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Mal and Mavis Brown
Our Early Dairy Farmers
Mal and Mavis grew up in Bankstown Sydney, and met at 
Church in Chapel Road.
They were married in 1952 and they moved to Mavis’s 
parent’s dairy farm in Minto to help. This was a big change 
for a carpenter and dressmaker but their skills proved to 
hold them good stead.
Mavis’s Story:
In 1962, we bought our 175 acres, stocked, dairy property 
at Diamond Beach and named it “Malmay”. Our children 
were Diane 7, Janelle 5 and David 15 months old. The 
1st year was the driest and the next the wettest with 8ft.
of rain. Travelling down Blackhead Road into what is now 
Diamond Beach Road was rough. The trees met over the 
road, we passed only one house on the left. It was like a 
track with a turnaround at the dairy. The rest of the track 
was not used much, it continued through the forest and 
came out at Tallwoods Road, near where the ‘Big Buzz’ is 
today.
Our house was unpainted weatherboard with windows of artic glass 
because of the salt spray. We only had tank water and there was 
an old house next to our house which had a couple of rooms with 
vertical timber walls lined with old newspaper. The dairy was a 3 bail 
building, built by Doug Startin (Ruby’s husband) and his friends the 
Playfords. Next door to the dairy was a garage with such a severe lean 
that made it unusable. Fences were nonexistent except for a night 
paddock. Cows roamed on the road to a new Diamond Beach Estate 

with dirt roads, the beach, moor and forest.
We had a small quota of 24 gallons from 
huge Ayrshire X cows. We were Jersey stud 
people and crossed them with a Jersey bull 
for excess milk and cream. We fed the pigs 
and calves skim milk.
Mail was delivered on horseback or by bike, 
then later by the baker from Nabiac where 
the bread was baked in a large wood oven. 
The butcher called around, and much later 
a fruit and veggie fellow.
In drought, the milk carrier filled our cans 
with water and brought them out free, we 
were very grateful.
Our night milk plus extra milk to make the 
quota, was picked up at 6.00am by Ken 
Northern, who was wonderful. Many times 
we slept in and he didn’t mind helping.
There were only seven copies of newspapers 
(Times) delivered to the area and we 
managed to get one. Our phone number 

was 7 and we had a wind up handset attached to the wall. The Post 
Office and telephone exchange was in a house in Albert Street at Black 
Head and our old neighbour Bill Gorton’s wife was Post Mistress.
Bill taught Mal a lot about timber to use for fencing, and those not to 
use. We later rented his farm for our dry cattle. When the cows were 
near to calving, we put homemade bells around their necks, how 
clever they were to chew and not ring the bell! They would go into 
the bush to calve.

Continued Page 16
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Diamond Beach/
Seascape Landcare
Diamond Beach Park behind the Fire Station has 
been the focus of a major project undertaken by 
members of the Diamond Beach and Seascape 
sub-committees of Hallidays Point Landcare Group Inc.

Working on alternate Fridays since 
August, much has been done on 
weeding asparagus fern, cleaning 
out dead timber and removing 
illegally dumped garden refuse. 
This was a classic example of how 
garden plants can become noxious 

in natural reserve areas. Currently the group is bark chipping the 
vegetated areas to control weeds and conserve moisture. 
At Diamond Beach the group continues to spend the remainder of 
its time weeding and maintaining the dunes and littoral rainforest 
areas at the back of the beach. At Seascape work is ongoing in tree 
planting and weeding, while at 
Red Head and Black Head weekly 
working bees remove noxious 
weeds and maintain the littoral 
rainforests. Volunteers are always 
welcome at all locations. See the 
“What’s Happening” (page 19) for 
contact details.

by Peter Ryall
Working at Diamond Beach Park: 
Photo 1: Brian Mitchell, Graham Studd and Tim Beckett. 
Photo 2: Neville Semmler, Breck Muir.

Tidy Dogs at  
Hallidays Point
Dogs weren’t always as tidy as they are now. In 
early 2010 the state of the parks and beaches 
was so bad Landcare decided to take action 

to promote the pick up of doggie doo. We bought dog tidy bags 
and dispensers one each for Black Head Red Head and Diamond 
Beach. The bill $806.14.
The dog bags were so 
popular we had trouble 
keeping up with the demand 
so in 2011 we got a few more 
dispensers for Black Head 
and Diamond Beach. The 
bill $706.10.
Each year as a result of 
requests we put a few more 
dispensers out and this year 
there will be a new one at 
Red Head and one at Back 
Beach. The average cost for bags per year is now around $1450.
The dispensers are filled by volunteers, usually those who have 
dogs they like to walk every day although sometimes the bags 
disappear so quickly there might be a day or so before we catch up. 
It’s always prudent to start out with a spare bag or two just in case.
The total bill so far $5,180.24. This money comes from the proceeds 
of the Black Head Bazaar but any dog owners who would like to 
donate to the cause we would be grateful. Keep up the good job 
you tidy dogs.

By Alana

‘Bag Dog’ by Jane Hosking
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Help & Exercise!
While you’re walking in your neighbourhood, 

why not help deliver the  
Hallidays Point News of Our World?

We currently need spare walkers 
to cover for our regulars 

who are on holiday.
Please call Clare on: 6559 3413
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Our Natural World
with Geraldine
The Architectural Styles of Wasps
I walked into the garage the other day and in the back corner I 
could hear the tell-tale buzz of a wasp busy building its latest nest. 
I thought you little “bast---d” what item are you clogging up with 
mud this time. In the past the crevices in the frame of the golf 
buggy have been a favourite or on one occasion the air intake of 
the mulcher.
These wasps are the Mud 
Daubers. The Mud Dauber Wasp 
is a large black or dark brown 
wasp, banded with yellow. It has 
a thin waist and long legs. In 
summer it is often seen around 
wet soil, pools, bird baths as it 
collects mud to make its nest. 
The female builds a mud nest 
carrying small pellets of mud from damp soil. Several cells are 
built next to each other in rows. Nests are common around houses 
in sheds, garages and car ports. The adult wasp preys on spiders 
which it paralyses and packs into each nest cell, then an egg is laid 
in the cell. The larva eats the spider when the egg hatches. From 
what I have read there’s no need to worry about being stung by 
mud daubers – unlike social wasps they are not aggressive, and are 
unlikely to sting as long as you don’t touch them. Control is not 
necessary; instead think of them as beneficial insects which help to 
keep spider numbers in check.
Then there is the paper wasps which are a completely different 
kettle of fish. Paper Wasps will readily attack and sting anyone 
approaching or disturbing their nest. They have a painful sting 

and will attack any person 
approaching or disturbing their 
nest. Jill can attest to this, she was 
busy cutting the hedge outside 
the backdoor when she sliced 
the paper wasp nest in half. She 
threw the shears in the air and 
sprinted down the path yelling 
and flapping her hands while 
being chased by a very angry swarm of wasps. I think the final 
count for bites was about 12! And yes the sting is very painful.
These slender wasps have long thin wings and are tan with darker 
bands and some yellow markings on the face. Paper wasps are social 
wasps forming small colonies of 12 to 20 individuals. They build 
a nest out of grey papery material made from chewed up wood 
fibre and saliva. Nests are often located under eaves, pergolas or in 
shrubs. The nest is cone-shaped, becoming rounder as more cells 
are added. The nest has a maximum diameter of 10cm to 12cm 
with numerous hexagonal cells visible underneath, some of the 

cells having white caps. An egg 
is laid in each cell which hatches 
into a grub like larva. The adults 
feed the larvae on chewed-up 
caterpillars caught by the adults. 
The cells are then capped and the 
larvae pupate inside. Adult paper 
wasps feed on nectar. Most of the 
adult paper wasps die in winter, 

with a few hibernating to start new colonies.
The wasps are just another fascinating part of nature’s rich tapestry.

Happy New Year from Geraldine
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Annie Rose Academy  
Dance Concert a Big Success
The performers together with teachers Bev Williamson and Kate 
Cheney from Annie Rose Academy of Dance wish to thank the 
wonderful audience who once again made their 2015 Concert held 
on the 29th of November such a great success. Profits made from 
the door takings were presented and gratefully accepted by the 
Rural Fire Service Diamond Beach.

Deputy Captain Jan Kempe accepted the cheque on behalf of the 
Brigade. Jan made a brief acceptance speech after the event on 
Sunday. 

by Valerie Smoker

BACK ROW  L-R – Chris Hill, Jan Kempe & Megan Cerff.
LOWER L-R Graham Hill, Alan Murphy & Kyle Merzlikoff.

Hallidays Point Senior 
Citizens Association News

Our busy month started with the Black Head Bazaar on Sunday 
6th. Our band of dedicated volunteers were kept busy providing 
breakfast for a large turnout at the Bazaar.
Sixteen of us enjoyed our November bus trip to the recently opened 
Slim Dusty museum in Kempsey. We stopped along the way for 
a delicious morning tea provided by Ray and Bev. The museum 
was fascinating with Slim’s costumes and guitars as well as his 
big purple Fairlane and the caravan he toured in, all on show. We 
enjoyed a buffet lunch at the Kempsey RSL overlooking the river. 
All agreed it was a terrific day.
Our Christmas party was held on Wednesday 9th December at 
our favourite venue, the Black Head Bowling Club. We enjoyed a 
delicious traditional Christmas lunch with all the trimmings. Our 
luncheon organisers Carol, Marilyn and Lee did a wonderful job 
decorating the area which put everyone in the festive mood. Betty 
Ashton won the Lucky Door Prize which incidentally was a Ginger 
Bread House!
We play bingo (restarting on 1st February), croquet, do Tai Chi, 
hold art classes and poetry readings, we enjoy monthly bus trips as 
well as trips to the theatre.
So if you’re new to the area or have thought you would like to try 
something new – with apologies to the Andrews Sisters “we’ll be 
seeing you”.

by Gail Phair
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Fishing News
with Trevor
I am often amazed at the resilience 
of nature and its ability to rebound 
and rejuvenate under, often, trying 
conditions. I wrote last year about the demise of the humble pipi 
and to a lesser extent, the beach worms on our local beaches and 
the mystery of their disappearance. Now, thankfully, they are 
beginning to reappear, not in the numbers they were a decade ago, 
but it has helped to initiate nature’s cycle again. 

Small flocks of quaint pied oystercatcher birds feeding on the 
pipis, are dotted up and down Tuncurry Beach once more. Bream 
crunch the small pipis for food and you will often find the crushed 
shell in the gut. But as yet, it hasn’t translated into more fish.
The water has been cold (about 18 degrees) grey in colour (what the 
pro fisherman calls “black water”) and unproductive, uninviting 
and one  has to work hard to get a reasonable catch. Flocks of 
terns are working so there should be tailor, using pilchards or 
metal lures at dawn or dusk, which are the best times. There are 
reports of good catches of whiting on worms on the southern end 
of Tuncurry Beach but are pretty scarce up Black Head end.
The sea wall at Forster/Tuncurry is still producing some fine 
jewfish to 7kg. and a few over 20kg. on live bait and according 
to Brad from Tuncurry Tackle shop, on Lunds Squid. It appears 
that flathead fishing has been outstanding near the estuaries of 
Wallis Lake and the Manning. Drifting using whitebait or trying 
soft plastics are proving to be successful. Trumpeter whiting are 
still prominent towards Wallis Lake entrance.
Off shore results have been mixed. Pushing off Black Head Beach, 
Phil and crew boated a few plate sized snapper but had to rely on 
flathead on the gravel beds to get a reasonable catch. Ever reliable, 
it appears there are plenty of good size of this species. Forster 
Sports Fishing Charters has had some outstanding days catching 
bar cod, mahi mahi (dolphin fish) and kingfish out wide.

Good Fishing. Trevor

John & Vicky Rowley’s Christmas light show has been  
an annual feature at Red Head for 10-years
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Black Head 
Surf Life Saving 
Club News
The holidays are now in full swing so a few comments on water 
safety.
We are all are terrified of sharks, but there is something much more 
dangerous than sharks on our surf beaches and that is Rips and 
Currents. 
More people drown in the surf than are attacked by sharks. 
When rips are in place they sit in channels and they are like rivers 
of the sea. The flow starts close to the beach then goes off shore. 
There is a rip every 150 to 200m along any beach on the east 
coast. Life guards and surf patrols only cover 50m approximately 
between the flags of any patrolled beach leaving a big stretch of 
beach unpatrolled.
On a surf beach, a rip will look like calmer water and darker 
channels but these are the danger areas for swimming. Where 
there is more white water and waves breaking there is less likely 
to be a rip.

What to do if caught in a rip: 
• Don’t panic, it’s not going to pull you under, it’s not an 

undertow
• Signal for help if possible 
• Swim across a rip if you can towards the white water and 

waves 
• If you can’t swim, float and the rip will eventually dissipate 
• Conserve your energy 

Preventative measures are the best form of safety “swim between 
the flags” and if it’s out of patrol times ask people on the beach who 
may know about the condition of the surf at that time.
For more information on rips and currents look on the “Dr Rip” 
web site or talk to patrolling members on the beach.
Head to Head ocean swim and ski paddle is on again, January 17th. 
See information on page 7.
BHSLC had a very successful carnival at Crowdy Head in 
November being the overall winners. Congratulations to all the 
brilliant participants
IRB proficiencies have been completed in testing surf conditions 
without any roll overs, well done all drivers and crew.
Breaky on the Verandah and Bingo will be running through the 
holidays, check club notice board for details, ‘Sunday Sippers’ from 
3pm on Sundays.
The beach will be patrolled from 9am to 5pm all through the 
holidays, have a chat with life guards and the volunteer surf life 
saving patrols on surf matters or club activities.
See you on the beach

by Kim Gollan, BSLSC publicity officer
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Black Head 
Longboarders
Black Head Longboarders 
celebrated the end of the 2015 year with a great day of surfing 
followed by our Christmas party at the Black Head Bowling Club.
All had a great night with food catered by the bowling club and 
rocking away to the tunes of the band for the night– The Lead 
Bellies.
To sum up the year of competition, only 5 comp days of the 11 
available were surfed due mostly to the inconsistency of surf, 
hopefully 2016 will be kinder in the supply of waves.
The club has had two successful Annual social events this year 
being the Barrels & Birdies surf and golf day at Cellito’s and a great 
weekend spent at Crescent Head. Hopefully we will also include a 
weekend at Scott’s Head in 2016.
Some club members ventured further afield with a trip to “Clem’s” 
surf camp in New Guinea which between the food and waves the 
lads had a great time.

Our club presentation was also held at the Bowling Club prior to 
the Christmas Party with the competition winners being - Open 
9’ 1st Todd Choma, 2nd James Duval & 3rd Chase Choma. In the 
Girls competition - 1st Jordan Morse & 2nd Gillian Black.
Our annual board raffle for the year was won by Gillian Black - 
congratulations Gillian.
We would like to thank our Major sponsors - Jungle Surf for their 
undying support with the 2x $25 vouchers draw each club meet for 
the members to spend at Jungle surf and the great prizes to be won 
at our end of year raffles.
We would also like to acknowledge - Dee T Shirts, Cellarbrations 
Bottle Shop Diamond Beach and GORDO Surf Boards.
We will return to our comp days on the second weekend of every 
month staring in February 2016.
If you would like to join the club in a social or surfing capacity 
contact us on Face Book.

James Duval, Black Head Longboarders
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Library hours for January!
The library will close for the holiday period from 3pm Thursday 
24 December and reopen at 10am on Monday 4th January. We 
are open 10am – 5pm Monday to Friday and 10am – 12 noon on 
Saturdays.

Twilight Storytime 
for 4-8 yr olds
Bring the kids or grandkids 
to our special storytime 
from 5.30 – 6.15pm on 
Thursday 7 January. 
Theme: Underwater Lost 
World. Bookings essential 
ph 6559 3066

School Holiday 
Program
We have another exciting line up of activities for school aged 
children for the holidays. Bookings are required for all activities, 
so pop into the library for a program or download a copy at www.
manningvalleylibraries.com.au Get in early, as sessions are filling 
quickly!

Summer Reading Club
Young people aged 5-16 are once again invited to join the Summer 
Reading Club. Register at your local library before 8 January and 
receive your special Reading Club pack. All members who hand 

in their completed reading logs by 18 Jan receive an invitation 
to our exclusive Summer Reading Club party at the Manning 
Entertainment Centre on Wednesday 20 January. The Summer 
Reading Club is a national program that encourages children 
aged 5-16 yrs to read throughout the holidays. Run in partnership 
with the State Library of Queensland, the Australian Library 
and Information Association, and the Australian Public Library 
Alliance last year saw over 41,000 Australian children register and 
collectively read more than 267,000 books. 

Board Games
We have a range of board games that you can enjoy playing in the 
Library. Challenge your child/grandchild/partner to a game of 
chess, Guess who, Upwords, UNO, Ludo, or many other games. 
A great way to spend an afternoon if the weather is too hot or too 
wet!

Exhibition in the Library Gallery
From 16 December through to 22 January, enjoy a very diverse 
collection of art by four local talented artists - Fred Bullen, Lyn 
Doney, Jeanette Smith and Barry Steed. This exhibition is well 
worth a visit!

Free Wi-Fi Available 
Having family or friends visiting in the New Year who need access 
to the internet? Did you know that the Library is a wireless hotspot?  
4 hours free access per day, no password needed!

See you soon in the Library!!
Library Hours: Mon – Fri 10am – 5pm, Sat 10am – 12 noon

Hallidays Point 
Branch

 “Children (and parents) enjoying 
Christmas craft at Library Storytime.”
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Monthly Book Review
Life or Death by Michael Robotham
I love a good crime story 
and Life or Death is a good 
one - winning the CWA 
Gold Dagger, best Crime 
Novel, 2015. This is my first 
Michael Robotham read and 
I’m lining up his 9 other 
books for the summer. He 
has twice won Australia’s 
Ned Kelly Award for best 
crime novel. 
Audie Palmer escapes prison 
1 day before his release after 
serving ten years for an 
armed robbery. He has good 
reason to. The story is set in 
Texas, USA, and has a great 
array of strong characters. 
Moss his prison friend and Special agent Desiree Furness, a little 
bundle of tenaciousness, are on his side, but there are plenty of bad 
guys who have a lot to lose from his freedom.
The action follows Audie from his youth and his mixed up family, 
meeting the love of his life and a lot of being in the wrong place 
and time. Fast paced action keeps the pages turning and ends 
with the wise words “Life is short. Love is vast. Live like there’s no 
tomorrow.”
I give this 4/5

Review by Alana

Author Michael Robotham

Kiddies Hut 2015  
End of Year Concert

The Kiddies Hut Educators would like to congratulate the children 
on yet another wonderful End of Year Concert. This year was our 
‘Spectacular’ where we showcased our favourite dances from the 
past 10 years’ concerts. What a wonderful evening was had by 
all the Educators and 
families.
Congratulations also 
to our 2015 Graduates. 
We had a lovely 
ceremony followed by 
a luncheon with the 
families. We would 
like to wish every one 
of them the very best 
in their transition to big school and we will miss you!
Merry Christmas to everyone from the Kiddies Hut team, stay safe 
and enjoy the holidays! If you wish to enrol for 2016 please give us 
a call or drop in.
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Lions Youth Exchange
The Lions Club of Hallidays Point is happy to welcome to Hallidays 
Point, Raveena Vincent John. This is what Raveena had to say:
My name is Raveena and I’m 17 years old.
I was born in Kota Kinabalu, Sabah, 
Malaysia.
My parents are Dr. Victor John who is my 
dad and my mom is Dr. Roshni K. Victor 
I also have a little brother whose name is 
Gulshen Victor John and he is fifteen years 
old. 
In Malaysia we use our father’s first and 
second name for the children.
So my name is Raveena Victor John. 
My hobbies are swimming, reading 
and listening to music. Of course I am 
shopaholic like other girls too. 
The thing I like to buy most are shoes. I have 30 pairs of shoes. 

My dad is a Christian while my 
mom is a Hindu so my family 
practice both.
I am very lucky that I still 
have two grandmothers and a 
grandfather from my mother’s 
side.
My ambition is to become a 
Veterinarian because I just love 
animals especially monkeys. 
Hopefully I can study at 
University in Australia.

Malaysia is a multicultural country 
consisting of mainly Malays, Chinese, 
Indians and others. Muslim is our 
National Religion.
We are ruled by a King who is crowned 
every 4 years on rotations of any one of 
the Sultans. Our Prime Minister is a 
Malay. He is also elected every 4 years.
The main source of income in Malaysia is rubber. We are a fast 
growing country. Palm oil comes second. Malaysia is also rich with 
tin.
We have a tropical climate and experience rain fall often.
Malaysia is a Peninsula and is surrounded by the South China Sea. 
Singapore was once part of Malaysia.
Meeting people and making friends is my passion. I love visiting 
new places but I must confess, this is my maiden trip alone. So far 
it has been just great.
I am staying with the Newton - Jones family in Tallwoods Village 
for 4 weeks. So far I have explored the local area and I am now 
sightseeing at Pearl Beach on the Central Coast and Sydney, staying 
with the Newton family.
 I am a member of Leo’s which is part of the Lions Club of Banting, 
my hometown.
 I would like to thank the Hallidays Point Lions Club and Lions Sue 
for giving me this opportunity. 

Raveena

Raveena’s Family

TELL YOUR FRIENDS AROUND THE WORLD

View the Hallidays Point News of Our World on line at:  
www.hallidayspointnews.org
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Exchange Student 
Tristan Mannow
Hallidays Point Lions Club also has great 
pleasure in sponsoring local youth Tristan 
Mannow, 17yrs of Diamond Beach on an 
outward Lions Youth Exchange to Canada.
On the 6 December, 2015 Tristan Mannow 
flew out of Australia bound for Alberta, 
Canada on his first overseas trip. Tristan 
took part in an application and interview 
process to be accepted into the Lions Youth Exchange program.  
For the next 6 weeks Tristan will be based in Alberta, Canada. 
Tristan’s first stay was in Calgary where he flew in from Los Angeles 
and stayed with the Pretteggiani family and then travelled down 
to Cardston, Alberta to stay with the Strang family for 3 weeks. 
Cardston is close to the American border and State of Montana. 
Tristan is able to see the Rocky Mountains from his host family 
home. Let’s hope he gets to experience a white Christmas and see 
some Canadian wildlife.
In the last 3 weeks of the trip Tristan will stay with Dietz family in 
Milo, Alberta. Milo is a very small community of about 200 people 
and situated approximately 127 kilometres South East of Calgary. 
Whilst staying with the Dietz family it is hoped Tristan will get 
to experience some snow skiing and fun activities that the snow 
offers.
At the end of his Canadian stay Tristan will meet up in Los Angeles 
with some fellow Australians that were hosted in the USA on 
Lions Youth Exchange. They will all then spend 4 days as tourists 
experiencing the sights of LA before travelling home.
We hope to have some more information about Tristan’s adventure 
in February NoOW newsletter.

Sue Newton, Secretary - Lions Club of Hallidays Point

Lions Pop Up Shop

The Pop Up Shop in Hallidays Point Shopping Square was officially 
opened on the 15th of December and has immediately been a hive 
of activity with customers taking advantage of the huge variety 
of pre-loved treasures which have been generously donated from 
our community. If you haven’t already visited the shop, take the 
opportunity as soon as you can to grab a bargain buy of something 
you really never new you wanted until you saw it! Lions members 
under the supervision of Tyrone & Lyn will be serving in the shop 
during the holiday season and will be more than happy to help you 
with your purchases, the proceeds of which will go to good causes 
near and wide.
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Diamond Beach 
Rural Fire Service

Getting ready for a bush fire is easier than you think. 
By taking 20 minutes with your family to discuss what 
you’ll do during a fire, you could save their lives, as well 
as your home.
Following is an extract from the Rural Fire Service website 

www.rfs.nsw.gov.au

STEP 1
DISCUSS WHAT TO DO IF A BUSH FIRE 
THREATENS YOUR HOME
Many households find that having a discussion 
over dinner works best as everybody is together 
and focussed.

STEP 2
PREPARE YOUR HOME AND GET IT 
READY FOR THE BUSH FIRE SEASON
There are simple things you can do around your 
home to prepare it for a bush fire, like keeping 
the grass low and having a cleared area around 
your home.

STEP 3
KNOW THE BUSH FIRE ALERT LEVELS
If there is a fire in your area you will find its 
alert level on the NSW RFS website and in the 
‘Fires Near Me’ app.  You need to keep track of 
the alert level so you know what you should do.

STEP 4
KEEP ALL THE BUSH FIRE INFORMATION 
NUMBERS, WEBSITES AND THE SMART 
PHONE APP
Its a fact if you and your home are well prepared 
you stand a better chance of surviving a bush 
fire. Download the simple steps today.

MYFIREPLAN APP
You can also make your bush fire survival plan with the MyFirePlan 
app, available on iOS and Android.
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HALLIDAYS POINT 
GARDEN CLUB 
On Sunday, November 29th close to 80 people attended the club’s 
annual Christmas Dinner at Black Head Surf Club. As usual, it 
was a very convivial evening with lots of chatter and socialising 
around the hall and a beautiful dinner organised and prepared by 
the membership of the club. A big thankyou is extended to Annette 
Hart for her splendid organisation of the evening. The Lucky Door 
prize of the rather stunning orchid was won by Lynn Saunders and 
the Hamper Raffle was won by Carol Schultz.

Some chores in the garden for the coming hot summer months 
might include the following:
• Raise the mower height during warm weather.  Longer grass 

means cooler soil at root level
• White fly can be a nuisance on tomato plants.  Sticky yellow 

traps – made out of yellow plastic smeared with petroleum 
jelly – will catch many.  Pyrethrum is the most effective 
knockdown insecticide.

• Renew layers of mulch on garden beds.
• Sow or plant dwarf beans, spring onions and carrots.
• Cut back and fertilise fuschias.
• Feed mangoes with Citrus Food.
• Hibiscus flower beetle might appear and needs to be controlled 

with a low-toxic insecticide.
• Sow or plant salvias, ageratum, sweet corn and zucchini.
• Prune NSW Christmas Bush after flowering and feed with a 

light scattering of blood and bone.
• Harvest beans regularly so they will produce more crops.
• For a wonderful autumn rose display, cut back in the middle 

of January and fertilise.
 

Happy gardening and Happy New Year to all readers.
 Carmel Bartlett
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Tank’s Corner
Christmas and the New Year have gone 
and I would like to welcome all the new 
“furever” friends that have arrived (even 
those from the dark side called cats). I do 
like visitors, so feel free to come and romp 
with me. I am at the clinic most days and I 
love to play and I love to smooch with your 
human friends. 
Don’t forget to have your Microchip address and telephone numbers 
changed to your current address if you have recently moved house. 
We get a lot of fellow pets brought in that are lost and we are unable 
to reunite them with their Dads and Mums because the details with 
the Microchip are out of date. Remind your D’s and M’s that our 
vaccinations, heartworm prevention, Flea and Tick protection, and 
Worming are most important to maintain our health. 
There are 2 new groovy Flea and Tick protections for you mutts 
(not yet for cats) called Nexgard (1/mth) and Bravecto(1/3mths) 
and they are chewable tablets and only have to be given once per 
month or 1/3mths and it doesn’t matter how many times I jump 
into the water or when I am washed. 
Remind your owners not to leave us in cars in hot weather as it 
only takes 5 minutes for us to become uncomfortable. Beware of 
the extra traffic during holiday time and don’t overindulge in fatty 
foods or onions.
Pet Insurance is essential for all the problems we may get at festive 
times and throughout the year. All the best for 2016 and be nice to 
your owners as they are only Humans! 

Lots of Licks – Tank.
Diamond Beach Veteranary Clinic

Telephone 6559 2277

Gazza’s Car 
Care Tips
Going on Holidays?  
Is Your Car Ready for the 
Trip?
Check your engine oil level. With 
your engine off and parked on a level 
surface, check that the level is between 
the markers on your dipstick.

Windshield Wipers – If your windshield wipers are not working 
well or are more than six months old, it’s a good idea to replace 
them. Bad windshield wipers make driving in the rain on 
unfamiliar roads more dangerous. Check the water level in your 
windshield washer bottle and add solvent.
Battery - The only accurate way to detect a weak battery is with 
professional equipment. However, you can clean the battery surface 
and retighten all connections. If battery caps are removable, check 
the fluid level or check your indicator condition through the 
viewer on your battery (colour indicators should be marked on the 
battery). A word of caution: Removal of cables can cause damage 
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HOLEY 
MOLEY!
Who was it who said ‘Don’t 
let the facts get in the way of a 
good story’?
May I apologise for any 
inaccuracies in regard to the 
sinking of the Titanic – sorry 
canoe – whoops kayak. I realise 
when you are sinking it is 
important to know what you are sinking in – it’s the first thing 
you think of. I did not realise passing on the information given 
to me by . . . no I must not dob in the members of Hallidays Point 
Landcare group so I won’t - would cause such a stir. 
To Skipper aka Col Tallis and First Mate Gilligan Mitchell please 
don’t let this incident of sinking at sea put you off this very popular 
pursuit. Col – whatever the Darwin awards are I hope you win 
a heap of them. Gilligan Mitchell will in time overcome the guilt 
feeling when he realises he was not the man who drilled the holes.
I do hope you all had a happy Christmas and will enjoy a happy 
and healthy New Year. Again, apologies for any inaccuracy as I am 
sure you know that I am a Pom. 
As an aside, can anyone confirm where the next Ashes series will 
be played? Also well done Coo-ee Bruce and Elaine Tyler.

Malcolm & Paddy
Editors Note:
Now that Malcolm has apologised as humbly as he can, I consider 
this to be an end of this particular saga. However I’m happy to 
receive other articles of friendly, rivalry banter from future 
contributors for our amusement. - John Finnie, Editor

or loss of data/codes on some newer vehicles. Check your manual. 
Be sure to avoid contact with corrosive deposits and battery acid. 
Wear eye protection and rubber gloves.
Lights - Check your headlights and taillights to make sure all 
are working. New bulbs are easy to install, inexpensive, improve 
visibility and safety.
Tyres - Examine tyres for remaining tread life, uneven wearing, 
and cupping; check the sidewalls for cuts and nicks. Check tyre 
pressure. Let the tyres “cool down” before checking the pressure. 
Don’t forget your spare, and be sure you have a jack and it is in 
good condition.
It is wise to have a roadside emergency kit that includes items 
such as a first aid kit, water, a tyre pressure gauge, jumper cables, a 
torch and a blanket.  Keep important telephone numbers in your 
glove box or in your mobile phone in case of a breakdown or travel 
emergency. 

Have a safe trip and enjoy your trip, Garry Douglas Autos
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Vince Hoy was our next door neighbour on the other side of 
Diamond Estate. He was a wonderful man, everyone’s friend, always 
helping others. With his brother they helped with hay carting, dam 
sinking, looking for lost cattle, taught our son all about the ocean 
and let our daughter practice on his piano. Unfortunately, while 
retrieving his boat from a bombora off Diamond Beach, Vince was 
knocked unconscious and drowned, so sad.
Another neighbour at Red Head, Bill Heapy, grew peas and ran a 
dairy. His children and ours caught the bus at the end of Diamond 
Beach Road and we would walk down, two miles, pushing or pulling 
our son in a stroller, or billy cart.
Mal started a milk run at Nabiac using a milk can with a tap and 
served from the boot of a Holden car. He would get up at 4.00am, 
milk enough for Nabiac and left me to finish the milking, hoping to 
be back to take the children to the bus stop.
During the Christmas holidays Mal served the campers situated in 
the park opposite Black Head Beach (now Wyllie Breckenridge Park). 
Mums and kids came out from Taree for six weeks while Dad worked 
in town. They brought fridges, washing machines, flooring etc. It was 
a very popular location. There was only one shop, P.O., Guest House, 

Holiday Cottages and no fences. Some permanent retired residents 
included the Skeats, Pages, Aflicks, Startins, Stewarts, Watts, Crisps, 
Godwins, Gordons, Wilsons and Singles.
The school bus to Taree, known as ‘The Red Baron, was owned by 
Mr. Popalate and picked up children from the junction of Diamond 
Beach Road and Blackhead Road. The back way to town, was Old 
Soldiers Road through the forest which is now National Park.
We had a very bad fire that came through from the west. There 
was no fire brigade but 
everyone helped. It got 
away and travelled down 
to the beach next door to 
our farm where black and 
red embers blew over our 
house. The children helped 
put out fires around the 
hay shed with wet bags 
and containers of water 
to keep them damp. We 
had the wagon packed, the 
girls packed their shoes, 
one her encyclopedia, they 
were not going to school without shoes!
Another time the moor was alight, and looked like a cane fire. 
Everyone helped including our son David, who was about 14, 
with slashers and dozers. There were no firefighters so we just used 
common sense.
The moor grew Christmas Bells, wild Boronia, yellow and brown, 
also a purple trailing variety.
A Rutile Company came and mined bringing lots of trucks each 
day for a couple of years. Our road was upgraded but there were a 
lot of pot holes which we kept filling. At one time, coming home 

Mal & Mavis’ Children: 
Diane, Janelle & David

Farm House & Buildings when Purchased in 1962
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with a trailer load of meal, the road had been graded, we couldn’t get 
traction so the grader pushed us up the hill.
After our bull was injured, we had our cows artificially inseminated, 
which upgraded our herd in milk and cream quantities and quality. 
We topped the sale in vealers at 1 pound a kilo.
We eventually sold our cows as they calved and went into beef cattle. 
We continually topped the sales, most of the cattle were Frisians by 
then. The fellow from Cooloongolook who purchased them, moved 
to Finlay where they now milk 500.
We grew our own vegetables using washing water from the dairy. 
Church was at Nabiac where lots of farming families each filled a 
pew. I became a Sunday School teacher.
Mal took the girls and later David to tennis and soccer and he 
eventually became a coach. The girls joined Rural Youth, and Mal 
& I became leaders. We took a lot of members from the local area 
in our old baker’s panel van to shows at Nabiac, Lansdowne, Taree, 
Wingham, Oxley Island, Mt George and Field Days.
Our group worked well together, even studied on the school bus. 
Nabiac won the area field day at Taree show, people came from all 
over the Hunter etc. to compete in dressmaking, public speaking, 
debating, cooking, plus all types of practical activities including, 
leading cattle, stacking hay, changing tyres, sewing a button, 
changing a nappy on a doll, folding socks, ironing a shirt, also lots of 
identification of cattle, dogs, plants, seeds, weeds etc. Judging cattle, 
eggs, embroidery, cooking scones, cakes etc. Members were billeted 
at Muswellbrook, Dungog, Wingham, Taree etc. One year we hosted 
30 people, with the help of beds from friends. Thank goodness for 
the vegie garden, peach and mulberry trees, milk, eggs, home kill 
and such.
All of this was a great experience, giving them confidence for skills 
later in life.
We had lots of visitors, once 13 in a day, with 2 camping for the 

night. No holidays for years, trips with Rural Youth to Cairns, Ayres 
Rock and Tasmania, the trips were funded, raising money by selling 
bottles collected at Back Beach, clearing fireweed, corn picking and 
collecting cow manure.
All we ever made, went back into the dairy. Overheads such as 
Insurance, Health Rates etc. were much lower in those days.
We had a good life which kept us busy and fit.

Thank you Mavis.
Mal is a foundation member of Probus and only recently retired from 
the Choir. He was also very involved in the setting up of the Tennis 
Club at Black Head. Now, after 12 years with the Fire Brigade, at 83 
enough is enough. Mal and Mavis have been involved in the activities 
at Community Church through the years helping with Kids Club, 
Garden, Craft and over 55s lunches and still lend a hand. They have 
a lovely home on 10 acres at Diamond Beach. 1 acre is a great garden 
which they both enjoy, and continues to keep them busy and fit!!

Story by Margaret Waldock

MEDIA RELEASE
Future Work Planned for Diamond Beach Road
In a previous edition, it was reported that next year a reconstruction 
of Diamond Beach Rd will occur from the Black Head intersection 
to the vicinity of Red Head Road intersection.
Cr Alan Tickle informed that part of the Federal Assistance Grant( 
FAGS) to Greater Taree City Council has been allocated by Council 
to extend the work to Diamond Drive in 2017.
Cr Tickle previously argued in debate to Council upon receipt of the 
local petition, that while it was good to have subdivisions approved 
off Diamond Beach and Red Head Roads, the state of Diamond 
Beach Rd did not encourage buyers, not to mention the safety 
considerations.

HALLIDAYS POINT NETBALL SEASON 
2016 REGISTRATION DAYS 

Payments must be made on registration days. 

These are the ONLY registration days; late registrations will NOT be taken. 

If you cannot make these dates you must contact the registrar Tracy Black on batton_t@hotmail.com 
before the final registration date. 

The 2016 Hallidays Point Netball Club Registrations Dates are as follows: 

Thursday 11th February 2016 from 5pm to 7pm 
Saturday 13th February 2016 from 10am to 1pm

Registrations are held at the Diamond Beach Netball Court (located behind Cellarbrations Diamond Beach).  For further information and 
inquiries please contact the President Rosemary Hudson 0403 179 406 or Registrar Tracy Black 0417 250 187. 

On Registration days we will have on display and available to purchase or order the Halliday’s Point Netball Club uniforms. 

If you are interested in becoming a team sponsor, available for coaching or umpiring, please contact the committee. They are always needed. 

We hope you have had a great Christmas and New Year. 

If you have any queries please do not hesitate to contact a committee member. 

We’ll See You there!!!! Hallidays Point Netball Committee 
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Art in the Area 
Vicki Bullard
I met Vicki as she and fellow artist Malcolm Peisker were unpacking 
their painting gear in the carpark near the Surf Lifesaving Club 
at Black Head. They were off to paint on Pebbly Beach so I asked 
Vicki when she started painting and what subjects appeal to her. 
“I began painting in oils as a hobby whilst living in Sydney, that 
would be over thirty years ago” she replied.
“When we moved to Tuncurry in 1982 I realized I knew nothing 
about painting water, so I took as many workshops and classes as I 
could to extend my skills. It was at this time I was also introduced 
to painting with pastels, and they have become my preferred 
medium.”
She went on to say she spent many years observing, photographing 
and sketching the lakes, beaches and ocean vistas around the local 
area. “That constant searching and recording certainly improved my 
technique,” she said. And her talent has been frequently recognized 
by the awarding of prizes in many of our local exhibitions such 
as the Great Lakes Open Art Exhibition and the Taree Open as 
well as sales of her work which hang in homes nationally and 
internationally.
Vicki’s inspiration carries through to her teaching at the Great 
Lakes Gallery in Forster. “The improvement and enthusiasm I see 
in my students also inspires me to continue to experiment and that 
has certainly improved my skill in pastels and other areas”, Vicki 
explained. “I like to treat each new painting as a new challenge and 
I try to push my own boundaries a little further which each one. 
The great thing about pastels is there is no limit to their versatility 
and capabilities to help me reach my goal.”
The sketches Vicki made on that day at Pebbly Beach have resulted 
in a number of new and very expressive works. And turning to 
her latest work ‘Smiths Lake’ Vicki said, “I feel I have successfully 
captured the mood of a deserted beach and the reality of the water 
at the edge of the sand. The reflections of the rocks in the water all 
combined to ‘beg’ me to paint it.”
Vicki’s work will feature in a new exhibition at the Lake Street 
gallery in Forster for three months starting in January. Given her 
wide recognition as a superior painter in pastels, the exhibition is 
sure to be a winner with all who visit.

Story by Fred Bullen
Vicki puts the finishing touches to ‘Smiths Lake’


