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John Ritchie OAM

Hallidays Point Citizen 
of the Year 2017
Hugh John Abbott Ritchie (John 
Ritchie) was born in Taree and has 
lived in the area for most of his life. 
John has been married for over 50 
years to Sally and they have raised 
four children together.
While employed as an Engineer at 
Taree hospital John applied his many 
skills and interests to the benefit of the 
hospital and wider community. In the 
early 1960’s John was instrumental in 
helping to establish a Blood Bank at Taree Manning Base hospital.
John has had a long-term commitment to the development of 
the potential of young citizens – including the local indigenous 
population, while serving as Hospital Engineer at Taree Hospital. 
John was responsible for the colourful Christmas lighting of 
a prominent and large pine tree in the hospital grounds. His 
enthusiasm motivated many of his colleagues to participate in 
wider community activities which helped staff morale and team 
spirit, as well as raise money for the hospital itself.
He was President of Taree Amateur Swimming Club for six years 
from 1967 through to 1973. He also assisted in coaching the local 
swimming squads until the club could attract a professionally 
qualified coach. 

During the late 1970’s early 1980’s John was also part of a 
fund-raising committee, tasked with raising funds for the 
development of a local aged care facility – Bushland Place. He 
also donated his time and energy to the local State Emergency 
Service, serving as boat captain during the 1978 floods.
John’s love of the water included the ocean. He was an active 
member and office bearer of Black Head Surf Life Saving Club. 
His contribution and active participation in club activities was 
acknowledged in 1981 when he was made a Life Member. He 
continues to assist the club at every opportunity.
With Rotary teams John also travelled to Papua New Guinea 
four times in the late 1990’s, initially assisting to build then 
assisting to maintain and improve the Kokoda War Memorial 
Hospital. John will be returning to PNG later this year with 
Rotary to assist with further maintenance of the hospital.
John has made a significant contribution to the development of 
the local community through Taree based club memberships, 

such as Apex and Rotary. He served as Rotary President in 1983 
and was awarded Life Membership. In 1994, John became a Paul 
Harris Fellow, an honour bestowed on him by Rotary for his 
outstanding community service.
Since retiring to Black Head John takes his turn as part of ‘Dad’s 
Army’, a band of volunteers who maintain and clean the local ocean 
pool. Two years ago, John assisted with a proposal that would see 
the ocean pool included on the Taree Local Heritage List.
John was awarded an Order of Australia Medal on 26 January 
2008, for services to the community. His dedication and service to 
the community has always been of the highest standard.
Congratulations John on this recognition from your community

John & Sally Ritchie
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Local Boy Makes Good  
in the USA!

Jai Sheffield and his partner Luliia Ri recently travelled to Miami 
Florida to compete in the World Salsa Summit and finished third 
in the cha-cha event for Professional/Amateur category. They were 
competing with couples from many parts of the world in what is 
the leading Latin American dance World Championships held in 
January each year
Jai and Luliia now live on the Gold Coast and dance with the Gold 
Coast Salsa studio which also produced the second place in the 
same event. This is a remarkable achievement for our Australian 
couples and one of which we are immensely proud.
As well as a place in the World Championships, Jai and Luliia won 
the Australian Championships held in Brisbane last November in 
both the cha-cha and salsa.

Jai’s mother Kim has raised six boys in Diamond Beach and Forster 
area. Jai attended Hallidays Point Primary School and then the 
Tuncurry College. His sports included surfing and soccer although 
soccer has now had to give way to part time professional dancing. 
His full-time profession is as a Theatre Nurse at a private hospital 
on the Gold Coast and his partner Luliia is a nurse at the Gold 
Coast Hospital. His very proud grandparents Peggy and Don 
Sheffield now live at the Halliday Shores Retirement Village and 
follow his career with a great deal of passion.
Luliia and Jai have been dancing together for about four years and 
teach Latin American dancing at the Gold Coast Salsa on a part 
time basis. Luliia’s parents are doctors in Russia and the young 
couple intend to visit them in May this year.

Story by Don Sheffield
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VALE  
PETER ELLIOTT CLARKE

20th July 1942 – 5th February 2017
Peter was born in the first half of last century and 
began his education in Charlestown, Newcastle. 
His parents moved to the Dorrigo area where Peter 
completed his high school education. After leaving 
school he commenced work in the finance industry 
while completing his accounting qualification 
through college at night. He had 38 years’ service with 
the ANZ Bank. 
During his Banking career, he held many positions 
and upon entering the Bank’s Senior Management 
level he held senior posts in the Bank’s Credit Division 
including Regional Credit Executive Commercial 
Banking, Credit Executive Corporate Banking, State 
Credit Executive Business Banking & Corporate Banking NSW & 
ACT. His final appointment was State Manager Credit Operations 
Western Australia. 
Peter and Denise were married in 1965 and have two children, 
Bruce & Megan and three grandchildren.
Volunteering has been part of Peter’s life for nearly 60 years. All 
through his career and during his time with Lions, Peter has been 
enthusiastically supported by his wife Denise. Whilst the children 
were growing up Peter and Denise were swimming club officials, 
baseball managers and trainers, soccer managers and trainers and 
netball transport officials. On any one weekend Peter, would be 
at one end of the Warringah Peninsular and Denise at the other 
chaperoning some sporting team. 
Peter obtained his Bronze Medallion and Instructors Certificate in 

Surf Life Saving whilst a member of the Terrigal Surf Life Saving 
Club. Upon moving to Sydney, he joined the Manly Life Saving 
Club (Surf Club). During his 30 plus years with Manly he served 4 
Years as Secretary 3 years as Treasurer 2 years as Deputy President 
and 8 months as President. 

Upon retiring from the paid work force Peter and 
Denise moved to Hallidays Point and both took up 
Bowls. Peter was quickly drafted into the position 
of Treasurer of Black Head Bowling Club, a position 
he held for six years and then 2 years as Deputy 
Chairman of the Board. 
Peter was inducted into the Lions Club of Hallidays 
Point on 22 11 2000 and served as President in 2003 - 
04 and again 2012 - 13. He held numerous other club 
positions including that of Treasurer.
Peter was introduced to our Lions District 201N1 
Cabinet in 2006 as a Zone Chairman and in 07 - 08 
was Cabinet Treasurer. He was voted in as District 

Governor Elect in 2008 and became District Governor in 2010 
2011.
At the Multiple District Convention in Launceston in 2011 Peter 
was elected by the 19 incoming District Governors as Council of 
Governors Chairman for 2011 2012. This is the highest position for 
Lions attainable in Australia.
In 2014 he was elected as a Trustee on the Australian Lions 
Children’s Cancer Research Foundation.
Peter was a Melvin Jones Fellow and received many awards 
including two International Presidents Awards. On 16th June, 2015, 
Hallidays Point Lions Club presented Peter with Life Membership 
of our association.
He was a most dedicated volunteer and Lion both locally and 
nationally. We will miss you Peter
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Art in the 
Area 
Valerie Hardin – 
Hallidays Point
With Val’s exhibition coming to 
the library in March I dropped 
in to see what she had been up 
to and to ask her how her artistic 
journey started. “My interest in art started when I was about seven 
years old’, she stated, and went on, “I would sit at my grandmother’s 
kitchen table when she was preparing the family meals and she 
would give me coloured pencils, crayons and white butcher’s paper 
and encourage me to sketch. My first sketches were cats, dogs and 
comical drawings of my uncles and aunts”. Grandma laughingly 
told Val that her talent came from one of her ancestors who was a 
convict shipped to Australia in 1847 for forgery! 
In the years that followed she became more interested in art and 
was encouraged by her high school teacher who suggested that she 
enrol in a special art school. That was a good move because her 
hidden talents were brought to light.
“At age 14 I had to leave high school due to my mother’s illness 
and was given the responsibility of caring and raising my 3 weeks 
old brother and 3 and 5 years old sisters. Whenever I had the 
opportunity I would spend that time in developing my art skills”, 
Val explained. She added that this “special time” helped her 
immensely in coping with the family responsibilities.
Following several career changes, Val was employed by the 
NSW Police Department to manage the food services at Police 
Headquarters, the Criminal Investigation Bureau, Police Academy 

and Water Police Public Relations functions.  Whilst at the Police 
Dept. she was commissioned to draw a number of city and country 
heritage police buildings. These drawings were subsequently made 
into annual calendars for the Department and given to VIP’s and 
visiting overseas dignitaries.
Then Val moved onto her other passion. 
“As a keen Rugby League follower of the 
Balmain Tigers (now Wests Tigers), I was 
asked by the club could I do some paintings 
to be sold for one of their promotional fund-
raising activities. For a different approach, I 
painted a variety of ‘tiger themes’ on teapots, dinner plates, doona 
covers and cushions. The doona covers were very popular with 
the children and surprise, surprise the ‘big kids’ too. Requests for 
doona covers, cushions etc. came from other Rugby League club’s 
supporters and this kept me quite busy”.

In 2015, Val and her husband Merv 
decided that after 56 years in the one place 
in Sydney it was time for a change. After 
visiting numerous areas both south and 
north of NSW they discovered Halliday 
Shores Retirement Village in September of 
that year. “We picked a villa from a number 
of plans and it was completed in time for us 

to move in on 5th February 2016. After 12 months of residence we 
are sure we made the right choice. We have made some wonderful 
new friends and look forward to exploring the beautiful country 
area and all it has to offer. The wildlife, seascapes, quaint country 
buildings has given me newfound inspiration for future paintings”, 
concluded Val.
To see her eclectic artworks you’ll need to visit the Hallidays Point 
Library during March – it will be a real treat.

Story by Fred Bullen

Val & the Regal Pair
City by Night

Peek-a-boo
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“Wildlife beyond the city”
Come and enjoy an art exhibition by Valerie 
Harden. Valerie is a local artist from Hallidays 
Point. Her artworks will inspire and delight you 
with their variety and subjects. Her decorative 
teapots and plates add an extra dimension to the 
exhibition. These artworks are on display from 
27 February until 24 March.

Storytime and Wriggle, Giggle, Read!
Our regular children’s activities are proving popular for 2017. 
Wriggle, Giggle, Read for 0-2 years is on the 1st and 3rd Wednesday 
of the month from 10.30 -11.30am. Preschool Storytime is on every 
Friday morning from 10.30 -11.30am. Why not bring your 3-5 year 
old along to enjoy stories, craft and rhymes. 

Grandparents Storytime
A very special children’s storytime will be held on 10 March at 
10.30am as part of the Seniors Festival celebrations. Grandparents 
are encouraged to come with their 3 – 5yr old grandchildren for 
stories, craft and a special morning tea. 

Premier’s Reading Challenge
Is your child participating in the Premier’s Reading Challenge 
(PRC) this year? The PRC opens on 6 March 2017. Our library has 
PRC books marked for easy identification. Borrow some quality 
books and encourage your child to read!

March events @ MidCoast Libraries
There are lots of events at MidCoast libraries during March, 
including a live streaming from Sydney Opera House called All 
About Women; Music by the Book – an afternoon of music, 
dancing and delicious food; Know Your Roots - a family history 
research workshop and Less is More decluttering workshop...
and the list goes on. For more details and bookings visit www.
manningvalleylibraries.com.au 

Happy 9th Birthday
Wow! 9 years!!  Can you believe it? On 26 March it is 9 years since we 
started operating from the current site. We have seen great growth 
during that time. Some exciting developments have included the 
introduction of our Wi-Fi service, Print From Anywhere service 
and our Beamafilm collection. As always we have a great selection 
of books, ebooks, magazines, emagazines, DVDs, CDs and audio 
books. You may also like to read the newspapers and use our 
photocopying, faxing and scanning facilities. Also enjoy our art 
gallery exhibitions which change every month. So much to do, 
see and borrow at the Hallidays Point Branch of the MidCoast 
Libraries!

See you soon in the Library!!
Library Hours:  

Mon. – Fri.10am – 5pm,  
Sat. 10am – 12 noon.

Hallidays Point 
Branch

Just Checking

TELL YOUR FRIENDS AROUND THE WORLD-
View the Hallidays Point News of Our World  

on line at:  

www.hallidayspointnews.org
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Our Natural World
with Geraldine
Which Heron  
Is Which?
There are two herons 
that you see frequently 
around our village.
The white-faced heron is a tall elegant blue-grey bird with a 
pretty white face, rather like a fashion model, slim to the point 
of anorexia and able to strike a magnificent statuesque pose. Its 
flight is characterised by graceful wing movements. However the 
vocal sounds of this heron are anything but elegant, it is a guttural 
raucous “graaw graaw” noise. White-faced herons prefer to eat 
alone, they stalk aquatic prey such as frogs, insects and fish in 
the shallows of creeks and ponds and use foot stirring and foot 
raking to disturb their prey. You will see it standing upright and 
motionless transfixed when hunting. Some of you will know this 
bird as the Blue Crane but it is not a crane (in Australia only the 
Brolga is from the Crane family).

The other heron we see in our “neck of 
the woods” is the white-necked heron 
it is also a tall slender bird. It has a 
white head and a long white neck with 
a double line of black spots down the 
throat and a dark grey body with a 
sharp stiletto like beak which it uses 
to spear prey. Prominent white patches 
at the shoulder of the wings seem like 
headlights when on the wing. They 
are solitary wading birds that forage 

in shallow water and wet grass. Our neighbours, Sue and David 
were adopted by juvenile when they first moved into their house, 
he would wander down from the dam to join them on their deck.
You can see from the picture of the two birds in a tree that the 
white-necked heron is the “big guy”.
These herons possess a double-curved or ‘S’-shaped neck. This is 
due to a specialised 6th vertebra that makes its neck hinged. This 
allows all herons and egrets — unlike other waterfowl such as 
ibises, spoonbills and storks — to fold their long neck out of the 
way when they’re resting or flying. If you see a large bird flying 
overhead with its head tucked back then you know it must be a 
heron or egret. Another advantage of having a hinged neck is that 
it provides considerable momentum. The hinged neck acts like 
a spring mechanism, allowing the neck to very quickly go from 
being in a folded position to being fully outstretched. So, as soon 
as a heron focuses its eyes on prey it can unleash its steel-trap like 
neck in an instant. 

Stop Press: 
Just as this article was going 
to print I received news from 
Irene and Bob Price that on 
Wed 1st Feb around 10am 
they had spotted a Black Swan 
cruising on our lagoon at 
Black Head Beach. They have 
lived here for 27 years and 
this is the first time they have 
spotted a Black Swan. Here is 
the picture to prove that they 
did indeed see the Swan.

Geraldine
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The Monthly Book Review
The Birdman’s Wife by Melissa Ashley
This somewhat romanticised 
historical fiction tells the 
story the wife of the famous 
ornithologist John Gould, 
Elizabeth, who illustrated 
the 7 volume book Birds of 
Australia. I love Australian 
birds and really looked 
forward to reading this book, the result of Melissa Ashley’s PHD. 
The book tells Elizabeth’s story from the day she met her future 
husband to the day she died after giving birth to her eighth child at 
the age of 37. It includes a detailed account of the two years John 
and Elizabeth Gould spent in the colonies of Van Diemen’s Land 
and New South Wales from 1838 to 1840. The colonial adventure 
was troubling in that “ to know a bird was to kill it” and even more 
so in the depiction of the barbarous life of that time.
Elizabeth Gould was an unusual woman who chanced upon and 
took many opportunities not common to women of her time. 
This book, finally, pays respect to her amazing contribution to the 
dominantly male field of science.

Alana

Hallidays Point 
Garden Club
At the time of writing this report the year has not commenced for 
Garden Club activities. That happens later this month with the first 
meeting to be held in a beautiful garden at Diamond Beach.  So as 
this terribly hot weather continues to continue, the thoughts of all 
gardeners are centred on the protection of their gardens and their 
precious plantings. It is hard to watch the leaves of plants curl and 
burn through these very hot days but, hopefully, they will return to 
good health when the cooler weather eventually arrives.
You may not be able to use 
all the herbs your garden is 
producing at the moment and 
it’s best not to let them go to 
seed. So, harvest your herbs, 
use scissors (those 10-bladed 
herb scissors are perfect for 
this task!) to chop them finely.  
Freeze them in icecube trays in enough water to ensure they will 
freeze. You can freeze larger quantities in zip-lock bags.
I’m highly reluctant to suggest tasks that necessitate you moving 
from the cool of the house to the heat of the garden but if you 
can find a comfortable part of the day, it is time to prune your 
pelargoniums/geraniums. These plants seem to bloom for much 
of the year. Taking to them with the secateurs now, however, will 
reward you with a fabulous show in the spring. Remove dead 
sections and old leaves, prune to shape and share the cuttings 
with friends and neighbours. Water in a high-potassium fertiliser.  
That’s enough work for today so take yourself inside and settle 
down with a good book! 

Carmel Bartlett
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Fishing News
with Trevor

FOR SALE :– Several beach rods 
and reels; one with the bait untouched 
on the hook; seldom used lately. Will 
swap for a set of bowls and a good 
book!!
No, seriously, it has been pretty abysmal off our local beaches of 
late although there has been encouraging signs. Dart are now in 
numbers which eat the same food as whiting. Undersize whiting 
are prevalent and the hard-working terns and rare, little terns, are 
diving into the sea after small bait fish which, in turn, attract the 
pelagics such as tailor, kingfish and bonito. I look at the extremity 
of the waves up the sand and if there are deposits of plankton or 
krill skeletons and minute sand fleas under weeds there are usually 
fish about. There has been none of these of late.
For all this there has been some good reports from all estuaries, 
Wallis Lake and rivers. Frustrated with the scarcity locally, a friend 
and I drifted above Forster bridge using mullet and garfish strip 
bait and boated 13 nice flathead and a flounder. There are other 
reports of anglers using soft plastics and whitebait bagging good 
catches. Bream have also been in numbers around oyster leases, 
weed beds and rocks, particularly so using the expensive Cranka 
Crab lure. Use a little heavier line than usual so you can haul in 
quickly preventing the fish cutting you off on the leases and rocks.
The shark spotter helicopter circled several times in two locations 
only 300 metres apart off Tuncurry Beach, then blew their siren 
to indicate to us the presence of sharks. There have been many 
reports, particularly around river mouths, but I doubt there is any 
great increase in numbers, it is simply the increased intensity of the 

surveillance lately. These sightings are placed immediately on the 
net (sharksmart) and the tracking of previously tagged sharks can 
also be viewed at (wildlifetracking)
The occasional elusive mulloway is still being caught off the break 
walls and beaches using large beach worms.
If the boaties could dodge the ever-prevalent winds, there has 
been some rewards. There are hectares of baitfish with a few black 
marlin spotted. The last Black Head Fishing Club’s outing was quite 
successful with benign conditions and with good bags boated, with 
snapper to 4kg landed. The elusive target fish, flounder, still eluded 
them. It is usually January and February that snapper move to 
shallow waters to spawn and are often caught in close or even off 
the rocks.
I continue to praise people who pick up the flotsam and jetsam and 
other rubbish dumped by miscreants off our beaches and those 
doing likewise in our parks and hinterland. Well done.

Good fishing, Trevor
P.S. At last!! Heard a couple reports of good catches of whiting, 
and a few bream and a good mulloway on south end of Tuncurry 
Beach.
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Hallidays Point Community 
Liaison & Progress Association
Thirty-three people were recorded in attendance at the formation 
meeting of the new local Progress Association held on the 7th 
February at the Black Head Surf Life Saving Club.
To get the meeting underway, Alan Tickle stepped in as Chair and 
Claire Pontin volunteered to be the meeting secretary.
Forty-one applications for membership have now been received.
There were questions and comments from the floor concerning the 
way ahead. 
Claire Pontin explained that because of the chicken and egg 
situation with not being able to have an AGM to elect a Management 
Committee until you have a Constitution, and not being able to 
have a Constitution until you have a Management Committee, the 
NSW Department of Fair Trading (DFT) allows for the formation 
of an interim management committee without a formal AGM in 
order to set up the Association. Later, after the Constitution has 
been registered with DFT, a proper AGM can be held to elect the 
formal office bearers and members of the management committee. 
At the previous meeting it had been suggested that the Red Head 
Action Group (RHAG) change its constitution to become the 
Hallidays Point Progress Association. John Clucas reported that 
RHAG had decided not to change but it supported the formation 
of a new HPPA and welcomed being involved in it. This was also 
confirmed by RHAG president Brian Mitchell via email.
The originally suggested name “Hallidays Point Progress 
Association” is unable to be registered because the name was 
used by a previous association which is no longer operational. 
Consequently, it was proposed and agreed that the new association 
be called the “Hallidays Point Community Liaison and Progress 

Association (CLAPA)”.
Nominations were called from the floor for people willing to take 
on the job of setting up the new association. It was agreed that this 
interim committee would finalise the constitution, lodge it with 
DFT, register the name and schedule the AGM for some time in 
August.
Nominations were received from: John Griffiths, Ray Piper, Ian 
Dyball, John Finnie, John Clucas, Claire Pontin, John Stevenson 
and Alan Tickle and it was agreed that these members be elected 
to the Inaugural Management Committee. At a meeting of the 
Inaugural Committee following the formation meeting it was 
agreed the interim office bearers be as follows:

John Griffiths – Interim Chair
Claire Pontin – Interim Secretary & Public Officer
John Finnie – Interim Publicity Officer

The first task for the Inaugural Management Committee will be to 
finalise the association’s constitution and lodge this with DFT. The 
draft constitution had previously been prepared by Claire Pontin 
and Alan Tickle and was widely circulated prior to the meeting.
It was proposed from the floor that a representative from Hallidays 
Point Primary School be sought to ensure that the interests of 
Hallidays Point youth be taken into consideration. This will be 
added to the list of organisations in the draft constitution.
Applications for membership of the Hallidays Point Community 
Liaison and Progress Association are encouraged. Membership 
is open to residents, community groups and businesses within 
Hallidays Point. Information and application forms for membership 
are available from the NoOW website: 

www.hallidayspointnews.org/hp-progress-assoc.html
Application forms are also available at Foodworks, Hallidays Point.

John Finnie, Interim Publicity Officer - 0411 785 033
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A Long 
Journey
Ten years ago 
Hallidays Point 
was lucky enough 
to gain two 
extraordinary new 
residents.
When Brian and 
Eleanor Long decided to settle in the village after some amazing 
adventures around this wonderful country of ours, the local 
community gained two tireless workers. 
You may have spotted this energetic couple striding around 
Tallwoods hand delivering copies of the News of Our World, or 
perhaps working on one of many Landcare projects helping to 
regenerate our beautiful natural environment on a Monday or 
Tuesday, perhaps on the headland, in Black Head Flora Reserve, in 
the Seascape fauna corridor, or in a dozen other locations. You may 
not, though, have seen them at work in some of their other roles. 
You would have to be up pretty early, for example, to catch Brian 
setting up signage and parking areas for the Black Head Bazaar at 
5.45am on the first Sunday of each month, and you might have 
gone home for lunch when he is packing up and cleaning out 
and returning bins. Most of us have had a look at the flourishing 
community vegetable garden, but I wonder how many people 
have noticed the worker helping build garden beds, dig, plant 
and water on a regular basis….yes, Brian again! And that trusty 
old Landcruiser ute making countless trips to the tip to get rid of 
noxious weeds or collect manure for the community garden – I 
think you have guessed the driver. And the capable tradie who built 
over 60 traps to help rid the village of those pesky feral Indian Myna 
birds….not hard to guess who that is, too. Brian is also a regular 
worker with “Dad’s Army”, helping to clean the Black Head rock 
pool. Home for Brian and Eleanor these days is Hallidays Shores, 
and residents there will know about their enthusiastic involvement 
with Christmas and Australia Day celebrations, and leading weekly 
walks through our bushland reserves, among other jobs. 
So how did Brian and Eleanor come to be here? The Longs grew 
up in Sydney, raised their three children there and had successful 
careers as a boilermaker and a school teacher respectively. Keen 
bushwalkers, they completed countless adventurous walks around 
the country, including many multi day pack walks including the 
Bibbulmun track in WA, the South Coast Track in Tasmania, 
and the Hinchinbrook Island walk in Queensland amongst many 
others. In 1976 they helped set up and were founding members 
of the Wanderers bushwalking club. This club grew and thrived 
over the years and celebrated its 40 year anniversary in the Blue 
Mountains last year. Needless to say Brian and Eleanor were VIPs 
at that event, particularly as they still organise and run a two week 
bushwalking trip for the Wanderers somewhere special each year. 
Sydney life ended some two decades ago for the Longs, however, 
when they set off to explore Australia in their campervan (to be 
replaced later by that familiar Landcruiser with a compact slide 
on camper). I wonder if they realised that that trip would grow 
into over 11 years of almost continuous travel in every state and 
territory of this country, as well as several trips to New Zealand? 
Eleanor has diligently kept journals documenting the Long travels 
over all these years, and Brian has kept a great photo record.
Around the time Brian turned 65, he and Eleanor decided it was 
time to spend more time in one place, and bought at Hallidays 
Shores in Black Head. I can’t think of a better advertisement for the 

place than the fact that these two seasoned travellers, who must 
know Australia as well as anyone, chose to settle here. That doesn’t 
mean they have stopped travelling though – far from it. Apart from 
the annual Wanderers bushwalking trip, they still help organise 
and participate in a couple of weeks riding rail trails in Victoria 
each year, and also still take off for a couple of months in the slide 
on camper each year.

Brian and Eleanor are incredibly generous with their encyclopaedic 
knowledge about this country, including routes, campsites, walks, 
rides and canoe adventures. Helen and I have had the privilege of 
joining them for quite a few trips now over the last few years, and 
have learnt heaps as well as having a great time on each occasion. 
Next time you see them working or walking around the village, ask 
them about their travels. You won’t regret it!

Story by Alan Pursch

Eleanor and Brian ready for another  
Rail Trail trip in Victoria in 2015.
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Renewal for 
Diamond 
Beach Road
As part of its focus on 
improving local roads, the 
team at MidCoast Council 
has given Ditchfield 
Contracting the go-ahead to 
commence reconstruction 
works on Diamond Beach 
Road. Work commenced on 
Monday 6 February.
Extending 2.65km, the 
section of Diamond Beach 
Road to be upgraded runs 
from its intersection with 
Blackhead Road in the south, up to the northern end of Panorama 
Drive. The scope of the reconstruction works includes widening 
the road, renewal of its pavement and improved drainage.
“As a key route, not only for locals but for the many visitors to 
this popular coastal stretch, the upgrade works will improve 
motorist and cyclist safety, and reduce the need for ad-hoc, 
ongoing maintenance”, explains Phil Miles, Manager Projects and 
Engineering.
The work is scheduled to take place over a period of approximately 
6 months (weather-permitting) and to minimise disruption during 
this time, reconstruction will be undertaken in smaller sections 
ranging from 200 – 800m at a time.  Reduced speed limits and lane 
closures will be in place, with temporary traffic lights in operation 

to allow one-way traffic flow 
at all times. A temporary 
closure of the southern end 
of Panorama Drive may be 
required during one stage 
of the project, with a detour 
allowing traffic to access 
Diamond Beach Road from 
its northern end.
Signage has been installed in 
the area, and will be updated 
as the project progresses. 
Motorists are asked to observe 
all roadworks signage, traffic 
control, reduced speed 
limits and directions from 
road crews. Delays of up to 
3 minutes can be expected 
when travelling through the 
area.
For more information and to stay updated on the progress of these 
works, visit www.myroadinfo.com.au
This project is part of MidCoast Council’s commitment to 
improving infrastructure throughout the region.

Prior to commencement of work Photo taken 20th February ‘17
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Lions Club News
Australia Day 
Breakfast on 
Black Head Beach
An estimated 300 people attended when Hallidays Point Lions 
Lions Club conducted their 17th Australia Day Breakfast between 
7.00AM and 9.00AM and the gathering was blessed with good 
weather for the event. 
An official address was made by David West on behalf of the 
Administrator of MidCoast Council. At 8.00AM the Flag Raising 
Ceremony was conducted followed by an address by local Australia 
Day Ambassador, Paralympian Gold Medallist and World Record 
Holder, James Turner OAM who gave an appropriately thought 
provoking talk which was very well received by those present. 
Alan Tickle responded to James’ address which culminated in a re-
joining crowd response of ‘Ausie, Ausie, Ausie, Oi Oi Oi’. 
The Lions Club of Hallidays Point Citizen of the Year Award was 
then presented to an unsuspecting John Ritchie OAM for his 
service and contribution to our community which is outlined 
separately on the front page. 

The Breakfast consisting of a sausage sizzle, “Cockie’s Joy”, tea, 
coffee and cordial was excellently prepared and served by members 
of the Lions Club and their partners. Many thanks go to sponsors, 
Diamond Beach Butchery, Foodworks, The Point Bakery and Black 
Head SLSC for their very generous support. Thanks also to the 
Diamond Beach/Red Head Fire Brigade who traditionally formed 
the Honour Guard at the Flag Raising Ceremony.
Lions Club president Deb Schmitzer said “I was extremely 
happy with the event and proud to acknowledge the outstanding 
achievements of those recognised on the day. Special thanks to go 
to Lion Noel McManus for organising another successful morning 
for our community to celebrate, along with the continued support 
given by Vonnie and Wayne from Diamond Beach Butchery dating 
back 17 years since conception of our Australia Day ceremony”.

John Finnie

Australian Lions 
Childhood Cancer 
Research Foundation
LIONS KIDS CANCER GENOME PROJECT
Hundreds of Australian children with high risk cancer will have 
access to new genome sequencing technologies that could guide 
their treatment following the announcement of substantial 
Lions Club funding for the Lions Kids Cancer Genome Project- 
an important new component of the Zero Childhood Cancer 
Program for diagnosis and treatment of childhood cancer.
The Lions Kids Cancer Project is a collaborative partnership 
bringing together Australia’s national personalised medicine 
program in childhood cancer- the Zero Childhood Cancer 
Program led by Children’s Cancer Institute and the Kids Cancer 
Centre, Sydney Children’s Hospital, Randwick and state of the art 
capability in whole genome sequencing and analysis at the Garvan 
Institute of Medical Research.
Hallidays Point Lions have joined this initiative to raise funds 
for the Australian Lions project and will be staging a major fund 
raising event in April known as the ‘Lions Race Against Kids 
Cancer’.
The main attraction of the event will be a 10-hour endurance race 
with teams of sponsored riders riding Postie bikes around the race 
track.
The event will be held at the Wingham Sporting Complex on 8th 
April from 9.00am and promises to be a day of fun and excitement 
for the whole family.
The Lions Biggest BBQ will be held on the day and there will be 
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market stalls, jumping castle, car, truck and bike shows as well as 
food stalls and live music.
Admission will be by gold coin donation or $5 per family.

All the Postie riders are from our local community and they are 
presently looking for sponsors. The community are invited to 
participate in helping raise much needed funds for the Lions Kids 
Cancer Project by sponsoring riders.

For details and to sponsor riders please visit the  
Support Race Against Cancer sponsor a rider:  

www.supportgarvan.org.au/LionsRaceAgainstKidsCancer
Lions Club Project Contacts:

Deb Schmitzer President Hallidays Point Lions: Tel: 0447 542 422 
email: debschmitzer@gmail.com

Daniel Kranz: Tel 0401 469 515 email: dan4579@hotmail.com
Ray Piper: Tel: 0438 396 049 email: lionraypiper@yahoo.com.au

PS: Don’t forget to diarise this great fun event and support 
Childhood Cancer Research.

The Lions Roar
Last year was another successful year for Hallidays Point Lions 
Club with the continued operation of the very popular Pop Up 
Op Shop in the village shopping centre, together with many other 

great projects that were held throughout 2016 and raising much 
needed funds for our local community and Lions projects.
The coming year will be another busy one for the club which is off 
to a roaring start in 2017. The Club has welcomed 7 new members 
in the first two months of the year resulting in a welcome boost to 
the hard working and enthusiastic ranks of the club. With a busy 
year ahead the new members will provide invaluable support to the 
numerous upcoming projects.

The new members are: Helen Bauert, Glenice Honeyset,  
Pauline Small, Lyn Power, Virginia Stewart,  
Peter Thompson and James Turner OAM.

All members join Lions by invitation but applications are 
encouraged from all sectors of the community, men and women 
of all age groups. Members pay a small annual membership fee 
to cover the club’s admin costs. This ensures that 100% of any 
project funds raised will be used fully for the project concerned. 
Lions members work as a team on each project and are assembled 
on a voluntary basis at club meetings. This enables members 
to contribute by providing their field of expertise. Benefits of 
membership include fellowship, good times, meeting people, 
building lasting friendships, service to the community, learning 
new skills and personal development.
2017 is a great year to join the Lions Community of Hallidays Point 
who are part of the International Community of Lions serving in 
206 countries with over 1.4 million members worldwide. Lions 
International also celebrate their 100th Anniversary this year so 
what better time to join than now?
If you’re interested in learning more about the club and its 
activities visit the clubs website: www.hallidayspoint.nsw.lions.
org.au or contact the membership Chairman: Ray Piper: email: 
lionraypiper@yahoo.com.au or by phone: mob: 0438 396 049.

Chris Holland, Publicity Chairman
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Diamond Beach Rural 
Fire Brigade

In the last month 2 of our 
Brigade members were 
deployed for 5 days to the big fire 
west of Mudgee.
We also attended the fires at Old 
Bar.

A removal trucks’ fuel tanks spilled in Glen Court, Black Head after 
going over the hump in the road. The Fire & Rescue and Hazmat 
teams from Taree and Forster were also called.
We also attended 
a motor vehicle 
accident during the 
month.
With the very hot 
weather continuing we ask everyone to stay vigilant and if you see 
a fire that is unattended please ring 000.
Remember, during the fire season you need a permit to light a fire.

Our permit issuing officers are:
Ron Smith   0490 094 621
Keith Duncan  0427 553 636
Martin Davies  0428 404 012

Don’t forget the Black Head Markets are on the 1st Sunday of the 
month so if you have any questions please come and talk to us. Just 
look for our BIG RED FIRE TRUCK. We would love to meet and 
talk to you.

Leo Fransen, Phone 0428 222 065
Diamond Beach Brigade, Community Engagement Officer.

Rainbow Flat Rural 
Fire Brigade
Have you ever wanted to be a firefighter, 
protecting your home and community?

If so, now is your chance to
“try before you buy”.

Meet the members of Rainbow Flat Rural Fire Brigade  
at the fire station in  

Bonvale Close, Rainbow Flat  
on Sunday April 30, from 10 am to 12 noon

• bowl some hoses
• feel the power of the pump
• experience an over run
• help fill the tanker with water
• try out an extinguisher or knapsack
• see if the uniform fits
• find out how you can join this vital and vibrant 

local group

For further information, please contact our  
Captain Rob Derbyshire on 02 6553 6036 or 

Community Engagement Officer  
Robyn King on 02 6559 2041
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Hallidays Point 
Combined Probus 
Club Inc.
The first general meeting in 2017 was a good one.  We had expected 
a much smaller crowd because of the hot weather, but it appeared 
many of us thought it would be very pleasant at the Surf Club with 
the sea breeze, and they were right. We had quite a few visitors, 
some of them had recently moved to the area and came to check 
us out.
This month we didn’t have a 
10-minute speaker (always “one of 
our own”), because our Activities 
Officer, Ian Campbell, had 
prepared a short survey to find out 
what sort of outings our members 
prefer, and the only way to get 
forms back is to have them filled out and collected on the spot.
Two new members were inducted: Irene and Henning Sonne, who, 
after living all over the world, moved into Halliday Shores last year.  

Just before morning tea I was in 
for a big surprise. Eric Penfold, one 
of the directors of PSPL (Probus 
South Pacific Limited) took the 
microphone and started to recite 
a poem that sounded vaguely 
familiar to me. When finished, 
Eric presented me with The Paul 
Henningham Award for Literary 
Excellence for a poem I had sent 

in almost a year ago and that I had completely forgotten about. I 
had absolutely no idea that I had won; our secretary knew, but he 
kept it a secret. Never knew that anything could be kept a secret in 
Hallidays Point! The award came with a beautiful trophy that will 
take pride of place on my dinner table for at least a year!
After morning tea, this time not only with 
biscuits but also with plates of chilled 
grapes (thank you Noni!), it was time for 
what I think was the youngest guest speaker 
we have ever had: 16-year-old Sophie 
Wunder, granddaughter of our Speaker 
Liaison Officer Robin Billings. Sophie has 
just returned from a year in Japan as a 
Rotary Exchange Student. She illustrated 
her speech with numerous slides, and gave 
us an idea of a year in her life she will never 
forget. It was wonderful to hear a girl her age 
express herself in full sentences with more 
than just one or two adjectives! Sophie is a student at Great Lakes 
College, and she certainly does her school, and her family, proud. 
She was presented with a framed Certificate of Appreciation, very 
appropriate, because we all very much appreciated the willingness 
of a young girl to prepare and deliver a 45-minute speech for what 
must seem to her very old people.
Next month is our AGM, which means a changing of the guard and 
the official start of another Probus year, no doubt filled with fun, 
fellowship and lots of activities.

 Anna Hamers – President
Interested in joining? Please contact our secretary John Clucas, 
email: jokay49@gmail.com or phone: 04 1703 6550.
Our club meets every 1st Tuesday of the month (except in January) 
at the Black Head Surf Life Saving Club at 10 am.

Irene and Henning Sonne
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Hallidays Point 
Senior Citizens
Sadly, we were unable to take part in the Black Head Bazaar in 
February due to a lack of volunteers. Our remaining volunteers, 
who are absolute troopers, are finding the heavy workload difficult.

STOP PRESS - we have had the kind offer of assistance to load 
the truck and set up at our food stall. Five generous-hearted locals 
known as “The Beach Bums” will be helping us and they’re not 
even members of the Association! We will be back in our usual 
place under the pines for the March Market. See you there!

This year the Seniors Festival will be held from 4 – 12 March. We 
will be holding our concert in the Community Centre on Friday 10 
March starting at 10am with a performance by the Jumping Fleas 
followed by the Children’s Choir from Hallidays Point Primary 
School. We will then enjoy a sausage sizzle. Please advise if you 
would like to attend and if you need to be picked up by the bus by 
putting your name on the list at the community centre.
The Seniors Festival Concert will be held on the following Monday 
13th March at 2pm at Club Forster. Again, don’t forget to put your 
name on the list at the community centre for tickets and indicate 
if you would like to be picked up by the bus. The bus will pick up 
at 1pm. 
We’re busy planning our 21st birthday in April, details aren’t 

confirmed yet however, we 
will advise as soon as plans 
are complete.
We have a bus trip lined up 

for Tahlee on 26 April, cost is $30.00 including lunch, don’t forget 
to put your name on the list. Which reminds me, if anyone out 
there has a bus licence and a few hours to spare, we could use an 
extra driver to transport our Seniors on our day trips. We’d really 
appreciate if you could contact Marilyn on 0411 481 350
We’re always looking for new members, so if you’re new to the 
area or have thought you would like to learn something new, come 
along and meet some new friends.   Gail Phair, Secretary

Black Head 
Bowling Club
Welcome back James and Kim Nossiter to our Club as the new 
contract caterers. James and Kim have catered at the Club 
previously, before leaving in September 2013. They have taken over 
at a minutes’ notice, a week before they were due to start.
Their menu at the ‘Bowlo Bistro’ is of outstanding quality, 
specialising in Australian and Asian meals to suit the needs of 
members and visitors alike.
They cater for functions such as weddings and birthdays. If you are 
interested please contact James for further information through 
the Club website.
MENS BOWLS PENNANTS START:
Round 1 - 4th March

No 4’s Harrington at Black Head
No 6’s Sporties  at Tuncurry
No 7’s Forster  at Black Head

Happy March birthdays to:
Joe Ashton   5th
Allan Buckingham  6th
Lynne Smith   10th
Pat Noonan   17th

Peter Meguyer   18th
Wyatt Earp   19th
Maureen Longmore  27th
Josie Jozelj   28th 
Robyn Briggs   30th
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Round 2 - 11th March

No 4’s Taree West at Taree West
No 6’s Taree Railway at Black Head
No 7’s Tuncurry at Tuncurry

Round 3 - 18th March
No 4’s Sporties  at Black Head
No 6’s Harrington  at Harrington
No 7’s Lansdowne at Black Head

Round 4 - 25th March
No 4’s Bulahdelah at Bulahdelah
No 6’s Taree Leagues at Taree Leagues
No 7’s Manning Point at Black Head

Men’s major pairs final to be played 12th March.
Until April, Good Bowling, JackO

PLAY SOCCER  
IN 2017!

Registrations are now open to play soccer with Hallidays Point 
Sports Club. Boys and girls of all ages (must be turning 5+ this 
year), and Men from 18+, can register to play. We don’t mind if 
you haven’t played the game before, our skilled coaching staff will 
ensure you fit right in from the first day, having fun and getting 
fit!! We are also looking for coaches/ assistant coaches if you’re 
interested!
Register online at www.myfootballclub.com.au by Sunday 
5th March. If you have questions, need help registering, wish 
to pay us by cash or cheque, or need to purchase uniforms, 
email: hpsc.soccer@gmail.com

Please register by Sunday 5th March as we must submit teams 
during that week.
Follow us on Facebook to keep up to date with Regos, Muster Day 
etc.

Natalie Wilson

Seeking a 
Suitable 
Coach

We are looking for expressions of interest for a suitable person with 
some coaching experience to operate a “Hot Shots” program at our 
newly surfaced courts at Black Head.
Hot Shots is a program specifically for young players just starting 
to play tennis.
Any interested parties could contact: 

President- Sharyn Andrews 0414 353 926 
or Secretary-Wendy McLaughlin 0402 09 6297

Sharyn Andrews, President
Black Head Tennis Club

TELL YOUR FRIENDS AROUND THE WORLD-
View the Hallidays Point News of Our World  

on line at:  

www.hallidayspointnews.org
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Hallidays 
Point Blokes 
Shed
CALLING ALL MEN 

• Looking for new friends? 
• Looking for an outlet for your skills? 
• Got no skills but seeking some “blokey” companionship? 
• Want a weekly good day out? 
• Want to help our community? 

If any of the above suit you then come to the Blokes Shed. You are 
sure of a warm welcome and some great fellowship. 
The shed is open every Wednesday from 9.30 to approximately 
2.30 where we talk, create, do odd jobs, drink coffee (or tea), laugh 
a lot and generally enjoy ourselves. 

The Shed is situated behind the Community Church, 17 Diamond 
Beach Road, Hallidays Point. Park in the church carpark and walk 
around to the back of the church. (follow the sign) 

If you’re not sure about it come and take a look any Wednesday or 
just turn up for an hour or the day. We’d be delighted to see you. 
All you need to bring is your morning tea, and $2 per visit, to cover 
the insurance etc. 
For further information contact John Coster PH: 6559 2898 or 
email: coster@bigpond.com.
The Blokes Shed is an activity of the Hallidays Point Lions Club 

John Coster

Hallidays Point 
Swimming 
Carnival 2017

On Friday 10th February 
Hallidays Point Public School 
held their annual swimming 
carnival at the Forster PCYC. 
The carnival was run for students 
aged eight years and over. The 
day was a great success with 

over 160 students competing in a number of competitive events. 
There was also a participation 
lane running throughout the 
day where all students could 
have a swim and some fun. A 
big thanks must be given to 
Miss Eveleigh and Mr Voorby 
for organising the day for the 
students.

Lee Crozier, Hallidays Point Public School
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Black Head 
SLSC
SLS Lower North 
Coast Branch Surf 
Championships were held at Black Head 
SLSC, February 11th/12th 2017.
Masters & Open events were held on Saturday 11.02.17 and the 
Under 8 to Under 19 events were held on Sunday 12.02.17.
The start time for Sunday’s program was put forward to 7.30am 
due to expected high temperatures.
All beach events were completed by 9.30am Sunday morning, 
water events were called off at 12.30pm on Sunday due to a blue 
bottle invasion, most events were run although there was about 1 
hour of the program left to complete.
The board riding section to be completed in March, after this we 
will have the full point scores and handicap winners.
Many thanks to the outstanding efforts of competitors, officials, 
water safety,  work party, and volunteer’s, for their efforts under 
extreme heat conditions who made the weekend a great success. 
Special thanks to Kellie Connally the Carnival Organiser, who 
praised the efforts of all involved and especially the work party 
who set up and packed up over the two-day program. 

Junior Points Score:
1. Forster   412
2. Cape Hawke   337
3. Black Head   266
4. Taree Old Bar   79
5. Crowdy Head   39
6. Pacific Palms   33 

Senior Points Score:
1. Forster   341
2. Black Head   321
3. Cape Hawke   247
4. Taree Old Bar   48
5. Crowdy Head   22
6. Pacific Palms   0

Those who Stood Out: 
Matt Miller:

1st Beach Sprint U17, U19 & Open,  
1st Flags U17, U19 & Open

Beth Lee:
1st Beach Sprint Open and O30  
& 1st Flags Open & O30

Laura Thurtell:
1st Open Surf & O50 1st Board Open  
& O50 1st Iron Person Open, 1st Ski O50.

Adam Mulligan:
1st Board Open & O40, Iron Person Open,  
Ski Open & O40

Julian Boag: 
1st U19 Board and Ski

U8  Kalani Ryan CH
U9  Josh Cross CH
U10  James Williams Forster
U11  Brooke Hosgood CR
U12  Olivia Williams Forster and Olivia Dew BH
U13  Abby Mulligan Forster and Eden Taaffe BH
U14  Molly Reid BH
U15  Claire VanKampen CH and David Diehm BH

Deb Schmitzer, Publicity Officer
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Gazza’s  
Car Care Tips
Our road surfaces are a critical issue when 
it comes to road safety. Rough, bumpy 
road surfaces can do significant damage 
to vehicles, specifically potholes. The first 
point of impact is your tyres. Potholes can 
have rough edges, and the impact of hitting a pothole’s edge can 
slice open the tyre that hits it, puncturing it and causing a deep 
hole that you may not notice until you are further down the road.
Be aware of how the steering on the car feels for a few kilometres 
after or even pull over if a bad impact occurs, and check your tyre 
visually. If the side wall of the tyre is damaged, the tyre will need 
to be replaced.

If the impact is severe and the 
rim becomes buckled but there 
is no puncture, you might notice 
a vibration start in the steering 
or through the car. Look for bent 
rims, more so if you have alloy 
rims and low profile tyres. The 
lower the profile on the tyre the 

less it can absorb impact which makes it more prone to buckling.  
Whereas a 4WD tyre has a high profile and can handle the rough 
roads and potholes. 
The other thing to look for after hitting a pothole or even hitting 
the gutter is your steering. Is your steering wheel now not straight 
when you go straight ahead? If the alignment is out and you keep 
driving your car, the tyres will wear out and they are costly to 
replace.

Other parts of the car that can be damaged are the exhaust. Often 
it is the lowest part of the car. Also shocks, they are there to absorb 
and manage any impact you feel inside the car when you hit bumps 
on the road. However, hitting a pothole, especially at a high speed, 
can damage these parts of your car or break their components. If 
you notice a dramatic difference in the way your car handles, in the 
steering or the way you feel bumps and jolts while inside the car, 
have your car inspected as soon as possible. 
Potholes can cause serious damage to many types of vehicles. As 
you drive, pay careful attention to the road to avoid them whenever 
possible.

Safe Driving, Garry

Michael’s 
Computing 
Trouble Shooting
You have been to the computer shop and 
bought yourself a new PC or laptop. You 
get home and like a kid with a new toy 
you open the box and can’t wait to start 
playing. You set it up on your desk and plug everything in that 
needs plugging in. But wait a minute; It’s not set up yet. Windows 
must finish installing and configuring, which can take some time. 
Even then there is still a lot more to be done before your new toy is 
ready to be played with.
This month, I thought I would take you through the processes 
involved to properly set up a new or reformatted computer.
The operating system typically comes pre-loaded and is installed 
to the point where you need to configure it with your personal 
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details. Language; country; time zone; user name and so on. It may 
also come with Microsoft Office (trial version), some anti-virus 
software (also trial versions) and if you are lucky, Adobe reader 
and some DVD/CD burning software (but not always). If they’re 
not there, they can be downloaded.
Anti-virus software is the first thing that needs to be sorted, if 
you’re not planning on using the pre-installed one. Download the 
new one, uninstall the old one, reboot then install the new one 
straight away.
You will need to install your printer/scanner. I would recommend 
going to the manufacture’s website and downloading up to date 
drivers and software. You may have other hardware items that need 
installing as well. Some things install themselves automatically 
when they are plugged in.
You are going to need email. The email client in Windows 10 seems 
to be okay but lacks functionality (like being able to import your 
old messages). I would recommend a third-party email client like 
Mozilla Thunderbird or Microsoft Outlook. Don’t forget to import 
your contacts.
Other software that you may want to install could include media 
playing programs like iTunes or VLC player, photo editing 
programs like Photoshop or GIMP, accounting software, other 
utilities to protect and maintain your computer like Malwarebytes, 
Ccleaner, a defragging program, alternate browser such as Google 
Chrome or Mozilla Firefox, and don’t forget your games. There are 
literally thousands of other programs that you may also want.
You will also need to transfer all your old files over and put them in 
their correct locations. Don’t forget to setup your backup software 
as well.
Now that your new computer is finally set up, you are totally 
exhausted and don’t feel like playing anymore. Ah well. There is 
always tomorrow. (For assistance, see my advert on page 16)

Tank’s Corner
Hello to all my pet friends and owners. This 
February hot weather is extremely exhausting and 
I am really becoming fond of air conditioning. 
The clinic and home tiles feel very good during 
these times as well. The tick and Flea products 
Nexgard (1/mth) and Bravecto (1/3mths) are working well and you 
should continue with them all year round in our climate. To our 
owners, they won’t work if you don’t give it to your pet. We have  
had 2 cases of Tick Paralysis in dogs lately where one owner had 
not given Nexgard for 3 months and only noticed the dogs distress 
when it was in a bad way, and the second owner had the Bravecto 
tablet but didn’t give it to the dog! We were able to save the 2nd 
dog, but, despite our overnight efforts, we could not save the first 
dog. Remember  that just removing the tick when the dog is already 
affected by the tick toxin, will not save your dog as the first signs 
seen or missed by owners is the result of toxin injected into the dog 
between 6-10 hours ago, and that leaves a lot of toxin yet to have an 
affect on your pet. Tick cases are an emergency and should be seen 
and treated by a Vet ASAP. My Mum is off to the Veterinary Nurses 
Council of Australia national conference in Sydney in late March, 
and our Certificate 4 Nurse Jess is also attending. So Dad and I will 
be ‘Batching’ for a week in late March, so come in and say hello. 
Our part time Vet, Breck will also be in NZ during March, catching 
up with his old colleagues from University days. That must have 
been 100 years ago! I am hoping the weather will start to cool a 
little during March as I enjoy my mid day romps in the park and 
on the beach without burning my feet on the hot sand, and my 
Dad refuses to carry me down to the water. I don’t understand why 
as I am only 32-33 Kgs! Let’s hope that March sees you well and 
healthy, and our aim is to keep you that way! Lots of Licks – TANK.

Diamond Beach Veterinary Clinic, Telephone: 6559 2277
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY
SHOP LOCALLY AND SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL COMMUNITY

6559 3230
Shop 3 Village Square,

Hallidays Point

hallidayspoint.ljhooker.com.au

Complete Pet Care

Diamond Beach Veterinary Clinic

1/22 Diamond Drive, Diamond Beach

6559 2277

De-cluttering and Organising 
Around the Home. 

Packing / Unpacking 
for Moving House 

by an Experienced Organiser

Phone Tina - 0402 609 676

Phone Judy 6559 3515 - 7 Days

 FLORIST 
At Black Head Beach

Foyer & Business Displays   Gifts of Flowers   Birthdays   Anniversaries
Special Occasions   Events   Weddings   Tributes   Gift Baskets   Hampers

Blooming
Marvellous

Greg Alexander
Painting Services
Over 30 Years Experience

M 0412 386 053
P 02 6559 2274
Lic No R81288

Hallidays Point Tavern

6559 2995
Licensed Restaurant

Take Away Pizza

www.andrewsgardnerrealestate.com.au Mark Andrews: 0402 536 524
Peter Gardner: 0421 207 788Phone: 6559 2144

Shop 5 Village SquareFax: 6559 2145 Hallidays Point 2430

BLOSSOM VALLEY
for all your 

sewing alterations and hems 
bridal and formal gown alterations

Call Sharon 6553 6056 

Chris  Prior(Merv)
BRICKLAYING

Lic. No. R68937

18 Red Head Rd.,Hallidays Point 2430 chrisprior62@gmail.com

0428 799 977

 Trading Hours: Mon - Sat: 7.00am to 7.00pm. 
Sun 8.00am - 7.00.pm

Cameron Pest Management

0432 201 150

Licensed Local Technician
with Over

30 Years Experience

Lic: 1500 0771 003 Insurance: 02835

General Pests
Termites
Pre-Purchase Inspections
Termite Inspections
Free Quotes

15 Diamond Drive, Diamond Beach PH: 6559 3724

Your One Stop Gift Shop, 
Just a Stones Throw from You!

A Huge Selection 
of Unique Gifts

A Huge Selection 
of Unique Gifts

Knights Building Consultancy

Local Qualified Inspector with 28 Years Experience

Pre-Purchase Building Inspection

Pre-Purchase Timber Pest Inspection

Dispute Mediation 0408 002 410
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Jean 
Marcoleone’s 
90th Birthday 
Local, Jean Marcoleone celebrated 
her 90th birthday on Monday the 
6th of February and a week of 
celebrating followed immediately. 
Jean was born on the 6th of 
February 1927 in Edgeware, 
London and emigrated to 
Australia on the 25th of October 
1951 with her parents. She has two 
sisters, Doreen Heaps and Sheila 
Innins.
Jean travelled to Diamond Beach 
by plane, landing on Wallis Island Forster and purchased her block 
of land in Sapphire Parade in 1962 from Trotter and Kent who 
had subdivided Diamond Beach. She moved to Diamond Beach 
in 1976 and built her home with her husband Joe, where Jean still 
lives on her own today.
In 1979 after a meeting with the locals, a group went to Manning 
Council to talk about the need of setting up a fire brigade. Council 
gave their approval on 26th march 1979.
Jean, along with Jack Granger and Joe & Melva Draper, became the 
founding executives of the Diamond Beach/Red Head Volunteer 
Bush Fire Brigade. Jean is now the sole surviving foundation 
member. She was the Deputy Captain at the time and later in 1990 
became secretary. Jean and Melva were the first women to be active 
fire fighters in the Taree district.

Today, some 38 years later, Jean is still an active member of 
the Diamond Beach Rural Fire Brigade holding the position 
of Brigade Despatches and is on call 24 hours a day 7 days 
a week.
In 2004 in the New South Wales Parliament, local member 
Jennifer Gardiner MLA announced that the Diamond 
Beach/Red Head Rural Fire Brigade was celebrating its 25th 
anniversary and that Jean was “Mother of the local RFS”. The 
Brigade Deputy Captain at the time, Mike Donohue, paid 
tribute to Jean acknowledging Jean’s intimate knowledge of 
local streets, properties and typography. 
In 2010 Jean was presented with a National Medal and 
Clasp as recognition. In 2005 she was recognised as the 
Hallidays Point Citizen of the Year at the annual Australia 
Day Breakfast on Black Head Beach.
Jean attended the first local Lions Club meeting in 1990 and 
became a member. She was also involved in the Progress 
Association and the Liaison Committee. She also assisted 
in setting up the local library with her sister Doreen Heaps 

at shop 6, Hallidays Point Village Centre in 1995 which was run 
solely by volunteers. Still she can be seen every Monday at the 
current Hallidays Point library working as a volunteer.
Jean has 3 children, Katrina, Nicole and Frank and is the adored 
“gran” of Joshua, Jessica, Michaela and Taylah.
Jean is a wonderful dressmaker and is still working on her trusty 
“Singer”. Each Christmas she makes 3 huge cakes with special icing 
and 3 special recipe puddings for her family.
Jean is affectionately known as the ‘’Matriarch of Sapphire Parade.” 
Who said oldies slow down, not this girl, she showed her true 
Aussie grit to celebrate her 90th with 3 days of partying.

Story by Barry & Lucille Chapman
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