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Diamond Beach Rural Fire Brigade Volunteers
Our Local Heroes!
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Private Family Home
Ideal Location - $575,000
• Set on level 949sqm Block
• Side access plus separate shed
• Large private yard
• Perfect for all the family

6559 3230
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Absolute Beachfront!
$729,000
• Beach & ocean views at your
back door
• Open plan living
• Decks at top and bottom
• 3 bedrooms plus rumpus

3

2

As New Home
$729,000
• Large bedrooms upstairs with
ensuite to the main bedroom
• North facing at rear with fully
fenced yard
• Easy stroll to patrolled beach
and shops

hallidayspoint.ljhooker.com.au

-

-

-

Diamond Beach
$255,000
• Set on over 650sqm block
• Level easy to build on vacant
block of land in Diamond Beach
• Short walk to the shops, 5
minute drive to the post office
and supermarket.

Shop 3 Village Square, Hallidays Point
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Diamond Beach
Rural Fire Brigade

Both State and Federal Government have provided assistance and the
following links give detail:
• www.ruralaid.org.au/ • www.raa.nsw.gov.au/grants • www.raa.nsw.gov.au/loans

On behalf of everyone at our Diamond Beach Fire Station we
would like to thank all those people that have donated food,
drinks and money to our brigade during and after the fires
that raced through Hallidays Point, Darawank, Tuncurry and Forster. Your
support and donations are very much appreciated.
We hope a lot of people now know how important it is to be ready for fires
at any time, have your fire plan ready, know what you intend to do if a fire is
coming near you and keep your family safe.
Leo Fransen - Ph: 0428 222 065
Diamond Beach Community Engagement Officer

Community
Thank You
Fundraiser!

Money Matters

Hosted by Club Blackhead
Saturday, December 14, 2019
at 12 PM
For Information, Contact Brad Grant

0439 221 622

Assistance to Victims of Recent Fires
& How Those Not Affected Can Help

There will no doubt be many what if ’s in the aftermath of the recent fires
and the continued threat that is posed and hopefully a catalyst for change where it is needed.
However, there are many innocents suffering both financially and emotionally.
Amongst the areas impacted, the small close -knit community of Bobin has been devastated
with 18 homes lost.
I was informed that 700 people took up residence in Club Taree due to evacuations as an
example of the human toll from around the area, in the first days of the emergency.

How can the unaffected help?
Both Rotary and Lions are seeking donations independently but will be working together when
it comes to distribution of funds raised.
Donations can be made via Lions at www.gofundme.com
Tax deductible contributions to Lions referencing Taree area Fires can be made via

givenow.com.au/australianlionsfoundation
Rotary can be accessed via https://donations.rawcs.com.au/41-2019-20@
RotaryMidCoastBushfireAppeal ( Facebook)

www.

The Rotary appeal is registered as a Rotary Compassionate Grant and as such donations are tax
deductible.
While there is assistance available to victims, including insurance claims, not all are in that
position and for most, there is immediate assistance needed.
There are no doubt other appeals established but these are two that I have personal knowledge
of due to membership of both Lions and Rotary.

Financial Institutions and Life Company Show Compassion
Victims of the fire emergency can contact their mortgage providers and insurers such as life and
income protection, for relief such as suspension of mortgage repayments and life premiums.
Most institutions are offering that type assistance or at least have capacity for relief.
That action can take some of the financial strain, while assistance from agencies and insurance
claims are processed and avoid arrears occurring.
Victims of Fire would be well advised to enquire with their general insurers (Home & Contents)
to determine if temporary accommodation cost and payment for loss of food (e.g refrigerator
spoils) is immediately available. Loss of food might also be claimable where electricity was cut
off for an extended period causing registration spoils.
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•

www.fairwork.gov.au/how-we-will-help/templates-and-guides/fact-sheets/
rights-and-obligations/employment-conditions-during-natural-disastersand-emergencies

•

www.humanservices.gov.au/individuals/services/centrelink/nsw-bushfiresseptember-2019-australian-government-disaster-recovery-payment

•

www.emergency.nsw.gov.au/Pages/for-the-community/disaster-assistance/
disaster-assistance.aspx

Assistance is available from Human Services when:
• you have been seriously injured
• you're the immediate family member of an Australian citizen or resident
who died
• your principle place of residence has been destroyed or must be
demolished
• the interior of your principal place of residence has sustained major
damage
• damage from the fire has exposed the interior of your principal place of
residence to the elements
• your principle place of residence has been declared structurally unsound
• the interior of your residence has been affected by sewerage contamination
• you're the principal carer of a dependent child who has experienced any
of the above.
BlazeAid: This organisation does a great job in assisting farmers by removing
burnt fences. There is a team at the moment working from Wingham Show
ground Call 0418 745 994 or 0488 414 368 for further information about
becoming a volunteer.
Farmers seeking assistance are also encouraged to call the above numbers to
register for BlazeAid assistance. • https://blazeaid.com.au/

Gratitude

There have been numerous stories of gratitude to the fire fighters and
emergency personnel and no words will ever be enough to express the
admiration and thanks of many, for stopping what could have been a far
greater disaster had it not been for the tenacity and bravery of those who did
their part and continue to do so.

Happy Christmas

To all the Hallidays Point News of Our World readers and especially those
who read “Money Matters”. Let’s hope 2020 brings much cheer, with some
decent rain, no fires and for some a fresh start and hope for the future.
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Nominate Your MidCoast Heroes

With MidCoast Council’s inaugural Regional Australia Day Ceremony just
weeks away, it’s time to nominate that special person or group who deserves
MidCoast-wide honours.
For the first time, Council will acknowledge Australia Day award-winners from
across the entire region, recognising their achievements at a single, unified
civic ceremony. And in another first for the region, MidCoast’s Australia Day
will be part of something much bigger, with the recent announcement that
the region will host the renowned Saltwater Freshwater Festival on Australia
Day in 2020.
“This will mark an exciting change in direction in how we celebrate Australia
Day on the MidCoast, one that I believe bodes well for the future,” said
MidCoast Council Mayor, David West.
The new direction means new citizens will be welcomed to the MidCoast
and esteemed award recipients will be acknowledged, through a single
civic ceremony. Categories for awards will take in nominations from across
the MidCoast and include Citizen of the Year, Young Citizen of the Year,
Sportsperson of the Year, Activity/Event of the Year, Volunteer of the Year and
the Cultural Award.
Nominations are now open, and forms can be accessed on Council’s website
or by calling in to one of Council’s offices.
“We have a strong history of recognising the many incredible individuals and
groups who all contribute to make this region a better place for everyone to
live,” said Cr West.
“I’m excited that the entire region will get to know their Citizen of the Year,
their Volunteer of the Year, and deserving award recipients across all six
categories, it’s a huge honour.
“Consolidating our official celebrations is about unity and embracing the
strengths across our whole region. As always, local groups and communities
are encouraged and will be supported to host their annual Australia Day
activities at a local level.”
Completed nomination forms and associated information must be received
by 4pm on Wednesday 8 January 2020 and can be submitted via email to
taree@midcoast.nsw.gov.au, lodged at a Council Customer Service Counter
or posted to MidCoast Council PO Box 482, Taree NSW 2430.
“I look forward to blending our Australia Day formalities with the beautiful
cultural celebration that is the Saltwater Freshwater Festival,” Cr West added.
“It’s going to be a wonderful celebration.”
Visit www.midcoast.nsw.gov.au/australiaday for more information on award
categories, and how to submit your nominations.
For more information about the Saltwater Freshwater Festival, visit www.
saltwaterfreshwater.com.au
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MID NORTH COAST

PENSION AND AGED CARE

FINANCIAL SOLUTIONS PTY LTD

We provide compassion and
help during the Aged Care
and Pension process
Pension & Aged Care
Claims Completion
Aged Care Funding Solutions
Liaison with families, legal adviser
and aged care provider

Phone 6515 1122
www.mncpacs.com.au

Editor's Comment on Fire Break
Controversy at Club Blackhead

There is often two sides to every story or event. I have received a detailed complaint on behalf of
some local residents about the attempt to make a fire break bordering the southern side of the
Club House of Club Blackhead (Black Head Bowling Club). The clearing was commenced on
the 13th November by contractors engaged by Club Blackhead. On witnessing the start of this
work, several residents contacted MidCoast Council who dispatched a Compliance Officer and
Ranger who immediately stopped the work, declaring it to be illegal as the area being cleared
was on Crown Land and listed as protected vegetation.
I have since spoken with the Secretary Manager of Club Blackhead and also a member of the
Club's Board of Directors asking for an explanation for their actions. They had no hesitation in
explaining their reasoning to me in detail.
At a public MidCoast Council meeting with residents of Hallidays Point held on Tuesday 19th
November at Black Head SLSC it became clear that there is confusion about who is responsible
for giving permission or making decisions to create a fire break on Crown Land reserves. On
the surface, it appears that Council are the managers but State Government is the authority.
Club Blackhead (Black Head Bowling Club) and Black Head SLSC Club are both nominated as
evacuation points in the case of bushfire emergency.
I have decided to hold off articles on this particular issue until there is a 'clearing of the air'
at the local Bushfire De-Brief Meeting to be held on the 11th December as detailed in the
following CLAPA article.
Ed

Hallidays Point Community
Liaison and Progress
Association Inc. CLAPA
Bush Fire De- Brief Meeting

INFORMATION GUIDE

Issued 25 November 2019
Manning / Great Lakes, Gloucester, Stroud
and Bulahdelah

SEVERE
RESTRICTIONS

NOW IN FORCE*
There is a total ban on all outdoor water use

Residential

Only use buckets or watering cans
containing recycled or grey water on
gardens.

Public areas

Parks, gardens & non-active playing surfaces:
recycled water only
Active playing areas:
total ban on irrigation systems

No hand-held hoses, sprinklers or
garden irrigation systems.
No car or boat washing.
No swimming pool top-ups with town
water, consult your pool supplier
for advice on managing your pool
equipment.
Boat motor flushing is only permitted
for 3 minutes, preferably using a
container to recycle the flushing water.

Stay updated on current
restrictions and latest news
about restrictions on the
website link below.

Bowling greens & golf courses:
recycled water only
Garden ponds and fountains:
total ban
Public swimming pool top-ups:
permitted with water-use reduction measures

Save water inside too!
While not part of Level 4 restrictions, please
be water-wise and consider how you can save
water indoors too!
•

Check you have no dripping taps or
plumbing leaks.

•

Run full loads of washing, or adjust the
water level on the washing machine.

•

Limit showers to 2 -3 minutes.

There’s loads more tips on our website at:
midcoast.nsw.gov.au/watersaving

* Water Restriction levels current on the date printed above. Please check the website below for updates to water restrictions.

midcoast.nsw.gov.au/waterrestrictions

CLAPA have issued an invitation to Rural Fire Service and our own Bush Fire Brigade to
address the local community on a range of subjects.
The public meeting is to be held on Wednesday December 11th 6pm at the Surf Club.
There have also been acceptances of the invitation from some elected members of Mid Coast
Council.
The main purpose of the meeting is educational but there are a range of issues that this
community need to consider.
The local fire service need support and just how we can help will be discussed and fleshed out.
We need to understand what the various emergency meanings are, how to react, who should
react and what steps can be taken to prevent, protect or if necessary, safely evacuate.
There are many other issues that have been identified that can be listed at the meeting for
further follow up.
It is CLAPA’s hope that a community lead plan might evolve in conjunction with our local bush
fire brigade and Rural Fire Service, that recognises and lists risk issues, including members of
the community with health or mobility issues, and how those collective risks can be managed
by us as a community in the event of future potentially catastrophic fire emergencies.
Other factors such as vehicular access and vegetation management that will need action from
Local and State Government, are also likely to be listed as subjects for further discussion as risk
management issues.

Water Saving Hints

With more severe water restrictions likely, let’s keep adding novel ideas to a how to save water
list.
While many are obvious, here are some ideas which readers might like to add to and share over
coming editions;
1. Wash up by hand rather than dishwasher.
2. Save containers such as plastic milk containers.
3. After washing up by hand, empty the suds into the milk containers and use that water
plants or other re-use, such as first wash of really dirty plates.
4. Have a bucket or plastic tub in the shower. Capture first cold water, then have a short
shower standing in the tub. Use that saved water on plants, bucket wash of a car or as a
toilet flush.
5. Don’t run tap while cleaning teeth!!! (farm kids grew up with that one !!!)
Alan Tickle, President
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Anzac Memorial

'Saluting Their Service' Grant

Hallidays Point Lions Club have been successful
in their application for a Department of Veterans
Affairs ‘Saluting Their Service‘ grant to complete the Hallidays Point Anzac
Memorial project.
Our local Federal MP Dr David Gillespie will formally announce the $23,000
grant when he visits our community in the near future on a date to be
announced. A full-size mock-up of the memorial will be on display.
Following Midcoast Council’s community feedback sessions conducted online and at the ‘Pop Up’ during September a report is being compiled for
council.
Paul De Szell, Director Liveable Communities, MidCoast Council has advised
that the report in relation to the survey work undertaken regarding the
Hallidays Point Anzac Memorial will be presented to the elected Council at its
meeting in mid-December for a final decision.
On receipt of funding and council’s approval Lions Club and the Anzac Day
committee will endeavour to complete the memorial prior to Anzac Day, April
2020.
Following suggestions put forward during the survey process we have sought
advice on the wording and insignia to be engraved on the memorial.
When complete the memorial will be registered on the Department of Veteran
Affairs ‘Places of Pride’ National Register of War Memorials. This will provide
special protection for the site.
The grant includes funding for an external speaker system to cover the roadway
from the Surf Club to the Ocean Pool. The audio system will permit public
safety warnings to be broadcast as required by the Surf Club and for use at
major events such as Australia Day and Anzac Day ceremonies. Lions Club are
working with Surf Club for installation of the system.
David O’Hara. Hallidays Point Lions Club.
Chairman Anzac Day Committee

Four options were originally put forward as potential sites for the skatepark,
however two were quickly dismissed, leaving Diamond Park and Wylie
Breckenridge Park for Councillors to consider.
Extensive consultation has taken place at different times, by different groups
and although there is strong support for a skatepark at Hallidays Point, there
has never been an obvious agreement on location, according to Council’s
Director of Liveable Communities Paul De Szell.
In a report presented at the last council meeting, concerns raised by the
community, including impacts on flora and fauna, lack of parking, increased
noise, safety concerns, potential anti-social behaviour and lack of supervision,
were considered against both potential sites and Wylie Breckenridge stood out
to Councillors as the preferred location.
“This resolution provides us with a clear way forward on delivering a skatepark
for the Hallidays Point community, when funding is able to be secured,” Mr
De Szell said.
“We understand that there is a section of the community who have raised valid
concerns and accept that no site is completely devoid of constraints, however
moving forward we’ll be working with all groups to ensure we can come up
with a solution that works for everyone.
“Projects like these take time, planning and consultation and all of this needs
to be done to allow funding to be sought.”
As part of the resolution, Councillors have recommended staff continue to
work with the community in relation to establishing a skatepark at Wylie
Breckenridge Park, with a report to go back to Council for further discussion.

Skateboards:
Are They Really Perilous?

The Market Operator and Committee have done a fantastic job running the
Bazaar for 2 decades as the community watched it develop into the most
popular market in the area. Their very real concern regarding childhood safety
whilst skating is reflective of their ongoing interest in the community.
Orthopaedic trauma from skate boarding has been investigated thoroughly.
The results show a surprisingly safe sport; if you wear a helmet and skate in a
designated skatepark. The most common injuries by far, are to the hand/wrist,
skin, and ankle. Typically, less than 14% of these require hospital admission,
and less than 5% need orthopaedic manipulation. *
MidCoast Council has identified Wylie Breckenridge Park as its preferred Skating near cars raises the likelihood of and severity of injuries exponentially.
location for the establishment of a skatepark in the Hallidays Point area.
The risk of a significant multi-trauma affecting many organs of the body is
Council will be working with the skatepark support group and the organisers high. These always require hospital admission, often by helicopter. This is what
of Black Head Bazaar to mitigate any potential impacts that a skate park in the we face if our kids continue to skate in the Hallidays Point Shopping Centre car
park, along Black Head Road and along Cooinda Street during the markets.
area may have on the bazaar.
Continued on Page 6

A Step Closer to a Skatepark
at Hallidays Point
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Continued from Page 5
This risk is real and exists now.
As outlined in the Market Committee’s letter, the critical thing is to keep kids and cars apart.
The addition of a skatepark in Wylie Breckenridge Park would quarantine the skating kids to
an area completely devoid of vehicles; cars can’t be driven onto the skatepark surface. The kids
can’t skate where the cars are parked as it is just grass; their skateboard wheels don’t work. The
aim of separating kids from cars has been easily achieved.
It is sensible to raise concern about the “big impact on how the market is organised”. The
Skatepark will, however, have no impact on the market stalls apart from increasing the number
of people attending. Parents know if they attend the Bazaar their kids will be safe left in the
skatepark, while they are left to enjoy the markets unhindered. It may reduce some car spaces
but many markets like Tuncurry and Forster don’t have a designated parking area.
The Committee state “We are very aware that this will create a very dangerous situation for the
children at the skate park” but this is the situation we have now. The answer is to put the kids in
their skatepark where they will be safe; the cars can’t drive on the Skatepark and the kids can’t
skate on the grass.
Much has been said regarding risk and liability, it seems the only insurance mandated by Council
is on the Stall holders who have the usual requirement of public liability. The MidCoast Council
Market Policy (2019) is completely silent on any liability being placed on the market operator or
its committee. It’s illogical to think that a skatepark that is separate from the Markets, separate
from the grassed area where the cars occasionally park and that has nothing at all to do with the
Market Operator would somehow impose risk/liability upon them.
The letter closes by saying “The Bazaar is important to our community and council should
consider other options for the skate park before deciding our fate”. The only voice talking
about closing the markets is the Market Committee. The Council and the community want the
markets and the skatepark to co-exist, 9 days of the year. Other options have been considered
over a number of years and a number of consultations; I was President of the Sports Committee
when it was brought up last century. Wylie Breckenridge Park has been chosen as the site for
the Halliday’s Point Skatepark.
I have always found the Market Operator and The Market Committee genuine in their concern
for the community, as reflected by their interest in ensuring the safety of skating children. This
needs to be considered, not just for the 9 days of the markets, but all year round. The safety of
skating children can be easily met by supporting the Council’s and the community’s decision to
build a skatepark in Wylie Breckenridge Park. This has been shown time and time again to be
the best way of preventing a wrist fracture becoming a multi-trauma or worse. It achieves the
Market Committee’s very sensible aim of keeping the kids separate from the cars.
Dr Bruce White, Orthopaedic Surgeon
* Skateboards: Are they really perilous? A retrospective study from a district hospital
Ulfin Rethnam, 1 Rajam Sheeja Yesupalan,2 and Amit Sinha3 .
BMC Res Notes. 2008; 1: 59.: 10.1186/1756-0500-1-59 PMCID: PMC2526087PMID: 18710512

SAVE THE DATES
Diamond Beach Residents'
Christmas Party - Sun 7th December 5.30 'til 7pm at Diamond Beach Park
Bushfire De-Brief Meeting
Wed 11th December - 6.30pm at SLSC
Community Thank You to Fire Brigade
Fundraiser - Sat 14th December -12pm
Hosted by Club Blackhead
Carols in the Park
Sun 15th December - from 6.00pm
at Wylie Breckenridge Park
Red Head Residents' Christmas Party
Wed 18th December - from 6.00pm
at Red Head Reserve

Incredible Generosity
in Difficult Times!

Library hours for Christmas!

HALLIDAYS POINT BRANCH

Make sure you come and borrow some great
holiday reading material before 24 December.
The library will be closed from 2pm Tuesday
24 December until 10am on Monday 6 January.
We will give you a slightly longer loan period
to see you through the holidays.

Here and There

RENDEZVOUS
AT HOME
Our current Gallery exhibition is a diverse collection of paintings by talented artist Fred Bullen.
Fred’s previous exhibitions were very popular. So if you’re looking for a Christmas gift with a
difference, there are some great artworks to entice you. The exhibition runs from 2 December
until 24 January 2020.

Preschool Storytime and Baby Rhyme Time

Guess who’s coming to our Christmas party for storytime on Friday
13 December at 10.30am? (Hint! See the picture!) Our final session of
Baby Rhyme Time for 2019 will be Wednesday 4 December at 10.30am.
These programs will recommence in February 2020.
Summer Reading Club and School Holiday Program
The Summer Reading Club is here! This year’s theme is A Roomful of
Stories. Children aged 5-16 yrs are encouraged to come to the library
from 28 November to register or register on-line and then collect an
SRC pack from the library.
We have a great line-up of January school holiday activites planned this summer with the
program out from 28 November. Bookings are required for all school holiday activities, at www.
midcoastlibraries.com.au or pop into the library. Get in early, as sessions tend to book out
quickly.

Free Wi-Fi Available

Having family or friends visiting over Christmas who need access to the internet? Did you
know that the Library is a wireless hotspot? 4 hours free access per day or 500mb download, no
password needed! Available 24/7.

On Friday night 8th November, when the bushfires came so close to our home, we had to
evacuate. In the hours before we left, we had received so many offers for accommodation,
sometimes from people we hardly knew.
We decided to rent a cabin at the Secura Happy Hallidays Park at Black Head, because, well, you
know how it is especially when you get older: you value your privacy and your independence.
It was far after office hours, around 9.30 pm, but the Manager came out immediately when we
arrived. After spending the night there I went to check out the following morning and to my big
surprise I was told that there was no charge, because “this is what communities do for people in
need”, and “just make a donation to the Rural Fire Brigade”. I still can’t believe it!

Happy
Hallidays
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Thank you so much,
Greg and Liz Curry,
this was incredibly
generous and totally
unexpected.
We will never forget it!
Armand
& Anna Hamers,
Tallwoods

See you soon in the Library!!
Library Hours: Mon – Fri 10am – 5pm, Sat
10am – 12 noon.

Hallidays Point
Probus News

Due to the recent bushfire situation, we had to
cancel our meeting for November.
There will thus not be a Probus report for the December issue of the Hallidays Point News of
Our World. I trust that makes more room for someone else!
For more info please contact our President Ian Campbell on 0417 928 791
or cutloose08@hotmail.com
or our Secretary Norm Maberly-Smith on 0490 858 581 or nmaberlysmith@activ8.net.au.
Our club meets every first Tuesday of the month,
except in January, at the Black Head Surf Club, 9.30 for a 10 am start.

LYNX ELECTRIX

• Free quotes
• New homes and renovations
• All maintenance work
• Over 20 years experience
• Reliable and on time
Carl 0410 517 761 Lic no. 103849C

DIAMOND BEACH
BUTCHERY
@ Hallidays Point

Hi Everybody,
Don’t forget your Christmas Orders!

Traditional & Butcher’s Hams
All Pork Roasts
Fresh Turkeys
The Freshest Seafood Ever

All Orders Must Be In By 14th December!
Merry Christmas from
Wayne & Vonnie

Shop 8, Hallidays Point Village Centre

6559 2720
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Art in the Area

Fred Bullen – Tallwoods

As a non-golfer living at Tallwoods, Fred’s art is his retirement project
and it keeps him very busy. Not only painting his own works but also
arranging and hanging the work of fellow artists in the library every
month.
Fred told me; “I love to create a wide variety of subjects using an equally wide range of techniques,
and the end result gives me even more pleasure when I hear from a viewer that an artwork has
unlocked a memory for them. It could be the subject or the colours in the artwork or some
undefined combination that, in the eye and the heart of that individual viewer, means a lot”. And
he smiled when he added; “it also frees up room in my home gallery for the painting I finished
last week”.
Fred went on to give credit to his fellow artists and tutors; “learning
from whoever has the time and generosity to teach others art is
also doing a great community service. Painting doesn’t have to be a
solitary hobby; mixing with lots of other artists and talking about
art along with family, politics, health and life in general is good
therapy”.
Bush Rock Pool
The first works of Fred’s I saw were landscapes on canvas, but he has also developed his own
style and format of heavily textured ‘semi-abstracts’. He is
particularly inspired by the style and technique of well-known
artists such as Margaret Olley, Jeffrey Smart, Jackson Pollock
and their contemporaries. These influences are combined with
images of the bush and beach of the local area to produce an
individual artistic statement to hang on your wall.
I hope you enjoy Fred’s
work in the library
Beauty of the Bush
during December and
January. In addition, his gallery at 5 Lake View Way
Tallwoods is open to the public on the 1st Sunday of
the month and at other times by calling 0414 839 550
for an appointment. With over 50 artworks on display,
and many more ‘in the cupboard’, there’s bound to be
something which appeals to every viewer.
Treescape
Story by John Finnie

The World of Photography

Photography has been an important part of peoples’ lives since 1839. But
the desire to make permanent realistic images goes back hundreds of years
when inventors, tinkerers and even Leonardo da Vinci reasoned that there
must be a way of making permanent the soft images created by the Camera
Obscura. They of course had to sketch the image onto waxed paper. So a
caution to those of us who might have a really good idea – it will take some Ernemann 1922
time before that idea becomes a fact, if ever.
The love of image making by humans goes back thousands of years,
from rock carvings to cave painters, to paint artists, sculptors and in
the last 180-years the really big one, photography.
We are all so fascinated by the world we inhabit we very much enjoy
capturing our surroundings and the most convenient and enjoyable
way of doing that for most of us is via photography. Every photograph
captures a moment in history.
We not only use photography to record what we see we use it to express
ourselves in a unique way and as a means of communication– it can
1863 Am Civil War become a very creative process. It can also be a very addictive medium.
Conf soldier FP

Liz Bridges is Your Local Travel Agent

relax…

knowing that all your travel
arrangements are being looked
after by an expert who cares

Happy
Christmas
&
Best Wishes
for 2020

with the experience to arrange your perfect
holiday, group activity or business travel.
Contact me to discuss any of
your travel plans for 2020

Elizabeth Bridges

TRAVEL COUNSELLOR
6559 2771
or
0407 182 123

elizabeth.bridges@travelcounsellors.com.au
www.travelcounsellors.com.au/elizabeth.bridges
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Photography, since its inception has been
a great tool for news, entertainment,
science, education, medicine, research,
travel, advertising and many other
human endeavours.
As we are all affected by an image – any
image – much more than the written or
spoken word, images are a vital part of
Neil Armstrong on the Moon
our culture.
The exception to the power of the spoken word is when talented orators use
words to create memorable images in our minds. Their words were crafted to
become images, like many good authors are able to do. Like great photographs
and paintings, there is a high degree of recall, such is the emotional impact.
From Julius Caesar to Abraham Lincoln to Winston Churchill and hundreds
of other gifted speakers the world has been fortunate enough to have
experienced, they have all used images to create a lasting impression.
Image making today is in the hands of almost everyone – all age groups;
all income groups. How things have changed; around 1840 in the age of
daguerreotypes (as they were called) photography was a very expensive and
time-consuming (and at times dangerous) process due to mercury vapours.
No reprints; no enlargements. Just the original image, and an early death for
some leading photographers until they figured out the problem.
This column though is not designed to be purely historical, however an
understanding of the background to anything increases our capacity to
integrate the facts into our database of knowledge and therefore be more
professional in the final outcomes.
In future columns I will delve into such things as understanding light, how
cameras really work, and how to use all of the specialised controls on modern
cameras. I will no doubt bust some modern myths....
Alan Small, Taree Camera House

Hallidays Point Senior
Citizens Assoc.

We’ve arrived back from our jaunt to The Entrance safe and sound. We started
off on Tuesday 5th after collecting everyone and headed south to the Hunter
Region Botanic Gardens for a look around (especially the orchids) and have
lunch. We then made our way to The Entrance in time to book into our motel
and travel on to the Diggers RSL for dinner.
On Wednesday, we headed down to Brooklyn to board the ferry and enjoy the
Riverboat Postman’s Run. The day was glorious, the water as calm as could be,
morning tea and lunch were delicious, we couldn’t get over how beautiful and

serene it was on the Hawkesbury. We met the dog who greets the ferry and
collects the mail. We travelled back to our motel and relaxed before enjoying
a BBQ for dinner that evening.
Thursday we were off again to Gosford for another cruise this time around
Brisbane Waters. Did you know that at one spot 5 bodies of water meet?
Pittwater, the Tasman Sea, Brisbane Waters, Hawkesbury and somewhere else
– a good trivia question. After our cruise we enjoyed high tea with far too
much food for lunch, then off to watch the pelicans being fed at The Entrance.
On Friday it was time to pack up and return home. All in all a lovely break,
great company and my thanks to Peter and Ilona for driving us safely around.
Don’t forget to put your name on the notice board to attend the Christmas
Party on Tuesday 10 December. It’s always a good time with plenty of delicious
food.
The final bus trip for the year will be on Thursday 12 December to Tea Gardens
for a ferry trip to Nelson Bay. As I write, we have a full bus however, things
happen so if you are interested still put your name down.
Keep an eye on the board at the Community Centre to find out the date and
film we will be seeing this month.
Gail Phair

2020 Seniors Concert Series Announced

Member for Myall Lakes Stephen Bromhead has announced the dates for
the 2020 Myall Lakes Seniors Concert Series in Taree and Forster which are
being supported by the NSW Government’s Department of Communities
and Justice. The NSW Government will fund the 2020 Myall Lakes Seniors
Concert Series.
Mr Bromhead said that due to the overwhelming success of the last Seniors
Concerts, four free concerts will be held on:
Monday 16 March 2020 at 10.30 am and 2 pm in Club Taree
Tuesday 17 March 2020 at 10.30 am and 2 pm in Club Forster
Tickets for these free concerts will be available from Monday 6 January 2020
from Club Forster, Strand Street Forster and from MidCoast Council Office
in Pulteney Street Taree.
This year’s entertainment line-up will feature:
• Shelly White - Australian Vocal and Instrumental Entertainer of the Year.
• Al Showman - Comedian making audiences laugh from London to Cape
Town.
• Michael Montgomery – ‘World Star Quest’ Vocalist, and
• Jennifer Green – International vocalist and the Host with the most.
“I encourage all seniors in Myall Lakes to visit the ticket outlets early to
ensure they do not miss out on the free tickets to these world class shows,” Mr
Bromhead concluded.

Luxur y Homes from $360,000.
At this price, no other retirement village comes close.
CLOSE
CLOSE
CLOSE
CLOSE
CLOSE

TO
TO
TO
TO
TO

PERFECT.
BEACH.
IDYLLIC.
SHOPS.
FORSTER.

25m heated indoor pool & 5 star Recreation Centre.
Black Head beach is 7 minutes walk away.
The homes are all space, style & sheer luxury.
Shopping centre & café just across the road.
The services & amenities of Forster & Tuncurry are just 20 -25 minutes away.

Call Janine on 0439 485 940 for a tour
at 90 High St, Hallidays Point NSW 2430.
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Hallidays Point
Garden Club

The bushfires are the most recent topic of conversation amongst us all right now. The fires
came terrifyingly close to some of our members on the weekend of October 26/27th. Members
at Darawank and Tallwoods were seriously threatened that weekend but the fear was felt
throughout our entire area. Our unconditional thanks to our local rural fire services is loud and
clear, your service to the community was, is and will always be recognised and cheered.
But, some sad news. Our speaker at our October meeting at the Roberson’s, Andrew O’Sullivan,
has a two hectare property on the edge of the Tuncurry township and this has become covered
in charred rainforest in the recent Tuncurry fires. As this is his business and livelihood, this
is a devastating blow for Andrew. The Garden Club was to visit his property early next year.
Andrew reported that cabbage tree palms had exploded and the heat of the fire “literally melted
the pots off the plants” in a nearby nursery. “It looks like Armageddon,” he said on the Saturday
of the Tuncurry fire. The club’s sympathy goes out to Andrew at such a difficult and frightening
time. As we all are only too aware, summer has not even arrived yet so we can only guess at what
may be around the corner.
The October meeting was held at the
home of Greg Roberson in Heritage
Estate, Hallidays Point. Greg spoke about
his garden, advising they had owned it for
20 years with the front and sides of the
house garden being only about 12 months
old. Greg enjoys planning new projects
and involves family members and their
ideas. Much timber was removed and
sold but with enough large tree cover
remaining for dappled shade. He likes to
plant 20 to 50 of the same plant for effect
with cycads, bromeliads, ponytails, etc
and the garden is constantly evolving. A wisteria walkway is being planned as is a Balinese
garden and a large deck off the back of the house. Greg and Jessica were congratulated on all
their hard work and given a gift for hosting the meeting.
Andrew O’Sullivan was our guest speaker and spoke on recycling, an ideal subject for this
particular garden. Andrew spoke on worm farms and wicking beds. He explained and
demonstrated how to set up a wicking bed from worm farm trays. This method can go 4-6
weeks without watering once in place for growing vegetables. He was presented with a thank
you gift also.
Water restrictions are about to be increased so we all need to be aware of what they now are.
They will be very stringent with no watering/sprinkler/irrigations systems to be used at all and
only hand watering for 10 minutes on alternate days.
The November meeting was held at Graham and Lyn Saunders’ home. It was to have been at a
beautiful garden in Krambach, but the bushfires prevented that. Hopefully, we will visit Julia’s
garden next year. Raillie Douglas, a club member, lost her home, her father’s home, her shed and
her garden in the Hillville fire. Raillie’s loss and all the losses in the district are simply tragic. As
of November 20th, 54 arrests had been made of people under suspicion of deliberately lighting
fires across NSW since August. That is a staggering statistic.
There were 38 members present at the meeting with 7 apologies. One new member, Vicky, was
welcomed. 43 members and guests have paid to attend the Christmas Party at the Kranky Goat
on December 4th, but places are still available if required.
Graham gave a short report on the recent tour by 14 members to the Bathurst Spring Spectacular,
Mayfield Garden at Oberon and the Mt Wilson gardens. He said they had seen a lot of beautiful
plants that won’t grow here. The trip away was cut a little short as people were anxious to get
home as the fires had started in our area.
The Lyndons will again host their twilight barbecue on January 20th, 2020. Good numerology
there, Jenny and Bill. The March meeting will be a Plant and Produce Day.
Graham showed one coconut fibre block, available from a man at Black Head Bazaar, which,
when soaked in a large wheelbarrow, will expand enormously. When it is dug into the soil it will
keep the ground moist for quite a long time. He also showed the silvery Bird Scare tape which,
tied to trees, will scare away most of the birds who love to feed on the garden produce. This is
available from Bunnings. A local digger of bores charges about $2,800 to go down 10 metres in
search of water.
A donation of $1,000 towards bushfire recovery victims was agreed upon by the meeting.
New members introduced themselves. Warwick and Anne from Tathra have planted about 500
plants on their 11/4 acres at Seascape. Wayne and Hazel moved into the area about 2 years ago
and expressed their appreciation of the friendliness of the people of this area. Beryl is a new
arrival from Sydney and is happily developing a smaller garden than she is used to at Halliday
Shores.
For Garden Club enquiries contact Annie Mayne on 6559 2570
or annietheaussie@bigpond.com
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Michael Dekel
Hallidays Point
Taekwondo Club

Michael Dekel established the Hallidays Point Taekwondo
Club in February 2016 with the first lessons held at
the Hallidays Point Primary School Hall with twenty
enthusiastic kids mainly from the primary school eager
to learn from this second dan instructor. About four years
later the club has moved to the Church Hall in Diamond
Beach Road with a diverse range of students from primary
school age through to adults. Michael has done a remarkable job at not only
training these young kids in the skills of Taekwondo and other mixed martial
arts techniques but importantly growing their self-confidence and physical
stamina.
But who is Michael Dekel? This is indeed and interesting story. Michael
was born Haifa in Israel where Gene Simmonds from Kiss also hailed from.
Michael’s parents had arrived in Israel as unaccompanied minors from
Romania in 1946. To signal a fresh start in a new country Michael’s father
changed his surname from Makowicz to Dekel which means Palm Trees in
Hebrew. His parents tried to provide a stable environment for Michael and
his siblings to contrast with their own chaotic upbringing, however Israel is
situated in a very unstable part of the world and Michael’s early memories
of primary school included regular emergency drills for evacuations to the
bomb shelter that lay underneath their classroom. Sure, enough in June 1967
during the 6-day war Michael and his classmates had to flee to the bomb
shelter but as Michael said they were not alarmed or concerned as they had
practiced for this event so many times. Preparation for an uncertain world
became a really important part of Michael's ethos from an early age and has
served him and his students well.
At high school Michael’s ambition was to become a fitter and turner,
however as for all young Israeli men and women, military conscription was
compulsory, and Michael spent from September 1974 to September 1977 in
the Israeli Defence Force. Again, Michael said that preparation was everything,
sometimes on missions they slept with their boots on and Uzi’s (Israeli submachine gun) under their pillows. This is one habit we hope Michael has left
behind in Israel! After the experience in the IDF Michael went onto working
in a Kubutz in upper Galilei on an avocado orchard describing it as one of the
most magnificent times of his life. This is where he met his wife Anne who
was an Australian volunteering at the Kubutz.
Michael and Anne moved back to Cessnock and went on to raise a family of

two girls and a boy. His first job in Australia was at a chicken farm that he
travelled to by riding a push bike. In 1986 he got a job at the Alcan smelter
at Tomago in the casting house and spent twenty-one years there. Michaels
interest in Taekwondo started when he took his son Shae to train at Lloyd
Clarke’s Taekwondo School in Newcastle in February 2001. After three
months of badgering by Lloyd, Michael finally joined in and as they say the
rest his history.
For those of us that have had the
privilege of training with Michael and
have seen our kids mentored by Michael
we are greatly benefiting from the life
lessons that he had learnt from his time
in Israel. Michael brings a strong sense
of leadership and discipline within the
class that the kids really respect but
it is tempered with a great sense of humour, fun and an ability to go over
a technique a million times if someone just isn’t getting something. The
philosophy for the class is:
• Talk if you will • Walk if you can • Run if you must • When all else fails
• Defend yourself
At the end of each financial year, the Hallidays Point News of Our World as a
project of the Lions Club of Hallidays Point makes donations to local worthy
causes out of surplus funds accrued from advertising revenue.
In recognition of the brilliant work Michael has achieved both with his
Tuesday and Thursday night classes and his work at the Hallidays Point
Primary School, his Taekwondo Club was recently awarded some funds to
purchase much needed equipment for the club including sparring gloves and
much needed mats to soften the falls on the hard wooden floor in the hall!
If anybody would like to know more about Michael’s Taekwondo Club, please
give Michael a call on 0406 803 388. He takes people of all sizes and shapes
and an age range from 10-120 years.
Story by Mitch Wilson
Pictured from L : R at the
presentation of funds:
• Noel McManus,
Lions Club President
• David O'Hara,
NoOW Secretary
• Clare Dunn, NoOW
Distribution Manager
• John Finnie,
NoOW Editor
• Michael Dekel, HP
Taekwondo Club

02 6554 1450

“Your Local Active Agents”
Don Gordon on 0490 790 371 & don@nabiacre.com
Cameron Steele on 0412 609 890 & sales@nabiacre.com

WANG WAUK
$640,000
4 Bedroom Brick Home on 100 Acres







Built-ins in all b/rooms, rumpus with own ensuite
Raked ceilings in lounge, combustion fireplace
Modern kitchen, spacious open living/family room
Double garage & workshop, 3 bay machinery shed
Divided into 6 paddocks, set of stock yards, 2 dams
About 30 minutes to Taree or Forster & the beach

RURAL

POSSUM BRUSH
$699,000
Federation Style Home On 10 Acres

NABIAC
$749,000
Country Style 4 B/R Home on 100 Acres







4 bedrooms, ensuite, built-in robes in all rooms
Polished timber floors, huge lounge area
Large galley kitchen, combustion fireplace
Large patio overlooking in-ground pool
6 bay machinery shed, separate studio, 5 dams
Only 5 mins to Nabiac, 25 mins to Forster/Taree

RESIDENTIAL

Shop 2 Village Green, Nabiac Street, Nabiac 2312

AUCTION








4 b/r’s, ensuite, and all with built-in robes, study
Formal dining r/m, lounge r/m with wood fireplace
Spacious kitchen and large walk through pantry
North facing verandah with valley views, 1 dam
Dbl lock-up garage and a 4 bay machinery shed
About 17 min to Forster/Taree, 3 hrs from Sydney

RENTALS
www.nabiacrealestate.com
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T h e L i ons C lub of Ha l li d ays Point
Bushfire Support

An Update of Activities

By the time this issue is published it is hoped that those needing assistance
with the bush fire recovery would have received some help (or at least
things are planned and being progressed). The Hallidays Point Lions Club
was in a position to assist some families and groups during the hectic
few weeks with clothing from the Op Shop and other donated clothes
from the community. We were able to organise a few collection points
President
with items being donated by our generous community. Boxes of nonNoel McManus
perishable food (donated by the community in the trolley at the front of
Foodworks) were presented to the Diamond Beach RFS to ensure they were well fed. The Lions
Club has packaged up some boxes to assist those who lost houses in the disaster and these are
being distributed at the appropriate time to the families.

•

social media has positive and negative impacts on the situation. On the
one hand some of the postings were misinformed. On the other hand, it
provided rapid responses and immediate advice to those concerned and
those wanting the latest information.
We were very fortunate that there were no deaths in our local area due to the
fires. Now is the time when we are encouraged to:
• join your local Rural Fire Service
• join the local HP News and Chat if you use Facebook
• volunteer in some capacity in our community
• appreciate what we have – our families, our community, our local area,
our lives.

Funding Provided by the
Hallidays Point Lions Op Shop

Thanks to the community for supporting our Op Shop. Your generous
donations to the shop throughout the year has enabled the Club to provide
financial and other assistance (clothing, household goods) to the recent
Bushfires victims as well as the many other causes throughout the year.
In the interests of transparency, there was a query about whether the funds
from the Op Shop are spent on the NYE Fireworks. The answer is NO!
No funds from the Op Shop goes toward the Fireworks display.

New Year's Eve 2019
Fireworks Cancellation

It was great to see many community members dropping in food and other supplies directly to
the fire station or to the firefighter’s homes. The visits by children to the station were special and
the drawings and other gifts put broad smiles on the firefighters’ faces.
There’s no doubt that the firefighters were thankful to the community for their generosity
and care. More importantly, we thank the firefighters for their tremendous work during the
crisis in very difficult circumstances. We are all in awe of the bravery, sacrifice, dedication and
commitment by our local and visiting firefighters. It’s difficult to put into words how much we
appreciate the firefighter’s efforts and the amount of respect we have for them.
Hallidays Point Lions Club made an immediate donation of $5000 to the Disaster Relief fund
(with additional funds set aside for further assistance to meet local needs). The Club also
provided money for Koalas in Care. Besides allocating their own money, the Club acted as
a collection point for other groups with money and other goods donated from community
members going to the specified groups nominated by the donors e.g. the Bobin community,
Koalas in Care. These donations have been passed on to those groups as requested. In addition,
individual members assisted families and organisations doing things like shifting livestock and
horses, carting supplies, offering assistance to the local RFS, assisting clean ups, cooking for the
firefighters etc. It is planned that the Lions Club will support other charitable organisations such
as Blaze Aid when fencing and other work commences at the burnt out properties.
The recent bushfire experience has reinforced and highlighted some truths about our community:
• we live in a fabulous, caring, kind and very generous community
• the community rally together in times of need
• we are willing to support each other (even extending that support to strangers)
• volunteers groups such as the RFS are vital components of our community
• the community value and respect the work of volunteers
• some (if not most) of us were pretty complacent until the fire disaster started (how many
of us glanced over or didn’t read the advice of the local RFS’s in previous issues of the
News of our World – re read the advice on p.10 of the October edition. The articles were
spot on and gave excellent advice (written by Leo Fransen (DB RFS) and Robyn King
(Rainbow Flat RFS).

As you know the Surf Club organise and conduct the Fireworks and it has
been announced that this year’s event has been cancelled out of respect to
those local families who lost their houses in the recent fires.
The Hallidays Point Lions Club organises the fund raising for the event but
it does not contribute any of its own money. The Lions Club provides the
personnel and organisation to collect the money throughout the year and
this is ably coordinated by Jim Frewin. Money raised for the NYE Fireworks
comes from special collection tins placed around various businesses and
localities throughout the area. Bucket drives were organised throughout the
year especially at the Tavern on grand final days, some designated chocolate
wheel spins raised money at the monthly Bazaar, and businesses also provide
donations for the event. Importantly, a significant amount is collected on the
actual night with many holiday makers and locals throwing cash into the
buckets carried around by Lions Club members.
Unfortunately, the money already collected cannot be redirected to the RFS
and Fire brigades. The money was specifically donated by various people
(including holiday makers) for the specific purpose of paying for the fireworks.
Our legal obligation is to provide that money for that specific purpose and
nothing else. Thus the considerable amount of money already collected will
be held over for the New Year's Eve 2020 fireworks.

Nominations for the Local
Citizen Of The Year

If you know of someone who has contributed significantly to the local
community over the past year and/or over many years, please take the
opportunity to nominate them by outlining their achievements. The Citizen
of the Year will be announced at the local 2020 Australia Day ceremony.
Please send your nominations for the local Citizen of the Year to:

secretary@hallidayspointlions.org.au

OR
The Secretary, Lions Club of Hallidays Point Inc
PO Box 5072, Hallidays Point. 2430.

Nominations Close 5pm on Tuesday 31 December 2019.

Community Dinners
If you weren’t able to attend the community dinners convened by the Lions
Club and would like to have the opportunity to inform the Club about your
organisation’s plans over the next few years and/or have suggestions about
how the Lions Club can assist you, please send an email outlining these to:
noel.mcmanus@hallidayspointlions.org.au
or to
secretary@hallidayspointlions.org.au

Planned Events
The members and other volunteers of the Lions Club will participate in
activities including:
• Date to be advised - Fund Raiser event hosted by Club Blackhead with
funds going to the various Rural Fire Services in the area. Thank the
Firefighters.
• Saturday 7 December - Diamond Beach Christmas Party - DB Park
from 5.30 to 7pm - cooking from 5pm. Sponsored by Diamond Beach
businesses with funds going to DB Rural Fire Service.
• Thursday 12 December - District Governor Dinner Meeting at Black
Head SLSC - 6.30 for 7pm.
• Sunday 15 December - Cooking for Carols in the Park. Wylie
Breckenridge Park - 6pm.
• 26 January 2020 –Australia Day breakfast 7 - 9 am held at Pool carpark
near Surf Club.
• 26 January 2020 – Fundraising barbecue – Vintage and Classic Car
Display – 9.30 am – 1pm. Wylie Breckenridge Park.
Noel McManus, President
The recent fires have seen some tragic
losses for some of our community
members. The Op Shop is a central point
for people wishing to donate. As there have been so many clothing donations,
we have decided to sell these through the shop and donate the money, as this
is needed now to help replace what has been lost. Cash donations are also
accepted through our disaster appeal collection box as well as money for burn
cream for the koalas.
Christmas items are beginning to appear in the shop. We have Christmas
trees, decorations, tableware, gifts, cards wrapping and all those lovely nonessentials. We are also selling Lions Christmas cakes and Puddings.
Lion Virginia Stewart, Op Shop Manager

MidCoast
Bushfire Relief
Taree Lions Club is coordinating this fund raiser with the funds going
directly LIONS District 201N1 for disaster relief.
Lets all work together to make a difference at this important time.
There has already been an overwhelming support from locals volunteering
their help through donations of clothing, food and temporary
accommodation. Our Lions Club members have been at places like Club
Taree and the Showgounds assisting those who were evacuated.

How Can You Help?

Lions would love it if you took a moment to check
out our GoFundMe campaign

Go to www.gofundme.com
1.
2.
3.

On the Home Page click on 'Discover'
Then click on Fundraisers
Then choose Taree MidCoast Bush Fire Relief
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Hallidays Point
Community Church

Many thanks to all who supported the recent Spring Fair
at the church. Funds raised went to drought relief and to
providing a rural community in Uganda with a small generator as a power
source.
The Christmas Season is upon us. Special features this year are:
• Kids Club Christmas event with Readers Theatre and carols accompanied
by chime bars. (Friday 29th Nov.)
• Advent Service Sunday 1st December at 5.00 featuring our newly formed
Barber Shop Quartet and a variety of participants. Potluck meal to follow.
• Advent services on the themes of Hope, Joy, Peace and Love with
dramatic presentations from a Farmer, Fisherman, Bride and Mother.
All are welcome each Sunday at 9am.
• Carols in the Park 15th December 6pm Wylie Breckenridge Park.
• Christmas Day service at 9 am. All welcome
The church welcomes people from a range of church and non-church
backgrounds who live in or visit the Hallidays Point community. Please feel
free to visit or make this your spiritual home.

The Rush, Lush
and Hush of Christmas

The RUSH of Christmas is on us – jobs to be finished,
presents to be bought, house to be cleaned, tree and
lights to go up, greetings sent, meals planned, cooking done … the list goes
on and time is running out!
Then will come the LUSH of Christmas – we’ll eat too much, drink too much,
spoil too much, socialise too much … at least we don’t have the SLUSH of
Christmas with slippery melting snow!
But how about the HUSH of Christmas? The carol writer in war time included
the line, “O hush your noise ye men of strife and hear the angels sing”. Will we
take the hush moment this Christmas? Perhaps to visit the manger in awe and
wonder. Here lies God become Man – the greatest gift ever given. We needed
a Saviour and God provided Himself as that sacrifice. May the Rush and the
Lush not rob us of the Hush.
The REV
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Our Natural World
with Geraldine

Hi John,
Thanks for the latest copy of NoOW, as always, I enjoyed the read.
I am travelling okay all things considered. I am now 9 chemo treatments
completed and 6 chemo treatments to go. I get tired easily and so have to pace
myself and in general food tastes terrible, which is a shame because I always
enjoyed my meals!
I still manage to get out for a short walk each day, Melbourne weather
permitting. I was very lucky the other day to spot three birds nesting, a Willy
Wagtail, a Magpie Lark in an upside down mud bowler hat and 2 young white
faced herons on a very badly built stick nest. Not bad in the heart of the city.
All the best to all my NoOW mates.
Geraldine

The Architectural Styles of Wasps

I walked into the garage the other day and in the back corner I could hear the
tell-tale buzz of a wasp busy building its latest nest. I thought you little “bast--d” what item are you clogging up with mud this time. In the past the crevices
in the frame of the golf buggy have been a favourite or on one occasion the air
intake of the mulcher.
These wasps are the Mud Daubers. The Mud Dauber
Wasp is a large black or dark brown wasp, banded with
yellow. It has a thin waist and long legs. In summer it is
often seen around wet soil, pools, bird baths as it collects
mud to make its nest. The female builds a mud nest
carrying small pellets of mud from damp soil. Several
cells are built next to each other in rows. Nests are common around houses
in sheds, garages and car ports. The adult wasp preys on spiders which it
paralyses and packs into each nest cell, then an egg is laid in the cell. The larva
eats the spider when the egg hatches. From what I have read there’s no need to
worry about being stung by mud daubers – unlike social
wasps they are not aggressive and are unlikely to sting if
you don’t touch them. Control is not necessary; instead
think of them as beneficial insects which help to keep
spider numbers in check.
Then there are the paper wasps which are a completely different kettle of fish.
Paper Wasps will readily attack and sting anyone approaching or disturbing
their nest. They have a painful sting and will attack any person approaching
or disturbing their nest. Jill can attest to this; she was busy cutting the hedge
outside the back door when she sliced the paper wasp nest in half. She threw
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the shears in the air and sprinted down the path yelling and flapping her hands while being
chased by a very anger swarm of wasps. I think the final count for bites was about 12! And yes,
the sting is very painful.
These slender wasps have long thin wings and are tan with darker bands
and some yellow markings on the face. Paper wasps are social wasps
forming small colonies of 12 to 20 individuals. They build a nest out of grey
papery material made from chewed up wood fibre and saliva. Nests are
often located under eaves, pergolas or in shrubs. The nest is cone-shaped,
becoming rounder as more cells are added. The nest has a maximum diameter of 10cm to 12cm
with numerous hexagonal cells visible underneath, some of the cells having white caps. An egg
is laid in each cell which hatches into a grub like larva. The adults feed the
larvae on chewed-up caterpillars caught by the adults. The cells are then
capped, and the larvae pupate inside. Adult paper wasps feed on nectar.
Most of the adult paper wasps die in winter, with a few hibernating to start
new colonies.
The wasps are just another fascinating part of nature’s rich tapestry.
Article by Geraldine first published in January 2016

Hallidays Point Public School

Our capable and amazing debating team,
consisting of; Charlie Keyte, Taia Shedden,
Ashlyn Johnson and Katie Rebbeck had a
win against Bulahdelah Public School in the
local primary school competition. The topic was "Flexible seating
in classrooms is beneficial for students." The team is still undefeated.
Congratulations! Mrs Powell

ENVIROWEEK 2019 AT HPPS

On Thursday 24th October the Waste Warriors organised lunchtime activities for
ENVIROWEEK. The students were able to choose various activities to participate in, including
Dot Painting, Australian Bird Count, Tree Observing and Making, Take 3 for the Sea Waste
Net, Scavenger Hunt, T-shirt Bag Making and Succulent Planting. Our Waste Warriors students
were responsible for planning and conducting activities.

It was a great effort on their part and super fun for all while learning about their environment.
Ms. McConnachie

0412 647 790
www.tuncurrycoaches.com.au

About Tuncurry Coach Tours: Tuncurry Coach Tours was established in 1990 and has been operating ever since from

the Forster Tuncurry area. We are family owned and operated, providing quality coach tours with friendly personal service. We specialise in
scenic day tours and short breaks as well as longer tours of up to fifteen days, for individuals, couples, seniors and groups.
April 2020
Quarantine Station & North Sydney
Day Trips
Wednesday 11th December 2019 Seniors & Retirees big day out Cruise (Port Mac)
Join us for our last day trip for 2019 cruising the beautiful
waterways around Port Macquarie. Enjoy a delicious buffet
style lunch and scrumptious dessert. Have a game of bingo
and trivia or just sit back and relax taking in the sights. Tour
Includes- 3 hour cruise around Port Macquarie, hot & cold buffet
lunch + dessert and games. Licensed bar.
Cost $75.00 per person

Live Shows

March 2020 Wednesday 11th - WarHorse
Hailed as a landmark
theatre event, War Horse
is a powerfully moving and
imaginative drama. Life-sized
puppets bring breathing,
galloping, charging horses
to thrilling life on stage. War
Horse tells the story of a young
boy and his horse during the outbreak of World War 1 and the
treacherous mission that must be endured to reunite them both.
Matinée show Lyric Theatre Sydney. Inc Dinner
Cost $150 per person

Tuesday 7th to Wed 8th
Royal Easter Show Sydney &
Reptile Park
Every year Sydney puts together
a show that has been attracting
people for 193 years and every
year it gets bigger and better. The Royal Easter show keeps
people coming back year after year and this year we are holding
an overnight trip that includes admission ticket to the day and
night session, accommodation at in Homebush so you can
come and go from the show as you please and entry to the
Australian Reptile Park the next day. This trip is one for all ages
and sure to get you into the Easter spirit.
Cost $380 per person Single add an extra $130

Overnight Trips

Cost $790 / Single Room extra $200

Hunter Valley Christmas Lights

12th-13th December 2019 - 2 Days & 1 Nights
Discover your inner child at the Hunter Valley Gardens by day
and night to take in the • Christmas Lights Display,
• Hunter Valley Cheese tastings, • Free time for shopping or
wine tasting at Pokolbin Village, • Tour Kurri Kurri town murals.
Cost $350 /Single add extra $70

5th-7th February 2020 - 3 Days & 2 Nights
North Head is the most historic icon of Sydney Harbour.
• Delve into WW11 history, • Walk in the footsteps of soldiers
who protected our shores above and below ground, • Enjoy fine
dining at The Boiler House Restaurant, • Take a ghost tour, • Visit
Manly Corso, • Tour Sydney’s Northern Beaches, • Visit Wyong
Milk Factory.
Cost $520 / Single Room extra $150

Discover the NSW
South Coast
25th to 29th Feb 2020
5 Days & 4 Nights

Come with us as we discover the
coastal beauty from Wollongong
to Jervis Bay. Highlights include: •
1 night at the Nan-Tien Temple, •
Kiama, • HARS Aviation Museum,
• Illawarra Fly Tree Tops Walk, •
Maunders Paddock to Plate Tour, •
Berry, • Jervis Bay Passage Cruise. This is the perfect way to
farewell summer.
Cost $1220 / Single Room extra $320

Come and See Our Display Each Month at Black Head Bazaar..!!!
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Fishing News

How capricious nature is! I was at golf at Tuncurry when
the fire at Darawank erupted. It swiftly developed into an
uncontrollable inferno, fanned by strong westerly winds
and blocking the Lakes Way my only conventional route
home to Black Head except via Bulahdelah, nearly two
hour drive from home. I decided to try the relative safe option along 9 Mile
Beach from Tuncurry in my 4x4 Suzuki. Half a dozen vehicles were bogged in
the first couple of hundred metres in soft sand like talcum powder.
The northern part of the beach was blanketed in smoke where the fire
had reached the dunes and was racing further north. For 2 kilometres the
vision was restricted to 20 metres and I had to drive along the water line for
orientation. The sand was black with ash and tongues of flame embraced a
third of the width of the beach. Ghostly silhouettes of kangaroos and wallabies
appeared in front of me, some burnt, some dead and even some in the water. I
was completely safe, as were several others who passed me going south.

Why capricious? Because the day previously it was utopia on 9Mile. I shuffled
about in the wet sand and was soon rewarded with a dozen or so pipis which
I used to catch 2 bream and 3 whiting up to 38 cm. To add to the idyllic
atmosphere, 3 pods of whales were showing off, frolicking and gambolling
south – the last of the stragglers heading home again. Where else on this
planet could you get your bait, catch your fish, be entertained without anyone
in sight for kilometres.
Similar stories of a few bream and whiting have been common, but one often
has to move about to find them. The Marriotts, while cleaning their quota of
trumpeter whiting (20 each) met a tourist who was doing likewise with a few
large bream and thumper sand whiting caught on the extreme north end of
Forster Beach on worms. Trumpeter whiting are still prevalent up Wallis Lake
and should be moving closer to the bridge now. As a variation most of your
fish would be smoked by the time you arrived home!!
Offshore reports have been scant because of the incessant winds with hardly
any respite. Water temperatures have fluctuated between 15 and 20 degrees
making for inconsistent returns. Luke Austen from Tuncurry Tackle stated
that abundant flathead to 50 cm were caught in close while a few snapper and
mack tuna were boated off Black Head. I saw a beautiful snapper around 4kg
speared off Diamond Reef in shallow water. The lucky spearfisherman said
they were plentiful.
The usually reliable numbers of blue swimmer and mud crabs have been very
scarce in both the Wallis Lake and Manning systems. A day or two of decent
rain would rectify this, increase prawn numbers and improve the fishing. The
fishermen’s adage “a drought on land is a drought at sea” has proved true.
The dramatic photograph taken near Diamond Reef on 9 Mile Beach looking
south depicts the ferocity of the fire and you can imagine the impact on the
wildlife. I was very concerned about the welfare of “my” sea eagles. Three trips
to the beach gave no solace but thankfully on the fourth day, one responded
to my signal from its usual perch. Hopefully, the other survived but there has
been no sign so far.
Good Fishing, Trevor
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Kiddies Hut

Fires at Diamond Beach, Black Head, Hallidays Point,
Tallwoods and the surrounds over the past few weeks
have affected many of the families of Kiddies Hut
at Diamond Beach. Many have been evacuated at
some time, many more than once as the fires got out
of control several times. Quite a few have had their
properties burnt or damaged. They are all eager to talk
about what they’ve seen and their feelings which is a fantastic way for young
children to work through this.
The other way is through voicing themselves through the creative arts: role
play, storytelling and drawing in particular which have been included widely
in our programs. Following the Darawank fire the children got busy making
cards, thank you signs, and cooking yummy treats each day which were
warmly received at the Diamond Beach RFS. The cards and signs are hung in
the station for the RFS members to reflect on before and after going out on the
job. I know I’m not alone in saying that the RFS have been incredible during
this time in protecting our lives and community. We can’t thank them enough
for all that they have done and continue to do! Forget Batman & Spider-Man...
these are real superheroes!!!

The disruption to home life during all this can take its toll on everyone and
we encourage families to reach out for support and help in our community.
There are a few great resources we’ve posted on our Facebook page which
you can access if you want info on what to do and say to children that can
help. We’re also only a phone call away should any local families need help
accessing relevant support agencies at any time. Our thoughts go out to all
those affected by the fires, particularly those who’ve lost their homes or loved
ones.
Natalie Wilson
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Families to Benefit from New
Tresillian Centre!

Families with a baby or toddler are set to
benefit from the opening of the Tresillian
in Manning Family Care Centre in Taree.
Mr Bromhead was joined by the Minister
for Education and Early Childhood, The
Hon Sarah Mitchell MLC at the official
opening.
Originating in Sydney, Tresillian has over
100 years of trusted experience caring for
generations of Australian families during the early years of their child’s life.
Mr Bromhead said ‘Tresillian is Australia’s largest early parenting organisation
and we are excited that our local families now have direct access to their
expertise here in Taree. From today, parents of children aged up to 3 years can
access the invaluable advice and guidance of Tresillian on a range of parenting
issues including breastfeeding support, infant settling, toddler behaviour and
peri-natal anxiety and depression’.
Mr Robert Mills, Tresillian’s CEO, said ‘Tresillian’s early parenting programs
have transformed thousands of lives and we’re absolutely thrilled to be
opening this new Centre that will greatly benefit the families of Taree and
surrounding areas’.
Paul Craven, Executive Director Children, Young People and Families
Services, Hunter New England Local Health District added ‘The services
available to families include day services such as centre-based and home-based
consultations, group programs and Telehealth virtual consultations enabling
families living significant distances from Taree, the opportunity to access help
and support’. As Australia’s leading Early Parenting Organisation, Tresillian
has enjoyed an outstanding reputation for providing quality evidence based
advice and support to parents.
Tresillian offers an array of programs to help parents experiencing challenges
in the early parenting period whether this be an unsettled crying baby, early
childhood sleep difficulties, feeding problems or toddler behaviour, while
importantly focusing on the emotional wellbeing of the family as a whole.
Tresillian services are able to provide support for parents experiencing
postnatal depression and anxiety, helping to build the confidence of parents
to provide a nurturing environment for their young child.
Families seeking early parenting support can call Tresillian’s Parent’s Help
Line on 1300 272 736 for advice from a Tresillian nurse or chat online with
Tresillian Live Advice nurses, open 5pm to 11pm Monday to Friday. For
further advice, tips and support visit www.tresillian.org.au

Sixth Award for Excellence

Local residents, Dianne and Chris
Denton of Diamond Beach, were
thrilled to be announced winners of
the Tourism & Hospitality Award for
Excellence at the recent 2019 MidCoast
Business Awards.
Dianne and Chris are the owners of two
Diamond Beach holiday homes, dog
and horse friendly Sea Horse Diamond
Beach and wheelchair and dog friendly
Seafarers Diamond Beach.
This is the sixth award for Excellence that Dianne and Chris have won with
their holiday accommodation properties and the judges commented that "the
unique combination of facilities and attractions as worthy of note".

Tank’s Corner

Hi to all my “furever” friends, and from everyone at Diamond
Beach Veterinary Clinic, we wish you a Merry Christmas
and a fire free December. The fires in our district have
been alarming to all creatures (including humans) and we
are so very grateful to the work done by our local rural fire
service, manned by Volunteers and heroes, for their efforts
in keeping us safe wherever possible. If you know or see a “firee”, make sure
you tell them how proud and thankful you are for their efforts and time. Any
donations of any size to your local Rural Fire Brigade would be appropriate
and appreciated.
December is Christmas time with lots of goodies lying around, but make sure
your pet does not get into them, especially chocolates. Onion from BBQ’s
is the most common source of belly aches for us pets. Try using treats as a
reward for your pets, but make sure of its origin as some of the Chinese treats
have been implicated in a number of sick dogs. Australian made treats are OK
e.g. Vets best rewards. Heat is also a problem, so make sure that your pet has
shade and water and does not play itself into exhaustion. If your pet is affected
by heat, bathe its feet and tongue with cool water, which will help disperse
the heat as cats and dogs do not sweat like humans. Make sure that any toys
cannot be chewed up or swallowed and watch out for the squeaky apparatus in
toys being swallowed. I hope you all have a trouble free and happy Christmas.
Lots of Licks TANK (PS – don’t forget about our gallant RFS)
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Tallwoods Golf Club

Locals welcomed visitors to join this inaugural event that was a great success
thanks to Tallwoods Country Club, the Kranky Goat Restaurant and Mercedes
as well as the many volunteers and patrons.

Tallwoods Golf Course had a
narrow escape from the ferocious
fires during the last weekend of
October. For the first time ever the Saturday golf
competition was abandoned for the day due to fire
when the course was ordered to evacuate at 2.00
p.m.
This scary photo was taken by John Pearson from
Coastal View Drive overlooking Tallwoods Village
on the Saturday night. The Rural Fire Service
did a remarkable job in saving all four villages in
Hallidays Point that night.
When the wind restarted the fires on the Sunday
the brave firies and skilful pilots saved Tallwoods
again by dousing the flames with water drawn from
the nearby golf course lake.
Tallwoods Golf Club members live in many
locations besides Tallwoods Village including other
hotspots at Tuncurry, Darawank, Rainbow Flat,
Hallidays Shores and Diamond Beach. These unprecedented fire emergencies
have united communities.
Tallwoods Golf Club decided to donate all competition fees (doubled)
from the abandoned round and Tallwoods Veterans also made a substantial
donation to Diamond Beach R.F.S. in gratitude for their efforts.
The story doesn’t end there as two weeks later the fires struck again and golf was
abandoned again on Saturday the 9th of November. The Club Championships
were to have concluded over this weekend but at the time of writing they have
been postponed as we anxiously watch the sky for smoke and the immediate
future is uncertain. Some other big events did go ahead.

Road Repairs Near Completion

Thank You Firefighters

Volkswagen Scramble
T.G.C. hosted a qualifying round for this state-wide
event on Friday the 1st of November sponsored by
Taree Volkswagen, who put a selection of cars on
display with incentives to buy. Good prizes were
on offer and mostly won by visiting teams from
Port Macquarie and Wauchope.

Melbourne Cup Luncheon
New motor cars returned to Tallwoods on the 5th of November
when Mercedes sponsored a gala gourmet luncheon hosted by
Tallwoods Country Club and the Kranky Goat Restaurant.
There were even a few spots of rain hitting the parched fairways
and about half a million dollars-worth of luxury vehicles.
Keen golfers played a team 9 hole team ambrose event with
a shotgun start at 8.30 a.m. while others took their time to
prepare for the luncheon. The competition for best decorated table was keenly
contested with some eye-catching displays. Bill Bosley added to each person’s
table setting with his Vision brand ball and tees. Vision balls are aptly-named
high quality golf balls that are easy to see.
Mary Gleeson often gets a mention in this
column and once again she featured by winning
a prize at golf then changing into this exquisite
outfit that won her 1st prize in “Fashions on the
Field”. The prize was a dress that had featured
in a fashion parade, sponsored by “Sampson &
Delilah” in Forster.
Michael Elderfield and Craig Gouws (pictured) along with
Laurel Turner and Myrtle Styles also had a busy day in winning
the team ambrose event and a prize for their decorated table.
Michael and Craig quickly changed from golf gear to jockey
outfits that also caught the judge’s eye.
Besides the Cup, a highlight of the luncheon
was the fashion parade organised by TCC
owner Vivienne Sale and compered by Maxi Richards and
Gerri Pearson. Multi-skilled male model, Brian Pearson,
proved that you’re never too old to be stylish in many outfits,
including this golf ensemble. Brian then helped Bill Livermore
run sweeps that kept the numerous winners happy.

Lastly a thank you goes to the council for fixing the roundabout at the
Tallwoods entrance and reopening Grangewood Avenue where both the road
and the golf cart path had both collapsed during a downpour a while ago.
Actually a long while ago. We hope the new pipes get tested out soon.
Jeff Cutler, Club Captain

Black Head SLSC

The Surf Club’s 2019/2020 season is now fully
under way with weekend patrols and Sunday
Nippers. All club members needed to be financial
by October 31st.
October 26th is a significant date for two reasons.
It was the date of the 200 Club Draw but it was
also the start of the serious fire season for this area. That was the day of the
fires in Tuncurry and Darawank and was the harbinger of the terrible fires to
come. The Surf Club sends its thanks unreservedly to all those fire fighters
from our area and beyond for the work they have undertaken to fight the
fires. Sadly, many properties in our area have been lost or damaged and the
recovery period for many local people will be long and painful.

The 200 Club

•
•
•

•
•

1st Prize $2000 – Tkt 150
Garry Schumertl
2nd Prize $800 - Tkt 196
Louisa Willard
3rd Prize $400 – Tkt 52
Tom Hadwell
10 prizes of $100 each:
Tkt 29 Nigel and Louise Hudson
Tkt 30 Steven Bridges

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Tkt 35 Rachel Bridges
Tkt 62 james Duval
Tkt 75 Oscar Tuft
Tkt 92 Olga Sharpe
Tkt 101 Chris Scott
Tkt 124 Robert Nicholson
Tkt 164 Megan and Rob Visser
Tkt 193 Linda Marcollini

Chris Scott donated his prize back to the Club. There were 120 ticket holders
present on the day but some did have more than one ticket. There was an
estimated 180-200 people present for the draw but some had to leave early
because of the fires. The final figures had not been done at the time of writing
this report but it was expected that in excess of $2000 was raised.
A big thank you to the Lions for cooking the sausages and rissoles – thank you
to Noel McManus, Jim Frewin and your merry band of helpers on the day.
Bob Coupe sold an amazing 34 tickets and donated the courtesy bus. Thank
you, Bob. But, the biggest thank you must go to Liz and Ron Bridges for the
organisation behind the first 200 Club Draw the Club has run for many years.

Liz Bridges & Ken Jones

Clean Up Team

A competition team is attending a surf carnival in Newcastle in November
so we wish them well and may have some good results to publish in the next
Newsletter.
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Hallidays Point
Netball Club

•

installing a temporary desalination plant to treat brackish water so it
can be used to supplement our existing supply.

Why change levels now?

Hallidays Point Netball Club would like to wish all our members, supporters
and families a lovely and safe Christmas break. Whilst our club might be
small, we have very much appreciated the community support this season.
In particular we would like to acknowledge the 2019 HPNC committee, team
coaches and managers who volunteered their time to ensure that our players
could compete each week. We are equally grateful to the following 2019
business sponsors, who generously supported our HPNC teams this year.
• A Stones Throw, Diamond Beach • FoodWorks Hallidays Point
• itravel Forster
• Diamond Beach Carpet
Cleaning and Pest Control
• MidCoast Sheds
• Blackbilt Construction
• The Point Bakery & Cafe
• Cellarbrations
at Diamond Beach

Moderate water restrictions started on 2 September. River flows have now
declined to the point where we have not been able to refill storages for some
time now. As a result our supply of available water is dropping, triggering the
need for Level 4 Severe restrictions.
In the case of Tea Gardens, the aquifer levels have dropped over recent
weeks. This combined with forecasts for dry conditions to continue through
December has prompted us to continue the Level 3 Very High restriction.

How can I help?
We need everyone to comply with water restrictions.
• Spread the word - apart from following restrictions yourself, you can
help by making sure your neighbours are aware too.
• You can explore more ways to save water at www.midcoast.nsw.gov.au/
watersaving
• Check if your workplace, school and the businesses you shop at, are
following restrictions - there is information on our website to help
everyone save water.
• If you are using rain water or bore water outdoors, put a good sign out
for everyone to see and tell your neighbours.

How can I keep up to date?
2019 HPNC Grand final
Champions Cellarbrations
Diamond Beach team

HPNC presentation U12’s
MidCoast Sheds team

Sporting clubs like HPNC, very much
rely on the effort and input from its
members who volunteer hours of
their time to enable competitions to
successfully run. Although we have
held our AGM, we welcome any new
members, players and volunteers, who
feel they can assist our club for the
HPNC presentation U10’s
2020 netball season. Please look to our
A Stones Throw team
HPNC Facebook page and website for
information on 2020 registrations which
will occur in February 2020) and general HPNC netball news.

Level 4 Water Restrictions
Now in Force

•

You can nominate here to receive our weekly news wrap email, which will
provide water restrictions updates, along with all Council's weekly news:
midcoast.nsw.gov.au/Part-of-your-everyday/Stay-updated
• Each Friday at 7.30am, tune into 2RE radio, where we will provide
updates on water restrictions.
• The most current information will be available on our website on the
water restrictions page above. We will also keep you informed via our
Facebook page. You can also check local newspapers, radio and TV and
look out for roadside electronic message boards.
Thank you - we greatly appreciate your efforts to pull together as one
community and get through this drought.
Regards, MidCoast Council.

The Threat to Water Security
Needs to be Discussed

We are facing an extremely severe
drought for our region, in fact the
worst in 75 years of river flow records.
Our rainfall has been the lowest in 130
years of data collection.
We will require everyone to assist in conserving water, so together we can get
through this drought.

As the threat of bushfires eases, possibly only temporarily, the associated
threat needs to be discussed; WATER SECURITY.
Unlike many regions that are experiencing prolonged drought, the Midcoast
area has only been drought affected for one year. 2017 and 2018 were average
rainfall years. While 2019 has been less than half the average, that is luxurious
compared to other communities. Yet we find ourselves in dire straits.
Water is far and away the number 1 infrastructure requirement. While poor
roads or unreliable electricity are an inconvenience, life cannot exist without
water. I fear that our Councillors have not grasped the magnitude of the
problem. This correspondence is designed to focus on the serious questions
that need to be addressed.

What are the current water restrictions?

1 Water supply and storage.

From Monday 25 November, Severe – Level 4 water restrictions will come
into force across the entire MidCoast region. The attached Fact Sheet outlines
what to do during water restrictions, and our information page has very
comprehensive information about water restrictions, including a Q and A
section: www.midcoast.nsw.gov.au/waterrestrictions

In a challenging climate the status quo of one year’s water supply will be
totally inadequate. What are the plans to ensure the area can cope with
extended drought conditions? Surely the plan should be to have 2-3 years
water storage otherwise business and agriculture in this region will be severely
handicapped, and residents will be penalised by inadequate provision of this
essential service.

What will happen next?
Weather is unpredictable, but using weather forecasts and our water usage
modelling, we anticipate that conditions may get worse before they get better.
We will be expanding the Nabiac borefield, so that we can increase the amount
of water from that source.
We have to face the possibility that some of our smaller water supplies,
especially Gloucester, may enter emergency restrictions. This has never
occurred before in our region.
We are making plans just in case emergency supplies need to be accessed.
These could involve:
• transporting water by road and rail to supply emergency provisions to
reservoirs and storages

2. Financial.
The economic pressure on Council will be enormous. Providing adequate
water supply for a growing region will be eye-wateringly expensive. At the
same time Midcoast Water is likely to see a substantial reduction in income.
How much of Midcoast Water’s income stream is derived from water
usage? Meanwhile costs are likely to increase if the proposed transportable
desalination unit becomes necessary. Without wishing to divert attention from
this issue, surely the money for the proposed Master’s site needs to be diverted
to water, not wasted on Councillors’ wishes in the face of overwhelming
community antagonism.
Continued on Page 20
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3. Growth.
It is my understanding that NSW State Planning has
directed Midcoast Council to provide a Development
Stategy that will provide for increased population in the
region. This may be an increase in 25,000 more homes of
various styles in the next 5 years. Over 50,000 more people
further increasing demand for a limited resource. Where is
the supply for that demand? Are we, the existing residents,
happy to see a drastic reduction in our quality of life
because of the ill-conceived plans of Sydney beaurecrats?
We need Council to address this water crisis as a matter of
urgency. The community needs to know what the plan is
for dramatically increased water storage to make the area
drought resistant, if not drought proof. We need to know
the cost and how Council intends to pay for this. Finally,
we need the Council to take an adversarial approach to the
NSW government. If State planning wants more housing
in this area when we don’t have adequate water supply for
the existing residents, then declare a moratorium on new
development until they provide money for increased water
supply. After all, the Premier saw no problem spending
hundreds of millions of our dollars rebuilding a Stadium
with no business case to support the decision. The business
case for water, on the other hand, is overflowing.
Col Tallis, Diamond Beach

MidCoast Council Declares
Climate Emergency

MidCoast Council has declared a climate emergency and
is calling on other levels of government to take clear steps
to avert a climate crisis.
The declaration recognises Council’s commitment to
mitigating the impacts of climate change over a number
of years.
“We join with 1,143 world-wide jurisdictions to declare
a climate emergency, and we are calling on the NSW and
Federal Governments to work in a bipartisan manner to
make clear, effective and unambiguous steps to avert a
climate crisis in NSW and Australia,” Mayor David West
said.
Council has recognised the imperative need to plan for
the unavoidable impacts of climate change, especially the
risk of inundation of low-lying areas, accelerated coastal
erosion, the reduction in average annual rainfall, stream
flow and water supply. As a result Council is developing a
risk-based Climate Change Policy and Action Plan.
The policy and action plan will have a dual approach –
to mitigate by managing and reducing greenhouse gas
emissions from Council’s operations and activities; and to
adapt Council practices and activities to reduce the impact
on public and private infrastructure, water supply, natural
systems and communities.
There are many actions Council has already undertaken to
mitigate climate change, including the monitoring of water
and energy consumption and carbon emissions, energy
audits and management plans for major facilities, solar
panels on public buildings, street lighting retrofits, carbon
sequestration (revegetation projects) and the development
of numerous strategies that address climate change.
“Our commitment to developing a Climate Change Policy,
and our declaration of a climate emergency formalises our
response to climate change and sends a clear message toCr
West said.
“We will be involving the community as we move forward
in the development of our action plan and strategy as
ultimately the decisions to be made are difficult, complex
and have financial implications both short and long term.”
our community that we take this issue extremely seriously,”
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Knight Time

A Crackle in the Air

Now I have not in recent times, been
visited by a vicar’s wife although one or
more would be most welcome to call at
any time!
I do accept that at this late stage of life due to my being
medically unfit to drive, my driving licence has been
properly withdrawn. This ensures for other road users,
a hope of a continuing accident free life. However, with
only one daily bus service, my free movement without
substantial support from friends is certainly restricted.
The enormous value and support from Community
Transport in Forster whilst available to all seniors, does
not alleviate my occasional needs for coffee, conversation,
bread, butter, toiletries, scripts etc. A small electric
meandering driverless mini village bus operating 9 am
daily e.g. from wherever to Black Head Village returning
the same way at noon on a ‘hail to stop’ system would fill
a gap! Local coffee outlets and the Library would surely
support such a dream?…it will arrive one day like it or not
when our exploding population demands it. After all if it
were driverless, I could drive it !
Getting on now. Obviously, I find reading
and writing a pleasure, so time never hangs
heavily on my hands largely because ever
since I first read Dickens, and AA Milne,
the latter attributed to Pooh Bear the
philosophical quote that “Sometimes I sits
and thinks and sometimes I just sits”! That
fits well within my psyche, even if occasionally this bear
has a sore head!
It can be quite dangerous to sit and think and let your
imagination come in to play. Why only now the unreasoned
thought occurs to me that with this planet’s population
currently approaching 8 billion, the administrative staff of
Heaven and Hell if existent, should be planning well ahead
for the Last judgement with at a guess, an expectation of
some 10 x 8 billion spirits present all being confused at
where they are and why !…. and you think the crowds at
airports during strikes are inconvenienced!
It is no wonder that multi universes came into cosmological
thinking. After all some of those billions may have grounds
for appeal!!
On the subject of the future, expect be excited when the
Sun finally will either expand to swallow Earth and having
done that will then shrink and die leaving temperatures
dropping to minuses well below zero. Anything may
happen in the expected 5 billion years before all that
happens. Before that though, the arrival of fleets of alien
immigrants from who knows where, and severe climate
change, will jolly things along! All of these might happen
worldwide, and I am uncertain whether means exist to let
us all know what is happening.
Try this on your party guests…it is after all only logic?
• All champagne is made from grapes
• All sauvignon blanc is made from grapes
• Therefore all sauvignon blanc is champagne.
Finally I always hope to leave you with a smile and so recall
a time in the days when I could do it, that I volunteered to
tar the roof of a friend’s shed. I was halfway through when
I slipped and fell flat on my face. The mix blackened my
whole front. Hearing the noise my friend looked up and
asked, ‘what happened? “I got up and began to tell him
when my feet once more shot from under me and I flipped
into the mess again !
You know said my friend drily, ‘you could have just told
me!
Tony

CATHY BROWN

Remedial Massage
Therapist
Do you suffer from any of the following?
• Headaches • Shoulder & neck pain
• Stress & tension • Muscle injuries
• Planter Fasciitis • Sciatica • Back pain

If so, then you will benefit from
Remedial Massage leading to:
• Reduced pain
• Decreased muscle tension
• Increased flexibility
1 hour massage $65
Oncology massage $55
Wed & Thur 9am - 5pm / Sat 9am - 1pm
Health fund rebates available
Appointments Ph: 0415 061 958
Tallwoods

Scooter
Electrical

& Property Maintenance

David Castle

Electrical Contractor License: 206137C

• Commercial
• Industrial
• Residential

ABN: 71060241783

PH:

0420 390 662

scooterelec77@outlook.com

PO Box 5171 Hallidays Point 2430
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There’s Plenty to do in Hallidays Point
Why Not Get Involved?
Hallidays Point Lions Club

Lions are an active part of this community
and are responsible for providing
many facilities & services in our area:

We Serve
• Lions Park • News of Our World
Secretary:
• Mens Shed • Australia Day Breakfast
Ray Piper
• Op Shop • Anzac Day Support
0438 396 049
www.hallidayspointlions.org.au
• Plus much more

Your Local Club
Supporting
Bowls & Sports
in Our Community

Join us and enjoy our many
activities and social events

6559 2923

Available for Functions and Events

Hallidays Point

SENIOR CITIZENS

Croquet
Cards / Games
500 @ Library
Bingo
Open Forum

Black Head Beach

8.30 am Mondays (Summer)
1.00 pm 2nd & 4th Mondays
1.00 pm 1st & 3rd Mondays
10.00 am 1st & 3rd Mondays
10.00 am 1st Wednesday

Tai Chi
Film
Poetry
Art
Bazaar Stall

Meet at Black Head SLSC every Wed & Thurs
10am - 4pm, bring your own lunch.
Learners & Quilters Welcome. Cost $5

Hallidays Point Probus
Interested in Joining?

Our club meets every first Tuesdayof the month (except January)
at Black Head SLSC - 9.40 for 10am start.
For more information contact Ian Campbell on 0417 928 791
e: cutloose08@hotmail.com
or Norm Maberly-Smith on 0490 858 581
e: amaberlysmith@active8.net.au

Monthly Trips
Further Information Phone Peta 0409 884 445

Black Head Surf Life Saving Club
For membership enquiries,
please contact Mark Hillyer on
6559 3453 or hillyer.5@bigpond.com

Hallidays Point
Play Group
Pre-School activities
& get together

Tuesdays, 9.30 - 11.30am
at the Community Church

Jessica Watt
0408 144 269

Hallidays Point Men’s Shed

is a Lions Club Project for Blokes
to do a bit of woodwork, carpentry, etc.
and chat with other like minded blokes.
We meet each Wednesday from 9am in the shed
behind the Community Church on Diamond Beach Rd.

BYO lunch. Cost $2. Contact Jack McDonald
on 6554 3368, 0411 481 892,
email gretamcd@tpg.com.au or just drop in to check us out.

Hallidays Point Sports Club

Hallidays Point Community Church

Sunday
Service 9.00am

Contact
Helen Bush
0419 734 934
Craft Group: Carol Wing 6559 2886
Over 55's Luncheons: Marion Blackley 6559 2738
Church ‘Mingles’: Carol Wing 6559 2886
Church Kids Club: Rhonda Gibson 6559 3357

Weprovideasafeandhealthy
environment toplay soccer andcricket
Contact Sandy Williams
0438 323 362

hpsc.soccer@gmail.com

TOFS

The “Touring Old Farts” is an organisation for retired or semi-retired men
We hold monthly outings to places of interest
We welcome visitors
on outings, and hope to see
more residents joining us
Contact: Don Sheffield 0408 672 242
or John Mead 0417 007 456

Manning Great Lakes
Riding for the Disabled

Riding Mon, Wed, Thur 9.00am - 4.00pm
2nd & 4th Sat, 9.00am - 4.00pm

Contact: Michelle Worth 6553 6467 or 0428 290 456
e: manning@rdansw.org.au

Contact Helen Bush: 0419 734 934
Services each Sunday at 9.00am
4th Sunday of each month - prayer and worship 5.00 pm
WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
KIDZ CLUB: Every second Friday. Look for the sign out the front.
School kids Yrs 3-6 3.30 pm - $4. Fun and activities with tea provided
MEN’S FELLOWSHIP: Friday 8.15 am. Prayer group for men.
CRAFT: Every second Wednesday 9.30-12’ish
Meet with other crafty people. Share ideas. BYO Craft - $3. Incl Morning Tea
OVER 55’S LUNCH 12-3pm
Anyone over 55 is welcome. 2 Course meal and afternoon tea.
Bingo. Pick up available if necessary. $8. Book if you are able on number above.

SENIOR CITIZENS

Cherylee Dee: 0412 516 451

8.00 am Tuesdays
3rd Tuesday - Time Varies
2.00 pm 1st & 3rd Mondays
9.30 am Fridays
1st Sunday of Month (Sept to May)

HALLIDAYS POINT
COMMUNITY CHURCH

Hallidays Point

Quilters

Baywood Drive Black Head
Over 55s Welcome
Our Activities Include:
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TELL YOUR FRIENDS
AROUND THE WORLD
View the Hallidays Point
News of Our World on line at:
www.hallidayspointnews.org

Croquet
Cards / Games
500 @ Library
Bingo
Open Forum
Tai Chi
Film
Poetry
Art
Bazaar Stall

Baywood Drive Black Head
Over 55s Welcome
Our Activities Include:

8.30 am Mondays (it changes in winter)
1.00 pm 2nd & 4th Mondays
1.00 pm 1st & 3rd Mondays
10.00 am 1st & 3rd Mondays
10.00 am 1st Wednesday
8.00 am Tuesdays
3rd Tuesday (time varies)
2.00 pm 1st & 3rd Mondays
9.30 am Fridays
1st Sunday of Month (Sept to May)

Monthly Trips
Further Information Phone Peta 0409 884 445

Hallidays Point Play Group

Hallidays Point Community Church, Diamond Beach Rd
Tuesdays 9.30am to 11.30am
Playgroup is a place for you and your children aged 0-6.
Playgroups offer a safe, relaxed environment where you
can find friendship and support. Children are
offered a variety of social, play and sensory experiences
that encourage learning and development.
You are welcome to experience two Playgroup sessions
before joining Playgroup NSW
Membership to Playgroup NSW covers your entire family.
Find us on Facebook - Search Hallidays Point Playgroup.

Hallidays Point Mens Shed

Invites Blokes to do a bit of woodwork, and chat with other like minded blokes
each Wednesday from 9am in the shed behind the Community Church on
Diamond Beach Road. BYO lunch. Cost $2.
Contact Jack McDonald on 6554 3368, or 0411 481 892,
email jack.mcdonald@hallidayspointlions.org.au

or just drop in to check us out.

Coast Evangelical Church Hallidays Service
Everyone’s Welcome!
Sundays 2pm - includes Kids Church
Hallidays Point Public School (Diamond Beach Rd)
More Info. www.coastec.net.au or Joel - 0433 792 450

Taree Bridge Club

We welcome experienced and beginner players.
Learn to play classes are available. Closest to Hallidays Point area.
For information: 0490 366 531
or tareebridgeclub@gmail.com.

HALLIDAYS POINT LANDCARE GROUP
Volunteers are always welcome to help
maintain our local environment.
Working bees at Black Head Mondays and Tuesdays
from 8.am until 11 am. - Contact Alan 0413 482 505
Seascape/Diamond Beach working bees
Fridays from 9.am to11am - Contact Tim 6559 2827

Hallidays Point Community Liaison & Progress Association

‘CLAPA’
Contact me for a Membership Application form to be part of our team
to review the Community Strategic Plan and gain improved facilities
for our area. Email is best – lynjohn4@bigpond.com
John Griffiths, Secretary

Hallidays Point Combined
Probus Club

Meets at the Black Head Surf Club on the
first Tuesday of each month (except January)
at 9.30 for 10.00am start.
New members and visitors are welcome to
join in fun and friendship.
Enquiries: Ian Campbell - 0417 928 791
e: cutloose08@hotmail.com
or: Norm Maberly-Smith - 0490 858 581
e: amaberlysmith@active8.net.au

TENNIS
You are invited to join
Black Head Tennis Club
in Wylie Breckenridge Park behind the Shopping Centre
Club Membership Categories:
Adult $40 - Family $100 - Junior $20 - Associates $15
Social Groups play weekdays and Saturday afternoons from 1.30 pm
Enquiries: Rhonda 0412 828 593 or John: 0417 007 456
Court Hire 7 Days - AM / PM through “Point Bakery”

Looking for a JP?

Look no further than the Community JP Desk in Taree Library
242 Victoria Street, Taree, every Tuesday from 10am to 1.00pm.
This is a free service provided by volunteers of the NSW Justices Association Inc.
For Information: Bruce on 0418 493 388 or Jerry on 0418 289 020

LIONS CLUB OF
HALLIDAYS POINT

Lions are an active part of this community and
have been responsible for providing many
facilities in our area. They are people just like YOU!
Lions meet on the 2nd & 4th Thursday of each month:
2nd Thursday 5.30pm at the Senior Citizens Centre
Business Meeting, Members Only
with informal dinner afterwards (optional).
The 4th Thursday is a Dinner Meeting
6.30pm when Partners and Guests are welcome.
Venue is usually at the Black Head SLSC but can sometimes be changed.
Please check with the Secretary.
New members are always welcome, men and women,
so, why not come along and check us out.
Enquiries: Secretary: Ray Piper on 0438 396 049
Membership: Gerard Cross 0419 274 607
E: ray.piper@hallidayspointlions.org.au
www.hallidayspoint.nsw.lions.org.au

