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Australian Hockey Master, 
Paul Boniface
Local resident Paul Boniface is proud to have been selected to play 
for the Australian Seniors Grand Masters Hockey Team (70’s to 75 
Years Old Division) in the Four Nations Tournament to be held in 
Wales next July 2017. Prior to the tournament, the team will travel 
to Denmark, Germany and Holland where they will play some 
warm-up matches against teams of those countries.

Paul and his wife Margaret moved from Scone to Hallidays Point 
four years ago and now live their very active lives at Red Head from 
where they travel frequently interstate and overseas to participate 
in Paul’s continuing sporting career. They also often travel 
between here and Scone where they still own a long-established 
photography shop.
Before moving to Hallidays Point, Paul spent his whole life in Scone 
where he began playing Hockey for his school at the age of eleven. 
Later, he joined the Upper Hunter Hockey Association and was a 
member for many years starting in Junior ‘B’ Grade and advancing 
to ‘A’ Grade. During his time with the Upper Hunter Association, 
Paul held positions of president and treasurer. He was also 
honoured with a life membership. Paul is also a founder member 
of the Scone Hockey Association. He is also a very experienced 
umpire and has been a NSW Umpire Director.
Paul was selected to play for the ACT in the year 2000 and is still a 
member of that association today, after 16 years. While playing in 
the ‘Over 63’s Vets’ with Western Districts, they were Gold Medal 
winners in 2012 (beating Sydney) and 2013. This year, in his ‘Over 
70’s’ side they were Silver Medal winners in the Australian Masters 
Championship having been beaten in the very last minute of the 
game!
Now, at the age of 71, Paul has been playing Hockey for a total of 
60 years and continues to play twice a week for the Manning Valley 
Vets and Tigers Hockey Club.
Congratulations Paul on a legendry participation in your sport 
and we look forward to hearing the results of the Four Nations 
Tournament next year. Good luck!

Story by John Finnie, Editor
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Carols in the Park

Sunday December 18th is worth marking down in your diary for 
the annual Carols in the Park (Black Head)
“It won’t rain (says convenor Alan Tickle for the local Uniting 
Church) but if it does the school at Diamond Beach is our standby”
“It was a great turn out last year with the Kiddies Hut and local 
Hallidays Point School children proving to be a hit with their 
performances on stage.”
“Santa was really impressed with their beautiful manners too when 
they received some goodies from Santa and his helpers.” 
The Taree Concert Band will once again lead the music.
A highlight will be the return of vocalist Mary Camphuis who 
delighted those in attendance at the carols two years ago. 
The event kicks off at 6.30 in Wylie Breckenridge Park.
The Lions BBQ will be available. It really has become a family day 
highlight on our local calendar. 

Christmas at Red Head
For the first time in nearly 
20 years, persistent rain 
caused the cancellation 
of last year’s annual Red 
Head Christmas party. 
This year’s party will be 
held as in the past on the 
last Wednesday before 
Christmas, Wednesday 
December 21st in the Red 
Head Reserve (beach end 
of Red Head Road) from 
6.00pm.
All residents of Red Head Village (including Seascape and Bombora 
Point) are encouraged to attend. Come and catch up with some old 
friends and maybe some new neighbours and celebrate the end of 
another year. New arrivals over the past 2 years are particularly 
encouraged to attend – we’d love to welcome you to our friendly 
community. Bring some food, drinks and a picnic rug or chair and 
table. Barbecues will be provided for you to use (thank you Alan 
and Helen from “Ocean Dreaming” – and also for the music). Steve 
the sparkie will light up the reserve for us. Santa will make his usual 
appearance during the night with lollies for the younger ones, so 
bring all the family for a great night out. A gold coin donation 
would be appreciated to cover the cost of the lollies.
Santa has advised that once again he will return on Christmas Eve 
to be driven around the streets of Red Head handing out more 
lollies for the children. Look out and listen for the fire engine from 
around 6.00pm (thank you to the crew from the Diamond Beach 
Rural Fire Brigade).
Enquiries to Peter Ryall on 6559-2780.
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Progress Made to Form  
Local Progress Association
Forty three people registered their attendance at the public meeting 
held at Black Head Surf Life Saving Club on November 15th and 
while not a large gathering, it contained a fair cross section of 
interest groups in the area.

The meeting was convened by Mr Alan Tickle who outlined the 
benefits of having a progress association for Hallidays Point. This 
was supported by a number of speakers who shared their positive 
experiences of such groups providing that they stay focussed on 
agreed broad objectives and in particular the effective working 
relationship that can be developed with Mid Coast Council. 
A series of motions were passed and objectives for a progress 
association was agreed on as follows:

a)  That Hallidays Point Progress Association be formed 
with the opportunity for equal representation across various 
community interest groups and members of the community in 
the Hallidays Point area.
b)  Should an existing local group called Hallidays Point 
Community Group Inc agree to a name change (to Hallidays 
Point Progress Association) then the necessary steps be taken to 

facilitate this including the revised constitution.
c)  Nominations and alternates be sought from various 
community interest groups and members of the community 
to form the management committee and that contributions to 
cover cost of establishment be requested. 
d)  That the constitution be based on the model constitution 
for incorporated associations, fund raising approvals and ABN 
all to be obtained and that Claire Ponting assist Alan Tickle in 
those actions. The Hallidays Point Community Group to advise 
their position in relation to motion “b”within 28 days

The objects of the Progress Association are as follows:
To facilitate effective communication and liaison between 
community groups of the Hallidays Point area, with the goal of 
progressing the shared and agreed positive aspirations of the 
Hallidays Point Community with an emphasis on;

a)  Maintaining a strategic focus with realistic and achievable 
goals.
b)  Having open dialogue within the community groups to 
foster and support each other.
c)  Creating and maintaining a respected, conduit relationship 
with all levels of Government and their agencies.

Matters raised in General Business:
As a separate item, that the 43 registered members of the 
community present were unanimous that the meeting convenor 
Alan Tickle convey to The General Manager and Administrator of 
Mid Coast Council the community’s expectation that the 2nd stage 
of Diamond Beach Road re-construction from the Red Head turn 
off to Diamond Drive roundabout be included in the 2017 budget 
of Mid Coast Council.
That a date in December be selected to present the constitution for 
adoption and nominations called to the management committee.
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Hallidays Point 
Senior Citizens
Still desperately seeking volunteers to help us with the loading, 
set up and unloading of our equipment for the Black Head Bazaar 
Markets. We have a trusty band of volunteers who turn up without 
fail each market day, but we need more help, particularly men to 
help load at 5.00 am on the first Sunday morning of the month. 
So come on all you insomniacs out there and contribute to our 
success at the markets. There’s an egg and bacon sandwich in it for 
you! Members, we also ask you to come along as well, all help is 
appreciated.
A reminder to members, that our Christmas Party will be held on 
Wednesday 14 December starting at 12.00 pm. This year we will 
be holding a BBQ at the Community Hall and request members 
to confirm their attendance as soon as possible and to advise if 
you need the bus to pick you up on the day. We also request the 
donation of an item for our lucky draw. Items should be left at the 
Community Hall by Monday 5 December.
In an endeavour to improve my knowledge about our activities, 
I am on a mission to attend each of these and report back. My 
first was to attend Bingo at the Community Centre (every first and 
third Monday 10am-1pm).  President Marilyn is the very proficient 
caller and what with post codes, passing trains and other clever 
ways to keep us focused, it was quite enough to daub the numbers 
let alone checking if all the squares are marked and then call out 
Bingo! I tell you what, anyone who thinks seniors are a bit slow 
off the mark, needs to play a game of bingo; there is NOTHING 
about seniors that is slow. The competition is fierce and I don’t 
mind admitting that I needed to have a little nap when I got home, 
it was exhausting!

We are very excited about our upcoming week away to Macksville 
scheduled from 19 February to 25 February 2017. We have an 
action packed itinerary each day including visits to Bellingen, 
Dorrigo Falls and Skywalk, Nambucca Heads, South West Rocks, 
Trial Bay Gaol, Crescent Head,  a river cruise, Macadamia Nut 
Factory, Solitary Islands Aquarium, Fudge Factory and a Winery 
at Port Macquarie plus heaps more. The cost is $615 per person 
twin share. The bus is filling up so get your name on the list in the 
Community Hall as soon as possible.  
Our raffle of a microwave oven and art work by Iris Salmon was 
drawn at our AGM. The lucky winners were Colin Westle from 
FoodWorks who won a microwave oven and Jean Marcoleone 
who won an original painting by our own talented Iris Salmon. 
A big thank-you to our member Lucielle “these boots are made 
for walk’n’” Chapman who pounded the streets of Diamond Beach 
selling raffle tickets to unsuspecting locals. Your efforts make a 
huge difference to us.
A big thank you to the Probus Choir, who kindly came along to 
sing for us after the AGM. Everyone had a smile on their faces and 
agreed that the concert was delightful and thoroughly entertaining. 
By the way, you don’t have to be a “senior” to join us, all aged over 
55 are welcome to come along and join in a range of activities 
including bingo, cards, croquet, Tai Chi, art classes, poetry readings 
and monthly bus trips as well as trips to the theatre. We also hold 
information sessions with guest speakers. If you are new to the 
area, come along and meet some new friends. 

Gail Phair, Secretary
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Black Head SLSC
The Black Head Surf Club will again organise 
the fireworks but requires a financial 
contribution from businesses and the community in general as 
well as visitors to the area.
The application to Crown Lands for approval for the New Year’s 
Eve Fireworks at Black Head Beach has been lodged. MidCoast 
Council was advised in April. An application to Council for signage 
at the corner of Black Head & Diamond Beach Roads is also being 
made.

Program of 
Summer Holidays  
Fundraising Activities:

December 26 - 8am  Bucket Drive
December 27 - 7pm  Bingo
December 29 - 7pm  Bingo
December 31 -  Bucket Drive at NYE Fireworks
January 3 - 7pm  Bingo
January 5 - 7pm  Bingo
January 8 - 7am  Breakfast
January 10 - 7pm  Bingo
January 12 - 7pm  Bingo
January 15 - 7am  Breakfast
January 17 - 7pm  Bingo
January 19 - 7pm  Bingo
January 22 -   Head2Head Ocean Swim

Deb Schmitzer, Publicity Officer

7 years ago Hallidays Point 
Landcare proposed a lookout 
on Black Head headland 
and got planning approval 
from the then Department of 
Planning in place. This year 
we had finally saved enough 
money from running the 

Bazaar to do the project in partnership with Mid Coast Council. 
Over the years vegetation has grown and eventually obscured the 
view from the top over razorback and the fingers around the rock 
pools off Hallidays Point. We tried trimming the growth regularly 
but it just didn’t work as the dangerous cliff edge made it impossible 
to trim safely. 

The design, said Rob Cowley, is “something I’d really like to build”. 
The platform is 4 m high and when the steps are complete we will 
all get a look at the new view. It shouldn’t be long now although I 
would like to be first to the top. 

Alana Parkins Hallidays Point Landcare

Hallidays Point Landcare Group Inc.
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Library hours for 
Christmas!
Make sure you come and borrow some 
great holiday reading matter before 
23rd December. The library will be 
closed from 1pm Friday 23rd December 
until 10am on Tuesday 3rd January. We 
will be giving you a slightly longer loan 
period to see you through the holidays.

Paint & Clay
Our Gallery exhibition for December/
January is a vibrant collection of 
paintings by Yvette Hugill and 
ceramics by Peter Hugill. I’m sure 
you will thoroughly enjoy this very 
talented couple’s creativity. Yvette’s 
gift cards will also be for sale.

Preschool  Storytime and 
Wriggle Giggle Read
Guess who’s coming to our 
Christmas party for storytime on 
Friday 9 December at 10.30am? (see 
the picture) Our final session of 
Wriggle Giggle Read for 2016 will be 
Wednesday 14 December at 10.30am. 

These programs will recommence in February 2017.

Summer Reading Club  
and School Holiday Program
The Summer Reading Club is here! This year’s theme is Heroes 
and Villains. Children aged 5-16 yrs are encouraged to come to 
the launch on 1 December at 3.45pm. If you can’t make it to the 
launch, register on-line and then collect a SRC pack  from the 
library after 1 December. The January school holiday program will 
also be available. We have a great line-up of activities planned this 
summer.
Bookings are required for all school holiday activities, so check 
online at www.manningvalleylibraries.com.au or pop into the 
library. Get in early, as sessions tend to book out quickly

Free Wi-Fi Available 
Having family or friends visiting over Christmas who need access 
to the internet? Did you know that the Library is a wireless hotspot? 
4 hours free access per day, no password needed!

Books for Sale
Want a light read to take to the beach? Check out our Book Sale 
tubs. Lots of pre-loved books at very low prices!

See you soon in the Library!!
Library Hours: Mon – Fri 10am – 5pm,  

Sat 10am – 12 noon.

Hallidays Point 
Branch
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Monthly  
Book Review
The Mandibles by Lionel Shriver
I watched an interview with Lionel Shriver 
as part of the Festival of Dangerous 
Ideas and she has plenty to say about the 
developed worlds fears about the economy 
as we nervously wait for the disaster that will 
change everything. It nearly happened with 
the GFC and now the rollercoaster is on the move again.
The Mandibles is a post economic, apocalyptic and speculative 
novel set in the near future in 2029. It’s horrifying and fascinating at 
the same time. All the rules have changed. There’s lots of economic 
talk, brilliantly and simply explained by unlikely characters that 
pop into the book solely for that purpose. 
The Mandibles are a typical American family who has worked, 
saved, grown their superannuation and looking forward to a 
sizable inheritance, hope to live their lives in relative comfort. 
Doesn’t work out that way. After all, “people who follow the rules 
are almost always punished.”
The book also examines loyalty to family when there’s no one else 
to turn to. The characters are diverse - eccentric as well as ordinary 
and completely likable for their individuality.
It is a droll, sarcastic, darkly humorous and thought provoking 
book written in Shriver’s witty and forthright style. The one 
-liners are memorable and the concept of a future Chelsea Clinton 
administration made me laugh out loud. It is one of my favourite 
books this year and a great Christmas present to idle away your 
January. 

Alana

Diamond Beach  
Rural Fire Brigade
If there is a fire in your area you will find its 
alert level on the NSW RFS website, on the radio and in the ‘Fires 
Near Me ‘ app.
You need to keep track of the alert level so you know what you 
should do.
Do you know the 3 Bush Fire Alert Levels? 
1. ADVICE: A fire has started. There is no immediate danger. 

Stay up to date in case the situation changes.
2. WATCH AND ACT: There is a heightened level of threat. 

Conditions are changing and you need to start taking action 
to protect you and your family.

3. EMERGENCY WARNING: An Emergency warning is the 
highest level of bush fire Alert. You may be in danger and you 
need to take action immediately, any delay now puts your life 
at risk.

The NSW Rural Fire Service strongly advises saving these 
numbers, links and apps. In an emergency call Triple Zero 000. 
For information on bush fires call the bush fire information line 
1800 679 737
For your phone you should get the app. ‘Fires Near Me’ Local radio 
ABC, emergency broadcaster frequency, TV, newspapers.
If you need advice regarding what you need to do on your property
we will be happy to come to your place and give you advice.
Don’t forget the Black Head Markets are on the 1st Sunday of the 
month so if you have any questions please come and talk to us, just 
look for our big RED Fire Truck. We would love to meet & talk to 
you.

Leo Fransen, Diamond Beach Brigade, Ph: 0428 222 065 
Robyn King. Rainbow Flat Brigade, Ph: 6559 2041.
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Fishing News
with Trevor
Aren’t they spectacular – those gentle giants 
of the sea touching our coastline as the 
late stragglers migrate south to Antarctica 
aided by the inshore current. Most are in a 
playful mood as our niece, Karen, will attest, as she had a much 
too close encounter in October while she was windsurfing as the 
accompanying photo shows.

I saw three separate pods at the same time – so satisfying to see 
this increase in numbers as long as their food supply continues to 
be sufficient.
Our beaches and rocks have fished poorly of late although 
traditionally there are meagre pickings at this time of the year. 

It  has been the worst tailor  and bream season reported on the 
Mid North Coast in my time. Scarce as they are, what bream that 
have been beached are of quality size around the 40cm mark, as 
with a few rare whiting on Diamond and Tuncurry Beaches. Most 
whiting are “throwback” size with about 1 in 6 reaching the legal 
27cm. However, there has been a few school jewfish (mulloway) 
landed to 10kg fishing the high tide after sunset using live beach 
worms on a 4/0 to 6/0 hook. They seldom snap at the bait, usually 
play with it, pick it up and drop it, so don’t strike prematurely – let 
the fish run for several metres before setting the hook.
Reports from the estuaries are much rosier with flathead fishing 
firing. Zman and Boom Bait soft plastics have worked a treat 
according to Luke from Tuncurry Tackle. There is such a myriad of 
lures hitting the market, some successful, many not. One that has 
been a boon lately is the Cranka Crab, a perfect replica, in plastic 
of a small, fifty cent piece size, crab - expensive at $23. Friend Peter, 
will verify its effectiveness as his first two throws were rewarded 
with a 56cm and also a 60cm flathead. Bream and whiting were 
also caught at a later date.
Trumpeter whiting (no size limit) are still been boated but you 
need to move about to find them. If there are a lot of boats together, 
that is the place to be.
Sea conditions have prevented many of the offshore fisherman 
from venturing out. The few calmer days have seen the boaties 
fetch a decent catch, particularly snapper (one 84cm) nannygai, 
teraglin, morwong and the ever reliable flathead of medium size. 
Spangled emperor are unheard of in our waters as they occur in the 
warmer waters of Queensland, but Cameron Crisp landed one of 
about 2kg. Shows how our fish population is varying in line with 
increase in water temperature.
We have two new resident sea eagles. More about them next month.

Good Fishing.  Trevor
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Our  
Natural World
with Geraldine
No Wonderful Wildflower 
Walk This Year
Each year about this time I write an article 
urging readers to desert the beach and 
do the Kappinghat Nature Reserve (Ramada) walk to see all the 
wonderful wild flowers. But not this year. When I did the walk in 
late October I could have cried, the whole area had been reduced 
to blackened sticks. The only good news was that I saw an echidna 
wandering amongst the burnt out trees so at least it had survived.
So what to write about instead? 

Last year at this time Emma 
from Tallwoods asked me, what 
is that big tree on the 12th hole 
that is covered in a mass of white 
flowers (achoo, achoo)?! That 
hay fever inducing tree was the 
beautiful Melaleuca.
Melaleucas are often known 
as ’paperbarks’ due to the 
distinctive paper-like layers of 

bark, separated by thin fibrous layers that can build up to 5 cm thick 
before peeling off. This bark protects the tree from moisture loss 
and fire. The first description of these trees by the early European 
explorers noted a white, paper-like bark with a stocking of black 
bark. It has been suggested that the black stocking was probably 
scarring due to the effects of fire. 

The genus name is derived from the ancient Greek melanos ‘black’ 
and leukos ‘white’. The name Melaleuca is derived from Greek 
words for black and white. The tree belongs to the same family as 
eucalypts.
In late spring the Melaleuca has a spectacular crown of white 
“bottlebrush-like” flowers. The median strip of the main highway 
to Newcastle is lined with these trees in flower at the moment. The 
flowers are a great source of pollen for the bees to make honey 
with. If you crush the flat leathery foliage it releases a scent of 
aromatic oils. Rainbow lorikeets and little friarbirds enjoy feasting 
on the nectar.
When I think of Melaleucas I conjure up the image of a wet swamp 
area where these great trees have their big trunks immersed in the 
brackish water most of the time, areas like the Black Head Lagoon.

Hopefully by November 2017 the beautiful Ramada swamp will 
have recovered from the fire and I can once again urge you to take 
the wildflower walk.
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LIONS OVER THE 
FESTIVE SEASON
The Festive season is a busy time for us all and 
The Lions Club will be just as active with several 
events and activities during the season. 
The very popular Lions Pop Up Shop will continue to trade every 
Thursday, Friday and Saturday morning with extended hours over 
the holiday season (Note extended opening times will be displayed 
at the shop). A visit to the Pop Up Shop over the festive season may 
well provide you with that last minute unusual gift and give you an 
opportunity to support our local charities. While there don’t forget 
to buy your ‘yummy’ Lions Christmas Cakes and Puddings both of 
which will be on sale at the shop. 
Lions Hallidays Point are also supporting the Lions Cord Blood 
Foundation with a massive ‘Grocery Grab’ raffle thanks to 
FoodWorks of Hallidays Point. Tickets at $2 each or $5.00 for three 
are on sale at the Pop Up Shop as well as from local ticket sellers. 
Your chance to win up to $300, $150 or $50 worth of groceries of 
your choice from FoodWorks of Hallidays Point.
Carols by Candlelight in the Park convened by Alan Tickle on 
behalf of the local Uniting Church will be held on Sunday 18th 
December and this year Lions Club of Hallidays Point will be 
running the BBQ. Take the whole family along and enjoy carols 
and a great BBQ under the stars.
For your diary remember Australia Day on 26th January 2017. 
Lions of Hallidays Point will once again be holding a special beach 
breakfast and flag raising ceremony with a free BBQ for everyone 
from 7.00am to 9.00am 
The President of Lions Club Hallidays Point and all members wish 
to extend a big thank you to the entire community for all their 

wonderful support over the year and to wish them, their families 
and friends a wonderful festive season.
For all this information and more please visit our website www.
hallidayspoint.nsw.lions.org.au

Lions Produce  
Community 
Calendar
The Lions Club of Hallidays 
Point has taken over the 
compilation and production 
of the annual Hallidays 
Point community calendar from Ingrid Horsburgh. Ingrid 
produced the first calendar ten years ago as a service to the local 
community and to act as a vehicle to promote local businesses with 
all profit after printing and distribution costs donated to the RDA.
Under the umbrella of the Lions Club of Hallidays Point the 2017 
calendar will continue to serve the same purpose with profits used 
to supplement funds for local community groups. Lions will be 
using the resources of the club and its members to produce the 
calendar and local photographers have been given an opportunity 
to showcase some of their work in the calendar. Lions Club of 
Hallidays Point wish to acknowledge the invaluable support of the 
local business community in providing advertising support toward 
the production of the 2017 edition which promises to be a welcome 
resource for local households and business owners alike.
2200 copies will be printed and distributed free to all residents 
in Hallidays Point and surrounding areas with additional copies 
placed on sale for people to purchase for out of town family and 
friends. The selection of images published in the calendar showcase 
our beautiful area and all photographers featured have generously 
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allowed the reproduction of their images at no charge.
Local residents can expect to find their free copy of ‘Hallidays 
Point Moments’ calendar in their mailbox during the month of 
November.

Chris Holland Hallidays Point Lions Publicity Officer

Happiness Comes to 
a Boy Named Ethan 
Ethan at 5 Years Old 
At four months old Ethan was suffering 
from what seemed like a long-lasting 
cold.
But a visit to the local hospital in Darwin brought the devastating 
news that Ethan had chronic myeloid leukemia. With his health 
quickly deteriorating, urgent action was needed.
So his parents decided to pack their belongings and have Ethan 
urgently evacuated to Melbourne’s Royal Children’s Hospital. After 
three rounds of chemotherapy, a spleen removal and conditioning 
drugs, Ethan was given an unrelated cord blood transplant, which 
came in the form of a syringe filled with 40ml of cord blood. He 
recovered in record time and was sent home in 17 days.
For the following three months Ethan was in isolation at home, 
only parents, grandparents and sister being allowed around him. 
It was six months before the extended family were able to visit. 
Outings in the pusher amongst people saw Ethan behind a rain 
cover to keep him isolated. When visiting the park, he could be free 
of this protection, if there were no people near.
But all that care paid off. Ethan is seven years old now, and his 
parents say he is a happy and active little boy with a good chance 
at a long, healthy life.

Hallidays Point Lions Club will be supporting The Lions Cord 
Blood Foundation with ‘The Great Grocery Grab’ raffle which 
offers groceries of your choice from FoodWorks Hallidays Point.
First prize $300 worth of groceries, second prize $150 worth of 
groceries and third prize $50 worth of groceries. Tickets at $2.00 
each or 3 for $5.00 will be on sale every Thursday, Friday and 
Saturday morning in the Hallidays Point Shopping Square as well 
as in the Lions Pop Up Shop. Tickets will be on sale until the draw 
date which takes place at 11.00 am on 10th December.
Hallidays Point Lions would like to thank Colin and Leanne Westle 
of FoodWorks Hallidays Point for their generous sponsorship in 
supporting the Lions Cord Blood Foundation.
Please support this worthy cause.
Grab yourself a trolley load of groceries just in time for the festive 
season!  While you’re there don’t forget your Lions Christmas Cake 
and Pudding available throughout the Festive season from the Pop 
Up Shop and from other sales points. 
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Hallidays Point 
Combined  
Probus Club Inc.
Our meetings are always on the first Tuesday of the month, which 
means that in November it coincides with Melbourne Cup Day.
So, of course, it was going to be all about horses that morning.  
Everyone had been asked to wear a hat or fascinator, if they came 
without, they could choose from about 100 hats provided by  Past 
President Alan Bates, who has a collection of several hundreds 
more.  Some of these are weird and wonderful, some of them just 
weird. Oh, it was a sight for sore eyes from my position at the 
President’s table!

Before morning tea-break it was business as usual, but instead of a 
10 minute speaker Ian Campbell, our very active Activities Officer, 

used the slot to give us more information on the trips and outings 
planned for the following months, and there are many: going for 
dinner at Kenny’s Thai Kitchen, with (or without) afterwards John 
Williamson in Concert, Christmas Shopping at Kotara in Newcastle 
on 28/11, the Christmas Party on 6/12, Champagne Breakfast on 
10/1/2017, a 5 night Clarence Valley Tour in February, Opera by 
the Lake, an 11 nights South Pacific Cruise and the very popular 
Observation Fun Drive, all in March, as well as plenty of activities 
pencilled in for the rest of 2017.
Then John and Bev Gordon were inducted. It is not often you 
induct someone wearing a Tyrolean hat; I still regret not asking 
John to do some yodeling. 
After morning-tea (thanks Noni Putnam and Kay Budden for 
the special treats, no resemblance to horse feed, fortunately), the 
microphone was handed to Alan Bates to emcee the Melbourne 
Cup fun. This man can talk faster than horses can run!  There was 
a quiz, there were prizes for best dressed, best hat, best name for a 
horse etc. etc. Good fun, Alan, thanks!
The meeting ended in time for everyone to go to their special Cup 
lunches, and to place a bet on, hopefully, a winner.
The Probus Singers celebrated their 10th anniversary recently, 
which was a very cheerful event. The week before that they had 
performed for the Senior Citizens, a concert that was very well 
received. Thank you, Seniors, for the wonderful spread afterwards!
And now we’re getting ready for our Christmas party, where the 
Singers will be performing for the 11th time, and where Golden 
Spit Roast from Port Macquarie will cook up a storm.
On behalf of all Probians I wish you all a Merry Christmas and a 
Happy, Healthy and Safe New Year!
If you’re interested in becoming a member of Probus, please ‘phone 
John Clucas, our Secretary, on 0417 036 550.

 Anna Hamers, President
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Rezoning Proposal on 
Diamond Beach Road
The team at MidCoast Council invites community feedback on a 
proposal to change the zone of land at 363 Diamond Beach Road 
from rural, to a combination of environmental and tourist zones.
Covering an area of 5.4 hectares, the land proposed for rezoning 
is the current site of Seashells Beachfront Resort.  Located in 
between Diamond Beach Resort and Ramada Resort, it is part 
of a recognised tourist precinct north of Diamond Beach village.  
Locals and interested community members are encouraged to 
review the planning proposal and provide feedback before the 
exhibition period closes on 14 December.

Explains Roger Busby, Strategic Planning Manager for MidCoast 
Council, “The proposal aims to reflect the existing use of the site. 
Important coastal vegetation that exists on half the land will be 
protected by rezoning it to Environmental Conservation, while 
the Seashells Beachfront Resort will be zoned Tourist. The site 
has approval for 65 units, 37 of which are already completed, with 
future extensions adding an additional 28 units.”
Changes to planning rules in 2010 mean that tourist development 
is prohibited in the current rural zone. This proposal to change the 
zone acknowledges its current tourist use and protects important 
vegetation, while making it possible for the Seashells Beachfront 
Resort to upgrade and extend in the future.  The rezoning 
application includes visual, Aboriginal cultural and environment 
impact studies that have been assessed by State agencies including 
the Office of Environment and Heritage and Rural Fire Service.  
“We are now seeking community feedback, and over the coming 
weeks we’re inviting those who live locally to review the proposal, 
ask questions, and provide comments or support by completing a 
submission”, Roger added.  
The section of the site proposed for tourist use will introduce 
a maximum building height of 11.5 metres, in line with the 
neighbouring Ramada Resort.  The rezoning also aligns with the 
Hallidays Point Development Strategy, which highlights the area 
for future tourism development and its associated positive social 
and economic impacts.
The proposal is available for review on MidCoast Council’s website, 
where submissions can also be made.  In addition, key staff from 
Council’s planning team will be on hand to discuss the proposal and 
answer questions when they visit Diamond Beach on Wednesday 
7 December.   “Those wanting a more in-depth understanding of 
what the rezoning entails and how it may impact the Diamond 
Beach area are encouraged to drop in at the entrance to Seashells 
any time between 4pm and 6pm”, Roger added.
For more information, visit the Have Your Say section of the 
MidCoast council website.  Submissions close Wednesday 14 
December.
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our nation.

Drop in to discuss Diamond Beach
rezoning proposal

www.midcoast.nsw.gov.au

A planning proposal to change the zone of land at Seashells Beachfront Resort site 
(363 Diamond Beach Road) is currently open for community feedback.  
If you’d like to find out more, drop in at the entrance to the site on Wednesday 7 December, 
any time between 4pm and 6pm.  MidCoast Council planning staff will be on hand to 
explain the background to the application and what the zone change means, and to answer 
your questions.  Submissions can be made on the council website until Wednesday 
14 December.

Key points
• The application seeks to change the land from rural zoning, to a combination of  
   environmental conservation and tourism
• The site has approval for a 65-unit tourist development, however changes to planning 
   rules in 2010 mean rezoning must now occur before any future upgrades or extensions  
   can take place
• The application introduces a maximum building height of 11.5m which aligns with the  
   neighbouring Ramada Resort
• For more information, to view the proposal and to make a submission, visit the ‘Have Your  
   Say’ page of the MidCoast Council website.
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Gazza’s  
Car Care Tips
Don’t let car trouble ruin your holiday this 
summer. Time and money are precious and 
you don’t want the unexpected to happen. So, 
check your service sticker, are you overdue? If 
you are going on a big trip, have your vehicle 
checked for any potential problems.
Here is a reminder of some tips and checks you can do:
• Check your oil and water levels
• Check engine belts and hoses for wear. Look for visible leaks 

and squeeze hoses to ensure they are firm and pliable. Pay 
close attention to the points where hoses are connected and/
or clamped as these are common failure points. Remember, 
only carry out those inspections when the car and engine are 
cool and do not attempt to touch hoses or belts unless the 
engine is switched off or after you have been driving, as they 
will be hot and could cause burns or other serious injury.

• Are your windshield wipers ok? Bad windshield wipers make 
driving in the rain on unfamiliar roads more dangerous. 
Make sure the washers are working and the washer bottle is 
full. Add the proper solvent.

• Check your headlights and taillights to ensure all are working 
properly. New bulbs are easy to install, are inexpensive, 
improve visibility and safety.

• Check your tyres. All tyres have wear indicators, is the tread 
life of your tyres good?  Check for uneven wear, sidewall 
cracks and nicks or bulges that can cause blowouts. Regularly 
check tyre pressures. Don’t forget your spare and have the 
jack with wheel brace there at the ready.

• Make sure your air conditioning is working efficiently. If in 
doubt, have it checked. One of the most important benefits 
of effective air conditioning is that it reduces driver fatigue, 
keeping the driver alert, refreshed and more comfortable.

• It is wise to have a roadside 
emergency kit that includes a 
first aid kit, water, tyre pressure 
gauge, jumper cables, torch and a 
blanket. Keep a record of important 
telephone numbers in your glove 
box or in your mobile phone in 
case of a breakdown or travel 
emergency.

Have a safe and enjoyable holiday, Garry

Michael’s 
Computing 
Trouble 
Shooting
I thought we might discuss the cleaning of your computer. Not 
your hard disk file system but the physical computer. A dusty 
monitor, covered in fingerprints, can be hard to see; a CPU fan 
clogged with dust will severely impact on performance; a dusty 
keyboard is just an eyesore.
The first thing you need to do when cleaning any part of your 
computer is to turn it off and unplug the power cords. Secondly, 
DON’T spray any cleaning liquid directly onto the surface you 
want to clean. 
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Spray the cleaner onto a damp, soft cotton cloth, and wipe it.
Let’s start with the easiest item. There is not much needed with a 
mouse. The surface can get a bit grotty (and germy) so it could be 
wiped over with a damp cotton cloth with a splash of Metho.
The keyboard can be a bit trickier, lots of little surfaces. Unplug it 
from the computer. With a damp, soft cloth and Metho, wipe the 
broader surfaces including the tops of the keys. Use a bread knife, 
with the damp cloth on either side of the blade and slide it up and 
down between the keys.
The monitor just needs to be wiped with the damp cloth and 
Metho. Press very gently on the screen. It is not made of glass. 
Don’t use paper towel as it is too course and can scratch the 
surface.
For the tower, dust is the main culprit. There is always dust in the 
air. Because there are fans blowing air into the case and power 
supply, dust is sucked in. It eventually builds up and starts to 
block the vents and the fans. This causes your computer to get 
hotter, which affects performance.
Take the side off the case and lay it on its side. Use a 2” paintbrush 
to remove the dust from all the surfaces whilst holding the nozzle 
of your vacuum cleaner just away from where you are brushing. 
You will need a small, stiff artist brush to clean the fins of the fan 
over the CPU. Don’t let the vacuum cleaner touch the computer 
as it may release a static electricity charge. Be sure to dust all the 
points where air can come into the case. The bottom of the front 
panel is sometimes missed.
Some people prefer to use 
a can of compressed air to 
blow the dust out. It is up to 
you, but this method does 
blow the dust back into the 
air so wear a mask.
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Tank’s Corner
On behalf of all my staff at Diamond Beach 
Veterinary Clinic (Dad, Mum, Breck and Jess), 
to all our owners and your “furever” pets, we 
wish you a Merry Christmas and a Happy New 
Year. Be careful on hot days and make sure you 
do not overindulge your pets and with that, 
take note of the list below:-

FOODS to AVOID:
Human only diets – a dogs dietary requirements are different 
to ours. Home cooked diets are usually unbalanced and dogs 
fed this way may suffer from Calcium deficiencies, bone growth 
abnormalities and poor immune systems.
Meat only diets – they contain No Calcium! The correct balance 
of Calcium and Phospherous is very important for healthy bone 
growth and pups requirements are much higher than adults. It is 
difficult to get the right balance by adding calcium powder and 
milk is not a suitable supplement.
Cooked Bones – these splinter easily, have sharp jagged edges and 
have hardly any nutritional value. They injure teeth and gums and 
may become caught in the mouth, throat, or intestines. Raw bones 
are more elastic and digestible and they help to maintain good 
dental health. Ask for a large bone so the dog can chew on it for the 
health of its teeth and gums and then remove it as your pet does 
not need to eat the bone.
Chocolate – can be toxic and sometimes fatal.
Onions (including Garlic cloves) – are harmful to red cells and 
may lead to life threatening anemia.
Large amounts of Liver or Cod Liver Oil – may lead to Vitamin 
A deficiency.

Meat containing preservatives – some pet meats (and even human 
meat) contain large amounts of Sulphur Dioxide as a preservative. 
This may cause a Vitamin B deficiency.
Grapes – can cause kidney failure in some dogs.

Lots of Licks – TANK.
Diamond Beach Veterinary Clinic, Telephone: 6559 2277

Hallidays Point 
Garden Club

Close to fifty Garden Club 
members and friends attended 
the October meeting held at 
the home of President, Jenny 
Greentree, at Bohnock. The 
meeting was held in a large 
garden shelter which was open 
to the acres of surrounding 
garden and bush. This was a 

Produce Day with members supplying plants and home-made 
goodies for sale. Thanks to all who both bought and sold with all 
proceeds going to Garden Club coffers. 
Jenny advised that their 
4 acres were purchased 
in 2009 when a small 
cottage and garage were 
built. The “old” house was 
built in 2013/14 and sits 
very comfortably in her 
beautiful garden as though 
it has been there forever. 
Many garden projects 
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which include the billabong, creek and cement pond (in which to 
cool off after a heavy day in the garden) have been completed. All 
recycled doors and windows were brought on ebay and enhance 
this charming country house.  Ducks and dogs romp and roam 
through the garden and a very large chookpen keeps them well 
supplied with eggs. Jenny’s green thumb/s have ensured the garden 
we visited some time ago has grown and developed into the 
gorgeous garden we see here today.
A local apiarist, Graham Watkins, spoke 
on bees and the production of honey. 
His talk was very detailed and delivered 
a huge amount of information on this 
topic. European bees can produce as 
much as 100-160 kg honey per hive per 
year while native bees produce only as 
much as 1/2 kg per hive per year. Bees 
are under stress across the world due 
to mites and various diseases. Sentinel 
hives have been set up at all ports across Australia in an effort 
to keep the country free from invasive pests. Australia is the last 
country in the world to be varroa mite free. Bee-keeping is a labour 
intensive hobby as biosecurity is of the utmost importance. Good 
management records must be kept and hives must be registered as 
honey production is now a high-risk industry. The bees in a hive 
are extremely busy, clever and efficient. In fact, their management 
practices would put many human enterprises to shame. The hive 
is kept at a pretty constant temperature of 30 degs C by the bees.  
September/October is peak swarm season when sometimes the 
queen bee and half the hive will leave. The new queen is fed royal 
jelly to ensure a healthy hive. Graham was thanked for his talk 
and presented with a gift. The lucky door prize was won by Carol 
Schultz. 

Carmel Bartlett
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Art in the Area
Yvette & Peter Hugill - ‘PAINT & CLAY’
When I discovered Yvette and Peter Hugill were about to hold what 
will be their fourth joint exhibition, at the Halliday’s Point Library, 
entitled ‘Paint & Clay’, I wanted to know more about this talented 
couple. I discovered Yvette has held many solo, joint and group 
exhibitions throughout the state, whereas Peter began his ceramic 
studies eight years ago and now works from his home pottery 
shed where he has two gas-fired kilns and pottery wheels. They 
work collaboratively, creating ceramics and paintings that each 
complement the other.
So we chatted……
Yvette, what or who inspires you to produce your art? I am constantly 
inspired by our local and regional environments. I enjoy a variety 
of mediums and genres. Although my work is predominantly 
landscapes, I also enjoy creating still life and figurative pieces. I 
employ different techniques depending on the medium used and 
my style varies from traditional through to contemporary. There 
are many artworks that I’m drawn to, many different styles and no 
specific artist or period. Just lots!
And Peter, what or who inspires you to produce your ceramics?   
Since beginning with pottery lessons on a part-time basis eight 
years ago, I’ve become more interested with both the tactile quality 
of clay and the final results that can be achieved from different 
clay types and glazes. There are many ceramicists who inspire me, 
although I really admire the Japanese potters, the styles and shapes 
they create.
I try to spend as much time as possible making objects, generally 
for domestic use. Now that I’ve had more experience exhibiting 
in galleries, it encourages me to experiment with glaze recipes to 
create my own distinct colours. There are no other family members 
who do ceramics.
Yvette; did you always draw and paint? Did your family? I have 
drawn ‘forever’ and was always content with pencils and paper in 
hand. My Mother, Aunt and Great Uncle all enjoyed painting and 
drawing. I studied as a Graphic Designer after finishing school and 
have painted and continually exhibited for over thirty years now.
Was there a ‘turning point’ in your artistic endeavours? No, there 
wasn’t a turning point. I feel that as the years passed and I exhibited 
much more, entered art competitions with success and my work 

became recognised it was a gradual 
progression. I’ve been extremely 
fortunate to have people enjoy it 
enough to purchase paintings.
Was there a ‘turning point’ in 
your ceramic endeavours Peter?    
Definitely! Once I retired and we 
moved to Wingham, I purchased, 
clay, kilns and pottery wheels. This 
has enabled me to work at my own 
leisure. Having the opportunity to 
exhibit at prominent galleries has 
encouraged me to continue with a 
pursuit that I really enjoy.
Yvette, where to from here with your 
art, your life?   I can’t ever imagine 
not painting! At present both 
Peter and I are enjoying our joint 
exhibitions with another booked 
next April at the Weswal Gallery, 
Tamworth and one at the Manning 
Regional Gallery in 2018.
Peter? I’ll continue to explore 
different pottery techniques and just 

enjoy the whole process of creating and exhibiting.
WEBSITE : www.yvettehugil.net
Yvette and Peter are both on Facebook and Instagram

Story by Fred Bullen
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