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The threat of a Manufactured Homes
Estate at 303 Blackhead Road is Over

Councillor Claire Pontin has advised this week that the Developer’s
appeal to the Land & Environment Court against Council’s decision to
refuse the development has been withdrawn.
Approval was sought by CoastPlan Group P/L for 202 manufactured
homes to be built on a 10-hectare site off Coastal View Drive at
Tallwoods. Council took the decision that this was not an appropriate
development for this location and refused consent on 2 November 2017.
The proposal was put to the Council’s very first meeting on 27 September 2017 with a
recommendation from staff that it be accepted. “This was an initiation by fire, said Councillor
Pontin, as I was aware of the high level of public objection to this development. I had to learn
quickly what was possible and lobbied my colleagues to defer the decision to enable a site
inspection and a public meeting.”
“It was hard work, but I got a lot of support from other Councillors, and we were able to put
together a cogent set of reasons for refusal and proceeded to do so.” Councillor Pontin added.
“Council told us to expect an appeal but advised that they would work with legal representatives
strenuously to uphold our decision.
At the end of the day, this hasn’t been necessary, saving us a lot of time and money, however
Council staff did have to put a lot of work into the public meeting and extra briefings and I thank
them for that. It’s a great example of what can be done in a small community when needed.”

Hallidays Point Community
Liaison And Progress
Association Inc. (CLAPA)
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Mary-Ann Tickle asks that the woman who approached
her at Foodworks complex, on either 22nd or 23rd February,
who claimed to be a witness to the motor accident involving
her husband, Alan Tickle to please make contract with her
on 0432 178 434

Alan Tickle Recovering Well

The Hallidays Point News team caught up with Alan Tickle who reported that
he has recovered well after his motor vehicle accident in February and at the
time of going to press said he was scheduled to return to work full time by the
end of April or early May.
Alan said he was humbled and very appreciative of the visitors and wellwishes he received while convalescing and asked that “The News” passes on
his sincere thanks for the kind thoughts and prayers that he received.
Alan who fractured a vertebra as well as other trauma, was full of praise for
the dedicated staff at Manning Hospital who provided the initial care which
was followed by a rehabilitation program that he is participating in at Forster
Private hospital.
“I’m not yet ready to return to the bowling green or gardening but hopefully
that will soon follow” Alan enthused.

2. Community Strategic Plan

May Cover Photograph
by Shane Chalker

As reported in the last NoOW edition, the community has given CLAPA their priorities for
works to be carried out. The State Government’s Stronger Country Communities Grant Program
being administered by MidCoast Council will have closed when this edition goes to print but
CLAPA will have submitted two applications for funding.
The first is for the completion of the shared pathway from Lions Park to the Picnic Area and
building of a shared pathway from the playground to the Black Head Surf Club along with static
exercise equipment along the stretch through Lions Park to the Picnic Area.
The second is for a shared pathway from Black Head to Red Head which is the first stage of the
shared pathway Black Head to Diamond Beach. This is an expensive exercise but has support
from Council. Funding is allocated at the State Government Level with announcements to be
John Griffiths, President CLAPA
made on successful projects in August.
For more information on developing a Community Strategic Plan visit
www.midcoast.nsw.gov.au and type “Community” into the search panel.
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Local watercolour artist Kym Kilpatrick presents an amazing exhibition of
vulnerable animals for our current display in the Library Gallery. You can
enjoy Kym’s artworks from 30 April until 27 May.

National Simultaneous Storytime
To promote Australian children’s authors, every year at the same time on
the same day all across Australia, the same story is read. Bring your little
children along at 10.45am on Wed 23 May to hear the story “Hickory Dickory
Dash”, written by Tony Wilson. Lots of fun with stories, games and craft (and
probably a bit of extra noise). Suitable for 3-5 year old’s.

Ukulele lessons in the Library
Have you ever thought about learning the ukulele? Or do you already play the
instrument? Local ukulele teacher Vaughn Parker offers free ukulele lessons
on Tuesday afternoons in the Library meeting room. All skill levels catered
for. Enquire at the library.
Premier’s Reading Challenge
Is your child participating in the Premier’s Reading Challenge? Our library
has the Challenge books marked for easy identification. Borrow some quality
books and encourage your child with reading!

HALLIDAYS POINT BRANCH
What a great night we had to celebrate our library 10th birthday.

1. Manufactured Homes Estate Appeal Withdrawn

Notification has been received that the Appeal to the Land and Environment Court against
MidCoast Council’s decision not to approve the Manufactured Homes Development Application
has been withdrawn.
CLAPA sincerely thanks MidCoast Council Councillors for their support of the Hallidays Point
Community in opposing the DA and acknowledges the right of the Councillors who supported
it to do so. It certainly was great that the communities of Black Head, Red Head, Tallwoods,
Homestead Estate and Diamond Beach recognised the folly of the DA and worked together
against what would have been bad planning for the Village of Hallidays Point. Hopefully that
comradery continues into some positive improvements for our magnificent area.

Vulnerable Exhibition in the Gallery

Less is more!

A big thank you to the musicians and singers who entertained the 80 people
who attended the event. A special thanks to Alana for coordinating the music,
and to Vaughn for leading the sing-a-long. The delicious birthday cakes
were made by Dee. Thanks also to Foodworks for the donation of wine. A
photographic display highlighting the first 10 years of the library history can
be seen at the library during May.

Beachside Townhouse with Views

$499,000
The Ultimate Seaside Property

$1,990,000

3

2

2

See you soon in the Library!!
Library Hours: Mon. – Fri.10am – 5pm, Sat.
10am – 12 noon.

2 Calling All Investors

A townhouse within a short stroll to
beautiful Diamond Beach. Downstairs
consists of 2 bedrooms, bathroom and
living area with tiled floor whilst upstairs
features the main bedroom with en suite,
kitchen with open plan living/dining opening
to the balcony offering some ocean views.
This property is Torrens Title which means
no strata fees and has your own back yard
and gardens for you to enjoy.

4

Surrounded by clutter? Join a free workshop at Hallidays Point Library
on Tuesday 5th June 2 – 4pm and learn how to make space in your home
(and your life) by disposing of excess stuff sustainably. Register on-line at
midcoastlibraries.com.au or talk to staff at the library.

Ideally located in family friendly Taree
West on a generous 814.7sqm block.
Includes built-in wardrobes in all rooms.
Bathroom with separate toilet and a
spacious kitchen. Tall shrubs at the front
of the property create privacy for the
household. This home would suit an
investor as it is currently rented at $320
per week. It would also be a great match
for first home buyers, a family or retiree.

2+ Country Retreat

• Set on a truly stunning 13.9 acres fully
fenced with views of a lifetime
• This property has been identified for
future development in the Hallidays
Point Development Strategy Review
• Suitable for cattle, horses, motor bikes
and living the dream
• A rare opportunity for lifestyle and
creating true wealth

3

1

$335,000
3

1

• Family home on approx 3.25 acres
• Open plan living with raked ceilings,
polished timber floors and combustion
fire
• Near new oversized 2 bay shed with
space for a workshop
• Ideally located between Forster/Tuncurry
and Taree, only 15 minutes from the
beaches of Hallidays Point

1

$499,000

2
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A Long Way From Home by Peter Carey

Live, Feel,

Be Well

Services to help to you stay
living a full and independent life
•
•
•

Home Care Packages
Telehealth monitoring of vital health
signs at home
Home delivered meals
1300 782 896 | integratedliving.org.au

Copyright © integratedliving Australia 2018 All Rights Reserved. integratedliving Australia gratefully acknowledges the
support given by the Australian Government Department of Health.

Irene Bobs is feisty, and a long way from home – but isn’t
everyone? At the beginning of the book we find Irene married
to Titch, small in stature, but the best car salesman in Bacchus
March, Victoria. Peter Carey paints a vivid and rather
comical picture of Australia in the 1950s when what type of
car, a Holden or Ford spoke to aspiration and loyalty. Irene
and Titch set off with their dislocated and strangely willing
map obsessed neighbour, Willie Bachubber, in the Redex car
endurance race hoping to escape the humdrum and earn their
future, a Ford dealership.
The antics along the road are hysterical but more powerfully
the characters learn about themselves and their loyalties and
how far they have travelled from their origins, their spiritual
homes. I particularly liked Irene’s sister who stays “at home” to look after the Bobs children. The
outback characters reflect the dislocation of both indigenous and European Australians with
brutal force especially against the back-drop of 1950s innocence and relaxed racism.
Peter Carey is one of Australia’s best authors and when he writes about Australia it rings very
true. I recommend you read it.
Another great book from a very successful Australian writer who writes about Australia and our
peculiar way of life. This book is a beauty.
Alana
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Thank You, to a Great Bloke for
His Service to the Community!

Hank Loderus migrated to Australia in 1954 and
settled in Sydney, where he met his wife Bernadette
and they had their two children.
He worked two jobs in Sydney to make ends meet.
Hank’s working life was spent in the role of fitter and
maintenance in White Bay for CSR and then at the
STL container terminal in Botany Bay. In addition,
he did cleaning and bar work at the Moore Park
Hotel when the clientele consisted mostly of Bikies.
There were lots of motor bike parts on the tables and
fights as well, until the Licence was sold, and a new
clientele was established, and Hank then waited on
Sydney underworld figures like Abe Saffron.
Twenty-six years ago, Hank and his wife Bernadette moved to Hallidays Point
from Sydney to be close to their grandchildren and daughter Francina, our
local Hairdresser. For the last twenty-six years, Hank has been looking after
the amenities and the BBQ areas at Black Head and Diamond Beach with great
pride.
Now, at 91 years of age (feeling only 60) it’s time to finally have a rest. He is in
great health & humour, and happy with his decision to finally retire!

Anzac Day
Dawn Service 2018

Leo Fransen, a Commonwealth
Games Volunteer

Welcome & Introduction
Raising of Flag to Half Mast
Hymn
O God, our help in ages past,
Our hope for years to come,
Our shelter from the stormy blast,
And our eternal home.

Wreath Laying

Well from fighting fires to volunteering at
the Commonwealth Games on the Gold
Coast! I was lucky to get a job working at
the Commonwealth games village with all
the athletes.
My job here is to provide the bike riders with anything they need, such as parts
for their bikes, a car, a driver, training schedule, maps, riding shoes and so on.
I have an office that is next to the Aussie team’s accommodation and all the
athletes dining room, so I am in a very nice spot to see most of the best sports
people in the Commonwealth.
We have also managed to have a bit of time off to go to the dress rehearsal of
the opening ceremony, as well as going to the swimming where we caught up

Within the shadow of Thy throne,
Still may we dwell secure.
Sufficient is Thine arm alone,
And our defence is sure.

Reveille (Flag Raised)

Following is the programme of the
service held by the Flag Mast at Black
Head Beach, Hallidays Point at 6.10am
(Sunrise) on Wednesday 25th April:

Before the hills in order stood,
Or earth received her frame,
From everlasting Thou art God,
To endless years the same.
O God, our help in ages past,
Our hope for years to come,
Be Thou our guide while life shall last,
And our eternal home.
Words: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748
Music: William Croft, 1677-1727
Prayers
WW1 – In Flanders Field – Probus Choir
WW2 – Mates – Bruce Tyler

The Ode – Colonel Max Carroll, Retd.
Last Post
One Minute’s Silence

National Anthem
Australians all let us rejoice,
For we are young and free;
We’ve golden soil and wealth for toil,
Our home is girt by sea;
Our land abounds in Nature’s gifts
Of beauty rich and rare;
In history’s page, let every stage
Advance Australia fair!
In joyful strains then let us sing,
“Advance Australia fair!”
Words & Music: Peter Dodds McCormick,
1878
Closing Remarks
Our thanks to The Lions Club, Surf Club &
ANZAC Committee
Bugler – Alan Tickle; MC – Peter Hester

Leo’s report dated 7th April

with some of our great swimmers of the past, Ian
Thorpe and Gina Rooney.
We also went to the Gymnastics and saw our
girls pick up a Bronze medal.
Regards from the Gold Coast, Leo Fransen
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Diamond Beach
Rural Fire Brigade

RFS Stalwart
Honoured

One of the founding members of the
Diamond Beach Rural Fire Service, Jean
Marcoleone, was recently honoured for her
many decades of service to the Diamond
Beach community and to the volunteer fire
brigade.
At a ceremony after a Thursday morning training session, a new sign on the
front of the fire station was unveiled which reads “Jean’s Shed” in recognition
of her contribution. The placement of the sign on the left bay of the station is
a reminder that this was the original single-bay station house which had space
for just one fire truck, and not much else.
Brigade Captain Russell Gray said, “Jean has been the backbone of this brigade
for many, many years and we felt it was appropriate that the incredible amount
of work Jean’s done over the years be recognised and publicly acknowledged”.
A number of local people, including Jean, formed the local Volunteer Bush
Fire Brigade in 1979.
“In the beginning the equipment was some leather beaters and knapsacks on
a trailer which we kept on a member’s property” said Jean. “And back then it
was mostly us women who responded to call outs, our husbands were away
working so it was up to us.”
A few years later the purpose-built fire station was constructed as a single bay
garage in its current location, and with lots of support from the Hallidays Point
community has grown to what we see today.
Jean’s volunteering efforts continue to this day as a valuable member of the
brigade. As callout officer she is usually the first person to open the shed when
the pager goes off, organising radios and crews for the two trucks. After nearly
40 years in the brigade, her knowledge of the area is encyclopaedic and her
contributions to meetings is still highly valued within the Brigade.
Martin Davies, Deputy Captain
Read more about Jean on page 16
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Rainbow Flat Rural Fire
Brigade
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Keep Looking When Cooking
Our Client’s Best Interest is
Central to all our Endeavours
• Income Protection & Life Insurance
• Superannuation
• Retirement Planning
• Investment Portfolio Management
• Centrelink and Aged Care Strategy

6551 2333

www.yhfp.com.au

Alan Tickle & Jonathon Tickle (Directors)
Your Heritage Financial Planning Pty Limited
Authorised Representatives
Securitor Financial Group Ltd ABN 48009189495
AFSL 240687

In the Sydney suburb of Drummoyne there is a Fire and Rescue NSW fire station with a sign
which says, “Keep Looking When Cooking”. This sign is a reminder that fire danger is not just
something external to us, but something over which we have some control and against which
we can take precautionary action.
“Keep Looking When Cooking” is particularly appropriate in the kitchen, the major starting
point of house fires. Who hasn’t at some time left a tea towel too close to a stove element, or
had smoking toast stuck in the toaster or had to rescue hissing sausages as they started to catch
alight? As a precaution, check your smoke alarms and home evacuation plan and consider
purchasing a fire blanket and small dry powder fire extinguisher.
“Keep Looking When Cooking” is also highly relevant when using a BBQ. The BBQ is often
a family event, with children and pets running around. There is a gas bottle and, of course, an
open flame with food cooking, releasing oils and fat which can spatter people or start a fire if
there is something combustible nearby. Make sure before you use the BBQ that the gas bottle is
safe for use and is pointed to vent away from any danger. The BBQ should always be supervised
by an adult and located in a fuel free area away from any vegetation. You cannot use a BBQ with
an open flame if there is a Total Fire Ban.
“Keep Looking When Cooking” should also be considered with a campfire. Accelerants are not
a good way to get a campfire started and large logs should not be piled on the fire to keep it
going all night unless it truly safe to do so. A campfire should always be located in a cleared
area and where possible surrounded by a stone circle. Never just cover a fire with sand or dirt to
extinguish the flames, instead dowse it thoroughly with water. Remember that campfires are not
permitted when there is a Total Fire Ban.
For further information please contact Robyn King, Rainbow Flat Rural Fire Brigade Community
Engagement Officer, on 02 6559 2041.

Art in the Area
Kym Kilpatrick

Kym’s art journey started when she loved to doodle as a young
child. Her introduction to how art can be rewarding came
when she won a book prize in 4th class, The Kingfishers by
Czechoslovakian author Karel Novy. This book, illustrated by
the wonderful watercolour wildlife artist Mirko Hanak, was
an inspiration into a new world and a turning point in her
life. As Kym says,” several decades and many moves later, The
Kingfishers holds a treasured place on my art shelves. It was
and continues to be a source of inspiration today”.
However, her journey to becoming an artist herself was somewhat delayed. The schools she went
to did not provide art classes, and as an adult most of her time was spent on professional study,
career development and motherhood.
Sixteen years ago, Kym began her artist’s apprenticeship. “Initially by attending evening classes
followed by weekend and week-long courses, I began to develop my artistic skills”, Kym tells me.
“In the last few years I have painted without instruction, finding my own expression through
my beloved medium of watercolour”. In these years she has successfully entered a number of
art shows and competitions. She has donated paintings to causes such as WIRES (Wildlife
Information Rescue and Education Service) where they have been used as successful fundraisers. Kym tells me she is a proud member of Wildlife Artists of Australasia, an organisation
made up of both professional and amateur artists with a keen eye for capturing wildlife through
art, where her work has been featured.
Kym’s move to Diamond Beach 18 months ago allowed her to move into professional semiretirement with a promise to herself to focus more intently on her art journey. Since then she
has continued to find many distractions that allow for procrastination, not the least of which are
regular walks on the beach and enjoying the stunning natural beauty and welcoming people of
her new ‘forever after’ home. She continues to feel blessed every day that she is now living here.
Kym’s current exhibition at the library gallery is called
‘Vulnerable’. It reflects another profound passion of
hers, a love of wildlife and wild places and a belief in
the need to protect our beautiful, fragile environment.
The paintings that make up the exhibition are of
animal portraits who are vulnerable for various
reasons and includes a painting of a human child.
As such it reflects her absolute conviction, that
the human animal is part of the natural world and
interdependent with the complexity of other species,
and hence vulnerable to the damage we do.

May 2018
Kym says that her goal as an
artist is to convey the individual
personalities and emotions of the
animals and people she paints.
Her hope is that if she succeeds in
portraying a hint of their lives and
tories, she will help the observer
gain empathy for the subject. As
such she hopes that a heightened
awareness will inspire the need to
act from principles of guardianship,
and not greed. Kym concluded with this observation, “I
know, that as the most intelligent of all animals we are of
course capable of doing the most damage, but also the most
good”.
Kym’s exhibition will open on Monday 30th April and can
be enjoyed during the times the library is open until Friday
25th May.
Story by Fred Bowen

Cancer Relay
for Life
Halliday Shores
Team Excels!

The Cancer Council’s Relay For Life
Great Lakes 2018 is over, and the
Halliday Shores team raised over $6,500 and was the leading fundraiser of
27 teams. A wonderful effort for a bunch of retirees, their families & friends.
The Halliday Shores team of 22 all walked, some just a few laps, most on & off
throughout the day.
The Candlelight Ceremony, on sunset occurred with
distant thunder and lightning, and created an awesome
spectacle, especially when the floodlights were turned
off for the one lap walk with illumination only from the
candles in “Hope” bags laid around the track. However,
over the next 30 minutes a violent storm grew to such an
extent that the site was deluged with torrential rain and
strong winds, creating a dangerous site, and the premature
end of Relay. A sad and sudden ending, but thankfully no-one was injured.
John Mead
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Hallidays Point Senior Citizens

A big thank you to those who supported us at last month’s bazaar, it was a
very successful day, our volunteers were run off their feet until we sold out!
Any members who can spare an hour either the day before to help with
preparations or on the day of the bazaar, it would be appreciated.
Happy May birthdays to:
George Clooney
Topsy Marshall
Jill Scott

on the 5th
on the 7th
on the 8th

Noeline Gray
Peta Power
Robin Evans

We had a thoroughly enjoyable “mystery” bus
trip on the 10th April. We donned our pith
helmets and sharpened our machetes and
travelled north until we reached Billabong
Zoo in deepest, darkest Wauchope. We were
just in time to see the Spider Monkeys being
fed and then on to the Meercats, then a
wander around to visit the lions, red pandas
and snow leopards. Time was up before we
knew it and we were on our way to Cowarra
Dam for lunch. We then went on to the
Vickers Fudge Factory and enjoyed far too
many samples and heard how the fudge was
made. They are reviving old fashioned sweets
and on a personal note, may I say it was very
exciting to find a scorched peanut bar. Our
last stop was to Bago Vineyards where we
all tried very hard to get lost in the maze in
between wine tastings. I don’t recommend
doing both of those things. A big thanks to
Buddy for driving us. By the way never smile
at a crocodile (he weighs 500 lbs.).
Our next scheduled trip is on Tuesday 8 May
to Hillview Herb Farm in Gloucester. Details
are on the notice board in the Community
Centre. Don’t forget to put your name down.
We’re always looking for new members, so if
you’re new to the area or have thought you
would like to learn something new like art or
poetry writing, come along and meet some
new friends.
Gail Phair

on the 19th
on the 22nd
on the 31st
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LYNX ELECTRIX

• Free quotes
• New homes and renovations
• All maintenance work
• Over 20 years experience
• Reliable and on time
Carl 0410 517 761 Lic no. 103849C

Hallidays Point
Community Church
Acknowledged in
2018 Senior Citizens
Awards

May 2018

At the Seniors Concert in Forster on March 26th, the
Hallidays Point Community Church ‘Over 55’s Luncheon
Group’ were acknowledged with the “Seniors Group
Award” in recognition of 23 years of producing lunches on
alternate Wednesdays.
The two course lunches are followed by a talk and a game or two of Bingo. A cup of tea and cake
is served before going home.

We are grateful for the help of all the ladies who help in the kitchen and for those who cook the
deserts and afternoon teas. Thank you all very much!
Why not come and join us, it’s fun and friendship on alternate Wednesdays at 12 noon. May
meetings will be on Wednesdays the 2nd, 16th and 30th.
Marion Blackley.

Kiddies Hut

Easter Celebration
The children, educators and families enjoyed a great morning together
the Wednesday before Easter.
The children paraded their hats outside before hearing an Easter story
read by their teacher, Sarah.
The Easter Bunny left a note and jumped away, leaving a heap of eggs
to be found by the children.
The families and friends enjoyed Hot Cross Buns for morning tea with
the children and staff.

May 2018

Hallidays Point
Garden Club

The morning welcomed
us to a warm and sunny
day when we attended
the garden of Linda and
Bert Bennett at Jonela
Farm, Mondrook. The
property was presented
beautifully with not a
blade of grass out of
place or a weed in site.
The
property
is
comprised of 28 acres
with three acres around
the home planted with mainly deciduous and ornamental trees as Bert is keen
to create a park around the home. The property is on a rise which overlooks
the Manning River and north to Killabakh,
Comboyne and the valley below. The home has
a lovely rural view of this vista and surrounding
areas and is also a corridor for koalas. Bert and
Linda have planted several groves of trees to
maintain the habitat and encourage the local
koala population.
The property was
originally a large
dairy but has since
been
subdivided
into
smaller
allotments and Bert
and Linda are keen
to enjoy the rural
life, having planted gardens with roses, magnolias,
azaleas and selective Japanese maples for their
colour and form. A most enjoyable morning
visiting the garden on the hill at Mondrook.
Wendy Mertz

Fishing News
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In seven days 437mm of rain was dumped in the catchment
areas of our local creeks, rivers and lakes, resulting in a
massive runoff of fresh water. Black Head lagoon burst open
resulting in severe beach and bank erosion and revealing the
rocky skeleton of the base and muddy bottom inland where
no living water grasses or weeds now exist. Years ago, large
mullet, prawns, crabs and eels were common, and many
children swam in its clear waters. Not now.
The “fresh” forced many fish downstream much to the
glutinous delight of the big boys such as sharks, mulloway,
kingfish etc. gorging themselves on the smaller cousins.
Many anglers took advantage of this landing good hauls of bream, whiting and
flathead in particular around and in the estuaries. Using mullet, large bream
were landed on 7 Mile Beach and the lines were often bitten off by tailor. Even
when the gear was changed to three gang 4/0 hooks using pilchards, some of
these outfits were bitten off, so the ravenous tailor must have been huge.
Although there is still colour in the water at the last of the run-out tide, the
action has slowed down.
I mentioned in the previous edition that the gannets were diving which was
often an indication the sea garfish abound, and we checked this out with some
success. They should last another few weeks and they are great fun off the
rocks in protected water and they are so, so succulent. All you need is a light
line, float, no. 8 hook on a 30cm trace. Some dough, bread or small piece of
prawn will suffice and burley up with a slice or two of bread first. A young
local, fishing off the rocks near us caught a small drummer, used it for live
bait under a float and caught a beautiful mulloway in the shallowest of waters.
There are hectares of baitfish offshore, and with water still around 24 degrees
the situation is perfect for the pelagic predators with dolphin fish out wide
and spotted and Spanish mackerel, mack and longtail tuna filling the fish
boxes. Professionals are returning with good hauls taken
around Snapper Rock. Pilchards or live bait seem to be the
best option. The illustration shows Brad Baxter with a 4 kg
spotted mackerel who together with Cam Crisp caught several
on live baits. Not to be out fished, Jacob Basile boated a great
Spanish mackerel around 5 kg. Snapper up to 1.5 kg are still
available but a little more fickle, requiring a bit of enticing
with burley.
Good flathead are still in great numbers particularly off Crowdy.
Get your tailor gear out as its perfect weather. At dawn or dusk when “the sun
is on the tree line” is the ideal time. Using a lure or set of gang hooks with a
pilchard or small garfish is the set up.
Good Fishing. Trevor
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HALLIDAYS POINT
COMBINED
PROBUS CLUB

OPEN DAY
Probus is friendship, fellowship and fun

Hallidays Point Probus

May 2018

Peter Hester’s first general meeting as President was a busy one, but that didn’t
faze him, Efficiency being his middle name. He inducted 4 new members:
Kim & Donna Green and
Graham & Margaret Lane,
all of whom introduced
themselves after the induction.
After reports of some of our officers, it was time
to announce the results of the Observation Fun
Drive, held on Sunday 18th March. This event
is becoming an annual highlight on the Probus
calendar.

This is an invitation to all retirees wanting friendship, culture and a social outlet
with no fund raising pressure

Come along and hear our May guest speaker, who will talk about

a little known secret that happens right here in the area.

Come along and enjoy a no-cost sumptuous morning tea in a great setting.

Alan & Christine Bates and Ian Campbell had set out a
most interesting route, which gave us the opportunity
When: Tuesday 1st May - 9.45am to 12.15pm Where: Black Head SLSC
to get amazed at the beauty of our own backyard. The
weather was perfect, quite different from last year
Come alone or bring a friend
when it was cold and wet; it must have been 37 degrees
to the Hallidays Point Combined Probus Club
in Wingham (the chocolate icing on my profiteroles
and enjoy a full and interesting morning.
melted the moment they left the eski). Alan, who did
a tremendous lot of work to get it all together, walked
Observation Fun Drive
us through some of the trickiest questions and backed
Bev Gordon & Louise McKinnon
himself up with slides to prove he was right and most
of us were wrong. The winners were Sylvia and Leo
Fermin. Our team, “The Redhead Revheads” would
of course have won, were it not that we arrived 30
minutes after everyone else, because we had a coffee
break at Wingham. Our prize therefore was a jar of
instant coffee, which we’ll use next year.
Our 10-minute speaker
was one of our newest
Lunch after Fun Drive
members,
Dr
Pat
(yes, that’s our NoOW editor! with Graham Lane)
Marshall, who specializes
in conflict management. She told us, with a great sense of humour,
how she herself stuffed up big time in a situation that landed her in
hot water, Wise words concluded her talk: it’s never enough to just
say sorry, one should say “I’m sorry, I was wrong”.
Our guest speaker was Vicki Grace, “The Bee Lady”, who gave a very
interesting talk about these efficient, industrious insects. I thought
a bee is a bee, but there are
The “Touring Old Farts”, or TOFS for short,
numerous
species
just
in
the
Hunter region. Everyone
began informally almost 10 years ago when a group
knows
the
importance
of
bees
for pollination, but did
of friends on the Central Coast started a series
you
know
that
bees
are
more
attracted to blue and
of regular outings to places of interest.
purple flowers? (If you don’t want to be stung, wear
It has now grown to 5 sub-groups with 250 members.
yellow!) They love herbs like rosemary and thyme,
One sub-group has formed recently on
so that’s what you need in your garden if you want to
the Mid-north Coast, in Hallidays Point.
attract more bees. Apart from its taste, the medicinal
Interested in joining us?
aspect of honey (Manuka honey in particular) is not to
be underestimated for its antiseptic qualities. Honey is
Contact:
low GI sugar and excellent for gut health. Vicki told us
Tour Organiser: Don Sheffield Phone; 0408 672 242
a lot about the secret life of bees, and I couldn’t help
Liaison: John Mead - Phones; 6559 3803 or 0417 007 456 being amused when she talked about drones (no, not those with cameras!). She called them “big
We hope to see more residents of the Hallidays Point area boofheads with a one-track mind”. After mating with the queen, she, the queen, casually drops
join us for more TOFS adventures in 2018.
them so they crash and die. That’s what my drone does, too, crash and die (no queens involved).
More information: Website;
Our general meeting on 1st May will be an Open Day, an excellent
opportunity for every (semi-) retiree to see what Probus is about.
https://sites.google.com/site/touringoldfartsinc/home
A delightful morning tea will be served at no cost. As always in
May the men will be in charge, pink aprons and all, because of
Mother’s Day later in the month.
And oh, before I forget: our IPP Tony Knight, who wrote a
letter to the Queen (the real one) recently, did receive a reply. As
Tony couldn’t be with us, he had asked Allan Buckingham (how
appropriate) to read it to us. I’m still not sure what to think of
this. It was after all only 2 days after April Fool’s Day.
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Lions Club of
Hallidays Point
27th Annual
Changeover Dinner

Held on Thursday 12th April ’18 at Black Head SLSC

A strong gathering of Lions and guests attended the 27th Annual Changeover
of the Board of Directors of Hallidays Point Lions Club on the 12th April.

Come along and meet lots of people with many and varied interests.

OPEN DAY

TOFS

April Birthdays

Interested in joining? Do come to our Open Day on 1st May,
or to any general meeting for that matter, you’ll be made most welcome.
For more info: ‘phone our secretary John Clucas on 0417 036 550
or email jokay49@gmail.com.
Anna Hamers

The evening commenced with the introduction of guests by President Gerard
Cross. Guests included Past District Governor Mick McGrath and his partner
Robyn, Region Chairman and Vice District Governor Elect, Kevin Thornton,
Zone Chairman Robyn Robertson & Partner Ross and Lion Pam Bennett
Australian Lions Youth Exchange Committee. Other guests were Lion Gayle
Bowman, Old Bar Lions Club & Lion Chris Barrett, President Elect, Old Bar
Lions Club, Phill & Maggie Brayne of Diamond Beach who would be inducted
into membership later in the evening.
A lovely three course meal prepared by Lions Partner Therese White was
enjoyed by all prior to the formal proceedings.
First was the induction of our new
members Phill & Maggie Brayne. The
ceremony was conducted by Membership
Officer Lion Vaughn Parker after which
all other members present (including
a disguised Lion who would later be
revealed) came forward to welcome Phill
& Maggie into the fold.
Outgoing President Past District Governor Gerard gave a summary of
achievements made by the club and its hard working members during the
past year through fundraising and projects such as the Lions Pop Up Shop, the
local Mens Shed, the new pathway through the Lions Park, the Lions Youth
Exchange Programme, assistance to a
local needy family etc etc.
President Gerard then went on to present
awards to some individual members
in recognition of their work over the
term of his presidency. Recipients are as
follows:
Lions
Club
International
“Club
Excellence Award 2016 – 2017” Banner Patch for Club
• Lions Club International “Club Excellence 2016 – 2017 President Pin” to
Immediate Past President Deb Schmitzer
President Appreciation Awards:
•
•

•
•

Rose Eshman
Trevor White Plus Recognition
of 35 Years a Lion

•
•
•

Lyn Power
Virginia Stewart
Paul Eshman

Lions Hearing Dogs “Helen Keller Award” to Helen Bauert
Australian Lions Foundation (ALF) “William R Tresise Award” to David
O’Hara
• Lions Clubs International (LCI) “Melvin Jones Award” to John Griffiths
• Lions Clubs International (LCI) “Progressive Melvin Jones Award” to
John Finnie Plus recognition of 25 years a Lion
• Club Award “New Member of the Year” to Paul Eshman
• Club Award “Club Person of the Year” to Alan Stewart
• Club Award “Club Stirrer Award” to David O’Hara
President Gerard, congratulated all recipients and thanked them again.

Next came the installation of the new Board of Directors for the Lions Year
2018 – 2019 by Installing Officer Past District Governor Mick McGrath:
President: - Sue Newton
1st Vice President – Noel McManus
2nd Vice President – Paul Eshman
3rd Vice President – David O’Hara
Secretary – Vaughn Parker
Treasurer – Rose Eshman
1 Year Director – John Griffiths
1 Year Director – Trevor White
2 Year Director – Virginia Stewart
2 Year Director – Jim Frewin
Nabiac Branch Club Liaison Director – Simone Preston
Tail Twister – Jack McDonald
Lion Tamer – Alan Stewart
Membership Chairman – PDG Gerard Cross
Bulletin Editor, Publicity Officer, Webmaster – John Finnie
Public Officer – PDG Gerard Cross
Immediate Past President – PDG Gerard Cross
Outgoing President Gerard congratulated incoming President Sue and wished
her all success in her leadership of the club during the 2018 – 2019 year as he
presented her with the Gong & Gavel.
After the installation of the new Board, there was a raffle draw and a fine
session by Tail Twister Jack McDonald (which included some raucous banter)
before the event drew to a close.
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$30 Million Skills Boost For
Small Business
Across Myall Lakes

Member for Myall Lakes Stephen Bromhead today
announced MidCoast small businesses and their
staffs now have access to free business skills training thanks to a new $30
million NSW Government initiative aimed at helping small businesses grow
and thrive.
Mr Bromhead said the new Skills for Business program meant local companies
and their staff could undertake free TAFE NSW qualifications in subjects
including digital and financial literacy, cybersecurity and general business
management.
“Small businesses are the engine room of our economy and the heart and soul
of our regional towns,” Mr Bromhead said.
“This initiative is all about giving small business owners the very best chance
of not just staying in business, but taking their business to the next level.
“Running a small business can be incredibly rewarding, but also incredibly
tough, and this is an opportunity for those small business owners and their
staff to upskill in an area of need, for free,” Mr Bromhead said.
Skills for Business brings together TAFE NSW and other NSW Government
business support services including Business Connect, to give small business
owners and their staff a chance to undertake fully-subsidised training in
courses including financial planning, taxation, risk management, legal
decisions, using spreadsheets, social media tools, website creation and
maintenance, creating an e-business, and cybersecurity.
The free TAFE courses will be delivered online, with a face-to-face component,
to allow small businesses to learn when it suits them best, with live tutorials
also on offer.
Deputy Premier and Minister for Skills and Small Business John Barilaro
said small businesses represent almost 98 per cent of all NSW businesses,
employing about 1.56 million people – almost half the state’s workforce.
“Our economy is now the strongest in the nation, and as a government we
want to be doing everything we can to support small business owners – the
very people who take on great risks, to create job opportunities for others,”
Mr Barilaro said.
“This isn’t just about investing in the future of our small businesses, it’s about
investing in people – the skills, careers and wellbeing of the men and women
who run businesses, and work in them.
“We need a workforce that will continue to underpin NSW as the nation’s

May 2018
leading economy, and the strongest workforce is one that’s continually
learning, upskilling, and keeping up to date with new technologies.
“As a former small business owner I know first-hand how hard it can be to
keep a business afloat, and that is why we are funding the Skills for Business
program, to give small businesses the very best chance of success,” he said.
Assistant Minister for Skills Adam Marshall said the TAFE NSW training
would be open to all small to medium sized businesses operating within NSW
with up to 199 employees, but priority will be given to businesses with fewer
than 19 employees.
“Businesses and employees throughout NSW can access the training from
anywhere, 24/7, via TAFE Digital, including live tutorials with trainers and
fellow participants.
“Skills for Business will allow small business owners and employees to gain
valuable financial and digital literacy skills, as well as business management
skills, which will be vital when faced with real-life business challenges,” he
said.
For more information visit: www.tafensw.edu.au/skillsforbusiness

Black Head
Women’s
Bowling Club
2018 Major Singles
Champion Karen Carlton

All conditions were perfect for Dawn Hinitt and Karen Carlton (L to R) to
play off the Major Singles last Thursday. The weather was just beautiful with
extended summer temperatures, the repaired top green is running good
thanks to our dedicated Greenkeepers.
Black Head Ladies are very happy to have the green back up and running so
good again.
On the day Karen kicked off with a strong lead and just didn’t want to let up.
A great effort for both ladies to make the finals and Congratulations Karen, a
back to back win for you at Blackhead Bowling Club. Well done to both ladies.
Donna Hampson Publicity Officer

Dr David
GILLESPIE MP
Federal Member for Lyne

Federal funding towards new facilities at the
Black Head Surf Club.
144 Victoria Street, Taree NSW 2450
davidgillespie.com.au

6583 2077

DavidGillespieMP

david.gillespie.mp@aph.gov.au

Authorised by Dr David Gillespie, National Party of Australia,144 Victoria Street, Taree NSW 2450.
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Our Natural
World
with Geraldine

Blue Dragon

Last Wednesday it was windy on Black Head
Beach.
I went for a walk Thursday morning and kept
an eye out for a little creature that sometimes
appears after strong south easterly winds. I’ve only seen them once before.
It’s tiny, about the size of a
small grape or large green pea,
and it’s silver/white on the
bottom and light to dark blue
on the top.
It feeds on Blue Bottles. It
collects the stinging cells and
adds them to its tentacles. So,
it has an insane amount of
pain that it can deliver, but
only if you pick one up and
are unlucky.
It’s a kind of a sea slug, a nudibranch, and it looks both beautiful and other
worldly.

Glaucus atlanticus. It’s

of course a Blue Dragon!

Michael’s
Computer
Trouble Shooting

Have you ever noticed that there are two little bumps on the f and j keys on
the keyboard of your computers? These keys are called the home keys and are
used when you are touch typing.
Are you still typing with one or two fingers? It is much slower to type this way.
Typing using all your fingers is called ‘Touch Typing’ and it’s not that hard to
learn.

When I first learned to touch type the
software I used was quite expensive.
Nowadays there are many free tutoring
apps available. Go to www.downloads.
com and search for ‘free typing tutor’.
Choose one that is free and rated with
lots of stars.
These programs are quick to download
and will teach you the basics of touch
typing in no time at all. They start out by explaining what those little bumps
on your keyboard are for. The bumps allow you to feel with your index fingers
where your hands are over the keyboard without you having to look down
at them. The idea is for your eyes to remain on the screen or the text you are
copying and for your fingers to go to the next key without you looking.
The software will start by teaching you the letters on the middle row first and
slow introduce the other three rows. At the end of each lesson you will see
what your speed and accuracy was. The main thing to remember is to practice.
Typing those emails or that family history will take no time at all.
Michael Gallen, Computer Troubleshooter - 0411 555 671

Knight Time

Sci-Fi, the Lie
that Tells the Truth

Oh, he’s not on about AI (artificial intelligence) again you
might say.
Well Artificial intelligence is a multi-billion-dollar
industry guys and has almost no regulation, so I feel
obliged in my own little way to put some extraordinary facts before our social
group, that is us, you and me, right here.
Why?
Because without sufficient knowledge and enough understanding, we will
become political and social fodder and our own worst enemy.
We, the human race has unleashed forces that we cannot stop as we did with
electricity.
Just consider this fact. In 1903 the wonder of the very short flight of an
airplane built of wood and string took place yet only some 65 summers later
in 1970 a Boeing 747 Jumbo, first took off. Now just look at the rubbish in
space orbiting our Earth which it seems, is a problem not foreseen, even while
scientists were getting on with thinking about going to the moon and now
Mars!
Contd on Page 14

M O D E R N A N D C O M F O R TA B L E
a home that moves with you

ADVERTISEMENT

1800 223 733

Luxury 2 Bedroom Villas Available

NOW

Why not make the best decision of 2018? - Come and see our wonderful community,
with 5 star luxury facilities including a 25 metre heated indoor swimming pool,
games room, arts and craft room, library and internet room,
great residents lounge and dining area.
The best of both worlds - country feel, beachside living.
A short stroll to doctors surgery and chemist, post office, major supermarket
and speciality shops with easy access to every convenience you’ll ever need.
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Contd from Page 13
Allow me to suggest to those of you of a serious mind, to watch an hour-long
movie on the web doyoutrustthiscomputer.org which will introduce you to
the reality of AI which is rushing into our lives.
Super powers are working flat out to develop autonomous weaponry. Those
will be weapons which themselves may freely decide and choose what to
target and then to destroy them. The cry went out internationally in 2015 for
a ban on these, but nothing has happened. Have we read any local political
comment on the matter?
I only present, in skeleton form here, some facts which I hope may motivate
you to learn about it.
Work is proceeding at a pace to produce robots with their own consciousness
through a program of deep learning which takes them so far ahead of human
intelligence that we cannot be sure that the world will have the ability to
protect us when they actually achieve that.
We are handing over data daily
through use of our phones,
computers and plastic cards, or
when we go to our medical or
financial advisers, retail suppliers or
almost whatever.
We are in negotiation unknown to
us, every time we use any of these.
Google’s use of the data they collected
is in the news presently and, so it is
written, has been able to collect between 4000 and 5000 data points on each
and every individual in the US. AI can create from such seemingly simple
data as people’s music collections and online shopping choices and purchases,
and what they watch on media, a working picture of the type of person each
of us is and who is to say that it isn’t in progress in full swing here in Australia.
Having written that, I have just watched Catriona Wallace an entrepreneur
interviewed on ABC’s ‘One to One.” She is one of the very few Australian
women at the top of a Tech company engaged in AI development. Watch it
on iView please.
Of course, development of superhuman
intelligence means that machine learning by
seeing, speaking and listening will contain parts,
both the good part and the bad, of us.
Technology itself is never good or bad. It is what
we do with it that matters.
I am really a quite cheerful person. Believe me please!
Tony Knight

Tank’s Corner

May 2018

Hi everyone – once more with pads to the
grindstone! It seems that I put someone’s nose out
of joint with my article on such a lovely lady as my
Mum. I am not sure if you know him, but he is
broad shouldered, and he can take it. (but don’t let
him know that I love him too!).
To all my ‘furever’ friends, make sure you nag your
owners to keep up the Tick prevention during the cooler months. It only takes
a few warm winter days for ticks to come out and once on your pet, it stays
nice and warm and ACTIVE.
This coming July 2018, it will be 15 years since Diamond Beach Veterinary
Clinic opened and I wasn’t even a twinkle in Dad’s eye at that stage. Of course,
the whole clinic has improved since I became part of it, relegating Dad to 4th
place behind Mum, Jess and me!
Our Clinic is completely independent of any other clinics in the Mid North
Coast area, but we do try to liaise with them in an ethical manner.
Our Clinic was one of the first Clinics to provide digital X-ray services and
we are licensed to provide all types of medical and surgical services to small
animals. Wait a minute! Does that leave me out at 36Kg! (Dad says don’t be
silly).
Our Vets have 45 and 50 years’ experience and our fully qualified Veterinary
Nurses have 35 and 4 years’ experience in looking after a whole range of pets.
We keep up to date with all post graduate requirements and have contacts
with a wide range of Specialists in many areas if we require their assistance.
If you are passing by, call and say hullo to me as I am in attendance most days
and always available for pats and hugs, just watch out for my quick tongue and
rapidly wagging tail.
Lots of Licks -Tank
Diamond Beach Veterinary Clinic,
Ph: 6559 2277
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The Resolution Network

Could a “human hawk-eye” help in these times?

When my sister and I were young we shared a room. And, as many siblings do, there were times
one of us would draw a line down the middle of the room – marking a boundary that was not to
be crossed. Until we got lonely and decided life was more fun shared.
Recent events - from “Sandpaper-gate”, to whether 30 News polls do or don’t matter, to a client
who declared they would never forgive a colleague for taking a particular action - have got me
thinking about the lines we draw and the impact they have on our lives.

Where do our lines come from?
Think about this question from your own perspective. What do you draw on - your values? Your
beliefs? Your experience? What you want to achieve in life?
Certainly our “lines in the sand” can come from all these sources (plus many others). These lines
are positive and help to guide us in our choices about who we are and how we conduct ourselves.
However, there’s another source people draw on which I frequently see in my work as a mediator.
When a person is in conflict with another person or group of people, they frequently justify
their actions or words by referencing a line drawn out of a desire to get back at the other person.

Is the line you’re drawing working for you or against you?
If you’re a separated parent who’s trying to establish a new routine for your children, your ex
returning the kids later than agreed can be disruptive for everyone. If you’ve spoken with your
neighbour repeatedly about their noisy dog, them not doing something to help calm the dog can
seem unfair. If you feel you’ve been poorly treated at work, that can be extremely disappointing
and stressful.
In these situations, it can seem like a line has been crossed. You’d probably be right to say a line
has been crossed – but which line is it and what will you do about it?
Is the line you’ve drawn the one that represents who you want to be and how you want to live
your life – or is it the line you’ve drawn to justify acting or speaking in a way to strike back at
that person?

Maybe there’s value in having a “human hawk-eye”?
In modern day sports, hawk-eye is a computer system we rely on to know if the ball is inside
or outside the line. It does this by calculating the trajectory, presenting the most likely path the
object will travel and where it will land in relation to a line or post or goal.
How would such a system help us when we’re hurt and angry? Why not give it a go? Next time
you find yourself drawing a line to explain what you’re about to do or say – think about what
you’re really basing that line on and run it through your “human hawk-eye” to see where it will
actually lead you. It may make a difference that could last a lifetime.

Lions Pop Up Shop

Thank you for the wonderful support for
CHILDHOOD
CANCER RESEARCH

With the donations of your 5 cent pieces, we have filled one bottle and are onto our second
bottle. You will find the collection bottle on the shop counter.
The shop is well stocked with quality clothing, linen, fabric, toys, books,magazines puzzles,
games, DVDs, CDs, records, wool, china, glass ware, collectables, seaside creations and plants.
The cooler weather is on its way, so come in and check out the warmer clothes.
Funds raised at the shop go back into the local community.
Buying products that have had a previous life, is a great way of reducing energy, water use and
waste. REDUCE REUSE RECYCLE!
Photo: - Lions Helen Bauert, Virginia Stewart, Tyrone Power and Lyn Power dressed up for
Black Friday the 13th! when we had a sale on black clothes.

Shop Hours - Thursday, Friday,
Saturday
8.30 - 1.00pm
and
1st Sunday of the month.
Lion Helen Bauert
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HP Netball Club
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Well the 2018 Netball season is well under way and the teams have
been battling it out whilst putting up with something I call the
Netballers Enemy…unseasonably hot weather!! Oh, come on Mother
Nature! Netball is generally a winter sport so to play a hard game
against a challenging team in 35-degree heat is not exactly pleasant…
especially for those of us who are of a certain age…
But enough whingeing, it must be said that the weather at this time of the year has been quite
beautiful and the heat does not seem to bother the younger players amongst us as you will
see in the accompanying photos. Our players take their netball games very seriously and the
concentration on their faces is proof of this! Thanks to Ally Knights for her keen eye and time
spent capturing these great shots.
As I write this article holiday time is upon us and the HPNC Committee wish all players and
families a relaxing and safe time, and a reminder to enjoy the time off as games resume in force
after the holidays end.
All the best to the participating HPNC Rep players, whose season warms up now with Sunday
Carnivals and full on mid-week training sessions.
A bit of a shout out also to our amazing umpires who give their time to control the games each
week, we certainly wouldn’t have a competition without those who blow the whistle.
Please enjoy the pics and I’ll see you next month!
Tracy Batton

Jean Marcoleone,
“Mother of
the Local RFS”

Jean was born on the 6th of February 1927 in
Edgeware, London and emigrated to Australia on
the 25th of October 1951 with her parents. She has
two sisters, Doreen Heaps and Sheila Innins.
Jean travelled to Diamond Beach by plane, landing
on Wallis Island Forster and purchased her block of
land in Sapphire Parade in 1962 from Trotter and
Kent who had subdivided Diamond Beach. She
moved to Diamond Beach in 1976 and built her
home with her husband Joe. Where Jean still lives
on her own today.
In 1979 after a meeting with the locals, a group went
to Manning Council to talk about the need of setting
up a fire brigade. Council gave their approval on
26th March 1979.
Jean, along with Jack Granger and Joe & Melva Draper, became the founding executives
of the Diamond Beach/Red Head Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade. Jean is now the sole
surviving foundation member. She was the Deputy Captain at the time and later in 1990
became secretary. Jean and Melva were the first women to be active fire fighters in the
Taree district.
Today, some 38 years later, Jean is still an active member of the Diamond Beach Rural
Fire Brigade holding the position of Brigade Despatches and is on call 24 hours a day 7
days a week.
In 2004 in the New South Wales Parliament, local member Jennifer Gardiner MLA
announced that the Diamond Beach/Red Head Rural Fire Brigade was celebrating its
25th anniversary and that Jean was “Mother of the local RFS”. The Brigade Deputy
Captain at the time, Mike Donohoe, paid tribute to Jean, acknowledging Jean’s intimate
knowledge of local streets, properties and typography. In 2010 Jean was presented with a
National Medal and Clasp as recognition.
In 2005 she was recognised as the Hallidays Point Citizen of the Year at the annual
Australia Day Breakfast on Black Head Beach.
Jean attended the first local Lions Club meeting in 1990 and became a member. She was
also involved in the Progress Association and the Hallidays Point/Taree Council Liaison
Committee. She also assisted in setting up the local library with her sister Doreen Heaps
at shop 6, Hallidays Point Village Centre in 1995 which was run solely by volunteers. Still
she can be seen at the current Hallidays Point library working as a volunteer.

Customer Text Notifications
of Planned Power Outages

Help & Exercise!
While you’re walking in your
neighbourhood,
why not help deliver the Hallidays Point
News of Our World?
Please call Clare on:

6559 3413
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Essential Energy is now providing customers with real-time notice about planned power
outages, replacing mailed letters with more direct, more effective SMS (Short Messaging
Service) notifications.
Regional manager North Coast, Brendon Neyland, said a trial of the text message service
had found most customers preferred the electronic notification to traditional letters as it
provides customers with up to date information on the move.
“Essential Energy is embracing technology to deliver a more efficient, cost-effective
service to our customers,” Mr Neyland said.
Under the service, customers will be notified 15 days in advance of a planned power
outage via a text message. A reminder SMS will also be sent the day before the outage to
customers who received the initial SMS notification.
The majority of those customers who have a mobile phone number registered with their
electricity retailer have now been switched to electronic notifications.
Registered life support customers, those who haven’t provided a valid mobile phone
number to their retailer, and customers who have chosen not to receive SMS notifications
will continue to receive mail notifications to their premises or postal address.
“A confirmation phone call will also be made to life support customers 5-7 days before a
planned power outage,” Mr Neyland added.
Customers are encouraged to ensure their mobile details are up to date with their
electricity retailer who provides Essential Energy with the necessary contact information.
“To update your mobile phone details, please contact the electricity retailer who provides
your bill,” Mr Neyland said. “A list of retailers is available at energymadeeasy.gov.au.”

TELL YOUR FRIENDS
AROUND THE WORLD
View the Hallidays Point
News of Our World
on line at:
www.hallidayspointnews.org

CATHY BROWN
Remedial Massage
Therapist

Do you suffer from any of the following?
• Headaches • Shoulder & neck pain
• Stress & tension • Muscle injuries
• Planter Fasciitis • Sciatica • Back pain

If so, then you will benefit from
Remedial Massage leading to:
• Reduced pain
• Decreased muscle tension
• Increased flexibility
1 hour massage $65
Oncology massage $55
Wed & Thur 9am - 5pm / Sat 9am - 1pm
Health fund rebates available
Appointments Ph: 0415 061 958
Tallwoods

Hallidays Point Blokes Shed
Invites Blokes to do a bit of woodwork,
and chat with other like minded blokes
each Wednesday from 9am in the
shed behind the Community Church
on Diamond Beach Road. BYO lunch.
Cost $2.Contact Jack McDonald
on 6554 3368, 0411 481 892, email
gretamcd@tpg.com.au
or just drop in to check us out.
Coast Evangelical Church
Hallidays Service
Everyone’s Welcome!
Sundays 2pm - includes Kids Church
Hallidays Point Public School
(Diamond Beach Rd)
More Info. www.coastec.net.au
or Joel - 0433 792 450
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Main Street, Hallidays Point
Phone: 02 6559 2923
www.clubblackhead.com.au
“Courtesy Bus Available”

