful 
family and friends on the sideline. Apart from all seriousness of the 
game, it’s clear to see from the laughter and joking between these 
girls that they are all doing something they love and are enjoying 
all aspects of playing netball together, with determination to play 
each game better then their last. Keep up the awesome work girls!
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Jim’s Our Unsung Hero of 
Surf Safety Awareness 
If you’re on Black Head 
Beach on a Saturday 
morning during the 
summer, chances are 
you’ve watched Jim 
Crookston conduct the 
Saturday Surf Awareness 
(SSA) activities in 
conjunction with 
Black Head Surf Club, 
MidCoast Council’s 
Ageing and Disability 
Services and About 
Inclusion.
Last week, our ‘unsung 
hero’ Jim was honoured 
at the Hunter Aged 
Care and Disability 
Achievement Awards 
after being nominated 
by MidCoast Council’s 
Ageing and Disability 
Services.  A finalist for the “Volunteer of the Year” award, Jim has 
been awarded a ‘highly commended’ for his unique work.
“The aim of the program is to provide a fun noncompetitive 
activity for people with a disability to be able to experience some 
surf and beach activities in a safe and supportive manner, based 
on existing surf lifesaving programs” said Council’s Coordinator of 
Ageing and Disability Services, Liz Green.
Jim has been involved with the program since its inception in the 
2007-08 season and has put in many hours co-ordinating this 
program with the services involved. 
“Participants enjoy water and land based surf lifesaving activities, 
with a mix of fun, fitness and education” said Jim.
On any given day participants enjoy warm up exercises and beach 
runs/walks, beach flag races, relay races, tug-of-war, wading races 
and kick board pool races.

Importantly, they also learn vital skills such as rescue and body 
board riding, lifesaving rescue methods with rescue board and 
tube, basic first aid and resuscitation methods and assisting in lift 
and carry rescues. 

“Often the SSA participants assist the surf lifesaving patrol 
of the day” added Jim.
Jim is ably assisted by Black Head Surf Club’s regular 
patrolling members - both Surf Rescue Certificate and 
Bronze medallion holders.  However, Jim’s tireless and 
selfless efforts have seen this program go from success to 
success.
Liz Green said “we thank Jim from the bottom of our 
hearts for the countless number of people he has trained in 
surf awareness over the last eight years.
“We are so pleased to be able to continue to support this 
fantastic activity for our clients and work with Jim and his 
wonderful program.  There are so many positive outcomes 
for everyone involved in the program. 
“The future possible opportunity from Jim’s program in 
supporting the full integration of people with a disability 
to be actively involved in surf patrol activities is exciting.”
Photo: Bronwyn and Jim Crookston, with Ageing and 
Disability Service staff members Sandra Davies and Jan 
Smeaton.


