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WALTER BOLIN AM
Walter was born 1934 at home in the Sydney suburb 
of Punchbowl and attended primary school in the 
area with his younger brother. Later, after living 
in Manly for two years, the family settled in West 
Ryde from where Walter attended Homebush Boys 
High School.
On leaving school Walter entered the printing 
industry as an apprentice to Anthony Hordens in 
Sydney. Anthony Hordens and Sons Limited was a 
significant retailer with a huge mail order catalogue 
business and owned their own printing factory.
He finished his apprenticeship in 1955 and during that period had 
met the love of his life, Meryl whom he married in 1956 when they 
moved to Hurlstone Park in Sydney.
In 1957 Walter was offered a position in Kansas City USA for two 
years, improving technology to bring back to Australia. Walter and 
Meryl’s first daughter Gay Ruth was born in Kansas City, USA. and 
is still a US citizen.
In 1959 after returning to Padstow in Sydney, Walter began 
teaching at the Sydney School of Graphic Arts (TAFE). They had 
three more daughters born during the 1960’s.
Late in 1960 Walter was diagnosed with a degenerative condition of 
the retina which attacks the back of the eye, leading first to tunnel 
vision and in later years to total loss of sight. He was medically 
retired from TAFE in 1973 which was life shattering for Walter. 
The family moved to Newport, Sydney near the water where he 
moved from dinghy sailing to larger vessels.

In 1975 Walter became Foundation 
President of Retina Australia and 
several years later a Foundation 
Member of Retina International 
which encouraged research and 
support for people with similar eye 
disorders. He also became involved 
in a number of organisations 
working for the welfare of blind and 
partially sighted children and adults.
He served as Vice President on the 
Board of Guide Dogs of NSW/ACT 
and a member of National Client 

Services Committee (Australia). He joined the staff of Royal Blind 
Society NSW as a speaker/educator of Health Professionals. As a 
result of these involvements, Walter and Meryl drove (with Meryl at 
the wheel) all over NSW and Interstate. One of their trips included 
Hallidays Point to support a lady with a similar eye condition.
They loved the area, so in 2000 they retired to Figtree Drive at 
Diamond Beach. Walter joined Probus, Lions and the Senior 
Citizens Association. He has been President of the Lions Club 
and the Senior Citizens Association and is now a Life Member of 
Seniors where he is currently chairman of their “Open Forum”.
In 2006 Walter was made a Member of The Order of Australia in 
recognition of his service to visually impaired people.
Walter and Meryl are both involved in the Community Church of 
Hallidays Point where Walter preaches monthly and Meryl plays 
the keyboard. Both have travelled much of Australia by road and 
travel is still big in their lives having just completed a trip to Uluru. 

Continued on Page 2
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They have also done many cruises including trans pacific from the 
American west coast to Sydney.
Walter and Meryl live comfortably in their home on 2 acres in leafy 
Figtree Drive where they love the peace and quiet. Walter keeps 
busy with interests in gardening, walking alone with the aid of a 
personal GPS device, tandem cycling, listening to audio books and 
music. They enjoy a quiet retirement in each other’s company after 
59 years of marriage. 
A true local personality, thank you Walter.

Story by Margaret Waldock

Hallidays Point Senior Citizens

Our busy month started with the Black Head Bazaar on Sunday 
3rd. We had a very successful food stall even though there were 
at least three other markets in competition with us. We pride 
ourselves that our service is even faster than McDonalds and all 
the produce we use is locally sourced. Many thanks to Diamond 
Beach Butchery and Windy Ridge Eggs. Thanks also to the Senior 
Citizens Association volunteers who worked tirelessly on the day. 
This is our major fundraiser and all your support is appreciated.
We are revving up for the New Year and wish to advise that we 
play bingo (restarting on 1 February), croquet, do Tai Chi, hold 
art classes, poetry readings, and invite guest speakers for special 
information sessions, enjoy monthly bus trips as well as trips to 
the theatre.
So if you’re new to the area or have thought you would like to try 
something new, come along and meet some new friends.

Gail Phair - Secretary

BLACK HEAD BEACH 
OCEAN SWIM  

SUNDAY 17th JANUARY
The annual Head to Head was a huge 
success for race organisers on Sunday, 
with the event running smoothly, the 

weather turning to fabulous conditions, and participants and 
volunteers thoroughly enjoying the community feel of the Ocean 
event. 
The day commenced with the ski paddle race, a 12km triangle 
course heading 2km out to sea before turning in toward the 
northern headland and back to the surf club. 3 laps saw the 
top contenders pitched against each other, with doubles team 
Sara Telling and Gary Henderson taking first place and Daniel 
McLachlan finishing first in the single ski.  It was a quick finish, at 
1hr 15minutes and it was a juggle for the lead for the entire race, 
which the crew on the helicopter had best spots to witness!
The helicopter was a very well 
thought addition to the race 
this year, with air and sea safety 
being paramount to organisers 
and participants. Grant Burley 
donated his chopper services 
to the Club, and took up Dave 
Quinlivan who was attacked by 
a great white shark at Black Head Beach on the 4th September 
2015. Dave quipped it was almost worth being bitten to be able 
to secure a seat in the chopper and observe Hallidays Point and 
the bay from above! The crew on board the chopper did a sweep 
before each event, and hovered above swimmers ensuring there 
was monitoring of the ocean. Not one sea creature was sited, but 
the racers were reassured to see it checked. 
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• Modern three bedroom 
home set on an easy care 
block

• Large open plan living 
areas with timber floors

• Ensuite off the master 
bedroom

• Built-ins in all bedrooms

• Second living area

3 22

 Shop 3 Village Square, Hallidays Point  hallidayspoint.ljhooker.com.au

Centrally Located
$439,000

• Large five bedroom family 
home set on 60 acres

• Five separate paddocks, 
4-5 stables plus tack 
room

• Two living areas

• Large kitchen with walk in 
pantry

• Machinery shed, creek 
and dam on property

5 23

Horse Haven
$875,000

• Federation style villa 
home with great ocean 
views 

• Three bedrooms with 
built-ins

• Ensuite off master 
bedroom

• Open plan living area

• Verandah off the kitchen

Relax with Ocean Views
$359,000

6559 3230

3 12

• Three good sized 
bedrooms, all with built-
ins

• Master bedroom features 
walk-in robe and large 
ensuite

• Galley style kitchen 
joining the formal & 
informal living areas

• Undercover outdoor 
entertaining area. 

Family Home
$465,000

3 22

Carolyn Turnham, the female 
winner of both the 700m swim 
(9.15am start) and the 1,500m swim 
(10.30am start) commented to Race 
Director, Scott Crawford, that it was 
simply the best ocean swim she had 
participated in. When she heard on 
the news the chopper would be in 
place, she found it immeasurably 
reassuring and loved swimming 
with the chopper above protectively 
scoping out the ocean for them. 

Marine Rescue boats from Forster and Crowdy Head were also in 
position, with the lifesavers on boards and the jet ski as well as 
IRBs to watch the swimmers at sea level.
The event also attracted 
two ‘celebrity’ entrants. 
Lochie Hinds, 20yrs, was the 
youngest person at 16years 
of age to swim the English 
Channel. Lochie enters many 
of the ocean swims around the 
Northern Beaches of Sydney, 
and swims with Bondi SLSC. 
It was his first time entering 
the Head 2 Head, and he was the first to finish in both the 700m 
and 1,500m swims. “It is a great local swim, with bigger than life 
atmosphere”. He also explained that whilst helicopters are often 
present at the bigger Sydney events, he wasn’t expecting such 
support and precautions from a smaller regional event, which he 
found impressive. The “perfect distances, and perfect weather” 
of this years event see him planning to return for more! Lochie 
enjoyed the swim, with 77 volunteers to the 103 swimmers it 

brings back a community 
feel to the event, and 
he appreciated paddler 
Noelene Young out front 
to guide them in.
The Head 2 Head also 
attracted another English 
Channel swimmer, John 
Koorey who was the first 
Australian male to cross 
the English Channel 
when he was 25yrs. Now 
in the 70+yr race category, John participated in the event for 
the third time this year. As a regular ocean swimmer, he doesn’t 
worry about sharks and wasn’t worried by the chopper. A relaxed 
approach is more his speed these days, “The main thing is doing it. 
You don’t need to win. When I was younger my goal was to win. 
Now my goal is to come last – and I’m getting closer”!
The surf club hosted a lunch post the swim, packed with the 
congratulatory comradery of volunteers and participants, with 
awards presented and a focus on raising funds for the Westpac 
helicopter service. This is one event that is simply going to grow 
from strength to strength. Black Head Surf Life Saving Club would 
like to congratulate each and every participant in the three races, 
and particularly thank the volunteers, Marine Rescue and Grant 
Burley for helping to make a safe and successful event. The event 
would not be possible without the generous support of sponsors  
LJ Hooker Hallidays Point and Walker Legal of Taree. 
Race results are available at: 
http://tempus.racetecresults.com/results.spx?CId=16516&RId=68
For further details, please contact Black Head SLSC media rep  
Kim Gollan : gollankim@gmail.com

John Koorey, Abby Crawford,  
Elliott Hinds & Lochie Hinds



Page 4 February 2016

Fishing News
with Trevor
Times were tough trying to eke a living in 
the Halliday’s Point area during the 20th 
century. Many landholders had a small 
dairy herd or supplied the two timber mills in the locality or cut 
pit props for the coal mines in the Hunter Valley. Some, however, 
relied on the ocean and its bounty of fish and crustaceans. These 
intrepid professional fishermen (and women) would push their 
small boats off Black Head Beach sometimes through dangerous 
seas to run their lobster pots and fish traps or hand line for a 
variety of fish.
Around the second World War  
years, Bill Cause, Doon Holden, 
Lyle, Frank and Val Edge, Doug 
and Glen Startin and Harry 
Griffith were part of this group. 
In the latter forty or so years Les 
Oakley, Roy Single, Harold and 
Olga Ritchie and Brian Lynch 
fished and trapped or netted the 
beaches. A few used set lines to 
catch sharks. Illustration shows 
Brian Lynch with a bronze 
whaler shark caught off Red 
Head on a set line. He had an 
even larger one but could not 
land it.
The “pros” netted or caught mullet, mackerel, bonito, etc., gut and 
dry them on racks (remains still exist on north Tuncurry Beach 
hinterland). This bait would last for months and used in lobster 

traps, which they made of cane. Sometimes catches were meagre, 
others were of plenty, as shown by Brian Lynch and Les Oakley’s 
effort for fishing overnight for mulloway on the north trag ground.

Recent heavy rains, mountainous seas and seaweed made fishing 
impossible but the muddy water forced an abundance of fish out 
of the rivers and lakes. Bream and whiting are plentiful with many 
undersized. The larger bream seemed to respond to fish baits, and, 
of course, live beach worms are tops for some quality whiting. 
Prior to the wild weather, nephew,  Mark and friend, fishing the 
estuary at Old Bar entrance using yabbies, made their quota (20 
each)  of whiting, in a short time. Blackfish and flathead were also 
boated.
Damien and crew fished wide for several dolphin fish, a few 
snapper to 1.5kg. and a whopping 14kg. kingfish, which provided 
mayhem for some time on a 9kg. line.
Flathead are still plentiful in all estuaries drifting using whitebait, 
live poddy mullet or soft plastic lures for the larger fish.

Good Fishing. Trevor
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100% Guarantee - if you don’t
absolutely love your new

hairstyle we will re-do it for FREE
or refund your money in full!

(Within 7 Days)

6559 3569 Shop 5

Black Head Village Square

Hallidays PointSENIORS DISCOUNT EVERYDAY

NIOXIN

Your next colour service

$20 Off!

on Tuesdays & Fridays

with Kate & Chantelle

Black Head 
Bazaar
is a local institution yet many 
of our newer residents don’t 
really know much about it, and 
many of our older residents have 
probably forgotten.
The Bazaar is organised by 
volunteers from Hallidays Point Landcare Group to raise money 
for community, environmental and local beautification projects. 
We also run the Bazaar for the community to enjoy.
Held under shady trees of beautiful Wylie Breckenridge Park, on 
the first Sunday of the month, the Bazaar has a variety of stalls 
including handmade clothing, jewelry, plants, collectables and 
freshly-picked farm fruit and vegies. There’s a great selection of 
coffee and a good variety of food stalls. 
The first Bazaar was held on Easter Sunday 1990 in the park near 
Black Head Lagoon. There were only eight stalls and the profit was 
thirty dollars. The market slowly grew and spread to the eastern 
end, and later to the western end, of Wylie Breckenridge Park. The 
Bazaar in December was out biggest ever, 129 paying stalls and 7 
community stalls.
Answers to FAQs:
The Park is too shaded and wet in winter to hold the Bazaar.
We don’t put a banner up before the Bazaar because three have 
been stolen and we give up. 
You have to have Public Liability Insurance to have a stall.
Three groups collect money for parking, The Sports Club, RDA 
and Diamond Beach Rural Fire Service.
The Bazaar is cancelled when the park is too wet.
Cancelation is posted on the web site       hallidayspointinfo.com
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DIAMOND 
BEACH RURAL 
FIRE SERVICE
On Wednesday 16th December 2015 Diamond Beach Brigade 
received a request from Mid Coast Fire Control to provide 
personnel to assist with an out of area fire in the Hawkesbury 
District. They left on the 17th December, leaving Taree at 1.00pm 
for 5 days. This fire started as the result of a lightning strike.
Four members volunteered, namely, John Baker, Megan Cerff, 
Kyle Merzlikoff and Ron Smith and also a member from Nabiac 
Brigade Keith Nicholls, along with other members from Marlee, 
Taree, Lake Cathie and Wauchope in other vehicles. We arrived at 
Hawkesbury Fire Control around 5pm where we were sent to our 
accommodation at Penrith.
We left Penrith at 6am the following morning for a 12 hours shift 
and travelled to the staging area situated about 60kms north of 
Windsor along the Putty Road arriving at about 9.00am. We were 
given a briefing as to what was occurring with this fire. It had 
covered an area of approx. 6000 hectares burning in inaccessible 
country. Our task was to patrol and carry out some back clearing to 
prevent the fire from escaping the containment lines. The biggest 
concern was that the weather for Sunday the 20th was going to be 
37o with wind speed up to 30km from the west and low humidity.
We had to drive a further 26 km. along bush trials and tracks, 
which were rough and dusty, to reach the fire front. This took us 
1.5hrs. We had to repeat this for the next two days. As luck would 
have it the forecasted weather for Sunday didn’t eventuate and we 
left on Monday morning to return home.
If this fire had escaped the containment lines it would have 

eventually impacted the towns of St Albans, Wisemans Ferry, 
Webbs Creek and potentially further on towards Hornsby. This fire 
was on the same latitude as fires in South Australia and Western 
Australia.

The Brigade is very committed 
to providing a service to the 
community in any emergency. 
We ask everyone to take 
particular care during the fire 
season.
We are always looking for new 
members to join. For more 
information, the Fire Station is 
open from 9.00am to 12.00pm 
every Thursday, so come along 
and talk to a Brigade officer.

Jim Wootton

Vandalism, in Hallidays Point?  
Who would’ve thought!
On Sunday morning 10th January I went to the local supermarket 
to get the newspaper. That was at 10.25am. A few minutes later I 
returned to my car to see one of the back side windows smashed.  
I first thought a bullet had been fired, as there was a neat round 
hole, but at a later inspection it appeared some sharp tool had been 
used. They had tried the front window first, because there was a 
dent in it, but failed to smash it as the glass there is much stronger.  
Nobody had seen anything, and as far as I know, no other cars were 
damaged. Nothing was stolen from the car. Of course I reported the 
incident to Police. A couple of months ago our (white) garage wall 
was liberally sprayed with black paint. Both acts of vandalism were 
aimed to cause as much financial damage with as little as possible 
effort. It’s very worrying to know that there are some weird people 
around, even in Hallidays Point. Anna Hamers - Tallwoods
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Art in the 
Area
John Stranack
With his wife Wendy, John 
moved to Hallidays Point in 
2002 after he had retired from 
corporate life. Their home 
was Sydney but staying there 
was not an option for them 
as they had no long term 
links to the city other than their sons. So the Mid North Coast 
was chosen after they spent some time looking for a place to retire. 
John explained,”having arrived in Australia from South Africa in 
1983 we had no strong ties to any particular location so had been 
looking far and wide. Whilst exploring the north coast on one trip 
for a potential retirement location we stumbled across Hallidays 
Point and new instantly that that we had found the spot. We bought 
a bit of land almost immediately and built a house”.
Whilst John has dabbled in photography over the years it is only in 
retirement and with digital photography that he has fully applied 
himself to what is now his obvious passion.
“Photography has brought an added dimension to travel for me and 
that now tends to have some influence about where we go. We have 
travelled to Europe, the UK, New Zealand, Norway and of course 
many parts of Australia. A recent trip to the Northern Territory 
highlighted some aspects that one has to remember when planning 
travel photography. I try to capture the feel of a location or scene. 
For example, a snapshot of a sunset in the outback is unlikely to 
convey the true feel of the place. I try not to be seduced by the 
subject matter and rush to shoot it but take the time to develop the 

idea. A sunset is a sunset but what is the story, the unique message 
or character of the place? Finally, we just have to accept that the 
time and often the lighting is not always right and this can be a real 
problem with short stop travel. Living on the Mid Coast allows 
me to apply all these elements so it’s a great place to photograph”, 
continued John.

He went on to explain some of the technical aspects of his work. 
“The Fujifilm XT1 and lenses are my travel gear whilst my stay at 
home gear is a Canon 5D MK II with a number of lenses, flashes 
and other items. Both these systems are fantastic tools but it’s a 
question of what tool does the job best for what you are trying to 
achieve. There is no perfect camera system to cover all situations 
and there will always be trade-offs”.
A photographer friend of John’s has a saying, “if it moves you shoot 
it”, but John feels he needs to go through a process of interpretation. 
He looks at something that catches his attention and then develops 
an idea for a winning shot. John added, “I find there are three 
stages in creating an image, the idea stage, the capture stage and 
the development stage. The easiest is the capture stage and the 
most difficult for me are the ideas. I don’t specifically aspire to 
be creative or artistic just for the sake of creativity but try to see 
photography as a means of communicating an idea. I believe that 
visualising is a practiced skill”. 
His love of Australian Rural scenes means he would like to spend 
time on an outback station capturing the life and times of the 
stockman, cattle, horses, the dust and their world. Maybe even join 
a muster or spend time on the long paddock as stock move around. 
“So I try to avoid simply concentrating on the capture phase, or 
the recording, documentation stage. This is something that anyone 
can do with the modern camera but start with an idea”, were John’s 
closing words. 
More of his work can be viewed at   www.stranack.photography.

Story by Fred Bullen
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Welcome to a  
New Local Business
DIAMOND BEACH CARPET CLEANING
Finally a local carpet, leather and upholstery cleaner!
Steve and Kerri Powell have just relocated 
to Diamond Beach from Camden in 
southern Sydney. Steve and Kerri have 
long dreamt of a life by the ocean and 
what better place than the Hallidays Point 
area!
Steve and Kerri have two daughters - 
Chloe (4) and Grace (2) - who are really 
looking forward to playgroups at the 
community church and making new 
friends at Kiddies Hut.
Steve and Kerri operate a carpet cleaning 
business that covers everything from 
leather to upholstery to rugs and cushions…even automotive 
interiors.
The professional treatment is inclusive of sanitising (bacteria), 
deodorising (odours) and includes a rose fragrance to leave your 
home or business smelling fantastic.
You may have already run into Steve and Kerri busily delivering 
business fridge magnets to letterboxes locally!
Steve also has experience in pest control treatments and can offer 
great value if you require a carpet and pest treatment combo.
Steve is always happy to provide advice and tips…following are a 
few handy tips:

1. For spot stains on carpet never scrub the stain in multiple 
directions…simply rub in one direction with the grain of the 
carpet. The best way to remember this is don’t scrub the stain 
in, rub the stain out.

2. Baby wipes are great for tackling spot stains on leather…once 
again though only wipe in one direction.

3. Don’t forget the lounge…if you get your carpets cleaned 
regularly you should try to rotate carpets 
one time and then lounges next time 
(often your lounge gets much dirtier than 
your carpet as it doesn’t get the attention 
it needs).

Diamond Beach Carpet Cleaning  
can be contacted for a quote on  

0435 174 690  
or via email  

stephengpowell@bigpond.com  
ABN – 8632 3833 637

Help & Exercise!
While you’re walking in your neighbourhood, 

why not help deliver the  
Hallidays Point News of Our World?

We currently need spare walkers 
to cover for our regulars 

who are on holiday.
Please call Clare on: 6559 3413
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Time for Storytime and Wriggle, Giggle, Read!
Our regular children’s activities for 2016 are under way from the 
beginning of February. Wriggle, Giggle, Read for 0-2 year olds is 
on every Wednesday morning from 10.30am -11.15am. On Friday 
mornings from 10.30am -11.15am, bring your 3-5 year old along 
for Preschool story time and enjoy stories, craft and rhymes. 

Successful School Holiday Program
Many children enjoyed a great range of activities at the Library 
during the school holidays. Beautiful and creative butterflies 
emerged from our craft activity; and twilight story time for the 
little ones was a huge success with the library transformed into 
an underwater setting and stunning artwork was created with 
underwater scenes in Lost World craft. The Drama workshop 
brought out hidden talents; Kids Bingo was very popular as usual 
and the movie Minions was a great hit. 

Expressions of interest for Chess! 
Beginners to Seasoned players.
Keith Russell from Tallwoods is keen to share his knowledge and 
expertise of chess with interested people. Free lessons would include 
all aspects of the game, including how to improve, computer chess, 
etc. 
Beginners are welcome. Players who already have ability will be 
separated into a second group. Lessons will be at the Library on a 
weekly basis. For further details or to register your interest, please 
contact the Library.

Exhibition in the Library Gallery
Celebration of Colour...... a new exhibition by local Forster artist 
Marilyn Cranfield. Come in and enjoy a beautiful show of oils on 
canvas displaying her love of colour: a vibrant and meaningful 
story. Exhibition runs from 27 January until 27 February.

Print from anywhere? Seriously?
Yes, seriously. Now you can print from smart phones, tablets and 
laptops – and you can do it from anywhere that has internet access. 
Then come in to your local branch of Manning Valley Libraries 
to collect your print job. You can even send that print job off at 
any time of the day or night. Just download the free app for both 
iOS and Android devices. Go to the appropriate app store and 
search for the PrinterOn app, download and install and away 
you go. For your laptop or computer, go to our website www.
manningvalleylibraries.com.au and click on the link under Our 
Services.

See you soon in the Library!!
Library Hours: Mon – Fri: 10am – 5pm, Sat: 10am – 12 noon

Hallidays Point 
Branch

Making bridges in the Drama Workshop Elli and Arion with their butterflies
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LIONS YOUTH 
EXCHANGE 
Last month we reported on the hosting 
of  Raveena Victor John from Malaysia. 
Raveena has now returned home but 
before she left she submitted the following 
record of her stay in Australia with particular emphisis on her visit 
to Hallidays Point. Raveena has gone into a lot of detail in the 
following article which I’m sure you will find very interesting and 
moving reading.                                                                               Ed.

RAVEENA VICTOR JOHN  
from MALAYSIA

Greetings Hallidays Point. My 
name is Raveena, but people 
here call me Rav. I am 17 and 
a youth exchange student 
from Malaysia. I come from a 
small town called Banting in 
the State of Selangor which is 
situated in the North West of 
Malaysia.
Australia has always been my 
dream country that I wanted 
to visit, study and live in. I am 
an animal and nature lover. 
I am very blessed to have an 
awesome host family which is 
the Jones’s. The Jones family 
consist of Aunt Sue (Secretary 

of the Lions Club of Hallidays Point and my host Mum), Uncle 
Wayne (host Dad), Nicole and Rachele.
I would like to share a few of my experiences, that are the first 
things that I have done for the first time in my life. Speaking of first 
experiences, I have had a total of over 40 things that I have never 
done before, that I have now done on this visit to Australia. Most of 
my first experiences started in Sydney and then continued during 
the Lions events, together with the Jones family and even till the 
last day I was in Australia.

Sydney:
I stayed with Aunt Sue’s brother, Ian and his partner Alwyn. I 
spent a week in Sydney and I actually gained lots of knowledge 
regarding the country itself through Uncle Alwyn. I was able to 
improve my English too because Uncle Ian is an English language 
teacher. I got the chance to see the Opera House and the Sydney 
Harbour Bridge, which are 2 famous icons in the world. Next, I 
walked on the streets alone for the first time all by myself, as I was 
given paper duty by Uncle Ian and Alwyn. They patiently showed 
me the directions and drew a small map to show me the way to the 
newsagency. I remember vividly, the name of the street which the 
newsagency was situated in was Queens Street, Woollahra. I also 
went to Centre Point Tower and saw the whole of Sydney.  Not 
forgetting, I experienced hail for the first time in my life when I 
was on my way home after buying papers when I got caught in the 
horrendous rain. It was raining cats and dogs that day. Lastly in 
Sydney it was my first time taking the train back to Aunt Sue’s place 
all by myself. Public transport in Malaysia is not as common as it is 
here, but thank God I successfully took the train back safely and I 
got off at the right station.

Hallidays Point:
I have always wanted to work 
with animals and at Hallidays 
Point, my dreams came 
true. My host family has 2 
adorable dogs (who are now 
my best friends), 2 horses and 
a huge number of parrots. I 
got the privilege to feed all 
their animals, to gain a lot of 
knowledge on how to take 
care of their animals and also 
learn about medication and daily diet.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank Rachele as because of 
her I got the chance to learn how to ride on her horse Soxy. I also 
learnt the correct way on how to interact/handle a horse so that it 
does not hurt you when it gets scared. I met Rachele’s friends, Rose 
and Kayla and had a movie night with the three of them and it was 
fun. Rose also was teaching me about horses and they both were 
explaining to me about competition involving horses.
Besides that, I would also like to thank Nicole for the cooking 
lessons. She truly is a wonderful cook. I had a wonderful time 
shopping with Uncle Wayne and Nicole and I was pleased to know 
that Nicole was a shopaholic like me too. Nicole has taught me lots 
of good cooking skills which may come in handy during my college 
life.

Lions Activities:
During my stay here, I attended many Lions Club events. I attended 
a meeting of the Lions Club of Hallidays Point. I came to my senses 
that there was team work present during their discussion on 
activities planned for the upcoming year, 2016.

Next I also took part in the BBQ for 
the Carols by Candlelight. It was my 
first time tasting snow cones. The 
best part of the whole event was I 
got to make the snow cones and sell 
them during the event. It was a real 
delight to see smiles on the faces 
of the kids when they had their 
refreshing snow cones.
Besides that, I also did volunteer 

work at the Lions Pop Up Shop and also did most of my shopping 
there. It was a joy to work, spend time and get to know other Lions. 
They really took good care of me. Since I was a librarian I was given 
the duty to arrange story books in alphabetical order according to 
the author. It was really fun as there was always jokes followed by 
laughter among the Lions and the community.

Aunt Sue:
Throughout my trip, I have gained knowledge and I have 
experienced many new things that I have never experienced before. 
I am a much better person now and this trip has made me realise 
who I am and what I am capable of doing. I now can speak up and 
know how to ask when I want for something. I am no longer afraid 
of doing things on my own. I realise that I am more independent 
and braver and this would all not be possible, if it was not for my 
host Mum, Aunt Sue. She is a person who really loves and cares 
about people. She even told my Mum that she will take care of me 
as her own daughter, and yes she was true to her words. She made 
sure that I never felt like an outsider. She always wanted me to be 
a part of everything. She tried her level best to not make me miss 
home very much. I would really like to thank her for that.
Since I was a Malaysian, she knew that there were two other 

Please read breaking news on page 17
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Malaysian Exchange Students who were hosted by her close friend 
Lion Emily from Coffs Harbour. So she had arranged a day for all 
of us to meet each other at the Billabong Zoo and Koala park, Port 
Macquarie.  She knew that I would enjoy myself if I went there 
knowing that I love animals, she was very observant. She knew that 
the three of us were really excited in meeting and spending time 
with each other, and since we got along well she had suggested to 
have a sleep over at her place. That was really sweet of her.
Besides that, Aunt Sue had organised a BBQ party at her place 
so that I could meet all the Lions. She was really lovely and very 
caring indeed. That night was amazing.  It was a full house, there 
was lots of laughter, enjoyment and stories to tell among the Lions 
and the Jones family. Nicole was the master chef for that night. She 
prepared an array of scrumptious dishes. I love you Aunt Sue. I 
thank you.

Uncle Gerard:
Uncle Gerard. He has a wonderful personality. He exchanged with 
me lots of his badges and souvenirs and explained to me what each 
badge meant. Uncle Gerard and his 1st wife, Aunt Jan were really 
lovely. As I am a Catholic and so are they, it was sweet of them to 
offer to take me to church for Mass on Christmas Eve. Later, we 
had tea at Uncle Gerard’s sister’s place, Theresa. She had prepared 
a delicious salad.

Aunt Tania and family:
I met this wonderful family on New Year’s Eve for tea and later 
we spent time together watching the fireworks for the first time 
at Black Head Beach. This wonderful family consist of five whom 
everyone adores. I made really good friends with their youngest 
daughter Amy and I spent a night at her place. Amy and I had 
lots of fun sketching, taking lots of selfies, playing piano and much 
more. I really had a wonderful time with her.

Uncle Peter and Aunt Jacqui:
Uncle Peter and Aunt Jacqui had offered me a chance on a cruise. 
I never in my wildest dreams thought that I would get a chance to 
work in the kitchen with Aunt Jacqui on the cruise as well as drive 
the boat with Uncle Peter. I learnt the techniques of arranging food 
and storing food in the right way. Uncle Peter taught me how to 
drive the boat and took a few snaps of me driving it. At the end of 
the day, we cleaned up together and it was really fantastic.

Conclusion:
In conclusion, I have learnt that we have to speak out and not be 
afraid of asking when we do not know something. I have learnt the 
importance of being polite, independent and helpful. Once again 
I would like to thank the Lions Club of Hallidays Point and my 
awesome host family and most of all, Lion Sue Newton for having 
me here. I hope to further my studies in this beautiful country, 
Australia.

Best wishes,
Raveena.

This is a list of some of the things that Raveena experienced or saw 
for the first time on this Lions Youth Exchange.
• Walked alone on the streets
• Saw Sydney Harbour Bridge and the Opera House
• Took a ferry ride in Australia
• Experienced hail
• Took the train by herself
• Went shopping alone
• Saw how dogs are groomed here
• Fed horses and birds

• Learnt to ride on a horse
• Learnt cooking
• Had a home cooked BBQ
• Experienced swimming in the beach all to myself
• Got a horse shoe of a known horse
• Got her hair done and coloured
• Ate Tim Tams
• Had her first ever sleep over
• Ate Christmas pudding with custard and ice cream
• Went on a cruise
• Tried crumpets
• Had home made pizza
• Saw an eel
• Played in the pond whilst raining
• Ate a snow cone
• First ever Christmas or New year without her family.

The Jones family have been kind enough 
to explain for our benefit that Raveena is 
the oldest first born female in her Indian 
Malay family. As such the first born 
female is very protected by the family. 

Raveena had explained that it is not safe for her to walk the streets 
alone in Malaysia.

The Jones family have expressed 
their gratitude to Raveena for 
teaching them so much about her life 
and customs in Malaysia. Raveena 
was an excellent ambassador 
for her family, the Lions Club of 
Banting and Malaysia. We wish her 
every success for the future.
Raveena, it is not goodbye, but see 
you later mate!

Raveena with local 
hairdresser Trudy Jackson. 

Raveena had her hair 
coloured and styled, a big 
first for her. The black dot 

on her forehead symbolizes 
that Rav is a single Indian 

woman. The red dot is worn 
by married Indian women.

Raveena at Pebbly Beach, Black Head on 
New Years Day. Raveena explained as a 

Hindu they believe if you start the new Year 
doing something you love then the rest of the 

year will be good to you.
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Gazza’s Car 
Care Tips
New year ahead …..  
how’s the car?
Things change – including the way 
we use our cars, how we drive them 
and the condition of our roads. 
Normal driving is defined as steady 
driving in non-extreme weather or 
environments. Today, driving in 
severe conditions is more the rule than the exception.  Check your 
service book and see if severe conditions is mentioned, if not these 
conditions could include (but are not limited to) any or all of the 
following:
• Operating in extremely hot or cold weather
• Living in coastal areas
• Towing a trailer
• Repeated short trips
• Driving on dusty roads
• Driving on rough, muddy or snow-melted roads
• Mountainous area living
Extensive idling and/or low speed driving for long distances
If you constantly undergo severe driving conditions or drive in 
harsh environments, then your vehicle may require a different 
service schedule. That is why most service centres will give you a 
standard service schedule based on probability of these conditions.
Another factor to consider is the quality of the oil and filters used. 
Some vehicle manufacturers have strict guidelines in relation to 
what specification the engine oil and filters used in their vehicles 
must have. Failure to use approved oils and filters can in some 
cases, void the manufacturer’s warranty. Not compromising on the 
quality of oils and filters will give your vehicle better protection 
if you are driving under severe conditions. This also applies to all 

lubricants, fluids and parts used in your vehicle.
Next month we will take a look at specific oils used in different 
types of motors and why it is best to stick to manufacturer’s 

specifications.

Safe Motoring, Garry Douglas Autos
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Monthly  
Book Review 
A Little Life  
by Hanya Yanagihara
Homelessness, mental illness, violence, love, 
addiction …not everyone’s cup of tea. Set 
in New York, the old unused subway lines 
provide respite for the battered and broken - 
their lives are hard to comprehend. The author addresses just about 
all the important things, class, race, disability, abuse and sexuality 
with kindness and respect. The expose is flawlessly evocative.
The book is full of failing characters struggling to hold on to the 
hope of redemption. Whilst unsettling A Little Life is also a gentle 
examination of how love in the strangest forms can be restorative 
to the abused and forgotten.
Short listed for the Man Booker Prize in 2015, it is a fable of our 
time. - I give it 4.5

Review by Alana

Lions ‘100 Club’ Draw
This years draw raised over $1000 to be applied to community 
projects and local charities. The draw was made by Mr Jeff Kidd on 
23rd December at the Lions Pop Up Shop.
1st $1000 Margaret Waldock
2nd $200 - Doreen Everette
3rd $100 - Ross Timmins
4th $50 - Tonia O’Hara
5th $50 - Ross Timmins
6th $50 - Norma

7th $50 - Sue Newton
Thank you to all our ‘100 Club’ 
supporters.

LIONS CLUB  
OF HALLIDAYS POINT
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Our Natural World
with Geraldine
Parasites with Green Leaves
No creepy crawly beetles or bugs this month, instead some parasitic 
plants.
There are two parasitic species around Hallidays Point; Mistletoe 
and the Native Cherry (or Cherry Balart).

Mistletoe is a canopy-dwelling parasitic plant, 
hanging high in the treetops in great drooping 
swathes from the gum trees. The mistletoe fruit 
is a single-seeded, brightly coloured berry. 
Under the outer coat of the fruit is a sticky layer 
rich in glucose which envelops the seed. The 
mistletoe birds feed on the red mistletoe berries 
dispersing the digested seeds in the treetops. 
The mistletoe seeds secrete enzymes that eat 
holes in the bark of branches. The germinating 
seed then sends a tendril into this hole. This 

eventually forms a knobby haustorium (where the mistletoe root 
and the tree are joined). Once the mistletoe has established its roots 
inside the branch, it draws up water 
and minerals that would otherwise 
have fed that branch. Established 
mistletoe tends to grow quickly, 
if more than 50% of the crown is 
infested, the tree is in trouble.
Despite their bad reputation, 
mistletoes can be important - even beneficial. Unlike most plants 
that conserve their nutrients by withdrawing them prior to dropping 
their leaves, mistletoes shed their leaves as is, thereby boosting the 

availability of a wide range of nutrients. The steady stream of leaf 
litter effectively fertilises the forest floor and increases the habitat 
quality for wildlife. This leads to dramatically higher numbers of 
insects and spiders on the forest floor, which in turn provide food 
for insect eaters. 
The other parasite the Native Cherry 
looks nothing like a cherry tree; it has 
more the appearance of a cypress or 
Casuarina but is not related to these 
trees either. Their elegant form which 
reaches between 3 and 8 metres 
showcases its drooping emerald green 
to bronze foliage and distinguishes them from the other forest 
trees. I first encountered the tree as an orienteer, it was a favourite 
site for locating a checkpoint on the orienteering course. There is 
a native cherry just behind the Lions Club sign opposite the park 
on Blackhead Road, I will put a red 
ribbon on it so you can find it. 
The Native Cherry is a root parasite, 
i.e. its roots attach themselves to 
the roots of other plants and obtain 
nutrients from them, but as it matures 
it obtains food through its own 
photosynthesis. Therefore, it is not an 
obvious parasite as it usually has no 
adverse effects on the surrounding vegetation. Its red, pear shaped 
fleshy fruit on swollen sweet stems tends to be about 1cm in size, 
with the seed growing outside and below the fruit. The fruits are 
sweet and palatable to birds, animals and us (not that I have eaten 
any)! 
In the early days of European settlement the timber was used for 
making cabinets and today, even golf clubs. Wood turners use it 
under the name “cherry pine”.

A Native Cherry Tree

A Native Cherry Fruit

A Mistletoe Bird
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Tank’s Corner
I have noticed 2 cases at our clinic recently 
which relate to female dogs. The first case is 
not uncommon in female dogs and involves 
the build up of calculi in the bladder. Male 
dogs can also get bladder calculi, but they 
are usually small and multiple. In females the 
stones (calculi) are commonly quite large. In 
both sexes it cause discomfort and problems 
with urination, often with some blood mixed in with the urine. In 
both sexes it needs to be sorted out from Cystitis (irritation and 
frequent urination). This can be differentiated by X-rays of the 
bladder and urethra. 
In our case, Coco, an operation called a Cystotomy(opening of the 
bladder and then closure) was required to remove a stone 5cm X 
2.5 cms and oval in shape. This successfully solved Coco’s urinary 
problem, but she will need to stay on a modified diet to stop further 
occurrences. 
Case 2 involves an undesexed female about 8 yrs old with a pussy 
discharge from its vulva. The problem is called Pyometra (puss in 
the uterus) and occurs frequently in undesexed females (also in 
cats). This can go unnoticed if there is no discharge and the build 
up in the uterus continues causing one really sick dog. Others have 
a discharge, but it gets ignored because the dog remains Ok but 
not itself. 
Both of these scenarios are emergencies and need complete 
removal of the uterus as soon as possible. Case 2 made a very good 
recovery after surgery. Good caring and vigilant owners were these 
2 dogs best friends. 
I must thank my Dad for his help with some of the more difficult 
words in this story and for his assistance with these 2 cases, but 
dont get carried away here, as my supervison was essential in the 
outcomes. 

Lots of Licks – Tank.
Diamond Beach Veteranary Clinic - Telephone 6559 2277

Hallidays Point 
School Fundraiser
The Hallidays Point School P and C Association 
will be hosting the first ever ‘Hallidays Point BrickFest’ on Sunday 
February 21st at Hallidays Point School. 
Beginning at 9am there will be Lego Displays by the Lego User 
Group Rainbow Bricks as well as a Lego build area. Entry is $4, or 
$10 a family. 
The P and C will also be holding a BBQ and Cake Stall and James 
Arrow from Cafe 2 U will man the coffee van!
This fundraiser will be assisting the school in purchasing a much 
needed shade shelter for the school playground. 

Sarah Stenning
on behalf of Hallidays Point P and C Association.

WANT TO  
PLAY SOCCER 
THIS YEAR?
Registrations open on the 1st of February for any person turning 
5 this year or older. We are looking to even get our Men’s (over 
17s) team back in this year. So if this is you, or your child, head to  
www.myfootballclub.com.au to register from the 1st of February.
Payments can be made online by credit card, into the bank account 
that you’ll be given when registering, or by dropping money to the 
Club Treasurer at Club Meetings on Tues the 2nd of February or 
Tuesday the 1st of March at Hallidays Point Tavern. 
Any questions please email hpsc.soccer@gmail.com or call the 
Club Registrar on 0413 721 155. 
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Hallidays Point 
Combined 
Probus Club Inc.
We finished the year with music at our December Meeting. 

The acclaimed Probus Choir 
is back and in full voice as 
they entertained us with 
songs from the musicals of 
yesteryear and right up to 
modern times. Christmas 

was not forgotten as they finished off 
with a medley of our favourite carols 
we could all sing along to. A special 
highlight was provided by The Four 
Tunes, a vocal group made up of 
Anna Hamers, Lorraine Ramsden, 

John Clucas and Warwick Pulsford. 
Two from The Four Tunes, Lorraine 
and John donned props to sing “Do 
You Love Me” from Fiddler on The 
Roof.
With the music still buzzing in 
our minds many Probians then 
trooped off for a Christmas dinner 

at the Three Nippers to eat, drink and hope they won the raffle of 
hampers made up by Robin Billings. One lucky winner was later 
heard to say how pleased she was to find that every item in the 
hamper was appreciated and used.

In January Probus does not have 
a formal meeting but we made up 
for it with a Champagne Breakfast 
at the Surf Club. 
Members and families were served 
up hot Bacon, eggs, sausage 
and tomato washed down with 
champagne and orange juice     
followed by fresh fruit salad. As we 
sat overlooking the beach bathed 
in morning sunlight we wondered 

what the rich people were doing.
February sees us getting back to 
our regular monthly meetings on 
the first Tuesday of each month 
where we hear interesting speakers 
and enjoy fellowship and fun 
with likeminded retirees or semi 
retirees. If this sounds like what 
you may be interested in please 
ring Alan Bates, our President, on 6559 2793, who can give you 
more details and invite you to one of our meetings.

Jack McDonald/Probus Bulletin Editor

Anna and the President 
seem happy

New members, Ruth and Noel Evans 
enjoyed the food and company
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Dr Dorothy Greening 
Memorial Scholarship 
Presentation
A distinguished Life Member of the Lions Club of Hallidays 
Point, Peter Clarke presented the Dr. Dorothy Greening Memorial 
Scholarship at the Annual Presentation Ceremony at Hallidays 
Point Public School on Wednesday 10 December 2015. 
The recipient was Kristy Green and she received a cheque for 
$1200 to assist her secondary studies. Kristy’s proud parents were 
brought onto the stage during the award presentation. This is the 
second year the scholarship has been presented and the Lions Club 
of Hallidays Point as the Trustees of the Scholarship are pleased to 
assist the local youth and students in the area.

Carols in the Park
Beautiful weather and delightful performances from the Hallidays 
Point school who sang and acted out “ We can change the World” 
set the tone for the Peace and Tolerance theme at the Black Head 
Carols held on December 20th.
The Kiddies Hut pre-school then had everyone smiling as the 
youngsters sang and danced to four lively numbers.
It really was a lovely community event facilitated by our Hallidays 
Point Uniting Church where traditional carols and some 
contemporary music created a fun and relaxed atmosphere.
Event organiser Alan Tickle said it was wonderful to see so many 
smiling faces and as Santa said, the250 well - mannered children 
that lined up to see Santa and receive some sweets and a glo-
bangles are a credit to their parents and school. 

“We (Uniting Church) really appreciated all the positive feedback 
with so many people saying thank you and sharing how much they 
enjoyed the fun and celebration”

Did you lose some sunglasses?
A pair of sunglasses were found sitting on top of a post after the 
Carols. They are in the safe keeping of Alan and Mary-Ann Tickle. 
Please phone 6559 2148 to identify and collect the glasses.

A Need for  
Helping Hands
We are all aware of the many ways Lions 
are active in our Community. However 
we  need your help to continue the work.
Join us for a informal dinner at the surf 
club as we share and explore how you 
could be involved in making a difference 
in our community.

When: Thursday February 25
Where: Black Head Surf Life Saving Club

Time: 6:30PM
Contact Vaughn Parker for details

65559 3268 or 0409 593 268
Bookings are essential 
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Lion Sue 
Newton 
Appointed 
National Youth 
Exchange Program 
Chairman 

Sue is currently serving her second term as the Club Secretary 
of Hallidays Point Lions Club and during her time in Lions she 
has developed a keen interest in youth and in particular the Lions 
Youth Exchange program. She is the club representative for youth 
projects.
In 2014 Sue was the first member in the club’s history to initiate 
becoming a host family for Lions Youth Exchange. Her family was 
delighted to welcome Belen Torres Pastor from Grenada, Spain. 
Sue’s daughter Nicole then went on to become the club’s first 
sponsored youth to go on exchange in December, 2014. Nicole 
was very fortunate to be able to do a reciprocal exchange with the 
Pastor family and spend time in both Madrid and Grenada, Spain. 
This summer Sue’s family hosted a youth from Malaysia, Raveena 
Vincent John. It is through these activities that Sue has seen the 
other side of Lions Youth Exchange. She has personally witnessed 
and experienced the interpersonal relationships that develop 
through youth exchange.
As Club Secretary Sue has convened interview panels for selection 
of youth for the youth exchange program and successfully 
advertised and arranged for host families within the Hallidays 
Point Lions Club.

Through this process Sue developed a stronger interest in the 
youth exchange program and went on to talk to and get to 
know Lion Lorraine Hemsworth the Secretary/Treasurer of the 
Youth Exchange Sub-Committee. Lorraine spent many hours in 
2014 teaching Sue the processes of outward and inward youth 
exchange when her enquiring mind wanted to learn more about 
the program. This then led to discussions with our District Youth 
Exchange Program Chairperson Lion Steve Adams. Steve also took 
the time to teach Sue about the regulation, safety and travel talks 
to the youth.
Sue’s keen interest and enthusiasm for the Lions Youth Exchange 
Programme has now been recognised to the extent that she has 
just been appointed as the National Youth Exchange Chairman for 
Lions Multiple District 201 (Australia Wide). This accomplishment 
is well deserved for Sue and carries huge responsibilities. It is 
also an honour for the Lions Club of Hallidays Point to have Sue 
among their membership. We wish her good fortune with her new 
position from where we know she will grow the Youth Exchange 
Program from strength to strength.

Ed

The Lions International Youth Exchange Program 
was established in 1961 to give youth an opportunity to travel 
to exciting international destinations for up to 6 weeks.
Whilst overseas, the youth live with one or more families associated 
with Lions International to experience first-hand a new culture, 
lifestyle and customs. Unlike some exchange programs, the Lions 
Youth Exchange Program does not involve tourism, academic 
studies or employment.
The aim of the program is to create and foster a spirit of 
understanding among the peoples of the world.
The Lions Youth Exchange Program caters for both inbound and 
outbound youth exchanges:
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Black Head 
Longboarders

This year has started with a nice flurry 
of waves for the New Year period, 
with locals and holiday makers all 
enjoying good swell. 
Let’s hope this continues for 2016.
This year marks the 18th year 
since Black Head Longboarder’s 
beginnings which has seen some 
of our members involved in many 
different levels of competition 
surfing.
The club has seen some of our 
junior’s surf successfully at both State 
and Australian levels with the club 
assisting in sponsoring these junior 
members. This included assisting a 
former junior club champion, Jake 
Mills, to compete in the Australian 
titles in Western Australia in early 
2000.

The progression of time has seen many of our juniors move to ” The 
Big Smoke” to pursue careers both at home & overseas, however 
the Christmas break generally brings some of them home to fond 
memories and reminiscing of surfing in the local area and with the 
club.
The club has an annual competition which sees Black Head 
Longboarders and Saltwater Longboard Clubs go head to head in 
what we call the B&S comp. This is generally a hotly contested event 
in which Black Head currently holds the B&S trophy. All proceeds 
of this competition is donated to a charity that the winning club 
nominates.
Some of our senior’s also frequent the Harrington Mal Masters 
Longboarders comp held early November every year, in which 
some of us have attended since its inauguration in 1999. This 
particular comp draws long boarders from the age bracket of 40 
upwards and is an enjoyable catch-up to fellow veteran surfers 
from the 50s, 60s & 70s era who retain the love of surfing. 

This competition venue is more of a social event than a competition, 
a bit in line with the nature of Black Head Longboarders Club. 
Our competition year for 2016 starts on the second Sunday of 
February and all are invited to join us at the Diamond Beach car 
park @ 7am for the congregation and selection of surfing venue.

Check us out on facebook!! 

JUNIOR GOLF 
ELITE DEVELOPMENT SQUADS  

TO TRAIN AT TALLWOODS 
The weekend of 20 -21 February will see future champions from 
the Northern Inland and Hunter Regional Sports Academies under 
the auspices of Jack Newton Junior Golf establishing Tallwoods as 
a training centre.
Activities will include: 
Trackman radar ball 
flight monitor, carry 
distance testing, swing/
shot consistency testing, 
public speaking, game 
plan development / course scouting, controlling nerves, pre-shot 
routine development, effect of elevation on carry distance, contour 
mapping of greens, on-course challenges and exercises.
GIVE YOUR CHILD THE OPPORTUNITY TO PROGRESS TO 
THE REGIONAL ACADEMY LEVEL.
JUNIOR CLINICS ARE HELD EVERY FRIDAY

Does your child have the “swing”? Want 
to be the next Jason Day or Minjee Lee?
Or just want to invest in a great social 
game which may enhance business 
opportunities in later life?
Tallwoods Junior Golf Clinics are on 
again and will be conducted throughout 
Summer.
Every Friday @ 4.00 p.m. at Tallwoods. 
Clubs and balls provided.
For details contact the Professional  
Jeff Mendham on 6557 3900.

Our Longboard raffle winner- 
Gillian Black


