
Community News of Hallidays Point and surrounding areas - www.hallidayspointnews.org
All articles and advertising to be submitted by 15th of the previous month to editor@hallidayspointnews.org

Hallidays Point 
News of Our World

June 2016

www.andrewsgardnerrealestate.com.au     Mark Andrews: 0402 536 524  Shop 5 Village Centre 
Phone: 6559 2144        Fax:  6559 2145     Peter Gardner: 0421 207 788  Hallidays Point 2430 

 
4 

 
2 

 
2 Immaculate Home on 1 Acre  
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2 The Beach House 

 Positioned in the blue chip location of Black 
Head Beach. 

 Tastefully renovated with a combination of 
old and new features. 

 Three large bedrooms with private access to 
covered balcony. 

 Open plan living and dining areas with 
northern aspect. 
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6 The Hidden Gem 

 Less than 15 minutes from Forster and beaches  
 Elevated 49 acre property backing onto 

Talawahl Nature Reserve.  
 Stables for 6 horses, 5 dams, level equestrian 

site, vegetable gardens and a chook pen. 
 3 bedroom air conditioned home with solar hot 

water, timber kitchen, lounge room and full 
length sun room, plus saltwater pool.  

Renovate Me! 

 Quality 4-5 bedroom family home set on the 
high side of the road. 

 Double garage, ensuite, 2 living areas plus a 
integrated outdoor entertaining area. 

 Approx 1 acre property with plenty of side 
access to an oversized double garage at the rear.  

 Owners keen to get moving so inspect this 
immaculate home is a must. 
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 3 bedroom home situated on 621sqm block. 
 Elevated position with great views. 
 Original kitchen overlooking peaceful 

outlook of vacant acreage and ocean views. 
 Extra large main bedroom with access to 

front balcony. 
 Priced to sell, offering great potential. 

Rental Properties Required 
Enquire Today 

Jindaboonda Postie 
Trek Raises $52,000 
for Cancer Research
The First Jindaboonda Postie Trek took 
place between the 3rd and 12th of May, and in my opinion was 
a resounding success. A team of 23 riders and 27 support crew 
embarked on our journey from the family farm of Kim and Dennis 
Jeffers (Jindaboonda), who the ride is in memory of, to traverse 
over 3000 km of the Australian countryside on Postie bikes in order 
to raise funds for the Australian Cancer Research Foundation. We 
were originally planning to ride to Cameron Corner, up through 
the Strzelecki Desert in South Australia then out to Cunnamulla 
but the largest rain band in over 3 years forced us to change the 
route half way through, so we headed north instead of west at 
Bourke.
This change in plans was really a blessing in disguise, as we were 
treated to outback Queensland hospitality and generosity in every 
town we stopped. We were supported by the Hallidays Point Lions 
Club in our venture, and all along the way, Lions Clubs came to 
our aid with lunches, dinners and donations. Some clubs, such 
as Nyngan, went above and beyond to help us out when they are 
in such dire need of assistance themselves. Others, such as Roma 
and Tamworth made huge donations to our cause and touched 
all involved with their generosity. It’s an extremely humbling 
experience to travel to these rural towns who are doing it so tough 
themselves but are more than willing to give so much to strangers 
supporting a worthy cause. Even small businesses such as the 

Warrego Riverside Caravan Park, the Mulga Creek Inn and D&R’s 
Motorcycles went out of their way to assist us in any way they 
could.
Throughout the journey we obtained a lot of local media attention 
with articles in the Western Star, My Gunnedah and North 
West News as well as interviews on Outback Radio, and 2WEB 
Cunnamulla, spreading word of our adventure and raising 
awareness for the Australian Cancer Research Foundation. Through 
this media coverage alone, we reached a potential audience of over 
100,000. At our journey’s completion, we had raised over $51,000. 
This could not have been achieved without the assistance of the 
Lions Clubs, and the generosity of the small businesses that helped 
us along the way.

Over the 10 days of our voyage, we 
forged new friendships, experienced our 
beautiful country, supported a worthy 
cause, met some awesome people and grew 
both spiritually and in experience, while 
honouring the memory of Jindaboonda and 
everyone else we have lost to cancer. The 
trip was a truly soul nourishing experience 
and I cannot possibly thank all involved in 
the Trek enough.    Story by Daniel Kranz

Read More on Page 14
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Black Head Beach Quilters 
Support the  
Aussie Hero Quilt Project
The Aussie Hero Quilt 
Project was set up in 
2012. Jan Maree Ball 
of Cherrybrook NSW 
– the founder of the 
Project, explains that 
her goal is to provide 
men and women in 
the Australian armed 
forces who are serving 
overseas with a quilt which is uniquely Australian, specifically to fit 
their bunks—42” x 70”—reminding them that they are appreciated, 
not only by those who personally know them.  Australian themed 
or personalized laundry bags are also being provided–which 
apparently can be a critical thing when trying to find your laundry 
bag through a veritable sea of sameness—again made to a specific 
size and construction. 
One of our Black Head Beach Quilters knew what it would have 
meant to her son had he received such a quilt when he was serving, 
so our Quilters chose to take on the challenge, joining hundreds of 
other Quilters across Australia.
Through Jan Maree’s network, the serviceman or woman might 
indicate their preference for a quilt featuring a favourite footy 
team, personal activity or a sport, or may simply be happy to 
receive Australian themed designs that remind them of home.
Since mid 2015, over 20 quilts by the Black Head Beach Quilters 

have been made for the project, adding to the recent tally of 5,000 
quilts sent from all over Australia. While each quilt is constructed 
with materials selected from our own personal “stash”, or with 
sponsored purchases through a local quilt shop, the label only 
says  “This is an AUSSIE 
HERO QUILT made for an 
Aussie Hero, with gratitude 
for your service – Black 
Head Beach Quilters”.  
Sometimes, a warm letter 
of appreciation from the 
recipient makes its way 
to the Quilter or Quilters; 
however, feedback is not 
why the quilts are made. 
The sense of “giving” is satisfied simply when the box carrying the 
quilt or laundry bag is posted. 
This activity continues a long standing and worldwide quilting 
tradition. Quilters not only make quilts for those they love, but 
historically take on the task of providing comfort to those who 
have been affected by both man-made and natural disasters. For 
example, thousands of Canadian women made 25,000 quilts, 
distributed to the British people during the Second World War as 
a “Gift of the Canadian Red Cross”. More recently, and closer to 
home, Australian Quilters have, for example, sent hundreds if not 
thousands of these gifts of comfort to victims of the Canberra and 
Victoria fires, the Queensland floods, and the Japanese tsunami. It 
is a tangible way of saying, “we are thinking about you”. Some of 
these quilts become family heirlooms while some go on to be of 
comfort to others in need. 
There is no political affiliation or agenda attached to this activity – 
just Quilters reaching out to touch and warm the hearts of others.

Irene Hunter, Black Head Beach Quilters

Quilts on display at Hallidays Point Library
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Art in the Area
Christine Rands
Christine Rands is a well-travelled Novacastrian 
who has lived on the Mid North Coast for over 
20 years, seventeen of those at Coomba Park. 
She now lives at Red Head and, for the first time, 
has a dedicated studio where she can relax and 
really get into her work.
Christine can remember her early brush with art. “My father 
saw me copying cartoons when I was around 10 years of age and 
recognised that there was something to work with. He bought me 
my first set of pencils and took the time to show me how to shadow, 
view perspective, and most importantly, how to see colours inside 
colours. Dad never realised his own art potential but passed on 
key skills to me”. She has drawn sporadically ever since and now 
produces pastels with depth and wonderful perspective. 
Christine is currently working on creating enough art works to 
hold her first exhibition.
Christine attended Newcastle University where she started a 
Bachelor of Fine Arts. However, business drew her away from that 
pursuit. During that time she worked with a wide variety of art 
media and showed an ability to adapt her talents to each of those 
art forms. These included wood carving, clay sculpture, lithograph, 
and mono prints, amongst others.
“I’ve always very much enjoyed Life Class and find drawing the 
human body, or components of it, very satisfying”, said Christine. 
“I find the human face and body endlessly fascinating; some of the 
most enjoyable, and revealing, Life Class exercises have involved 
an 82 year old ‘thespian’ and a middle-aged lady of ‘ample’ 
proportions.”
She has the ability to capture the essence of the live model using 

charcoal in rapid time. The way she captures eyes is outstanding. 
Attending Life Class and practicing doing sketches within one or 
three minutes using charcoal has given Christine a keen eye for 
shape, shadow and perspective. She can see the “main essence” 
of objects and this places her in good stead for making her work 
appealing to the eye. Her works “look balanced”.
The family business has taken her to many Countries and she has 
always taken the time to seek out Art Museums and Galleries such 
as Musée Picasso, Musée du Louvre, Musée d’Orsay, The Hermitage 
Leningrad, Los Angeles MOMA, National Gallery in London, and 
the Sydney, Melbourne and Canberra Art Galleries to name a few.
Every month, she makes sure she visits the latest exhibition at 
Hallidays Point Library to admire the work of other local artists. 
Christine holds the view that examining what others achieve is 
part of the continuous learning that makes every drawing better. 
“I am continually amazed at the variety and depth of talent in our 
area” she says.

In recent years she has moved to 
using pastels almost exclusively and 
happily explains; “they give me the 
freedom to create both softness and 
strength in my work. And luckily 
pastels are also very forgiving!”
Christine finds Red Head is a 
relaxing place to live, and the 
proximity to the sounds of the 
ocean create a place where art can 
be pursued, “if only life did not get 
in the way!” she says.
Christine can be contacted via 
email: christine.rands@iinet.net.au

Story by Fred Bullen

 Shop 3 Village Square, Hallidays Point  hallidayspoint.ljhooker.com.au6559 3230
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Hallidays Point 
Community Group Inc.
In last month’s edition of the News of Our World we mentioned 
concern by residents over the change in use of the Beachfront 
and Happy Hallidays Tourist Parks as a result of their sale to the 
Gateway Group. We understand the new owners will be developing 
the parks by constructing manufactured homes on existing sites to 
sell to individual purchasers as well as selling ‘Pre-Loved Homes’ in 
what is described as ‘Over 55’s Lifestyle Villages’.
At a residents meeting held on the 9th April which was attended 
by GTCC Deputy Mayor Cr Alan Tickle, concerns were discussed 
regarding the change of usage of the tourist parks. As a result of this 
meeting in April, HP Community Group communicated by letter 
to Greater Taree City Council drawing attention to community 
concerns. Some of these concerns included the inevitable increase 
in population resulting in further wear and tear on local roads 
and other utilities without any increase in rates received thus, 
increasing the burden on existing ratepayers. No liability for the 
new owners to pay developer contributions to Council. As well, 
new manufactured homes did not need to comply with BASIX 
requirements like other new homes. There was also the fire risk 
due to the close proximity of permanent homes to the bush reserve 
bordering Black Head Beach.
GTCC Deputy Mayor Cr Alan Tickle has been in regular 
communication with the Hallidays Point Community Group 
and Council’s Executive Leader Service Delivery who heads the 
Planning Dept. He said that Council is well aware of community 
concern that the tourist emphasis for the caravan park may be 
in jeopardy with increased development of permanent type 
accommodation. However, based on the most recent information 
available, Council staff are of the view that current activities on 

the site are being lawfully undertaken. Council staff report that the 
developer has been open and co-operative during all discussions 
with Council officers who have been active in expressing the 
communities concerns.
Alan Tickle’s comments have been confirmed in a more detailed 
reply to HP Community Group’s letter to Council from Paul De 
Szell, Executive Leader Service Delivery as follows:
Dear Brian,
I refer to your letter received 21 April 2016 raising concerns in 
relation to the Gateway Lifestyle Group’s purchase of the Beachfront 
Holiday Park at Redhead. The following points were made.
The most recent version of the Caravan Park was approved via 
Development Consent 2401/1999/DA (on 19 October 2000) which 
granted approval for 215 long term sites (59%) and 148 short term 
sites (41%). 
The operation of Caravan parks is controlled under the “Local 
Government (Manufactured Home Estates, Caravan Parks, 
Camping Grounds and Moveable Dwellings) Regulation 2005”.
The approved plan does not stipulate where the 215 long term sites 
and 148 short term sites are to be physically located on the site. It 
simply divides the site into 2 development precincts. 
It is noted the various forms of legislation referred to in your 
letter, however unfortunately none of these are applicable to a 
development consent issued on 19 October 2000. To this end, 
the owner of the site is able to lawfully act on this consent and all 
investigations undertaken to date indicate that there has been no 
breach of any legislation in any way. 
Specifically it is important to note that the ‘regulation’ states that: 
“The prior approval of the council is not required for the installation 
of a relocatable home or associated structure on a dwelling site 
within a caravan park, so long as it is designed, constructed and 
installed in accordance with the relevant requirements” 
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I understand your concerns in relation to the payment rates and 
the provision of services however as stated above the owners of the 
site are operating within all current approvals. 
Yours sincerely, Paul De Szell 
Executive Leader Service Delivery
The HPCG Inc will be progressing the investigation further in the 
light of ongoing Community concerns and will hold their next 
meeting on Saturday 28 May, 3.00 PM at 22 Cottesloe Circuit, Red 
Head. All interested residents welcome to attend.

Brian Mitchell, President, HPCG Inc

Dad’s Army
With winter now upon us, Dad’s Army 
pool cleaning crew is now draining and 
cleaning the Black Head Ocean Pool 
fortnightly rather than weekly. Fine 
weather and a warm sea temperature 
has seen the pool heavily used over the 
past few months. Big seas have not been 
common, so shovelling sand and gravel 
from the pool floor has not been onerous. 
The main problem has been seaweed that 
has washed into the pool and needs to be 
removed. There was also a disappointing 
incidence of vandalism in March when 
graffiti had to be erased from the northern 
side wall.
Pool cleaning is usually undertaken at 
low tide on a Thursday. The time of cleaning is listed on the shed’s 
notice board. New volunteers are always welcome. Just turn up at 
the pool half an hour before the scheduled cleaning time.

Peter Ryall

Hallidays Point 
Public School
On Thursday 5th May Year Six students 
from Hallidays Point Public School 
attended a Science and Engineering 
challenge day at Taree Racecourse. The day was run by the 
University of Newcastle. 

Through the challenge, students experienced aspects of Science 
and Engineering which they would not normally see in their school 
environment. The challenge run in Taree throughout the week is 
the biggest in Australia with over 1700 students attending. The 
school would like to thank Mrs Watt for providing the opportunity 
for the students to attend.

Lee Crozier
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Diamond Beach 
Rural Fire Brigade
ALARM RAISED ON WINTER FIRE SAFETY
Minister for Emergency Services David Elliott and Fire & Rescue 
NSW Commissioner Greg Mullins today urged the community to 
replace outdated smoke alarms to protect loved ones in the lead-up 
to winter.
Launching the ReAlarm campaign at NSW Parliament, Mr 
Elliott said smoke alarms installed 10 years ago when first made 
compulsory would now need replacing.
“We know that smoke alarms help save lives, but it is easy to forget 
about alarms once they have been installed,” Mr Elliott said.
Commissioner Mullins said fires can take hold in 3 minutes, filling 
the home with deadly smoke, and a working photoelectric smoke 
alarm can make all the difference.
“Photoelectic alarms provide 
a faster warning to you and 
your family than ionisation 
alarms in most circumstances, 
especially when there is 
a smouldering fire. The 
photoelectric alarm is also 
less prone to false alarms,” 
Commissioner Mullins said.
“Wherever possible, buy a 
photoelectric alarm with a 10-year lithium battery and install it 
according to the manufacturer’s instructions. Better still, pay a bit 
extra and have an electrician connect your alarms to the home’s 
wiring.”

Fire survivor Linda Buchan said she has campaigned about the 
importance of fire safety since the death of her sister in a tragic fire 
where there were no working smoke alarms.
“I cannot over emphasise how important it is to have working, up-
to-date smoke alarms. They are not expensive. They are easy to buy 
and install. And they could save your life or life of someone you 
love,” Ms Buchan said.

In NSW, all dwellings where people sleep 
must have at least one working smoke 
alarm per level. FRNSW recommends 
having smoke alarms installed in all 

bedrooms for maximum protection.
Smoke alarms are also mandatory for all caravans, campervans, 
and other moveable dwellings where people sleep – even if the 
vehicle is kept off the road.
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Hallidays Point  
Senior Citizens

Our last Black Head Bazaar for the summer was held on Sunday 
1st. Sadly, the day was overcast and the rain started at about 11am, 
so an early finish. We appreciate your support and look forward to 
seeing you all at the first Spring market on 4th September. Thanks 
as always to our volunteer cooks and assistants at the bazaar, we 
couldn’t do without them.
Well the mail’s in and it seems our ferociously competitive bingo 
players didn’t make the cut for Rio. The disappointment is palpable. 
However, we have re-grouped and decided if we play longer, harder 
and stronger we might be in with a chance for Tokyo.
We thoroughly enjoyed our bus trip to Tea Gardens on Monday 
9th May. We stopped for morning tea at Bulahdelah – thanks to 
Bev and Ray for the delicious home-made cakes. We enjoyed the 
trip and our lovely lunch at the Tea Gardens Hotel with a quick 
stop on the way home at Coolongolook for cherry pies. Our thanks 
also to our volunteer bus driver, Buddy,who drove us everywhere 
with a happy smile. 
We have a longer trip planned to Macksville in the near future, 
no firm dates as yet but again it will be action packed. It’s a great 
way to see somewhere new and our travellers enjoy themselves 
enormously.
A big thank you to the locals who pinched our croquet lawn top 
soil. Hope your garden pays you back. 

Our General Meeting will be held 
on Monday 30 May at 10.00am 
and all members are invited to 
join us. We have two agenda times 
concerning the wording in the 
Constitution. The Probus Choir 
will be singing after our General 
Meeting and will be joining us for 
morning tea.
We remind potential new members 
that we play bingo, cards, croquet, 
do Tai Chi, hold art classes, enjoy 
poetry readings and take monthly 

bus trips as well as enjoying trips to the theatre. We also hold 
information sessions with guest speakers. 

Gail Phair, Secretary
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Merger of Councils
from Alan Tickle
The merger of Great Lakes, Greater Taree City 
Council and Gloucester Shire Council became 
official on May 12th.
Former Member for Myall Lakes, Mr John Turner 
replaces the elected bodies as administrator but there is an 
expectation that there will be invitations to six of the 25 former 
Councillors to form an advisory body to the administrator.
Mid Coast Water continues as an independent body for now but 
the board has also been replaced by John Turner as administrator
The former Deputy Mayor and Deputy Chair of Mid Coast Water, 
Alan Tickle, explained the position and expressed his appreciation 
of the support from Hallidays Point residents.
“There won’t be an election until September 2017 which surprised 
me as March was the anticipated and earlier announced time 
frame.”
“How the functioning of the new Mid Coast Council will evolve is 
a matter for those now in charge.”
“It has been an honour to serve on the Council and I can look back 
with pride at some significant wins for this local community since 
first taking office in 2004.”
“I really appreciated the support and communication lines of our 
wonderful Hallidays Point community which made my job so 
much easier and effective.”

Statement by Administrator John Turner
MidCoast Council
Mr Turner was appointed as the Administrator of the Council by a 
proclamation of the Governor of NSW on 12 May 2016.

John Turner was a solicitor with practices in the 
Hunter Valley and Port Stephens area and entered 
the NSW Parliament in 1988 as the Member for 
Myall Lakes, representing the area for which he has 
been appointed the Administrator.

“I have had 23 years representing the mid coast 
area in the NSW Parliament” said Mr Turner.

“However, I have also had significant involvement in local 
government. In 1980 I was elected to the Greater Cessnock City 
Council where I served for seven years, including a period as 
deputy mayor in 1987.
“In 1988 I was elected to the NSW Parliament and was immediately 
made Chairman of the Local Government Advisory Committee to 
the Minister for Local Government.
“In 1993, when the government introduced the current Local 
Government Act, I was the Chair of the Parliamentary Legislation 
Committee which reviewed and introduced the current act.  
During that time, I also undertook a study tour inspecting local 
government structure in California.
“In 1994 I was the guest speaker on the legislative changes of the 
NSW Local Government Act at a conference of what was then 
known as Institute of Municipal Managers in San Diego.
“I also served as Shadow Minister of Local Government during the 
periods of 1996 and 2005 to 2007” said Mr Turner.
On leaving the NSW Parliament, Mr Turner was asked to Chair 
the Local Government Acts Taskforce to rewrite the current 
Local Government Act and presented the taskforce’s report to the 
Minister in 2013.
Recently Mr Turner was a delegate considering a number of 
council mergers in NSW.

MidCoast Council
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Removal of Norfolk Pine 
from Ocean Pool Precinct
The News of Our World has received a letter for publication in 
complaint of the removal of the Norfolk Pine standing next to 
the Surf Club adjacent to the Ocean Swimming Pool. Since this 
appears to be a contentious issue it was the Editor’s decision to 
contact the Black Head SLSC to give them a right of reply. 
It should be noted that the opinions, beliefs and viewpoints 
expressed by the various authors in this publication do not 
necessarily reflect the opinions, beliefs and viewpoints of the 
Hallidays Point News of Our World or official policies of the Lions 
Club of Hallidays Point.

Ed
The basis of the letter of complaint and reply from Black Head 
SLSC are as follows:

Letter to the Editor
In 2014 Taree Council 
announced the heritage listing 
of significant historical trees 
identified by the community. 
“These include the Norfolk 
Pine trees that are key features 
at Black Head.”
On Wednesday the 11th May 
2016 the Black Head Surf 
Lifesaving Club arranged for 
the removal of one of our 
heritage trees from the Pool 
area at Black Head Beach. 
Neither the Surf Club nor Council consulted with the community.
I can’t think of anyone who didn’t support the Club in getting 
funding to upgrade the access road leading to the Pool and I 
haven’t spoken to anyone who if asked would have supported 
removing the Norfolk Pine. 
The surf club committee is so invested in getting the road in I 
believe they discounted how important the Norfolk Pines are to 
Black Head. I understand their situation but it was wrong of them 
to remove the tree without talking about it first. There is no excuse 
for Council. 
Personally, I am offended that my name was used in an email to 
Council stating, whilst reluctant, “for safety reasons” I understood 
the need to take out the tree.
In response to my enquiries to Council, Daniel Aldridge wrote 
he was “led to believe that yourself, Landcare members and the 
community were consulted.” 

Alana Parkins, Hallidays Point Landcare.

Reply from Black Head SLSC
Norfolk Island Pine Removal.
The Surf Club sought advice on the viability of retention of the 
large Norfolk pine located beside the roadway and carpark 
adjacent to the pool and clubhouse in light of the impending 
roadworks. Unfortunately based on the arborist’s advice it has 
proved necessary to remove the tree.
Following an inspection from ground level by the arborist his 
report stated that “the tree’s health appears fair with large amounts 
of deadwood present and hanging up in the tree.” “Large visible 
roots are growing for metres above ground level heading towards 
the club.”

The report went on to state that: “Road repairs are going to be 
done approximately one metre from the trunk which will sever all 
structural roots on the north/north east side of the tree, also the 
exposed roots on the opposite side need to be removed to get rid 
of all trip hazards near the shower and path”
The arborist felt “that with extensive unavoidable root damage 
this tree will become structurally unstable and with a lean already 
towards the clubhouse full removal is needed for public safety”
The Surf Club caretaker lives at the northeast end of the clubhouse 
and the prevailing winds are from the northeast.
The tree was reluctantly removed on Tuesday 10 May following 
approval from the Crown Lands and Council.
The arborist climbed the tree to remove branches and in doing so 
discovered that the tree had probably been struck by lightning and 
as such was suffering some decay as indicated by the deadwood 
and had a limited life.
Council is making plans to plant and landscape the ground where 
the tree was and to provide a shade structure and seating.
There appears to have been some misinformation spread about the 
tree removal and in order to clarify the situation a meeting was 
sought with Landcare but Landcare was not prepared to meet with 
the Surf Club.
One such piece of misinformation was that the tree was heritage 
listed. Council has advised: “The Norfolk pines on the roadway 
near the shops and lagoon are. The ones near the surf club are not.”
The surf club has raised the funds from the 3 tiers of government, 
members of the community and Lions.
The road is “owned” by Crown Lands and is managed by Council 
and no surf club funds are involved, only volunteer hours to raise 
the funds and project manage the works.

Black Head SLSC
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Hallidays Point  
Garden Club 

The club’s April meeting 
was held at the home of 
Carolyn and Chris Begg 
at Rainbow Flat. The 
day dawned bright and 
beautiful if a trifle too hot 
for this time of the year.  

The Begg garden, as usual, looked magnificent, delighting the large 
number of members who attended. The grand avenue of pecan 
trees leads to the pair of toparied horse heads and the garden then 
opens up to show off its colour and form, its interesting plants and 
innovative structures. The vertical garden on the north-facing wall 
supports a clever assortment of potted plants which are kept moist 
by a self-watering drip system. It has matured into an eye-catching 
feature which shows what can be achieved in a small space when 
one goes vertical! Not that this garden occupies a small space. It 
wanders over several acres of camellias, hibiscus, bougainvillea, 
clivea, bromeliads and a huge native garden as well as a vegetable 
garden and figgery.
The guest speaker from Mid Coast 
Water was Linda Brook Franklin, an 
environmental scientist. Her talk on 
the water catchment area for Great 
Lakes Council, Greater Taree City 
Council and Gloucester Shire Council 
was interesting and informative. The 
water supply is from the Manning 
River, the only double delta river 
in the Southern Hemisphere. Mid 
Coast Water’s area covers 7000 square 
kilometres and services more than 81 
000 people. She spoke about the infrastructure and workings of 
the Bootawa Dam and the expertise involved in delivering good 
quality water to all those people, water that is strictly controlled, 
tested and checked on a daily basis to maintain its health. Linda 
spoke on the use of water for gardens and her advice was to plan 
first......think about shade, native plants, deciduous trees, good soil 
and mulching. It is important to keep plumbing in good order.  
Her advice to think about the time of day to best water and to 
concentrate on the roots rather than the foliage of plants makes 
sense to all gardeners. One of the elements of the Garden Club’s 
mission statement is education and our guest speakers, as well 
as many of our members, deliver that in spades (and shovels!).  
Anyone requiring further information can collect two brochures 
from Mid Coast Water Offices; one details the history of Bootawa 
Dam and the water supply and the other provides information 
about our drinking water catchments and Mid Coast Water’s role 
in protecting them.

The garden club’s morning teas 
are legendary and today’s was no 
exception. There are some great 
cooks in the club!! So, armed with 
coffee and cake, members and 
friends took a walk around the 
garden to admire the plantings 
and the view across the paddocks 
and to realise how much hard 
work goes into the beautiful 
gardens of our area.

Carmel Bartlett

Are you a Beamafilm buff? 
Beamafilm is a film streaming service which is now available to all 
Manning Valley Libraries members. There are over 500 hundred 
movies & documentaries in the Beamafilm catalogue, with lots of 
Australian content.
Beamafilm recognises the wifi speed on your device/PC so you 
won’t suffer the buffering break when you are watching a movie. 
Just click on the “Beamafilm Library Portal” link on the left hand 
side of our catalogue, put in your library card number, select a 
movie and enjoy!

Print from anywhere? Seriously?
Yes, seriously. Now you can send documents from your smart 
phones, tablets and laptops to our library printer from anywhere 
that has internet access, then come in to your local branch of 
Manning Valley Libraries to collect your print job. You can even 
send that print job off at any time of the day or night. 
To print from your iOS or Android device just download the free 
PrinterOn app from your app store and away you go!
To print from your laptop or computer - go to our website www.
manningvalleylibraries.com.au and click on the PrinterOn link 
under Our Services.

Topography of a Tree Exhibition

Everyone is welcome to enjoy a most unusual exhibition by Wingham 
artist Kim Hamilton during the month of June in the Hallidays 
Point Library Gallery. The Topography of a Tree exhibition features 
works made using scanning electron microscopy that reveals the 
micro-sculpting of the surface topography of plant material. Kim 
merges scientific and artistic visualisation techniques in these 
works to create chimera compositions that explore perceptions of 
scale and visibility in nature. 

What’s new in your library? 
Pick up a copy of this month’s latest releases brochure in your library 
or have a look at it on our website www.manningvalleylibraries.
com.au to see what’s new for you to borrow or reserve.

See you soon in the Library!!
Library Hours: Mon. – Fri. 10 am – 5 pm, Sat. 10 am – 12 noon

Hallidays Point 
Branch
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Monthly Book 
Review
Anne Tyler: ‘A Patchwork 
Planet’ 1998, Vintage.
An easy and delightful read. This is the 
story of Barnaby, a 30 year old miss-fit 
struggling to find his place within his 
somewhat well-known Baltimore family, 
with his 9 year old daughter living in 
Philadelphia, with his ex-wife and in the larger world he occupies.
His childhood pranks landed him in reform school, embarrassing 
his society-conscious, mother who continues to hold his every 
childhood transgression against him. Her embarrassment 
continues as he lives in a rented basement and works in a lowly 
job. Barnaby has not found his direction-giving ‘angel’ – a family 
tradition that continues to elude him.
As an employee of “Rent-a-Back”, Barnaby provides physical (and 
to a degree social) help to a variety of characters, mainly elderly 
and often shuffling off their mortal coil. Through his 30-year-
old eyes, Tyler gives us thought-provoking insights on the aging 
and end of life processes. Wrapped up in the story are flashes of 
Barnaby’s inner strength and abilities.
I’m off to find another of Tyler’s books and see if it delivers as much 
enjoyment.

Jeny 

Our Natural World
with Geraldine
The Emblem of Our Land
“This here’s the wattle, the emblem of 
our land”
“You can stick it in a bottle, you can 
hold it in your hand.” (Monty Python)
Indeed, as Bruce said the Golden Wattle is Australia’s official 
floral emblem. It has appeared as a floral motif adornment to the 
Commonwealth Coat of Arms since 1912. The word ‘Wattle’ is of 
Anglo-Saxon origin! The huts of the early settlers were made using 
a ‘wattle and daub’ technique. The Acacia branches were found to 
be the most suitable and these trees soon came to be called Wattles.

If you drive down the M3 at 
a certain time of the year, you 
can find wattles in full bloom. 
They look spectacular with 
their massed yellow blooms 
brightening up the greenish-
grey of the winter landscape. 
Barry Ralley in his Great 
Lakes Flora database lists 
19 different types of wattles 
(Acacia) that can found 
around Hallidays Point, 
for example Prickly Moses, 
Swamp Wattle, Beach Sally 
Wattle and Fringed Wattle.
The individual flowers of the 
Wattle may be either globular 
heads or cylindrical spikes. 

The majority of wattles lack true leaves when they are mature 
plants. However, they all have true leaves (which are bi-pinnate 
and feather-like) when they are seedlings.
Wattle seeds are carried in pods which twist and snap open when 
crisp and dry, scattering shiny, black seeds; the pods then remain on 
the plant. The pods are decorative, coiled and looped and twisted. 
The seeds have a very hard outer covering. Once released, the 
seeds retain viability for many years. Like many other Australian 
plants, the wattle has defences against drought or fire, and needs 
heat to release seeds or allow them to germinate. With their tough, 
water-saving leaves, wattles have adapted well to the mainly dry 
Australian conditions.
Wattles are opportunistic pollinators - making the most of pretty 
much any beetle, wasp or bee which lands on them to do the job 
of spreading their genes around. Watching bees going berserk as 
they frantically jostle to get among a blossom-laden wattle branch, 
you’d think these trees produce the most seductive nectar in the 
world. But although wattles do often have an amazingly strong 
fragrance, the flowers don’t usually carry nectar. The pollinators 
are attracted instead by the pollen itself, a rich source of protein. 
Mites and thrips feed on the flowers, and beetles and wasps prey on 
these insects. All of these creatures become inadvertent pollinators.
Most wattles are shrubs less than 3-4 m high. Some others barely 
reach 10 centimetres high and others creep along the ground. 
Many wattles are short-lived and will live no longer than 10-20 
years but a few are long-lived (up to 200-300 years). For example, 
the Blackwood lives to 200 years or more. 

Justices of the Peace
Justices of the Peace (JPs) are appointed by the Governor of NSW. 
They are volunteers who come from all walks of life and all sections 
of the community. They are people who are trusted to be honest, 
careful and impartial. The most common functions performed by 
a JP are to:
• Witness the signing of a statutory declaration
• Witness the signing of an affidavit
• Certify that a copy of an original document is a true copy.
Before a JP can witness you signing a statutory declaration or 
affidavit, the JP is required to:
• Check if the document is completed correctly
• Ask you questions to make sure you understand the purpose, 

effect and content of the document
• Warn you it is a serious offence to make a false statement in 

the document, and that the penalties include imprisonment
• Confirm your identity (if the JP has not known you for 12 

months or more, the JP must see your identification document)
• Watch you sign the document in the JP’s presence.
Before a JP can certify a copy of an original document, the JP must 
have both the original document and the copy physically in front 
of him/her.
When seeking the services of a JP, please telephone in advance 
to make an appointment. It is best to telephone during weekday 
business hours. If urgent contact on a weekend is necessary, please 
limit your call to a reasonable time of the day. Remember – JPs are 
volunteers. They are strictly forbidden to charge for their services.
The NSW Attorney-General Register of JPs lists 52 at Hallidays 
Point/Red Head/Black Head/Diamond Beach/Tallwoods. To find 
a local JP, click on the link below and type in postcode 2430. The 
Register will give you the JP’s name, location and contact phone 
number.
http://jp.lawlink.nsw.gov.au/public/welcomePublic.do

Peter Ryall
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The Hallidays Point  
News of Our World  
is Growing Larger!
It’s very encouraging and satisfying that the volume of articles 
informing of local news, events and history being submitted for 
publication in the News of Our World is increasing. This month’s 
edition has gone to 24 pages for the first time which is great! While 
the increase in volume of articles is very welcome we still need 
some more advertising to pay for the extra printing costs.
The production of the News of Our World and distribution of 2000 
copies throughout Hallidays Point, Diamond Beach, Rainbow 
Flat and Darawank is carried out entirely by volunteers under the 
umbrella of the Hallidays Point Lions Club. The cost of printing 
is paid by the valuable sponsorship we receive from our regular 
advertisers. Any surplus funds remaining at the end of our financial 
year is distributed back to worthy causes within our community.
Next month, in the July edition, we will introduce a new feature. 
Classified Advertising! We hope this will be a successful means 
of advertising locally for services, garage sales, employment, cars, 
boats, caravans, furniture and indeed any kind of announcement 
including hatch, match & dispatch etc. Advertising to a local 
audience will be advantageous, not to mention the very reasonable 

rate of only $20 for 4 lines. If you want to make use of this new 
service, please send your details by using the electronic form 
on our website www.hallidayspointnews.org or by emailing to 
editor@hallidayspointnews.org or by using the coupon below 
and delivering it to the Lions Pop Up Shop in the Hallidays Point 
Shopping Square.
We look forward to successfully providing this new service for the  
mutual benefit of the Hallidays Point community and your local 
Newsletter.
Thanks for your support,

John Finnie, Editor

Disclaimer
The opinions, beliefs and viewpoints expressed by the various authors 
in this publication do not necessarily reflect the opinions, beliefs and 
viewpoints of the Hallidays Point News of Our World or official policies 
of the Lions Club of Hallidays Point.
Copyright Statement and Policy
A. The author of each article published in this newsletter owns his or 
her own words.
B. The articles in this newsletter may be freely redistributed in other 
media and non-commercial publications as long as the following 
conditions are met.
The redistributed article may not be abridged, edited or altered in any 
way without the express consent of the author.
An article may be submitted for possible publication in this newsletter 
in the following manner.
Send a short email message to editor@hallidayspointnews.org 
describing the article you would like to publish.
Articles are published in this newsletter only on the condition that the 
author agrees to the terms of the Copyright Statement and Policy 
above.

TELL YOUR FRIENDS AROUND THE WORLD

View the Hallidays Point News of Our World on line at:  

www.hallidayspointnews.org

Help & Exercise!
While you’re walking in your neighbourhood, 

why not help deliver the 
Hallidays Point News of Our World?

We currently need spare walkers 
to cover for our regulars 

who are on holiday. Please call Clare on: 

6559 3413
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The Coalition’s Growth, Jobs and Infrastructure programme is delivering for the Hallidays 

Point, Black Head, Tallwoods, Red Head, Diamond Beach and the Manning-Great Lakes

He Listens. He Cares. He Delivers.

Federal Member for Lyne
   David GILLESPIE MP
Dr

   DavidGillespieMP

   @DaveGillespieMP

           davidgillespiemp

   www.davidgillespie.com.au 

Authorised by Dr David Gillespie,
144 Victoria Street, Taree NSW 2430.

ADVERTISEMENT

  A new youth employment package to give local  
 businesses stronger incentives and greater  
 � exibility in hiring job seekers under the age  
 of 25 years including pre-employment training  
 through internships and subsidies of between  
 $6,500 and $10,000.

  Many of our 10,000 small businesses will have a  
 tax cut to 27.5%.

  $9-million to upgrade water infrastructure to  
 cater for future growth in the Manning and Great  
 Lakes.

  $16-million towards Bucketts Way upgrade  
 between Taree and Gloucester.

  144 Federally funded aged care places for a new  
 $40-million senior’s residential complex   
 generating 160 news local jobs on completion.

  $6-million towards the new Forster Civic Precinct.

  $10-million towards the Manning Valley Strategic  
 Roads & Bridges package including the new  
 Dyers Crossing and Dickensens Bridge.

  Federal funding towards community projects  
 such as Taree Showground, Cundletown Museum,  
 Old Bar Preschool, Taree Motorcycle Complex  
 upgrade, Taree War Memorial, Wingham and  
 Harrington Men’s Sheds, Taree CCTV Coopernook  
 Action Group Maintenance program, Tinonee  
 School of Arts Hall, Taree PCYC Youth programme,  
 Black Head Surf Club upgrade.

  Increase in aged and home care funding in Lyne  
 from $90-million a year in 2013 to $105-million  
 a year today and growing.

  Local Green Army projects in Wingham,   
 Coopernook, Harrington, Old Bar and Taree.

  $48,113,458 allocated to Greater Taree Council  
 in Roads to Recovery and Federal Financial  
 Assistance Grants for local infrastructure (2014- 
 2018).

  $40,657,328 allocated to Great Lakes Council in  
 Roads to Recovery and Federal Financial  
 Assistance Grants for local infrastructure (2014- 
 2018).

  Road Blackspot and bridge renewal projects  
 such as Abdoos Bridge, Potts Bridge, Kellys Creek  
 Bridge, High-Flett Street Taree intersection, Lakes  
 Way, Commerce Street-Wingham Road Taree  
 intersection, Coomba Road, of Peel Street-Kent  
 Street Tuncurry intersection. Strand, Middle and  
 Macintosh Streets intersection Forster.

  $250,000 for local school sporting grants in the  
 Manning and Great Lakes

  $150,000 for local veterans projects at Wingham,  
 Old Bar, Taree and Harrington.

  Over $5-million now rolling out to � x local mobile  
 phone blackspots in the Manning-Great Lakes.

  Multi-billion dollar investment in the Paci� c  
 Highway upgrade between our region and  
 Queensland to improve safety, travelling times  
 and freight costs.

  Funding to boost medical specialist training at the  
 Base Hospital.

  Repairing the former Labor/Greens/Independent  
 Government’s budget mess to help give families  
 and retirees a better deal.
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Jindaboonda 
Postie Trek
A Lions View
The everyday miracles performed by 
ordinary people.

This describes the Jeffers family as they planned and executed 
The Postie Bike Trek in honour of the life of Jindaboonda. What 
could be more inspirational of human endeavour than watching 
Jindaboonda’s wife Kim arriving home, in the dark on her Postie 
Bike, at the completion of the 10-day trek.
In March the Jeffers Family invited Hallidays Point Lions to help 
shave years off Cancer Research. What happened is a remarkable 
journey. Firstly, the Fund raiser at the Surf Club. Secondly, the 
3,000 km Postie Bike Trek. 
It is this trip, that sensationally impacted on many lives and had 
outcomes not imagined. Certainly a very big bucket of money was 
donated to The Australian Cancer Research Foundation. 
The Postie Trek was the brain child of family member Daniel 
Kranz, to have an event in which funds went to the microscope 
for cancer research.  In this case The Australian Cancer Research 
Foundation. The result exceeded all expectations. Family, friends, 
community members, businesses and Lions gave generously. 
Daniel’s account is on the front page of this edition of NoOW.
Allow me to tell you the story of Nyngan Lions Club. Let me say 
Nyngan illustrates what happened regularly as Lions Clubs along 
the way stood up and supplied food and or donations. Hallidays 
Point Lions task was to request clubs along the way provide lunch. 
The fact is many went far and above this. Emails were sent and 
more emails, gradually responses trickled in. No email responses 
from Nyngan. I tried a phone call, President Delma answered the 
phone. Delma does not bother much with emails. I attempted 
to give some background. Delma remarked it was short notice 
and she was busy most days with Meals on Wheels, helping the 

elderly ...the list went on. 
She did mention in all this 
she was over 75! I sheepishly 
mentioned that it was this 
coming Thursday. “Oh love 
that’s fine that’s the one day I 
have vacant. You must realise 
we only have 4 members 
here, one works from her 
walker “ I immediately said 
that my wife Vicki and Lion 
Noel would get there early 
and help and we would pay 
half. The short response was, “no if I say we can do it we will, we 
regularly supply food for all sorts of people passing through on 
fund raisers. We recently supplied 100 Black Dogs with baked 
dinners, so they don’t get sick of the same type of food”. 
On arrival in the Main Street there they all were ready to go, in 
arguably one of the nicest parks seen.....anywhere

Some 40 minutes later the 
postie bikes buzzed up the 
street. The meal comprised 
inch thick Scotch Fillet and 
big enough to cover the 
plate plus salads. Absolutely 
beautiful. I will never again 
complain about my work 
load. 
President Delma and Nyngan 
Lions you inspired us all. 
Thank you. 

President Ray  
Hallidays Point Lions.

Opportunity to Buy  
Good Quality Goods

DECEASED ESTATE  
GARAGE SALE

Furniture, Whitegoods,  
Artwork, Kitchen Equipment, 

Manchester  
and General Household Goods

11TH JUNE 8 AM-1 PM
19 Bellevue Place, Hallidays Point

All proceeds to the 
Hallidays Point Community Church

Enquiries: Bryan 6559 3559
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w w w . l i o n s c l u b s . o r g . a u / y e  

For more information, download the Guidelines for Australian Youth Travelling Overseas brochure 
from the Lions Australia website: 

APPLICATIONS CLOSE 30 JUNE 2016, OR WHEN PLACES ARE FILLED. 
BOOK NOW TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT! 

The Lions Youth Exchange Program gives 
Australian youth aged 16-21 years an 
opportunity to travel overseas independently 
and safely; to become a member of one or 
more host families and experience their 
lifestyle, culture, interests and values. 

Lions Club International is one of the largest 
service organisations worldwide. 

No school attendance is required overseas. 

Overseas destinations include Europe, North 
and South America, USA, Malaysia, New 
Zealand, Scandinavia and Japan. Chaperoned 
stopovers are available in Los Angeles and 
London.  
Youth to Japan depart late November and 
return late December. Youth to other 
destinations depart early December and return 
mid-January.  

Each Australian youth will pay approximately 
$3000 - $7500 depending on the destination. 
Accommodation is provided at no cost by host 
families associated with Lions Clubs 
International. Travel is not sponsored by Lions 
Australia. 
Email Lion Lorraine Hemsworth 
(l.hemsworth@bigpond.com) on the National 
Lions Youth Exchange Committee to discuss 
the application process. 

Travel overseas  
with the LIONS YOUTH EXCHANGE PROGRAM 

in your summer holidays 

Hallidays Point 
Combined 
Probus Club Inc.

Well in our May meeting 
we not only enjoyed our 
morning tea with the 
gorgeous view from the 
balcony of the Surf Club, but 
we also got to enjoy the view 
of “Men in Pink Aprons”! 
In honour of it being the 
month of Mother’s Day, it was 
decided that the men should 
serve the morning tea, which 
should include cream cakes 
and pink aprons. Well done 
to Alan Bates, John Coster 
and Warwick Pulsford. 
I think we should have the 
men serving the morning 
tea more frequently although 
I guess they make the 

contribution of setting up the hall with the chairs and clearing up 
again afterwards! Alan Bates also gave a 10-minute amusing talk 
about Mothers. 
We also had a talk given by Graham Barclay about The Future of 
Oysters In Wallis Lake, which was very interesting. It has been 
an enormous help to have the use of the new microphones that 
were purchased for the Surf Club by Probus and the Lions Club. 

Fortunately, we were able to manage with just one of the two 
microphones, as we were very shocked and saddened, to find that 
the 2nd microphone had already been taken from the Surf Club. 
We hope that the Surf Club will soon be able recover it and will 
ensure that both microphones are well looked after in the future.
Pauline Goodwin and Lee Kirk were kept very busy on the 
Activities Table taking deposits for the whole host of activities they 
have arranged for the coming months. Activities include a day trip 
to Newcastle to go on a cruise, plus a 3-day trip to Sydney to see 
“My Fair Lady”. As well as these one-off events, we have regular 
monthly events such as the Diners Club, Movie Group and Book 
Club. The Book Club would like to see more members, so if you are 
interested, then please do not hesitate to join Probus (if not already 
a member). We also have the choir that meets weekly for a practice. 

Some events occur just once 
a year, such as the BBQ with 
a game of Boules down at 
Black Head Beach Park. 
This always takes place in 
May and we always seem 
to have good weather for 
it. Allan Buckingham did a 
great job of organising it. I 

had to laugh when he was giving instructions for the Boules game, 
however, as you could definitely tell he had been a headmaster! We 
all had a great time including my dog, Buffy, that had the company 
of another dog, plus the enjoyment of some sausage. Even a local 
kookaburra enjoyed it as he managed to dive in and pinch at least 
one sausage! 
If you would enjoy being are part of Probus, then phone John 
Clucas, our Secretary, on 0417 036550, or Anna Hamers, our 
President, on 6559 3747.

Lorraine Ramsden, Bulletin Editor
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Fishing News
with Trevor
Wow! What a month it has been for the 
off shore fishermen and rock hoppers. It’s 
been like old times. I drove along Tuncurry 
Beach last week (beginning of May) to see 
if the mullet run had started. The ocean was at its sparkling limpid 
best. Instead of the one or two large pods of dolphins in its 15 
kilometre stretch, there were smaller pods every kilometre or so 
feeding on schools of fish, probably mackerel. The sea was boiling 
in patches with small bait fish churning the surface, feasted on by 
pelagic fish below and hundreds of gulls and terns above. In places 
the shoreline was a blanket of white – thousands upon thousands 
of gulls and terns who had had their fill.
Also, along the sand was a silver line, about 15cm. wide, of krill. 
And so the chain starts. The bait fish eat the krill, small pelagic 
such as tailor and mack tuna, eat the baitfish, larger pelagic eat the 
smaller varieties while these in turn are the prey for dolphins and 
ultimately, sharks of which there are plenty in our area at present.

Local rock fishermen, Damian, 
Jimbo and friends have had a 
bonanza. I have never heard 
of anyone catching spanish 
mackerel off Black Head in 
my many years of fishing here. 
However Damian has caught a 
couple to 15kg. while Jimbo also 
landed a 19kg. using steel trace 

and live yellowtail for bait, (pictured). Care should be taken with 
this species as they have razor sharp teeth, hence the steel trace. 
Jimbo  was also rewarded with a whopping long tail tuna. Great 
skill fellows.

Benign, warm seas, plenty 
of baitfish and good reports 
have tempted many boaties 
offshore. Twenty eight boats 
were counted near Snapper 
Rock off Wallabi Point where 
more long tailed tuna and 
spanish mackerel were landed, 
the latter been great eating. The 
rare variety, snook, were also 
landed together with the usual 
reef species. Some sizeable 
snapper to 8kg. were boated 
and Caine Loretan shows a 
quality snapper in the attached 
photo. Soft plastics and live 
bait were used.
As yet (May 9th) the mass migration of mullet has not begun in 
earnest although, a few hauls have been made. I’ve been intrigued 
over the years, how the mullet know it is a westerly blowing which 
triggers their migration north, why westerly and why north? Later 
the newly born fingerlings travel back south. Why south?
The lake and estuaries are still producing some bream and still 
some good size flathead with the warm water. Whiting are few and 
far between on the beaches and bream are rare. Tailor have been 
tardy, conditions exacerbated by the red weed.
I’ve heard some novel ways of fishing but this takes the cake. 
Specially constructed drones carrying baited hook with line 
attached, hover within a few hundred metres of the operator, 
when the fish is sighted, the baited hook and line is dropped, and, 
hopefully, success. It’s on Facebook!

Good Fishing, Trevor
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Michael’s 
Computing 
Trouble Shooting
This month I thought that free software that is available from the 
internet might be an interesting topic. As it turns out, there is so 
much free software out there that I couldn’t possibly do the topic 
justice in just one article. So I plan to give you a broad overview 
now and then from time to time to feature some good programs 
in more detail. You might be surprised how much really great 
software is out there that will cost you nothing but the time it takes 
to download it.
Some proprietary software like Microsoft Office or Adobe 
Photoshop can be prohibitively expensive. The same is true for 
anti-virus software from Norton and McAfee. But with really great 
alternatives like Open Office, GIMP and AVG, why spend the 
money?
But are these alternatives as good as the programs that inspired 
them? Microsoft Word or Excel, for example, are absolutely 
fabulous programs. But if you don’t use the many features available 
in these programs; if you only need basic word processing or 
spreadsheet skills, the alternative programs are probably all you 
need. As long as you can type up the minutes for your meeting 
or print out your monthly budget spreadsheet, you have achieved 
your desired outcome.
So let’s have a look at some of the software you might use every day.
Apache Open Office 
Open Office is a suite of six programs that were designed as an 
alternative to Microsoft Office. It consists of Writer, a word processor 
that takes the place of Microsoft Word, Calc is the spreadsheet 
component that replaces Microsoft Excel, Presentation does the 

same job as Microsoft Powerpoint, Base is a database program 
similar to Microsoft Access, Draw is a very good vector drawing 
program that is similar to Microsoft Publisher, and finally Formula 
allows you to create mathematical equations that can be inserted 
into other documents. (So far, I have never needed Formula and 
don’t know anyone who does. But it is there if you need it).
One advantage of Open Office is that you can save Text, Calc and 
Presentation documents in the Microsoft formats, so if you needed 
to send them to someone who uses Microsoft Office, they will be 
able to open them. Vice versa, if someone sends you a MS Office 
document, you will be able to open them. The only exception 
would be that no program other than MS Publisher will open 
Publisher documents.
GIMP
Have you ever wanted to cut an object out of one photo and paste it 
into another photo? Or restore an old, damaged photo? Or change 
the colour of part of a photo to a different colour? You might need 
GIMP. GIMP stands for Gnu Image Manipulation Program. It is an 
image editor that was modelled on Adobe Photoshop. In fact, you 
can open and edit Photoshop files and you can save your GIMP 
files in the Photoshop file format.
You will often hear people say that a photo has been “photoshopped”. 
The term is now short hand for saying that the photo has been 
enhanced or modified in some way. For a long time, the industry 
standard software to do this was Adobe Photoshop. Now, however, 
there are a number of image editing programs available, and I 
think GIMP is one of the best.
If you have already used Photoshop, you should have no trouble 
converting over to GIMP. If on the other hand, you have never 
used Photoshop, learning to use GIMP can take a little while. But 
once you get the basic concepts, it is such a powerful tool. There 
are many tutorials available on Youtube that will help you to get the 
hang of GIMP.

Contd on Page 18



Page 18 June 2016

AVG Free - AVG Free is an anti-virus program that is free and 
does a fantastic job. I have been using it for nearly ten years. It 
doesn’t have all the protection that its pay for version does, but in 
my opinion, it does the job at hand.
When I started working with computers, Norton and McAfee were 
the big names in anti-virus software. They weren’t cheap and as 
time went by they seemed to slow computers down while they were 
doing their job. Then along came AVG. It was light weight, but it 
was very effective in combating viruses.
Anti-virus programs are expected to do so much more these days. 
With the growth of the internet, we need to be protected from 
attacks that come looking for us now, instead of carelessly opening 
a file from someone else’s floppy disk.
You will get more features with AVG Internet Security or with 
Norton’s or McAfee, but you will have to pay for it.

Malwarebytes
What are the differences between “viruses” and “malware”? 
Viruses are a specific type of malware (designed to replicate and 
spread), while malware is a broad term used to describe all sorts 
of unwanted or malicious code. Malware can include viruses, 
spyware, adware, nagware, trojans, worms, and more.
Malwarebytes looks for a broader spectrum of infections than 
most anti-virus software. The free version doesn’t run in the 
background, however, which gives you real-time protection, so 
you need to initiate a scan manually. I scan my computer once a 
month or whenever I think something weird is happening on my 
computer such as the homepage changing without me doing it or 
strange windows popping up whilst browsing the internet.
In conjunction with AVG Free, using Malwarebytes will keep your 
computer protected from most malicious attacks.

Gazza’s  
Car Care Tips
Cleaning Your Car
This is the first line of defence when it comes to 
protecting your car from the elements. Without 
regular cleaning, conditioning and treatment, a car’s interior and 
exterior are prone to discolouration, marring, cracking and peeling 
due to sun damage, road debris and other contaminants.

Here are some tips to washing the body of your car efficiently:
• Never wipe or dust the body with a dry cloth. The tiny particles 

of dust and grit on the surface can scratch the paint. Before 
you wash the car hose it down to get rid of the surface dust, 
mud and grit.

Contd from Page 17

To be Continued next month, Michael Gallen
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• Use gentle cleaners with warm water; commercial car washing 

products are usually the best. Household detergents can 
remove the wax and other protective finishes from the surface. 
One product I use is Truck Wash. 

• Never wash the vehicle in the hot sun, the cleaning products 
will dry quickly making them harder to remove and will likely 
cause streaking.

• Use a sponge or soft rag, old towels, t-shirts or cotton nappies 
and rinse the cloth often to get rid of grease and dust particles. 
Be thorough but gentle; vigorous scrubbing can scratch and 
remove paint.

• Always from the top down so soapy scum and sludge doesn’t 
mess up freshly washed areas. Wash one section at a time, hose 
it down, soap it up and rinse it off. When you finish the entire 
vehicle, hose it all down again to ensure you have removed all 
soap and dirt.

• Dry the car with a chamois to get rid of water spotting that can 
mar the surface. Clean your chamois regularly too, in a clean 
bucket of water, to remove any dirt and grime. If your chamois 
is dirty you will leave unsightly streaks.  Chamois windows, 
immediately followed by a micro cloth, buffing until dry.

• A well-polished and waxed vehicle is easier to clean because 
of the protective barrier that repels dirt, water and harmful 
contaminants. It will also keep your car looking great.

Drive Safely, Garry

Tank’s Corner
Hullo to all my “furever” friends and to your owners. A common 
question asked is whether a dog’s nose should be wet or dry? A 
healthy dog’s or cat’s nose may be wet and cool at one time and 
slightly warm and dry at another time without there being a 
problem. Variability is quite normal. 

The average dog’s nose is 10,000 times 
more sensitive to odours than the 
human nose and secretes a thin layer 
of mucus which helps to absorb scent 
chemicals. Dogs also use a moist nose 
as one of the ways to regulate their 
body temperature, alongside sweating 
from their feet pads and heat loss via 
their respiration and tongue. They do 
not have sweat glands on their bodies, 
so, while it is advantageous to cool a 
dog’s body during heat stress, the main 
cooling affect is by cooling their pads 
and wetting their tongues and noses. The wet or dry nose can be 
an indicator along with other clinical signs of an unwell pet, but 
not just by itself. A wet and runny nose with coughing, sneezing 
and wheezing or any breathing difficulties necessitates a visit to 
your Vet. A dry nose accompanied by lethargy, decreased or absent 
appetite, vomiting and / or diarrhea is also a reason for a visit to 
the Vet.
Don’t forget to keep up your pet’s tick prevention over the Autumn 
and Winter as we see tick cases in June and July, but especially 
August, September, October and November. This a result of owners 
not giving prevention during these months and /or forgetting 
to start prevention early enough. Yes, December, January and 
February are also “tick” months, but most owners are aware of 
this and use preventatives on their pets during that time. For dogs, 
Nexgard (1/mth) and Bravecto (1/3mths) are proving reliable and 
easy to use. Cats still need to use Frontline as a tick preventative 
1/2wks. I hope you have an enjoyable Winter and I will be back on 
board for August 2016. 

Lots of Licks. TANK.
Diamond Beach Veterinary Clinic - Telephone 6559 2277
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Hallidays Point  
Sports Club 
The 2016 season has started off well, so far no wet weather which 
is always a plus! We are really excited to have 13 teams playing this 
year with over 140 players. 
For the first time in a few years we also have a Mens team which 
has a couple of father-sons in it which has given it an even more 
‘family’ feel. A lot of our junior players really enjoy watching the 
Mens team play of a Saturday afternoon, especially with a few 
coaches of these teams playing. 
Thanks must go out to the Black Head Bazaar committee who gave 
our club ‘carpark duties’ in the past few months which helped us 
raise valuable funds for the club through the collection of the $2 
parking fee. This was a great way for the children to be involved in 
raising money too. 
We would also like to thank Taree & Forster Dominos, Black Head 
Bowling Club, TJS Building Certifiers and Hallidays Point Tavern 
for their contribution/sponsorship to our club.  
Photos are of our youngest ‘soccer stars’ from the Under 6s. 

Black Head 
Longboarders
An absolutely glorious day in paradise to compete in our round 4 
comp for 2016. 

We had a good roll up of 
surfers, considering it was 
Mother’s Day and after some 
deliberation it was decided to 
stay at Diamond Beach and 
surf the south end. This ended 
up being a reasonably good 
decision as the surf was fun 
with great conditions to start 
with then an uncharacteristic 
North Easterly popped up 
and blew it out by 11.30. Still 
it was not hard to take surfing 
with friends and associates, 
eating bacon and egg rolls with 
coffee before heading out for 
another surf. There was some 
competitive surfing on the day 

however it eventuated that only 
one heat was surfed and a bit of free surfing was on the agenda 
before the wind totally messed things up. 
Don’t forget every second Sunday of the month at Diamond Beach 
car park and from June – September we meet at 8am to warm up 
the old bones prior to getting wet. 
New members always welcome

E: blackheadlongboarders@gmail.com
Bodhi, Jahzara Aaria, Ava-Jane, 

Zac, Carter  (absent: Curtis)
Chase, Jamahlia, Blake, Jayden, 

Isaac, Jackson, Damon

Huddo

John having a walk
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Hallidays Point 
Netball Club 
We have had a fantastic start to the 
season!! 
With 22 new players we have 85 players 
this year over 9 teams- a huge thank you 
to our sponsors:
• Itravel Forster • Hair Culture by K&S • A Stones Throw Boutique
• Blackbilt Constructions • Andrews Gardner Real Estate
• The Point Bakery • Endota Spa Diamond Beach
• Foodworks Hallidays Point • Cellarbrations Diamond Beach
It is wonderful to have local businesses sponsoring us and shows 
the massive encouragement our community and these businesses 
provide by supporting our local children in their desired activities. 
Your support ensures that we have the equipment necessary to 
teach and develop the girls in the game of netball. Thank you!!!

We are also lucky to have four new coaches, Peter and Bopha 
Brabant, Michelle Hooper, Narene Geer & Kristen Clarke; and co-
coaches Katie Clarke & Lilli-Mae Geer and new managers, Lexie 
Cain-Ashford, Michelle Ford and Stacey Bell. It is fantastic to have 
all these people on board and appreciate all the time and effort all 
the coaches, co-coaches and managers spend on and off the court. 
Keep it up!

Our season kicked off 
in March with a bang 
and all teams are now 
into round 5. Rep 
season has also started 
with 24 Hallidays 
Point members 
attaining Great Lakes 
Representation status!
We will be having 
our Quiz night in late 
August and it will be 
bigger and brighter 
than last year. So make 
sure you save the 
date and rally up the 
brainiacs it will be a 
great night 
Don’t forget to like our 
Facebook page to keep 
up to date with what’s 
going on. 

It is going to be another great season for Hallidays Point Netball 
Club, play hard but play fair and have fun!!! 

Manu Walker
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WHAT’S HAPPENING!
HALLIDAYS POINT COMMUNITY CHURCH

Contact Mrs Pat Coster 6559 2898
Services each Sunday at 9.00am

4th Sunday of each month - prayer and worship 5.00 pm 
followed by fellowship tea

WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
KIDZ CLUB: Every second Friday

Look for the sign out the front. School kids Yrs 3-6 3.30 pm
$4. Fun and activities with tea provided
MEN'S FELLOWSHIP: Friday 8.15am

Prayer group for men.
CRAFT: Every second Wednesday 9.30-12'ish 

Meet with other crafty people. Share ideas. BYO Craft
$ 3. Includes Morning Tea 

OVER 55'S LUNCH 12-3pm
Anyone over 55 is welcome. 2 Course meal and afternoon tea. 

Bingo. Pick up available if necessary. $8. 
Book if you are able on number above.

SENIOR CITIZENS - BUSY CALENDAR
The Senior Citizens Centre is located at the 

Black Head Sports Reserve in Baywood Drive.
Activities are as follows: 

Mondays - Croquet 9.30 am to 12 noon 
Every 1st and 3rd Monday - Bingo 10 am - 1.00 pm

Every 1st and 3rd Monday - Poetry for you 2.00 pm - 4.00 pm 
Tuesday - Tai Chi - 8.00 am - 9.30 am

1st Wednesday of the month - Open Forum 10 am - 12.00 noon 
Thursday - Heartmoves Fun Exercise 8.30 am

Friday - Art class - 9.30 am -12.00 noon 
Films/Theatre (see notice board)

1st Sunday of the month-Black Head Bazaar 
5.30 am - 1.00 pm (not in winter)

Further enquiries, contact Marilyn Lambden 0411 481 350 
(If unanswered please leave a message)

BOWLS
Men's Social Bowls - Every Monday 1pm Mufti 
Women's Social Bowls - Every Thursday 9am 

Uniform Weekend Chicken Run Mixed Mufti - 1pm 
Sat or Sun (contact club)

HALLIDAYS POINT LANDCARE GROUP INC.
Volunteers are always welcome to help 

maintain our local environment.
Working bees every Monday and Tuesday 

from 8.am until 11 am.
Contact Alana 6559 2979

Seascape/Diamond  Beach working  bees
each Friday 9-11am 

Contact Tim 6559 2827
The school's organic garden 

most Wednesdays from 12.30pm.
Contact Alana 6559 2979

The Black Head Bazaar on the 1st Sunday of each month 
(except winter) see www.hallidayspointinfo.com

Hallidays Point 
Combined Probus Club
meet at the Black Head Surf Club 
on the first Tuesday of each month 

at 9.30 for 10.00am start.
Visitors will be made most welcome to join 

in fun and friendship.

Your community group at 
Hallidays Point could use this space 

for free each month

TENNIS
You are invited to join 

Black Head Tennis Club 
in Wylie Breckenridge Park 
behind the Shopping Centre

Club Membership Categories:

Adult $40 - Family $100 - Junior $20
Associates $15 - July 1st - June 30, 2016

Social Groups play weekdays and Saturday afternoons from 1.30 pm
Anyone interested in night tennis, please phone the following contact numbers:

Enquiries

Wendy: 0402 096 297 or Sharyn: 0414 353 926
Court Hire 7 Days - AM / PM through “Point Bakery”

or After Hours by phoning the above numbers.
Hallidays Point Play Group

Hallidays Point Community Church, Diamond Beach Rd
Tuesdays 9.30am to 11.30am

Playgroup is a place for you and your children aged 0-6 to 
have fun, make new friends and develop skills through play.

Playgroups offer a safe, relaxed environment where you 
canfind friendship and support. At Playgroup, children are 
offered a variety of social, play and sensory experiences 

that encourage learning and development.
You are welcome to experience two Playgroup sessions 

before joining Playgroup NSW
Membership to Playgroup NSW covers your entire family 

offering parents, grandparents and family members 
the opportunity to attend Playgroup.

Find us on Facebook - Search Hallidays Point Playgroup.

LIONS CLUB OF HALLIDAYS POINT
Lions are an active part of this community and have been 

responsible for providing many facilities in the area
Lions are people who find time to look beyond purely 
self- interest and gain. They are people just like YOU!
New members are always welcome, men and women, 

so why not come along and check us out.
Lions meet each month: 2nd Thursday at 6.00 p.m. 

at the Senior Citizens Centre then if you choose
7.30 p.m. to the Tavern for dinner

4th Thursday at the Black Head Surf Life Saving Club 
(contact secretary to check on venue)

6.30 p.m. for 7.00 p.m. dinner
This is a partners night and there is usually a guest speaker 

or some other form of entertainment.
Enquiries: Sue Newton. Secretary on 0418 607 292

WE SERVE

www.hallidayspointlions.org.au 
President: Ray Piper 6559 3588
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Rising Netball Stars Shoot 
an Enviable Record

The Hallidays Point iTravel Under 8s Netball Team has made an 
incredible start to the Netball season with an impeccable for-and-
against record. The girls play in within the Great Lakes Netball 
Association NetSetGo competition at Forster, and after just four 
games have scored an amazing 28 goals without conceding even 
a single goal. It’s important that the girls become versatile, so the 
girls rotate through all court positions during the season, and all 
girls take a turn acting as Team Captain. NetSetGo players get the 
opportunity to learn key netball skills along with the knowledge 
associated with each player position. They become adept in all 
roles and learn how to defend, attack and how to shoot goals. Team 
work and communication and are the basis for success in any team 
sport, and you won’t find a team, in any sport, that do it any better 
than the iTravel U8s.Thank You Itravel for your sponsorship to the 
team!! A local group of rising stars, a formidable team, winning 
hearts and minds, with big smiles, while having a lot of fun along 
the way. Go Girls!

Rosemary Hudson 
Recognised  
by NSW Swifts
Congratulations to Hallidays Point Netball Club  President 
Rosemary Hudson who received recognition from the NSW Swifts 
for her voluntary contribution to Netball. We are very proud of 
her and appreciate all the hard work and long nights of netball 
administration she undertakes!! 
Thanks Rose

The team is made up of
Top Row: Matilda, Kaite, Takaihla, Jessica, Summer,

Bottom Row: Daisy, Ashlee, Ashlyn and Taia.

Rosemary Hudson receives Certificate of Recognition 
from Tracey Black on behalf of NSW Swifts


