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BUSINESS NETWORK DINNER

WYLIE BRECKENRIDGE

Wylie Breckenridge was born in 1873 and grew up in Failford where his father John had a small shop, a timber mill
and a small shipyard. He was know as a great and gentle man
who showed great kindness and generosity to many people.
He married Edith Herkes and had two children, Jack and
Fanny.
The Breckenridges owned two houses at Black Head opposite the site of the Surf Club. The village only had a few
cottages then and was mostly populated by visitors who
camped along the lagoon and in the park.
When he eventually passed the businesses on to his son Jack
in 1947 Wylie spent more time at Black Head. He was a
keen fisherman and had a small boatshed near the beach.
Wylie also liked driving his black Chevy ute- reportedly
quite dangerously. He was still driving into his 90s. He died
in 1968 at the age of 95.
If you know more or have a photo please let us know. (see
email above in header).
Thanks to June and Max Wright for the stories about Wylie.
(Apparently he played rugby for Australia.- Ed)

In excess of fifty people attended the Lions business networking dinner on
Thursday 22nd May at the surf club. The dinner brought together members
of the Hallidays Point business community.
Inspirational keynote speaker was Steve Attkins from Great Lakes Winery.
Steve is the Manning Business Chamber’s Economic Development Manager
where his role is to advance the prosperity of the region.
Those attended were inspired to view their businesses with fresh eyes and
maintain contacts with other businesses. Business dinners and skills workshops are planned for the future.
The dinner was organised by the local Lions club which aims to play a role in
improving the well being of the community by bringing together and assisting members of the community to achieve their goals. Picture below shows
Deb and Kylie from A Stones Throw and Robyn from Seashells Resort sitting
with Shayn Fowle from the Manning Business Chamber and Lion, Vaughan
Parker. To join Lions, contact the secretary, Gerard on 65593310.
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WOMEN’S BOWLS

a few prayers. This is the highest Black Head WBC has ever achieved
in Pennants – next year we play in the 1’s that is the highest you can
go. There will be lots of practice before then, but we will be trying
our best. Regards Pat Bayley Publicity Officer.

LOCAL KIDZ KLUB CELEBRATES
10TH ANNIVERSARY

L to R - Pat Bayley, Donna Hampson, Helen Bush, Cindy Hudson,
Dawn Hinitt, Gail Gleeson, Chris Peters, Ruth Higham. What a
wonderful achievement our first year in the Grade 2’s and to win the
Grade 2 Pennant Flag. Our ladies will be going to South Wet Rocks
on 16th &17th June to play in the Regional Playoffs, if we do well
then its the State Playoffs, so were all crossing our fingers and saying
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Fady and Basma Fahmy
invite you to join them for morning tea on

Wednesday 11th June at the pharmacy
from 9am to 12 noon
As new owners of the pharmacy they want to welcome
you to their pharmacy and enjoy a cuppa with them.

It was all party hats, balloons, decorations and party food at the Hallidays Point Community Church on Friday 9th May which marked
the 10th year that the Kidz Klub has been running at the church.
10 years on and the leaders still enjoy the excitement and fun the
children bring to this group. The Kidz Klub caters for children in
grades 3 to 6 and is run each alternate Friday during the school term.
With activities including games; singing; craft; drama; story time interspersed with afternoon tea and a sit down meal at the end, there
is plenty to enjoy. We are blessed with extra help from several of our
‘old’ kidz, now in High School, who love to come along and help,
especially as we currently have 25 - 30 children attending!!
The leaders all agree it has been a privilege to have spent this special
time with our kidz, and to watch them as they grow up. We have
also been fortunate to maintain a strong team of leaders and welcome
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our new members. We have always received great support from our
parents and the local community and we take this opportunity to
thank you all for your assistance, donations and encouragement.
For further information about the Hallidays Point Community
Church Kidz Klub please contact Pat Coster on 6559 2898.
Pictures show kids wearing their creations for the party at Kids Club.
Bring on the food!

As a result of further investigation, and inspection of the site by
Council officers, the gate was unlocked.
Council’s planned works to have fenced off and marked walk ways
has been brought forward and work has already started.
Another positive from the meeting is that some residents of the caravan park have since contacted Landcare as they are interested in joining that group to be involved and learn about the care and protection
needed for threatened habitats.

SINFONIA

GATE REOPENS

Local Councillor Alan Tickle, last month met with residents of Red
Head Caravan Park to hear their concerns over the closure of a gate
that gave them beach access.
Cr Tickle drew to council’s attention the nature of the problems
when he met with senior council staff on site to inspect the area.
A Memorandum of Understanding is in place between the local Land
Care Group and Council to carry out works on various reserves in
the Hallidays Point area and Cr Tickle acknowledged the vital work
carried out by Land Care.
“ Land Care fund raises, and they get down and do the physical work
needed. Their partnership with Council has not only saved rate payers a lot of money, it has resulted in critical environmental works.”

Sinfonia’s June 2014 concerts are with a notable difference. Sinfonia
is dedicating the entire June series, Winter Magic - a Musical Tribute
in recognition of Hon. Conductor James Hannah who after 8 years
with Sinfonia’s baton has announced his retirement.
At 81 years of age, James’ retirement follows the June concert series
giving opportunity for the orchestra to demonstrate their skill and
to applaud the musical abilities, drive and energy of James that has
proven invaluable to the ongoing development of the orchestra and
not least to its individual players.
The audiences from within the regional communities in which Sinfonia serves are recognising that Sinfonia has become a leading example of just what local musicians along with the dedication and drive
of other skilled volunteers can achieve together in locally delivering
professional performances.
Our orchestra team leader, Hon Conductor James continues to focus on encouraging his many volunteer musicians aged 15 to 91 to
reach their full performance potential so be sure you get your tickets
and join the audience in celebrating James’ final performances one
of which officially opens the 2014 Manning Winter Festival on Sat.
14 June.
Winter Magic - a Musical Tribute
Taree Saturday 14 June at 2pm - St John’s Anglican Church
As a very special treat in opening the 2014 Manning Winter Festival
on 14 June guest Cellist Michael Bardon has agreed to vary his very
full schedule and be with us performing with the orchestra on that
day only.
Tickets are available on www.sinfoniamnc.com or through Movies
Games and More, Victoria St; Taree ph 6550 0377.
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FISH’N’TIPS
with Trevor

The mullet run has finished, short lived as it
was, and provided a great
spectacle on Black Head
Beach, for the first time in
five years, where over 25
tonnes were netted before
3pm on a single day. Another school of around 10
tonnes was being herded
against the rocks by sharks
and dolphins. The professionals netted four sharks,
one over three metres and
a twenty-six kg jewfish on
Tuncurry Beach with the
mullet.
During the 1960’s and 70’s, three or four teams of fishermen would
camp on the beach for several weeks. A lookout was located on the
headland and indicated to the teams below when a school ran. Using
rowing boats, two men circled the school, often very hazardous, slow
and sometimes unrewarding. Nowadays, technology has improved
with fast jet boats, 4WD vehicles hauling, so much so that few escape. I have been advocating for years that a moratorium on netting
a species during spawning time, say every four years, even if it is only
regional, so that, for example, 2015 on the north coast, 2019 south
coast and so on. This may assure the sustainability of a particular
species. Thankfully, today, they process all the fish, from the valuable
roe, even to the scales, which are used in the cosmetic industry. Previously, only the roe was harvested and the rest dumped.
Tailor have been prolific, from the small chopper size to the larger
greenbacks at all locations. Pilchards, mackerel and garfish are the
preferred baits while many have been caught on metal lures, plastics
and even poppers off the rocks.
Tailor is a fish maligned as a table fish. I don’t agree. A small chopper, bled when caught, filleted and popped under the grill with lashings of butter, squirt of lemon juice, cooked until golden brown—
scrumptious!!

Surprisingly, there are still a few whiting about on beach worms,
probably because of the unusually warm water. Ken Duncan has
been getting a mixed bag, mostly bream on several trips on north
Tuncurry Beach. Some huge jewfish have been caught and speared
on Diamond Beach, off Black Head headland and Tuncurry sea wall.
Outside fishing has not been overly rewarding but there is plenty of
mackerel, according to postmaster Alan. Postscript 22nd May and
another 10 tonne haul of mullet was made on Black Head Beach.
Conditions have been so good, the mullet run has continued much
longer than anticipated much to the commercial fishermen’s delight.
Their best result for many years.
Picture below was taken in 1990 and shows the enthusiastic crowd at
the beach proving that many hands make light work.

News of Our World
Hallidays Point
Printed by
NSW Office Choice
Ph: 6591 2000
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LOCAL CHARACTERS
Maureen Turner

Maureen was born in western NSW in West Wylong in 1936 of Irish
immigrants. The small country hospital was not attended by a doctor at
the time, however, she was successfully transfused using blood from her
father and the local policeman.
Her first five years of schooling was through school of the air which
was received once a week. At 7, she began riding her horse the 7 miles
to school each day since it was decided that she needed the company
of other children. Her father taught her to ride as a young person and
Maureen can’t actually remember learning to ride.
At ten, due to their isolation, Maureen was sent to boarding school in
Hay and later, Sydney.
Maureen began a nursing career, however, her mother became unwell
early in the course and she was recalled home to care for her. She stayed
on at home and broke and retrained difficult horses. It was at this time
that she formed the opinion that there was no such thing as a difficult
horse – just difficult humans.
Maureen travelled to London with a girlfriend as a young adult where
they bought a London taxi and toured Europe. Soon, the love of her life,
Barry lured her back to Oz and they married in 1958.
Barry and Maureen worked on a the land and eventually bought their
property, “Sunnyview” near Junee in 1966 where they farmed together
for 30 years.
During this time, the children joined the local pony club where Maureen began helping and teaching. She moved on to helping Riding for
the Disabled in 1974 and was instrumental in establishing the first RDA
centre outside a metropolitan area in Wagga. She later attained her assessor qualification and was State President of RDA for many years.
Maureen lived in Homestead Estate for 15 years where Barry was able
to go fishing and Maureen was able to ride. She owned and trained her
famous paralympic champion gelding, Vegie and became involved in
RDA at Wingham.
Maureen was the driving force behind the RDA move to a property on
the Lakesway. – “Jo’s Place”. This made it possible to permanently stable
hoses and set up facilities specific to people with disabilities.
The centre now operates 4 days a week where Maureen busies herself
with hands on therapy for both horses and riders addressing many disabilities including depression, abuse, intellectual disabilities and physical
disabilities.

Maureen is also involved in the education of ministers in the Anglican
church.
Barry passed away in 2010 and now Maureen has moved to Wingham
to be closer to her daughter who has MS.
Now at 77, Maureen is still teaching and riding. She is an unstoppable
force with unrelenting enthusiasm to bring people with disabilities to
the joy and benefit of horse riding.
Stop Press
Host families are urgently needed for Lions International Youth Exchange Program students from 28th
June to 19th July. Please contact Gayle Bowman if
you are interested. 0428138500 or 65537304
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HALLIDAYS POINT GARDEN CLUB INC.
APRIL EXCURSION

Cars were bulging with newly purchased plants as members and friends
of Hallidays Point Garden Club departed from the Abundance Nursery

June 2014

and Café at Sancrox after their April outing.
The excursion included browsing through the spectacular indoor and outdoor nursery, a guided tour through the huge potting house in the wholesale
part of the business and a leisurely lunch in the café that overlooked a waterlily- studded lake.
Members were amazed at the scale of the operation with thousands of bougainvilleas – their specialty- and other varieties of plants being propagated
and prepared for sale.
The Abundance Nursery and Café are well worth a visit. Guided tours are
available at 10am every day. For further information go to www.abundance.
net.au.
The Club’s next meeting will be held at 10am on 21st May at the home of
Bruce & Jan Cluff at 117 Central Lansdowne Road, Lansdowne. Bruce is
News of Our World Hallidays Point
is published by Lions Club of Hallidays Point as a service to our community. Please send
advertising, stories and photos to

editor@hallidayspointnews.org or
online www.hallidayspointnews.org
BEFORE the 15th of the previous month

Your contribution is appreciated. Thanks.
It is delivered by 10 very healthy people. Run by an enthusiastic bunch of helpers. Contributions very much appreciated.
The opinions of contributors do not necessarily reflect those of or the editor or the Lions club.
Please appreciate that the editor’s decision regarding the content of the newsletter is made in good
faith but is final and discussion of same may cause embarrassment. Our space is limited and I do
my best.
If you do not receive a copy of the newsletter each month, spare copies are left in the library,
post office and other advertiser businesses.
Thank you. Ingrid, editor 65592295
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going to demonstrate how to plant bromeliads in the ground, in pots or in
trees. He will also talk about shade houses, raising vegetables from seeds and
answer gardening questions from Club members. Bromeliads will be available for purchase.
by Margaret Flint

HOMESTEAD ESTATE SPEED LIMIT

Did you know that by supporting our local RDA (Riding for the Disabled)
centre we are supporting disabled persons with: Social integration Development of language and communication skills + Building of self confidence
and self esteem+ Promotion of a general feeling of well being + Improvement
of balance and posture + Development of gross and fine motor skills + Encouraging reading and speech through games + Sensory stimulation through
activity and surroundings + Communication skills
Our Local RDA supports Disabled persons in our area - such as Harrington,
Coomba Park, Bulahdelah, Elands, Gloucester, Taree and Forster.
RDA at this time is in need of funds to ensure they are not forced to reduce
their services. Our combined support will mean these people will continue
to be assisted. Further updates in the next edition of NoOW. Or contact
Lion Ray Piper on 0438396049

BUS-STOP LOCATION FOR THE NEWCASTLE BUSSERVICE HAS CHANGED

I am happy to report that Busways has moved its bus-stop for Hallidays Point
from the dangerous location of the intersection Black Head Road/Lakes Way
to the much safer location about 1 km further south down the Lakes Way
(picture below), where there is a proper bus-stop shelter opposite the Timber
Tops Drive.
On the return trip from Newcastle to Taree the bus-stop for Hallidays Point
is still on the intersection of Lakes Way/Black Head Road from Sylvia Fermin
Picture below is of Woodland Drive where there has been a recent
influx of young families.
Vicki and I are residents of Homestead Estate and love it. The speed limit on
entering is 60 km an hour. Recently the sign fell over due to rust at the base.
We consider it a good opportunity to consider lobbying for a reduction to 50
km per hour. It seems common sense with the estate growing, a number of
young families moving in, no street lights (and that’s the way we like it) and
people using the road to exercise, as a consequence of no footpaths.
Could you take a moment to let us know your thoughts, raymondpiper@
yahoo.com.au. I will let you know the outcome of the email responses,
which will determine any further action.
Ray and Vicki Piper

BBQ FOR RDA

Lions Hallidays Point is staging a BBQ fund raiser for RDA at the entrance
to Masters Taree on Saturday the 15th June from around 8am. Come along
and support this worthy cause and have a delicious brekkie or brunch
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AUSTRALIA’S BIGGEST
MORNING TEA 2014

A record number of Hallidays Point
residents attended Australia’s Biggest Morning Tea held at Black
Head Surf Club on 13th May. raising $3705.06. The morning tea was
a Lions Club project co-ordinated
by Lions Lady and Diamond Beach
resident, Denise Clarke.
Scheduled to start at 10.00am,
the morning tea welcomed its first
guests at 9.00am. By 10.30 am
there were 138 people at the Surf
Club. Two large tables were absolutely laden with taste-tempting treats, both sweet and savoury.
Guest speakers were Margot Bilston who spoke about the Great Lakes
5000 Poppies project (http://greatlakespoppies.blogspot.com.au) and
Grahame Burns who talked about work of the Cancer Council in its fight
against cancer (www.cancercouncil.com.au.) All the money raised at the
Morning Tea from the entry donations, raﬄe ticket sales, craft and beanie
sales will go to the Cancer Council. The Cancer Council Helpline phone
number is 13 11 20.
Following the guest speakers, there was a fashion parade with beautiful
outfits provided by Noni B at Taree and modelled by Margaret Waldock,

Ruth Higham, Dawn Hinitt, Michelle Branch and Pat Coster. Denise Clarke
compered the parade. The models and their Noni B helpers (Beth McDean,
Chris Hoy and Jenny Cook) were all presented with small thank-you gifts.
A cable-knitted cream beanie created by Bev Burns was voted as the most
popular of the display of about forty beanies produced by members of the
local craft group.
Five lucky door prizes and ten raﬄe prizes were drawn by Lion Peter Clarke.
Winners included Robin Billings, Mary Marshall, Wendy Coleman, Robin,
Madge, Deirdre, Vicky, Sonja and Nora.
Before the end of the Morning Tea, Denise took time to thank the numerous
people who helped to make the morning a great success, particularly Ruth
Roberson, Ruth Higham and Dawn Hinitt for their behind-the-scenes help in
the kitchen. Others thanked were the people who provided the morning tea
goodies, the tea and coffee servers and washer-uppers (Helen Quinn, Maureen
McDonald, Jan Cross and Vonnie Card), the greeter and the photographers,
the raﬄe ticket sellers (Jack McDonald, Alan Stewart and Sue Newton), Peter
Clarke, the Black Head Surf Club and everyone who attended.
by Margaret Flint AKA Lois Lane
Pictures (also provided by Margaret - thanks!) Top left, organiser, Denise
Clarke, below left - Anne and Mary at the Beanie Display and Competition
and below right - the models after the fashion parade - L_R Margaret Waldock, Ruth Higham, Dawn Hinitt, Michelle Branch and Pat Coster
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NEWS FROM HALLIDAYS POINT LIBRARY+

National Simultaneous Storytime
We had a fun morning when we read “Too Many Elephants In This House”
by Ursula Dubosarsky, to a large group of pre-schoolers as part of National
Simultaneous Storytime on 21st May. This story was read right across Australia at the same time to promote Australian children’s literature. Children
from The Kiddies Hut visited the library to participate.

Wi-Fi Hotspot at Hallidays Point Library
Locals and visitors alike have been making tremendous use of our free Wi-Fi
service. If you need internet access from your own mobile device, wireless is
available at the library!
Library gearing up for Holiday Activities
Children’s holiday activities will once again be available at the Hallidays
Point Library during the July School Holidays. Brochures that advertise the
activities should be available from the middle of June. Bookings for activities
are essential, so drop in to the Library and collect a brochure.
Exhibitions in the Library Gallery
During June pop in to see the “Cross Section” exhibition by local artist Sandy

Specialising in
Receive
Ladies
25% Off
All Knitwear
for the
and
Month of
June!
Mens
Golf Fashion Brands
Jamie Saddock
Nevo
Ian Poulter Design
Daily Sports
Travis Matthew
J Lindberg

The Golf Boutique
Shop 4b, 87 High Street
Hallidays Point Village (opposite PO)
m: 0401 100 100
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Gray. As the title suggests, there is a great cross section of works
which reflect various aspects of Sandy’s life and travels.
In July we will be displaying the “Wrap for Love” rugs that
our weekly knitting group have produced during the last 12
months. If you are a knitter and have time to spare any Monday morning, you are very welcome to come along to the library at 10am for a fun morning of knitting and chatter.
Technology Workshops

The workshops for iPads and Android tablets continue to be
popular.
June dates for Hallidays Point Library are:
iPad Intermediate, Friday 6 June 1.30 – 4.30pm
Android Intermediate, Tuesday 17 June 12.30- 3.30pm
If these dates don’t suit, the same workshops are being held on
other days at other branches. Just enquire at the library.
Home Library Service
Did you know that Hallidays Point Library offers a free home
delivery service for eligible people?
Can’t get to the library due to: poor health, a disability, frail
aged?
We can select and deliver on a permanent or temporary basis,
depending on your need.
Do you have a neighbour, friend or relative who may like to
use this service? We can deliver books, DVDs, talking books,
magazines, and music CDs. Contact the Library on 65593066
for more information.

See you soon at the Library – Open Mon – Fri 10am – 5pm, Sat 10am – 12 noon

Page 10

June 2014

FIRE PLANES

All three paintings were won by local people. Congratulations to them.
The amount raised by sale of tickets was a fantastic $695 which helps us with the
maintenance of our bus. A heartfelt thank you to all those who purchased tickets
and to those who gave up their time to sell them. Special mention to Lucille who
pounded the streets of Diamond Beach. Well done.
Please continue to monitor the notice boards at the Senior Citizens Centre for
Theatre dates, bus trips and all the other good stuff that we get up to. Many
thanks, Marilyn Lambden, President

YOUNG UP AND COMERS NETBALL TEAM

I took this photo of a plane made out of aluminium cans by a guy
up at Halliday Shores. It takes him a whole day to make. The firies
sell them for $20. Turning into good fundraising for them. Sue

SENIOR CITIZENS

Senior Citizens stalwarts, Doreen Heaps (left) and Carolyn Lynch where
they can be found at every Black Head Bazaar helping out at the barbecue.

Please note that the talk by “Sunrise Supported Living” has been
postponed until Wednesday 25th June (subject to change) due to
a mix up of dates in May.
We are very pleased to say that the recent raﬄe for three artworks,
kindly donated by artist Ron Davis, was drawn at the May Bazaar.

Hallidays Point Netball have welcomed a new team to their ever growing club.
Our junior B team (Under7), who is sponsored by the Professionals Hallidays
Point/Diamond Beach , consists of Takaihla Billinghurst, Ashlee Brabant, Charli-Lorraine Cain-Ashford, Bridie Hooper, Charlotte Nunn, Katie Rebbeck, Taia
Shedden, Lilyanne Small, Yasmine Smith and Hayley Wilson. (Pictured above)
These girls are all new to the sport and took to the court with much enthusiasm
and excitement for their very first game on Saturday the 3rd May. This team
plays in a non-competitive grade with modified rules that enables all girls to
experience achievement, build confidence and develop netball skills in a fun
interactive team environment.
The Professionals Hallidays Point/Diamond Beach team train each week to
strength their skills and have been doing their best to apply these skills into their
game on Saturday. These girls like to have fun, encourage each other and never
give up. They are the youngest team participating in the great lakes Netball competition and have shown great tenacity. With their positive attitudes, optimal
effort and passion for Netball this team will continue to improve ( cont)
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TANK’S CORNER

Under Nine Netball Team pictured above
(cont.) and achieve their personal best.
Thank you to Professionals Hallidays Point/Diamond Beach for their
financial support to ensure that our girls are able to start playing at such
a young age.

THE LIONS BIGGEST BBQ

This highly successful event on Easter Saturday was very popular with the huge
influx of visitors and locals alike. The profit proceeds of $375 goes to support
the efforts of the Australian Lions Childhood Cancer Research Foundation
(ALCCRF) achieve its vision of 100% survival for kids with cancer. Hallidays Point Lions thank Foodworks and Diamond Beach Butchery @ Hallidays
Point for their generous sponsorship of this event.

Firewood $85/m3

We have a new range of artificial plants (for
inside), water features, Pots and Water Pots
along with a growing collection of garden
features. Come in and have a look at our new
showroom.
Ausmulch are also now providing garden and
yard maintenance as part of our growing range of
services. Give us a call we would love to talk to
you.

Call Ausmulch for all your Tree Work and Chipping Services

UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT WITH CUSTOMER CARE
& HELPFUL FRIENDLY SERVICE

61 Whitbread Street, Taree

02 6552 5607

from Vet, Joe Power’s dog,
Tank
Just had a little break
from writing as I got RSI
from so much writing.
I’m fine now, but I’m not
too keen on the colder
weather. Make sure your
pet has some protection
from rain, strong winds
and even sleet or snow
this winter. Provide a
kennel or some shelter.
Your pet can be your
closest companion and
only asks for some food, water and a little love!
Now a word for those who have a pet from the dark side.
4 TIPS FOR BRINGING YOUR CAT TO THE VET.
Many cats dislike the cat carrier and riding in the car, which
can be stressful for both the cat and the owner.
1 Make the carrier your cat’s second home. Cat carriers are
often associated with unpleasant things. Usually the carrier is
kept away from the cat, therefore, sees it as a foreign object.
Give your cat time to mark the carrier with facial rubbing. It
will feel like it belongs, and it will be easier to place the cat
inside. Place a towel inside to make it cozy. Soon, your cat
won’t think twice about entering the carrier.
2 Turn the carrier into a meal center. Put part of your cat’s
daily food or treats in it to help your cat associate something
good with the carrier. 3 Different kind of carrier. If you have
an emergency and don’t have time to let your cat adjust to
the carrier, try using a pillowcase as a carrier. With the cat on
your lap, slip the pillowcase over its body, head first. Knot
the top of the case and support the bottom when holding
your cat.
4 Calming Agent Using a product that contains a feline facial
pheromone can help calm cats during stressful events. These
can be sprayed in the carrier before you head to the veterinarian.
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HALLIDAYS POINT COMBINED PROBUS CLUB

May Meeting. Hallidays Point Combined Probus Club Inc. continued
the excellent standard of its guest speakers when John Walker addressed
the May meeting.
John Walker, a member of Taree North Probus Club Inc., is a scientist
with a long career in telecommunications and a passion for astronomy
and the universe. He captured the audience’s attention immediately by
admiring the Norfolk Island Pines along the beachfront at Black Head
and then informing us that they aren’t really pines.
John worked for OTC (Overseas Telecommunication Commission) until OTC and Telecom merged to become Telstra. OTC had a major contract that controlled all the communications that went from Australia to
Cape Canaveral. John was involved with NASA from 1967-1970 and
from 1977 to the late 1980s. He was in charge of all communications
heading to the US during the Apollo 13 and Apollo 15 flights. He talked
about seeing Sputnik from Melbourne while he was an RMIT student,
early space exploration, the three Gemini astronauts killed before lift-off
and the cause of the Challenger disaster. Cold temperatures and neoprene O-rings were the culprits.
John gave us some insight into the huge size of the universe with the
details of the two space probes, Voyager 1 and Voyager 2, which were
launched in September 1977. They have travelled past Jupiter, Neptune
and Uranus and are now travelling at 30,000kph in the middle of the
Oort Cloud, heading away from the gravitational pull of the sun as they
head towards the Milky Way. It would take 40,000 years for the Voyag-
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ers to reach the Milky Way. They are expected to break down in thirty
years’ time. The Voyager probes have provided 5 trillion bits of data.
The 10-minute speaker was Neil Budden who spoke about his career as
a truckie and the variety of trucks he owned or drove and the various
loads he transported around the country. His loads included milk, hay,
livestock, gravel and cement. Neil and his wife, Kay, moved to this area
in 2003.
Two new members - Pat Robb and Dawn Hay, both Hallidays Point
residents - were inducted to the Club at the meeting. The membership
now stands at 114.
Activities Officer, Robin Billings talked about Girls In Grey at the Manning Entertainment Centre on 4th June, a BBQ Picnic at Black Head
Lagoon on 17th June, the Soweto Gospel Choir at the Manning Entertainment Centre on 2nd August, South Pacific at The Opera House
in August and The King
and I, also at The Opera
House, in September
and a trip to Yamba from
19th to 24th October.
Lucky door prize winners were Doreen Heaps,
David Cooke and Jack
McDonald.
The next meeting will
be held at 10am on
Tuesday 3rd June at the
Black Head Surf Club.
Another very interesting
speaker has been promised. For more information, please contact the
Secretary, Ray Bell on
6559 2581.
(Margaret Flint)
Picture right shows
damage done to the riding arena roof at RDA on
Anzac Day - Yes, they are
insured
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OUR NATURAL WORLD
with Geraldine

LOST COLUMN

A MOUSE IN THE HOUSE
Well actually, we don’t have a mouse in the house, but we do have an
Antechinus. This little furry friend looks a bit like a mouse but is in
fact a small carnivorous marsupial. They do not gnaw on cables etc. like
mice; they prefer to eat insects and small lizards. Sometimes when I am
watching TV I see this little brown critter with big ears scurry out of hiding to make an excursion around the room seeking out the spiders and
cockroaches from under the TV cabinet (we do vacuum occasionally).
The Antechinus have an unusual breeding cycle. The whole population
mate at the same time, in our location that is around September. For a
period of two weeks the males will day and night aggressively seek out
females with which to mate. Sex is a violent affair with males biting
the backs of the females’ necks during their brief encounter before each
move onto other partners. At the end of the mating season the males all
die from a stress induced immune system breakdown as result of their
mating frenzy. A month after mating the females give birth to 8 -10 babies. The babies travel slung under her belly clinging onto a teat for dear
life for about 6 weeks. Then when they are too large to travel she installs
her brood in a nest, a hollow log or your unused handbag! By 3 months
they are mature and left to fend for themselves. Over the years Rob has
caught many Antechinus in a special plastic trap that doesn’t injure them
and relocated them to the forest behind Back Beach.

A black cotton three quarter sleeve cardigan was left at the Biggest Morning Tea. If it is yours, call Denise on 65593205
Our local surf club secretary is lost. He has gone to check out the surf
in Italy. On the Cinque Terre at the moment, he has paused to send us
this snap. He says “Piccolo Diavolo Osteria in Monterosso where I had
dinner last night. Local Pasta with fresh anchovies then grilled octopus.
Washed down with a wonderful Pinot Grigio”. Enjoy that Scott. Thanks
for the pic. Scott can view this newsletter anywhere in the world at
hallidayspointnews.org – and so can you!

DIAMOND BEACH RURAL FIRE BRIGADE.

As usual the cooler months mean a quieter time when have less ‘call
outs’ to incidents. However, we were called to give assistance to NSW
Ambulance and assisted a resident at a pile burn.
We had a special morning tea on Thursday 8th to wish Reg and Joy
Ivanoff all the best as they move on. Reg was the captain of the Brigade
for many years and he brought valuable experience that improved the
performance of the Brigade. Joy was our ‘Call Out Officer’ and Morning
Tea organiser. They will be sadly missed.
Continuing on from last month, PLAN TO PROTECT YOUR
HOME.
Make sure that any fire hydrants near your home are easily located and
not obstructed.
In the event of bushfire threatening your home:
Don’t enter the bush if smoke or fire is in the area. Stay calm and report
all fires on 000!

MODERN AND COMFORTABLE
a home that moves with you

1800 223 733
Luxury 2 Bedroom Villas from $378,500
A wonderful community atmosphere, 5 star luxury facilities including a 25
metre heated indoor swimming pool, games room, arts and craft room,
library and internet room, great residents lounge and dining area.
The best of both worlds - country feel, beachside living. A short stroll to chemist,
post office, major supermarket and specialty shops with easy access to
every convenience you’ll ever need.
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Check if elderly neighbours need assistance. If possible, block your gutters and fill with water. If you choose to self-evacuate, do so early.
If ordered by NSW Police to evacuate you must obey, so have pets and
valuables packed and ready to go. Wear long sleeves and pants, natural
fibres and sturdy footwear. Close all windows and doors, block spaces
beneath doors with towels or blankets. If the fire is approaching your
house, bring your garden hose and fittings inside so they won’t melt in
the fire, as you may need them later. To help put out spot fires once the
fire has passed, keep hoses, ladders, shovels and metal buckets at hand.
Keep a torch and portable radio in the home in case the electricity supply fails.
A COLLABORATION OF THE NSW FIRE BRIGADES, NSW
RURAL FIRE SERVICE, ACT FIRE BRIGADE AND ACR RURAL
FIRE SERVICE.

COUNCIL CHECKING PAVEMENT CONDITIONS

Greater Taree City Council has sent out three special vans and two quad
bikes to check over 1700km of pavement across the Manning Valley for
the next three weeks. But don’t bother smiling, because the cameras on
each vehicle are focussed firmly on our roads and footpaths for the intensive survey of our road and footpath surfaces. Knowing exactly where the
problems are in our roads and footpaths -- and how severe they are -- really helps Council target areas where repairs are needed most.
The vehicles will make way for pedestrians, and have audible warning
tones to let people know they are coming, so keep an eye out, as we keep
an eye on our pavements!
For more information, please contact the Infrastructure Management
Group on 0481 139 518.

NEW PHARMACISTS TO TAKE OVER CHEMIST

June 2014
Husband and wife team, Fady and Basma
Fahmy (pictured below left) are set to take
over the local pharmacy. Fady is in partnership with two other pharmacists but he and
his family have moved to the area so that he
can be in the pharmacy full time.
Fady says that he is really looking forward to
having time to spend with customers to ensure that their health needs are met.

MOTHER DAUGHTER NIGHT

International speaker and Teen Life Coach Katie
Pitsis joined mothers and daughters from Hallidays Point Public School in an inspirational
mother daughter evening at Ramada Resort on
the 7th May.
The evening was filled with good food, smiles,
laughter, and theatre but also important lessons
were conveyed by Katie as she inspired girls and
mothers alike, discussing self-care, body image,
and issues influencing growing up in today’s society and its impact on pre-teen and teen girls.
Hallidays Point Teacher and event initiator , Ms
Toni Johnson found that Katies message was
hugely relevant to the girls and that this new
initiative, to be held close to Mother’s day could
strengthen a healthy relationship between mother
and daughter. All Year 4- 6 girls and their mothers
were invited to attend.
Katie encouraged the girls to step up as authentic
leaders and drop their negative beliefs and limitations, replacing them with confidence, self-love
and acceptance. Also speaking about contribution
and living a life in “an attitude of gratitude.”
Endorsing that each person in this world has a
contribution or ‘flavour’ and to recognise and
nurture your own “flavour” while appreciating
others may have different ‘flavours’.
She is an inspiration to young people, showing
them that no matter what your age if you think
big, be yourself and take action anything is possible.
This event would not have been possible without the generosity and assistance of the following
organisations:- Hallidays Point Lions Club, The
Resolution Network, Hallidays Point Landcare,
Sandy Gray for donating Accommodation and
Ramada Resort.
If you have ideas for future events for our school
community or would like to support the dads and
lads putting on an event please contact the Hallidays Point P&C committee.

