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Community Conversations
coming to Hallidays Point

After a long COVID-enforced break, I am pleased our Community
Conversations program is now back up and running.
These conversations are a way for Council to hear what is important to
you, answer questions and to provide communities with information
about what is happening in their area.
Councillors and senior staff will be out and about at 16 locations between April and June to
meet with interested members of the community.
We will be in Hallidays Point on 10 May at the Kranky Goat, Tallwoods from 6pm.
I encourage everyone to come along and meet your new Councillors and let us know what is
important to you.
The full list of conversations can be found at www.midcoast.nsw.gov.au/communityconversations
Hallidays Point Place Strategy and Traffic Study update
This year the Land Use Planning team will be working with the community to prepare a Place
Strategy for Hallidays Point.
This strategy will identify environmental outcomes and development opportunities and will
also inform the character of the area. To help build our understanding of Hallidays Point and
the development of the Place Strategy, a traffic study is currently being prepared. You may have
seen the traffic counters and survey cameras that were installed a few weeks ago.
The survey equipment was installed on key roads and at intersections throughout Hallidays
Point to assess the general operation of the road network and to provide data for traffic
conditions during a normal work day (including school traffic), and during the school holiday
period. This will identify any areas of congestion and the capability of the road network to
accommodate future growth.
There will be more information, and opportunities for the community to contribute to this
strategy over the coming months and I will provide updates through this column.

Community Meeting

I attended the community meeting held recently and organised by CLAPA to discuss the
incidents of vandalism in our area.
It was a useful opportunity to hear the concerns of residents and for the police, Graffiti Buster
Ted Bickford and Council to explain what is being done to mitigate and address vandalism.
Claire Pontin, Mayor, MidCoast Council

Comunity Liaison and
Progress Association Inc.
(CLAPA)
Vandalism Public Meeting

MAY COVER PHOTO

Black Head Surf Club Engulfed by Waves
Photo by Noah Hazlewood ©

In early late March a number of Community Groups approached CLAPA to arrange a public
meeting to discuss the disturbing incidence of vandalism in Hallidays Point. Whilst outside
the normal scope of CLAPA the committee undertook to facilitate a meeting in the public
interest.
The well attended meeting was held at the Surf Club on the evening of 12th April.
John Griffiths, President of CLAPA was assisted at the meeting by CLAPA committee members
Dianne Denton, John Clucas and Chris Holland.
Guests were Mayor Claire Pontin, The Police represented by the District Inspector Christine
George and Crime Co-ordinator Sgt Stephen Doust; Paul De Szell and Daniel Aldridge
represented Mid Coast Council and Ted Bickford, Graffiti Buster.
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Opening the meeting John Griffiths advised that over the last eighteen
months there have been numerous cases of wanton vandalism and antisocial
behaviour affecting the Surf Club, Ocean Pool, Tennis Club, Shopping
Centre and our public parks. The purpose of the meeting was to discuss
these incidents and look at ways to combat them in the future while trying
to assist the perpetrators to become more responsible in their attitude to the
community in which they lived.
The various interest groups present at the meeting highlighted the increasing
number of incidents that had impacted their clubs or organisations.

In summary:

• Theft/damage of Personal protection equipment from the surf club. As
well as other issues. Security video footage has been handed over to the
police.
• Vandalism at the ocean pool with broken glass, garbage and an empty
beer keg thrown into the pool.
• Theft of the defibrillator from the tennis club. (Later found and
returned) only to be stolen again. Vandalism of the garbage bin, setting
fire to a bin, smashing security lights and the overturning of outdoor
furniture.
• Damage to the Community Garden, theft of equipment and the
releasing of chickens on a number of occasions.
• A fire on the whale watching deck at Red Head.
• Building equipment damaged at a number of developers building sites
Diamond Beach
• Swings relocated without proper affixation from the small park next to
the school in Diamond Beach
• Unruly behaviour at the shopping centre. Push bikes creating a hazard
for elderly residents.
• Vehicles on Back Beach in an un-authorized zone.
Whilst it was accepted that these incidents were carried out by a small group
it was nevertheless concerning that the number of incidents had made it
necessary to call a public meeting to examine ways and means of changing
this antisocial behaviour.
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Addressing the meeting Ted Bickford of Graffiti Busters said that he had
been responsible for removing graffiti in the Mid Coast for 27 years and
his methods were evident in the lack of graffiti in our area. Education
and engagement with the youth were key to changing behaviour. He had
developed a programme of education across all age groups, visiting schools
and involving the youth in clean-up programs.
Paul De Szell Liveable Communities Director for Mid Coast Council advised
the meeting that stringent standards were in place in public areas and facilities
with cognizance taken of environmental aspects in the design elements to
ensure that they were as vandal proof as possible. Notwithstanding, the
Council spent over 500K per annum on damage repair.
Daniel Aldridge of MidCoast Council elaborated on the type of materials
used and the placement of public facilities to avoid as much anti-social
behaviour as possible.
Christine George, Police District Inspector, said that it was important that all
incidents were reported to the police. In this way they could track the trends.
She pointed out that despite the increased population in our area, according
to the Police statistics, the number of incidents had plateaued. It was noted
that some of the recent incidents had not been reported to the police.
Sgt Stephen Doust advised that youth involved in the pool incident had been
dealt with under the Young Offenders Act and had not come under Police
attention in the last three months. He also advised no fingerprints were
identified on the stolen defibrillator
In reporting the public should be made aware that as much detail as possible
should be given to the police. The public should use the non-emergency
telephone number of 131 444 to make these reports. Hallidays Point is
serviced by the Forster Police.
It was conceded that engagement with the young people in our area was
important and ways and means should be considered to achieve this over
and above those already in place through various clubs and sporting bodies.
Ted Bickford will attempt to address students at Hallidays Point Public
School. John Griffiths undertook to look into creating some sort of task force
under the restructured Neighbourhood Watch Programme to facilitate this,
accepting Stephen Cox’s offer to assist with the process.
Thanks to Bruce White of
the Surf Club for making
this meeting possible, to
the Police, Ted Bickford of
Graffiti Busters, MidCoast
Council and to all those
community
members
who attended and made a
valuable contribution.
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Hallidays Point Community Action Group
Proposed Re-Zoning at North Diamond Beach
Potential For 550 Dwelling Medium Density Development

It may surprise people to hear that actions are presently underway to re-zone land at North
Diamond Beach from Tourist/Visitor (SP3) to medium density residential (R3).
The proposal is seeking re-zoning to allow:

• Medium density • 12 metre (4 storey) height limit • No floor space ratio
The current DA relates to land at 391 Diamond Beach Rd Diamond Beach; however this
development is only one parcel of land to be developed as medium density here - there are 5
other parcels of land at North Diamond Beach seeking this rezoning. This will equate to an
estimated 550 new dwellings in North Diamond Beach and some 4000 car trips per day.
For an area quite remote from local services this causes some serious concern for the existing
community. We understand the need for more housing in our area but have concerns that this
density of residential development in this remote part of Diamond Beach is not appropriate
for our village character.

Some issues that immediately come to mind are:
• the impact of 4 storey medium density on
the village amenity of Diamond Beach
& the north Diamond Beach beachfront
• the adequacy of roads and infrastructure,
• the volume of car movements
via the local Primary school.

• the limited and distant services,
• primary school capacity,
• lifesaving on Diamond Beach
given history of drownings,
• and light pollution impacts
on breeding turtles

The Planning Proposal aims to rezone 6 parcels of land at North Diamond Beach from SP3
Tourist to R3 Medium Density Residential. It also seeks to allow integrated housing subdivision
over land at 391 Diamond Beach Rd. This will enable the development of attached dwellings
such as townhouses and villas up to 4 stories high. The diagram below shows the plan for
development at 391 Diamond Beach Rd which proposes 42 townhouse dwellings as Stage 1.
There is an adjoining Stage 2 which would provide for another 40 townhouses or villas.
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National Simultaneous Storytime

This event is held annually by the Australian
Library and Information Association
(ALIA). Every year a picture book, by an
Australian author and illustrator, is read
simultaneously in libraries, schools, preschools, childcare centres, family homes,
bookshops and many other places. It is a
HALLIDAYS POINT BRANCH
fun event that aims to promote the value of
reading and literacy. This year, come along and enjoy an entertaining reading
of the children’s book, Family Tree, written by Josh Pyke and illustrated by
Ronojoy Ghosh. It is a heartfelt celebration of family, community and the
seasons of life to cherish and share. Join us at Hallidays Point Library for
stories, songs, rhymes and craft on Wednesday 25th May from 10.30am.
Suitable for children 3-5 years old.

Children in the Library

Our regular Storytime for 3-5 yr. old children is every Friday morning at
10.30am, and Baby Rhyme Time for the 0-2 yr. old children is on the 1st and
3rd Wednesday of the month at 10.30am. Parents, caregivers and grandparents
bring the children along for a fun time! Our Easter Storytime concluded this
year with the children making their own Easter bag and collecting some
sweet surprises.

School Holiday Activities

Once again, the holiday activities were well attended. Beautiful room
decorations were created these school holidays in the library, including
creating giant flower blooms and a hot air balloon mobile. Our holiday movie
Clifford the Big Red Dog was also a popular choice. We look forward to more
fun activities next holidays!

May in the Library Gallery - Hold That Thought
by Roderick (Rod) Dayment, Christine Onward,
and Ingrid Horsburgh
These three local artists share a desire to use their
art to imagine what might be rather than what is.
Rod uses his art to explore our planet’s destiny.
He uses acrylics to create beautiful, challenging
works, with brightly coloured pastel landscape
compositions. He depicts how things might evolve
as the world changes through the effects of climate
change. While being both joyful and challenging,
they remind us that what we enjoy needs to be
celebrated, treasured, and preserved.

This action was expected after Hallidays Point Community Action Group and many others
made submissions expressing concern when the DA for 391 Diamond Beach Rd was out for
public comment in August last year. HPCAG requested information from Council under
the Government Information Procurement Act
(GIPA) for information relating to a Planning
Proposal to seek rezoning of this land. Council
rejected this request on the grounds that it
might interfere with Council officers assessing
the proposal. HPCAG referred this finding
to the Information and Privacy Commission
(IPC) who rejected all three reasons given by
Council and advised Council to make a new
decision.
The Planning Proposal was forwarded to
HPCAG, and we are waiting for Council to
Area in question marked SP3.
consider sending it on to State Government.
At this point in time the re-zoning plan is pending and not open for public comment. However
HPCAG believes that it is such a major development that the Hallidays Point community
needs to be made aware of the significant implications and have time to consider it. Tell your
friends, discuss it over a beer at the club. If you know a person qualified in Town Planning, see
if they will get involved. When this is publicly exhibited, it will only be for a couple of weeks,
and we will need to be ready to have our voices heard.
Hallidays Point Community Action Group

Christine uses her art to reflect her imaginary
sea journeys. She loves to collect images of
all the different approaches to painting that
she can find as she researches her art. She
felt so overwhelmed by the beauty of Old
Bar after moving there, that she wanted
to take it with her in her art and somehow
give this emotion immortality. Christine
is the whisperer of colours and harmony
of shapes. Her creations encompass not
only her passion for colours, but also an
extraordinary sense of optimism and inner
healing. Her interests include nature photography, and painting art in the
surrealist and naive style using Gouache on Paper and canvas. Christine
encourages everyone to engage in making art. 'Don't chase rainbows, paint
them and the world will begin to smile for you'.
Ingrid uses oils to record and relive
dreamlike sensations, and her sensations of
the places she has experienced. She attempts
to fuse her sensations and experiences into
a composition that evokes the memory of a
time or emotion. The colour in her work is
exaggerated and has a dreamlike, skewed,
and odd perspective.

On display 2 May – 27 May.
Library Hours: Monday-Friday 10am- 5pm
and Saturday 10am-12pm. We are closed for Public Holidays.
This Magical
Structure
of driftwood
and other
beach material
appeared
mysteriously
at the
south end of
Diamond Beach
over Easter.
Photo by
Graham Studd

JOIN THE CONVERSATION AT
HALLIDAYS POINT
As part of our region-wide Community Conversations
program, we’re visiting Hallidays Point to chat about
how we can work together to achieve more in your
community.
We want to hear from you about the things that
matter to you and your community... you’ll have an
opportunity to talk directly with our team, meet your
new Councillors, and learn about what we have
planned for your area.

LOCAL
COMMUNITY

The Kranky Goat, Tallwoods Country Club,
The Boulevard, Tuesday 10 May

6-8pm

CONVERSATIONS
Scan the QR code for more information, to tell us
what you’d like to discuss when we visit, and to find
other conversations taking place across the region.
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Art in the Area
Hold That Thought

May 2022

May in the library gallery brings us an eclectic mix of paintings
by three local artists. Roderick (Rod) Dayment who uses his art to
explore our planet’s destiny, Christine Onward who uses her art to
reflect her imaginary sea journeys and Ingrid Horsburgh who uses
her art to record and relive the dreamlike sensations of her life’s
experiences.
These three local artists share a desire to use their art to show us what might be rather than
what is. They all have an earlier art background in depicting reality but have moved to use their
art to show a true reflection of what is.
Rod lives at Black Head with his
partner and their dog. He began
his artistic career doodling and
sketching to while away the
hours sitting in court. Once he
retired from his career in crime
(he was a police detective) he
started creating beautiful pastel
landscape compositions. In the
last few years, he has moved
into acrylics and has filled his
part of the garage which he
shares with his talented partner Jenny, a fabric artist/seamstress, with brightly coloured and
challenging works. Together, they spend time on the cutting edge of artistic creation. Rod seeks
to find a look to a work that is away from what you would expect. He depicts how things
might evolve as the world changes through the effects of climate change. For example, one
work depicts a bright, delightful stream overshadowed by a weirdly coloured, foreboding sky.
It reminds us that what we enjoy needs to be celebrated, treasured, and preserved.
Christine started painting to
balance out the intensity of her
study in psychology.
She researches her subject
before she begins what will
ultimately be an art collection.
She loves collecting images of
all the different approaches to
painting that she can find. The
idea of painting boats and the
ocean started for her when life’s
journey took her to Old Bar.
She felt so overwhelmed by the beauty of the place that she wanted to take it with her in her
art and somehow give this emotion immortality. Christine Onward is the whisperer of colors
and harmony of shapes. Her creations encompass not only her passion for colors, but also
an extraordinary sense of optimism and inner healing. Christine's interests spread across a
number of domains including nature photography, painting art in a surrealist and naive style.
“Don't chase rainbows, paint them and the world will begin to smile for you” is her message'.
As a member of the Hastings Valley Fine Art Association and Great Lakes Art Society since
2020, she has works exhibited in their Forster and Port Macquarie galleries. Other works are
exhibited in private galleries, including The Oracle, Broadbeach, Queensland. Her career in
psychology seemed to take a back seat as she has become increasingly successful, and her work
loved by so many in our area.
Similarly, Ingrid uses memories
of places or sensations that she
has experienced and attempts
to fuse them into a composition
that evokes the memory of that
time or emotion. The colour
in the work is exaggerated and
has a dreamlike skewed and
odd perspective. Her travel
paintings are executed in a
whimsical, dream-like genre
as exotic travel is just a dream
at the moment. Paintings of local scenes show how she feels about what she sees around
Black Head and surrounds. Ingrid has arrived at this point in her artistic journey after having
dabbled in watercolours, pen and ink, Texta, and pastels. She has potted, scratch boarded and
printed but she always comes back to the idea that any medium is just not as enjoyable as oils.
So, with a mix like that you have to come and see where these artists are now; their exhibition
is at the library from 2 May until 27 May.
Story by Fred Bullen
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Archibald Prize
Exhibition
is Coming to Taree

Australia’s favourite portrait exhibition, the Archibald Prize, will be coming to Manning
Regional Art Gallery in July 2022 as part of the tour throughout New South Wales and Victoria.
The showcase provides a valuable opportunity for the widespread MidCoast community to see
all the finalists in the Archibald Prize 2021 which last year celebrated its 100th year.
One of Australia’s oldest and most prestigious art awards, the portraits feature many prominent
figures of Australian culture, from politicians to celebrities, sporting heroes to artists, and are
judged by the Art Gallery of NSW Trustees.
For the first time, there is gender parity for artists selected as Archibald finalists: 26 women
and 26 men.

Winner Archibald Prize 2021 - Peter Wegner
Portrait of Guy Warren at 100 oil on canvas,
120.5 x 151.5 cm - © the artist
Photo: AGNSW, Jenni Carter
Sitter: Guy Warren

In the centenary year of the Archibald, a
portrait by Peter Wegner of 100-year-old
artist Guy Warren (himself an Archibald
winner in 1985) took out the prize.
“This is a favourite show for our regional
audience, it has it all, history, tradition,
celebrity and even controversy,” said
Manager of Growth Economic Development
& Tourism, Deb Tuckerman.
“The Archibald Prize captures the changing
face of Australia and creates conversations
about the way artists see themselves or
develop a sitter’s character on canvas. The
Gallery has hosted the Prize many times, and
we are so excited to be partnering with the
Art Gallery of NSW to bring the Archibald
Prize to Taree once again.”

Manning Regional Art Gallery will host the exhibition
from 8 July to 21 August 2022.
For more information, please visit Art Gallery of NSW | Art Gallery of NSW
and Manning Regional Art Gallery Home
- Manning Regional Art Gallery (nsw.gov.au)

Money Matters

Producing Income in Retirement

The sustained period of the lowest interest rates in
history has presented challenges for retirees who rely
on fixed interest income to live off. This has resulted
in investors taking on portfolios that have a range
of assets, so that capital appreciation and increasing
dividends counter the low returns from traditional
fixed interest investments.
For those on part age pensions, strategies that increased age pension
payments to help meet the cost of living were sought. At times I had to reign
in some retirees who were ready to clean out their bank deposits chasing a
better return explaining that a bank deposit needed to be treated as a product
rather than an investment. I explained that banks accounts are the safety net
for access and meeting sudden unbudgeted costs. Much of this is soon to
change.
Fixed Interest fund managers or those managing conservative portfolios are
expecting gradual increase in interest rates.
In recent times, it was far more difficult delivering a worthwhile return from
a conservative portfolio compared to balanced or growth portfolios which
have a higher exposure to domestic and overseas shares due to the low yields
from fixed interest securities.
Share markets overseas have retreated from their recent highs and while
Australian Shares and Listed Property have performed better, this has been
patchy where stock selection in portfolios has really counted.

What does this mean strategy wise?
The rising yield from fixed interest securities and bonds will increase the
attractiveness of annuities.
To explain more, for those on part pensions, an annuity offers favourable
assessment under the income and assets tests and with the option of a
guaranteed base income payment that some providers offer with “plus RBA
cash rate”, it means that as interest rates rise, the income of the annuity
increases but without changing the favourable discounted asset value that
determines the age pension entitlement.
It also prudent for investors who are getting up in age, to review their risk
appetite.
Where there was little choice but to be in growth or balanced portfolios,
investors will soon be able to take some volatility off the table knowing that
increased returns from the fixed interest side of the assets pie-chart will
compensate for lower exposure to assets such as shares and property.
What about those with loans and acquiring property?
It might be time to seriously think about locking in borrowing rates for longer
terms or at least splitting the loan portfolio with part variable so that offset
accounts can be used to advantage, with the remainder fixed as a counter to
the rising mortgage rates expected.
Historically rising interest rates has slowed demand for property as borrowers
get a bit more cautious but where things are different now, there is still a
supply issue with rental returns still attractive even with higher interest rates
to contend with.
The information in this article is of a general nature only and no reliance
can be taken from the information when making financial decisions without
seeking individual advice from a Financial Planner or Adviser.
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Hallidays Point
Garden Club

May 2022

The sun was out for the March meeting held at the home of
Christine and Bob Ricketts with 27 members, 14 apologies and
2 visitors.
Graham Saunders thanked the Ricketts for hosting the meeting. Annie Mayne explained that
Garden Clubs of Australia is conducting a Weed Scan Project and is asking interested gardeners
across Australia to send in photos of weeds to be identified, classified and catalogued.
Bathurst Open Gardens will happen again in September and current Covid conditions make
a November road trip to New England Gardens feasible, most likely for the first week in
November. A trip to Comboyne on October 8/9th is also being planned.
The "Show and Tell" plants were passed around - the white bat plant with its monstrous leaf
and the long whiskers on its exotic flower which just doesn't look real; blue mist spyria; catalpa;
Swedish ivy.
The Lucky Door Prize was won by Anne Visser.

Christine spoke about their lovely garden. All the rain had made it difficult to prepare for
today's meeting, but it looked gorgeous with lots of colour wherever one looked. The Ricketts
have been here for 11 years and have finally ridded the boundary of all the casuarinas. The
additions since the club's last meeting here include the rose arbour, two new ponds, the water
feature just off the verandah and the new driveway.
Norm Maberly-Smith was the Guest Speaker. Norm and Allison came off a grazing property at
Inverell to settle in Hallidays Point four years ago. Norm's topic for the day was his experience
in establishing a fodder factory on the Inverell property. Using malting barley to grow green
feed for cattle and sheep under this system saw 1kg of feed grow to 8kg in a week. A computer
program controlled both water supply and temperature with the temperature maintained at
22 degrees. Liquid nutrient was supplied to the growing feed which was 30% protein. The
operation was carried out inside an 8-bay shed. Some problems encountered were mould
because of humidity and also weevils in the grain stored in the silos. Cattle loved the feed, but
the sheep weren't so keen. Norm concluded it was all a great learning experience but decided in
the end it was not a cost-effective operation. Thank you, Norm, for a really interesting delivery.
For Garden Club enquiries, please contact Annie Mayne on 6559 2570
or annietheaussie@bigpond.com

Wildlife Friendly Gardening
In Praise of Pollinators!

We all know about the European honey bee and its vital role as a
provider of honey and an essential pollinator of crops and orchards. But
did you know that Australia has over 1,700 native bee species that are
also vitally important for the survival of our native plants? These vary in
size from the tiny stingless bee to the larger blue banded, teddy bear and carpenter bees. And
in between are a range of other species some of which look more like wasps or flies than bees.
Different species of native bees create their nests in different environments. Stingless bees
build their hives in hollows of older trees whilst the solitary blue banded, and teddy bear bees
build their nests in clay banks. Carpenter bees meanwhile cut burrows into grass trees and
other soft timbers.
Native bees play an essential role in pollinating our native flora, from the mightiest forests to
the smallest ground orchids. However evidence is mounting that our native bees are in serious
trouble. Scientists estimate that the 2019-20 bushfires have driven at least 11 species close to
extinction and there is a lack of significant information about many others.
Habitat loss, pesticide use, bushfires and possibly the long rain events are all taking a toll.
There are concerns that if we lose our native bees, then there will be a cascading loss of a
significant number of native plants as well.
As gardeners we can do something about this.

May 2022
Planting native bee friendly plants is
critical. These do not have to purely natives,
although it helps to have plants flowering all
year round. Generally native bees prefer blue
or purple flowers although mauve, pink,
yellow and white are also attractive. Planting
en masse will make it easier for the bees but
if your block is too small, co-operating with
your neighbours in your garden design can
Teddy Bear Bee
still provide good food sources.
Different flowers provide food for different bees. Some native bees have short
tongues and like shallow flowers such as tea tree (leptospermum), daisies, and
eucalypt blossom. Others such as the blue banded and teddy bear bees have
long tongues and like tubular flowers such as Westringia, lavender, rosemary
and salvia. Some of our native bees, such as the blue banded, teddy bear
and carpenter bees are ‘buzz pollinators’, which means that their buzzing
vibrates the flowers making the pollen shoot out. This type of pollination is
important for plants in the genus Solanum (including tomatoes, blueberries
and potatoes and native plants such as kangaroo apple) and Hibbertia (a
range of 150 shrubs with buttercup type flowers).
Dandelions provide a great food sources for stingless and red reed bees, so it
is worth allowing some to flower in your garden (they are also edible for us
humans either cooked or in salads!).
Some plants to consider include the following: Abelia grandiflora (a medium
shrub with masses of white flowers loved by blue-banded, teddy bear and
carpenter bees); Buddleja (as well as the flowers, leaf cutter bees use the soft
leaves for their nests); Callistemon (can be used as hedges or ground covers
and beloved by many native bees and birds); Daisies of all sorts, including
non-natives; Grevillias (from prostrate to tall shrubs and also loved by many
native bees and birds); Lavender, Thyme, Basil and other herbs (especially
loved by blue-banded bees); Leptospermum (Tea tree); Melaleuca (from
small shrubs to small trees and attracting many different native bees and
birds); Westringia (or native rosemary, hardy, flowers all year round, and
particularly loved by blue banded and teddy bear bees); Eucalyptus and
Angophora (as well as flowers, an important source of resin for stingless bees
and resin bees); Roses and wisteria (Leafcutter Bees will make use of leaves
to construct nest cells for their young).
Another major consideration in creating a bee friendly garden is the
avoidance of insecticides as these can kill bees as well as pest insects.
Providing Bee Hotels is an added way to help out these important hard
working little natives.
For more information, a useful site is Aussie Bee
(https://www.aussiebee.com.au).
Kym Kilpatrick

Diamond Beach
Rural Fire Brigade
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As we head into the winter cooler months, fire permits
are now not required but, if you’re thinking of doing
a few pile burns you will still need to notify all your neighbours 24 hours
before you light up as well as Mid Coast RFS on midcoast.district@rfs.nsw.
gov.au
Make sure you have a water supply handy, and you must stay with the fire at
all times until it is extinguished.
Nine members from our brigade have returned from a 5 to 10-day
deployment at Lismore, cleaning up after the big floods they had up there. I
would just like to thank all of them for the great job they did under extreme
circumstances working in the rain and mud most of the time.

Leo Fransen, Senior Deputy Captain
Diamond Beach Community Engagement Officer.
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See Anzac Day 2022
Highlights
on Page 22
New Taree
Headspace Centre
Opens

Young people across the Manning-Great Lakes
region will now have easier access to mental health services with the opening
of a new Headspace centre in Taree.
TAREE HEADSPACE
Opening Hours: Monday to Friday from 9am
PHONE NUMBER: (02) 6539 3440
ADDRESS: 101A Pulteney Street, Taree (First Floor use stairs or lift)
EMAIL: headspacetaree@samaritans.org.au
WEB: https://headspace.org.au/headspace-centres/taree/
Minister for Health and Aged Care, Greg Hunt, said young people had been
affected significantly by the impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic, and access
to mental health services and support was more important than ever.
“We know that the pandemic and the measures taken to contain it have
been incredibly difficult and stressful for many Australians, and particularly
younger Australians,” Minister Hunt said.
“That is why we are prioritising mental health support, ensuring that young
people have access to care to help them recover and reach their full potential
as we continue to reopen the nation.”
Minister for Regional Health and Federal Member for Lyne Dr David
Gillespie visited the new Pulteney Street centre on to officially open the
service and encourage young
people to get in touch.
Dr Gillespie said the local
Headspace would deliver
services right across the region.
“The doors are open; the team
here are offering onsite mental
health services, vocational
education, general healthcare,
alcohol and other drug support
for young people right across
PHN CEO Richard Nankervis,
the region, through face-to-face
Dr David Gillespie,
and telehealth solutions,” Dr Felicity Scott Samaritans Foundation
Gillespie said.
“Headspace is recognised by young people, their families and communities
as a trusted source of care and has played a vital role in ensuring young
Australians receive support during these challenging times.
“The Taree community has been calling for this service and I am proud to
be part of a Government which is delivering this support where it’s needed.”
The Headspace network is at the heart of the Federal Coalition Government’s
vision for youth primary mental healthcare, with services co-designed with
young people to ensure they are relevant, accessible and highly effective.
Young Australians needing support can access free services through their
local headspace or online through eheadspace (https://headspace.org.au/
eheadspace)
Anyone experiencing distress can seek immediate advice and support
through Lifeline (13 11 14), Kids Helpline (1800 55 1800), or the
Government’s digital mental health gateway,
Head to Health www.headtohealth.gov.au

Taree Universities
Campus

May 2022

After a month that brought us opportunities
in abundance, we suddenly find ourselves in April and again, looking ahead
to an exciting few weeks jam packed with events for local students.
Did you know that it's not too late to commence university study this year?
Semester Two applications are now open for most courses. We encourage
you to check out the websites for universities currently offering courses in
your area of interest (and if you need help aligning a study path to local
career opportunities, you can always reach out to our resident Careers
Advisor, Ben Archer).
It's amazing how things seem to come full circle here at TUC - I recently
visited Chatham High to meet with the indomitable Chloe Campbell, Dux
of 2021. After spending months working with many mature age students
through our Campus - those who had left school some time ago, or who are
looking to retrain and upskill - it was exciting to then see the other side of the
University pathway: the next generation of potential graduates in our region!
As a team, we constantly remark on the sheer amount of potential tucked
away on the MidCoast; the future is bright as we continue
to connect more local visionaries with the degrees that
will enable them to realise their potential.
Until next month, which will undoubtedly be just as full
Donna Ballard
of promise as this one!

Youth Award Nominations Open

Do you know an outstanding young person? If you do, why not nominate
them for a 2022 MidCoast Youth Award?
Open to anyone aged 18-24 living, working, or studying in the MidCoast local
government area, the awards recognise achievements in the arts, community
service, leadership, sports, wellbeing, resilience, and entrepreneurship.
Last year, Hailey Trudgeon
won a wellbeing award for
her ‘narrative therapy’ work
helping children tell their
stories about the fires in Old
Bar. Hailey is just one of
thirteen local talents to win a
$250 cash prize.
“Young people like Hailey
are the heart and soul of our
community,” said Mayor
Claire Pontin.
“It’s so important we recognise the fantastic contributions young people
make in our community every day.”
Nominations for the 2022 MidCoast Youth Awards are open until Sunday
26 June. The awards are an initiative of MidCoast Council and Taree PCYC
with support from local service providers and businesses.
For more information, go to www.midcoast.nsw.gov.au/youthawards.
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Kiddies Hut

What a great morning the children, families and Educators
of Kiddies Hut had at our recent Easter Hat Parade.

We were so lucky to have a couple of hours break from the rain, with some
beautiful sunshine, for us to share in the fun together.

The children always get a thrill from parading their beautiful hats in front of everyone, but
the highlight is the Easter Bunny paying a visit and leaving eggs everywhere for them to find,
enjoying the company of each other during the morning, and some yummy Hot Cross Buns,
topped off a great morning.
Natalie Wilson

Seniors Card Now Digital
for Those who Choose to Opt in

Seniors living in the Myall Lakes can
now access their Seniors and Seniors
Savers Card digitally via the Service
NSW app for the first time since its
introduction in 1992.
Member for Myall Lakes, Stephen
Bromhead said the Seniors and Seniors
Saver Cards have been incredibly
important for easing the cost of living in
NSW for 30 years.
“Now, for the first time, Seniors will be
able to access the card via the Service
NSW app, meaning there is one less
thing for them to carry around with
them,” Mr Bromhead said.
“This will make life easier for our seniors
today and our seniors tomorrow, who
are growing more accustomed to using technology rather than using a physical card.”
The digital Seniors and Seniors Savers Cards join a raft of other digital initiatives through the
Service NSW app with programs like Dine & Discover NSW and the Digital Driver Licence.
The rollout follows a successful pilot with 4,000 participants, with the vast majority giving it
the thumbs up. This now brings this service, which has been beneficial for easing the cost of
living for seniors since 1992, into the twenty-first century.
When this initiative was first introduced by the then Premier of NSW, John Fahey, 250,000
seniors had access to discounts and rebates from 320 goods and service providers.
Now, it is one of the largest programs of its kind in Australia, with 1.8 million seniors able to
access discounts and rebates at more than 6,500 shops, travel, entertainment and professional
services.
The digital cards will be opt-in only and customers will continue to receive a physical card.
To find instructions on how to add a digital Seniors or Senior Savers Card to the Service NSW
app or to learn more visit service.nsw.gov.au/campaign/nsw-seniors-card-program.

THT FINANCIAL
Your local Independent

Financial Adviser
• Superannuation
including SMSF
• Investments
• Insurance
admin@thtfinancial.com.au • Retirement Planning
• Centrelink Planning
thtfinancial.com.au
• Estate Planning
• Loans
• Cash flow advice

02 6559 3051
0450 605 065

Contact us today to arrange a no cost
obligation free meeting
THT Financial Pty Ltd is a corporate authorised representative of
Lifespan Pty Ltd (AFSL 229892)
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T h e L i ons C lub of Ha l li d ays Point An Update of Activities
From the President
March Dinner Meeting

On Thursday 24th March we held our March Dinner Meeting at
Black Head SLSC and were treated to a delicious variety of curries
made by Francina Mills. Thanks to Francina, Rose and Mary for
setting up the food for service.
Congratulations to Michelle Innes, Rod Innes and Mark Harrison
for their Induction into the Club at the social dinner. We welcome
their involvement in our Club activities.

Congratulations!

President
Vaughn Parker

L:R - Sally Herrero, Lion Muareen Timmins, Lion Deb Schmitzer, District Inspector
Timothy Bayly, Lion Norm Maberly-Smith, Lion Vonnie Card and Dorrie Skerratt
Lions Deb Schmitzer, Maureen Timmins, Vonnie Card and Norm Maberly-Smith along with
two of the quilt makers, Sally Herrero & Dorrie Skerratt, attended the Forster Police Station on
Thursday 23rd March to be presented with a Certificate of Appreciation from Manning Great
Lakes Police District in recognition of the 415 handmade quilts, blankets and teddy bears
donated to the Police District. The items were made by members of the Hallidays Point Lions
Comfort Quilts and Rugs, Hallidays Point Quilters, Hallidays Point Craft Group, Halliday
Shores Craft Group and other individuals.

Hallidays Point
Combined Probus Inc.

Page 13

The fury of the Pacific Ocean in Black Head Bay
had subsided when 49 members and 5 guests arrived at the surf club for the
Vote of Thanks
April meeting, with the view from the windows showing the bay to be at peace
Thanks to all our members who were
with itself following huge waves whipped up by strong onshore winds and
available to assist at Brickfest held at the
heavy rainfall during the previous week causing some local beach erosion.
Tuncurry High School Campus on 20th
Our club welcomes visitors, and on this occasion, Russell and Robyn Smith,
March. Our members were involved in
the cooking of sausages and the selling of drinks to assist with the fund- Stephanie Coomer and Matt Diloso were visiting for the first time, together
with Janet Mooney, a former member returning to renew acquaintances.
raising of the Hallidays Point Public School P&C.
As it turned out the weather was very kind to us and allowed us to conduct President Lynette Hester’s word for the month – Refresh – was appropriate in
the circumstances following the recent rains which had refreshed the Hallidays
these activities without getting wet.
Point region and beyond. Lynette invited members to look for ways to refresh
This event was a successful venture for the school P&C.
the club, to add vitality and to make it more inviting and engaging, such as by
the further development of sub-groups like the Book Club.
April Car Boot Sale
The Tower of London was the subject of the regular
We finally had the car boot sale in April
10-minute presentation, delivered eloquently by
seeing that the previous one had to be
member Christine Bates, supported by husband
cancelled due to the wet weather. Thanks
and Vice President, Alan, managing the PowerPoint
to all those who volunteered. It all went
technology.
pretty smoothly despite initial fears that
the weather would also impact this event.
Their story revolves around a friendship developed
Food sales went well with egg and bacon
with Mick and Carmel Cassons, Mick being a
sandwiches being a popular choice.
‘Beefeater’, a nickname given to the tower’s Yeoman
Warders, whom they met in the Throne Room at
Our next car boot sales are scheduled for
the tower on their first trip to the UK in 1990. After
Sunday 1st May and Sunday 5th June.
a wink and a nudge, Christine photographed Alan
If you wish to book a site you’ll need to
sitting on the throne, with Mick standing alongside. Returning after a 4-week
phone Norm on 0493 054 916.
European tour to present Mick with photos from their earlier visit, the very
grateful Mick gave his visitors the experience of a lifetime – unfettered access to
Krambach
several rooms within the tower not normally accessible by the general public,
The new date for the Lions
including spaces with the headstones of Anne Boleyn, Thomas Cromwell and
Krambach
get-together
Katherine Howard, and a cache containing the tomb of Thomas Moore. The
is Tuesday 3rd May from
friendship was nurtured with further visits to the UK in 1993 and 2012.
6:00pm. Hopefully we’ll
be able to have more of
our members involved
in this event which is a
great opportunity to meet
members of other Lions Clubs from around the Manning Great Lakes area
and raise money for Dementia Research.
A BBQ dinner will be provided by the Krambach Hall Committee.

Men’s Shed

The purchase of the land from the Woodwards
settled on 22nd March. The club is now the proud
owner of an approx. 4000sqm block of land for
the men's shed. Huge thanks to Steve Anderson
for all the work that he has done in liaising with
all parties to bring this to fruition. Also thanks
to the members of the Men’s Shed Committee for
the work they’ve done in the initial planning. It
has been a massive job.
Steve Anderson is now following up with LSW Surveyors to discuss the
detailed design process with a view to having a meeting shortly thereafter,
discussing the way forward and who will be doing what, task-wise.
Vaughn Parker, President
The Certificate of Appreciation was presented by District Inspector Timothy Bayly, who stated
"These items are greatly appreciated by local police officers who can provide them to victims
and witnesses - children and adults - in need of comfort and warmth as visits to police stations
can often be an unexpected and daunting experience.
Police are also aware that teddy bears have a positive developmental impact on children and
can be a great tool to reduce stress and anxiety.
All police attached to the Manning Great Lakes Police District extend their thanks not only for
the time put into making these beautiful items but also the generous purchasing of materials
to make them."

A fantastic achievement.

Supporting

The invited guest presentation following morning tea was a performance and
discussion by local performing artist Timothy Ohl titled: Affecting Sound
Waves to Effect the Body. Timothy used three perspex pyramids and a varied
range of sound and other associated equipment (see photo) to demonstrate the
impact of sound waves on the human body. The performance commenced with
Timothy seated inside the larger of the three pyramids, using his equipment to
set in motion a series of sound waves and vibrations. These sounds continued
when he exited the pyramid, the sound having been absorbed into his own
body resulting in a transformed state that led to an unusual dance routine. In
the discussion that followed, some members of the audience acknowledged
that they could feel the vibrations. Timothy indicated that he was on a path of
discovery, looking into the effect of different sound frequencies on the body,
with the longer-term objective of investigating the healing properties of sound
and vibration.
We meet on the first Tuesday of the month
(except January) and visitors are welcome to
attend. The guest presentation on the 3rd of
May meeting will be a history of the Black
Head Surf Life Saving Club by Surf Life Saving
Australia life member, John Edstein OAM.
See inside the back cover of this issue for
contact details for the club,
and for further information,
visit the club’s website - search for Hallidays Point Probus Club
and follow the resulting link.
Ian Campbell, Publicity Officer
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Hallidays Point
Senior Citizens Assoc.

Our Easter hamper raffle drawn on 9 April
was a great success, thanks to the very kind
contributions from our members and Pamela
May from the quilting group who generously
donated two beautifully hand-crafted quilts.
A very big thank you to Sharyn Atkins who donated a three-night getaway at
the Diamond Beach Resort, worth $540.00. It certainly was a draw card and
very much appreciated.
Thanks to Peta and Galina who took the time to sell the raffle tickets and
thanks to Tina Purdon who did a wonderful job persuading passers-by to
purchase tickets. Thanks also to Topsy Marshall and Topsy's daughter-inlaw and grandchildren who helped out on the day, even though they were
on holidays.
Last, but not least, thanks to all those generous people who purchased tickets
on the day.
Don’t forget that we are still looking for new bingo players to come and enjoy
a spirited game with our enthusiastic regulars. Also, any regulars who haven’t
ventured back, we miss you! Bingo is on the first Monday of the months at
the Community Centre. Please contact Peta on 0409 884 445.
We had a great day out last month on the one beautiful day between rain
storms for what seemed like weeks. Cattai Wetlands were spectacular, water
lilies as far as the eye could see. Then on to beautiful Crystalline Pottery and
then lunch at the Coopernook hotel.
This month we’re off to Bulahdelah to visit the museum on Tuesday 10 May
and lunch after. The sign on sheet is on the board at the Community Centre.

This is an oldie but a goodie.

Checking out at the store, the young
cashier suggested to the much older
lady that she should bring her own
grocery bags, because plastic bags
are not good for the environment.
The woman apologised to the
young girl and explained, “We
didn’t have this “green thing” back
in my earlier days.”
The young clerk responded, “That’s our problem today. Your generation did
not care enough to save our environment for future generations.”
The older lady said that she was right – our generation didn’t have the “green
thing” in its day. The older lady went on to explain:
Back then, we returned milk, soft drink, and beer bottles to the store. The
store sent them back to the plant to be washed and sterilized and refilled,
so it could use the same bottles over and over. So, they really were recycled.
Grocery stores bagged our groceries in brown paper bags (or you had your
own string bags) that we reused for numerous things. Most memorable
besides household garbage bags was the use of brown paper bags as book
covers for our schoolbooks. This was to ensure that public property (the
books provided for our use by the school) was not defaced by our scribblings.
Then we were able to personalise our books on the brown paper covers. We
made paste out of flour and water.
We walked up stairs because we didn’t have an escalator in every store
and office building. We walked to the grocery store and didn’t climb into a
300-horsepower machine every time we had to go two blocks.
To be continued
Happy Mother’s Day!
Gail Phair

Cooking
Corner

v

I’ve just recently returned from
an overseas holiday, and I think
airline food has gotten worse. The
concoction they called curry and
the stodgy rice served was definitely
a miss. Has anyone had a great meal on a plane? Well it turns out maybe
not. Scientists say that up in the air your taste buds and sense of smell are
affected. At 30,000 feet humidity drops to 12%, dryer than a desert. The
pressure in the cabin also plays a big part in our loss of taste and the constant
background noise also block our senses. This means our taste buds become
less perceptive and food just doesn’t taste great. A lot of airlines have adapted
their recipes and food is slowly becoming better. Maybe my next flight will
be nicer.
This month I have been cooking so much Mexican. It’s the flavour of the day
at the moment. I see so many Mexican restaurants popping up and we are
lucky to have two close by in Forster.
Avocados are so cheap at the moment, and I’ve been buying them by the
dozen.
Guacamole and corn chips are perfect with a spicy margarita after work.
I have been experimenting with Taquitos at home and they have been a hit.
A taquito is a small, rolled tortilla filled and then shallow fried. They also
work great in the air fryer. The fillings are endless. Left over BBQ chicken
with cheese and tomato. Spice it up with some chilli, lime or jalapeños. You
can mix in Smokey BBQ sauce or make your own salsa. Cream cheese is
really good too.
Leftover roast pork or beef would be great or make it vegetarian with beans
or corn. Or both. Coriander, adobo sauce and cumin are traditional flavours
along with crumbly cheddar. If you can get your hands on some Mexican
cheese (Queso Fresco) then you will be in for a treat. It is hard to find around
our area though.
I’m yet to attempt any Mexican deserts but I love churros and if I had more
spare time, I’d try to make them.
It’s been very busy in the restaurant, so I don’t cook anything complicated
at home, Mexican food is perfect that way. It’s quick and tasty and simple
enough to whip up in 20 minutes.
We have been making a lot of wonderful specials at work. With our team
of chefs, we create some wonderful things. There are so many cuisines, and
we try to recreate some of the flavours of the world. Our customers love the
variety and I’m sure the other staff have enjoyed being our taste testers.
Maybe some Mexican dishes will be on offer next.
I hope everyone has an amazing month ahead. Happy cooking everyone.
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Dr David GILLESPIE
THE NATIONALS FOR LYNE

NOW UNDERWAY: $4.5 MILLION
FAILFORD ROAD UPGRADES
AND $4 MILLION BLACKHEAD ROAD
ROUNDABOUT
Work has now started on two major road upgrades for the
Hallidays Point area.
The $4 million safety upgrades at Blackhead Road and
The Lakes Way intersection are delivering a three-leg
roundabout, including traffic calming, line marking,
lighting and signage.
Motorists can see important upgrades also happening on
Failford Road at the busy intersection with the Pacific
Highway, to reduce accidents.
Federal funding of $3.6 million will see safety features installed
including flexible wire rope barriers and audio-tactile line
marking on the edges and down the centre of Failford Road.

BLACKHEAD ROAD IMPROVEMENTS
Federal funding of $1.45 million was secured for
improvements to Blackhead Road near Diamond
Beach Road. These are further critical safety upgrades for
this popular thoroughfare for residents and holidaymakers.

Mexican Guacamole

(perfect with a Taquito or corn chips.)
Ripe avocados are essential.
•
1/4 cup finely minced red onion
•
3 ripe avocados
•
1 1/2 tablespoons fresh lime juice (or lemon juice)
•
1 large tomato, deseeded and diced
•
1/4 cup coriander leaves and tender stems, chopped
•
1/2 teaspoon ground cumin, optional
•
1/2 teaspoon salt, or more to taste
Mash your avocados with a fork and then fold in all other ingredients. A
secret ingredient I like to add is 2 teaspoons of very finely diced pickled
jalapeños
Happy Cooking, Chef Sacha
chef.sacha@hallidayspointnews.org

SUPPORTING RAINBOW FLAT
The Rainbow Flat community will get a new Community Hall after securing $742,125 in Federal funding.
The Federal Coalition Government will invest in this essential infrastructure to ensure locals have a safe place for evacuation in times
of crisis, and a place to meet and build a stronger, more resilient community.

Dr David GILLESPIE
THE NATIONALS FOR LYNE

He Listens. He Cares. He Delivers.

Wauchope Office
02 6586 4462

Taree Office
02 6557 8910

144 Victoria Street, Taree, NSW 2430

david.gillespie.mp@aph.gov.au
david_gillespie_mp

Authorised by David Gillespie, The Nationals, 43 High Street, Wauchope NSW 2446

Corner of High and Hastings Streets, Wauchope, NSW 2446

DavidGillespieMP

davegillespiemp
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TOFS

TOFS MC’s March trip, held on Friday 25 March
2022 was to the beautiful Long Point Vineyard &
Winery at Lake Cathie.
We stopped at Moorland Cottage to enjoy morning
tea with the knowledge of its renowned Devonshire
teas, and it did not disappoint.
After a small diversion due to road works, we were greeted by our host,
Anastasia on arrival at Long Point Vineyard. Being of Russian, Ukrainian &
German descent, Anastasia began her introduction with a brief explanation
of her background before providing a general overview of the operation of
the winery. Like so many, Anastasia reflected on the challenges of Covid and
that of either too much or too little rainfall as she began to introduce the
tasting session.
Anastasia presented a most enjoyable “Bubbles” to start the tasting session,
this was followed by a Chardonnay, then their Deckchair White before
moving on to the red selection. The first of these was labelled a Duet 2018,
a blend of Merlot and Cabernet followed by the Petit Verdot, described as
bursting with flavours of dark fruits, balanced with hints of vanilla oak. As
a common beer drinker much of the tasting session was based on remarks
by the more experienced, however the 3.5% Ginger Beer was a personal
standout.
The next sample being a liqueur described as ‘dangerously delicious’ and
labelled as “Agent Orange” raised a few comments which was followed by
a Sublime, described as a mouth-watering blend of lime juice, zest, white
wine and aged brandy spirit also prompted a mixed response. Anastasia then
completed the tasting session with a blend of Tawny and Muscat port being,
named after the high rocky outcrop “Jolly Nose” that lies just south of the
vineyard.
With the wine tasting finished, it was time to prepare the BBQ after a
considerable input towards the lighting procedure. Within no time at all,
the cooks were soon under instruction by the owners of the various steaks
and snags during the cooking process before it became evident that some
had become fixated on a particular steak. It became clear that a large cut
owned by Norm (307), had won the observers steak award and will no doubt
influence the future choice of cuts for later trips.
After an enjoyable lunch, another gripping story from Dennis (314) during
his taxi career following the epic taxi trip to Canberra. However, being
questioned as a suspect getaway driver by Police, this one was even more
exciting as Dennis explained that his only connection to this robbery was

Take Five
Sacrifice

With the celebration of ANZAC Day and Easter
during this month, the meaning of Sacrifice has not
been far from our minds. Whether this be the lives
of men and women who died defending our country
(or the bravery being shown in Ukraine even today), or the sacrificial death
of Jesus on the cross.
While plotting the death of Jesus, Caiaphas the High Priest commented
that it was “expedient that one man should die for the nation”. He saw the
teachings of Jesus as an excuse the Romans could use to finally destroy the
Jewish nation. He didn’t realise that his words were prophetic in that the
death of one Man, Jesus as the Son of God, would result in the saving of
many more than just his nation.
The Bible tells us that Jesus died “for the sins of the world”. One death of a
Man without sin would be sufficient to cover the guilt of all the sins ever
committed. Such a sacrifice, however, only becomes effective when we are
willing to confess that we are sinners and seek God’s forgiveness on the basis
of Jesus’ death on our behalf.
We live in the freedom won for us during past wars; we can live in an
everlasting freedom won at that first Easter.
The Rev

May 2022
that he had dropped off the robbers to the location and then took off to seek
the next fare without any prior knowledge of the planned robbery.

Dennis again tested the group when he asked if anyone could recall the year
when “Good Friday” fell on a Saturday until Dennis explained that it was a
racehorse named “Good Friday” that fell during a Saturday race. However,
pending further research it has been suggested that “Good Friday” may have
fallen again at the Irish Grand National on an Easter Monday. No doubt
Dennis will be able to advise if there were two horses named “Good Friday”
on our next trip.
I feel we all would agree that this was a great trip with a new standard set
in the required size of meat cuts for the next BBQ. The trip home was not
without incident either as it appeared to establish the need for a further
debate on if first prize should be drawn first or last in a revised Barrel Draw
policy during Happy Hour at Halliday Shores.

Future Trips:

• April 22 - Eungai Buffalo Farm,
Eungai
• May 27 - Steber Boats, Taree

• June 24 - Pioneer Fish Farm,
Gloucester
• July 22 - Nabiac Inland
Dune Aquifer

TOFS (Touring Old Farts) is an incorporated not for profit
social group for retired or semi-retired men.
Our ages range from 57 to over 90 & we come in all shapes & sizes
and in various conditions of health & fitness.
Our aims include fun, fellowship, education, wellbeing
and male camaraderie.
Interested in joining us? Phone or email me, details below.
TOFS website: https://sites.google.com/site/touringoldfartsinc/
Cheers, John Mead - TOFS MC Liaison Officer
Phone: 0417 007 456 Email: johnmead2430@gmail.com

Hallidays Point
Community Church
Easter at School

The easing of COVID restrictions allowed our
Scripture teachers to run two special Easter assemblies at the local school
during the last week of term. In drama and song, the Easter message of God’s
love and power was able to be presented. In particular, the Easter egg became
a symbol of an empty tomb together with the promise of a life after death.

Special Gift

During the month, the Church Council made the decision to send $5,000 to
support those suffering the ongoing effects of the recent floods. This money
will be distributed by people in the Lismore area who best know the needs
of those in their district.

Hygiene

COVID has raised the awareness of the ease with which disease can be
transmitted. Consequently, a decision has been made to install a dishwasher
in the Church kitchen to ensure proper cleansing of crockery and cutlery
used at Church events. Our thanks to Ric Starr who made the alterations
necessary to accommodate this new addition,

Pastoral Care

Our members are supported by a team of dedicated workers who make
regular contact with them, providing support and encouragement. To aid
them their task, a special seminar was provided at Forster Church with Rev
Clare Wright as the speaker.
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Fishing News

Hey, come on Mother Nature take pity on us as we
are sick of this rain, rain, relentless rain together
with gale force winds and associated huge seas
which have impacted so much on our coastline
and river systems. Where are our usual azure
blue skies, limpid clear waters and tranquil seas
that we usually enjoy in autumn? You mucked up
summer and now you are hell bent to do the same
for autumn.
Has climate change had any impact on the recent weather events? You have to
feel sorry for those whose livelihood depend on it – professional fishermen,
oyster farmers and many in the tourist industry.
A special pat on the back and thanks to the army of locals (and visitors) who
bend their backs to pick up the flotsam and jetsam that litter our shores as
well as other trash that less civic minded people deposit.
Everything to do with fishing has been out of kilter. This time of the year is
transition time when we move from the summer to the winter species of fish.
Mullet make a brief premature appearance forced out by the flooded streams
but most would have returned to rivers, lakes and estuaries for their roe to
mature before returning to the ocean for their long journey north to spawn
and help satisfy the feedings wants of sharks, dolphins, kingfish to name a
few. The summer species numbers are dwindling although a few whiting and
flathead are still being caught. Bream is the prominent fish now with great
catches along the walls and leases of all estuaries and to a lesser extent on the
beaches using mullet strips, pipis, beachworms and prawns.
Wayne and Patrick have had mixed luck with the tailor with some beached
of creditable size up to 60+ cm.

We have composed a map of the Wallis Lake system which is a
complex myriad of islands, channels, sandbanks and leases.
This may assist tourists and fisher people to navigate the area
and also recognise some of the places I have referred to
over the years. Well worth keeping for reference.

And by the way, would someone drown La Nina!!

Good Fishing. Trevor.

Read
'The World of Photography'
on Page 23

Joe’s Corner

Hi everyone and I hope you
are coping with Covid now
that a lot of restrictions have
been lifted.
Easter will be over by the time
you read this article. Helen
and I had a good break from
all the bad weather by going
to the Sunshine Coast while it
rained every day here. We had only 1 day of rain!
Dr Ross had a good time as our Locum and certainly can teach us all a few
tricks. We are hoping he can return in late May as we are going to the AVA
conference on the Gold Coast for 1 week. All play and no work? No, no, no,
the other way around - lots of work and very little time for play!
Please be aware that Diamond Beach Veterinary Clinic is independent of
any other clinics in the midcoast area, but we try to cooperate with all clinics
wherever possible. Diamond Beach Veterinary Clinic is a full clinic and is
well equipped for small animal surgery and medicine. We have the most up
to date digital x-ray system as well as equipment for blood testing, dental and
anaesthetics. We do try to give the best service to our area, but being a one
man practice, it is impossible to do everything.
If you have any enquiries about our Clinic and its services, please email us at
diamondbeachvet@gmail.com.
Look after your best friend and pet. Wishing you all a cosy Autumn and
Winter and keep up the flea and Tick prevention during these periods as well
as Spring and Summer.
Joe Power.

Locals Win Silver
at Dragon Boating National
Championships

Two local residents of Hallidays Point have
been successful at the Dragon Boating
National Championships in Adelaide on
Friday the 8th of April 2022.

Andrea (Annie) Manticas and Sandie Kyle are
part of the Manning River Dragon Boat club
that brought home medals after winning silver
in the Women’s 500 metres, Mixed 500 metres and the 1 km Pursuit Race.
Annie and Sandie are part of the Northern Region State Representative team.
They have trained long and hard over many months.
A morning tea was attended at Waves@Blackhead Café on the 14th of April
to celebrate their achievements. Annie and Sandie attend Bec's Fitness by
the Beach classes at Black Head each Thursday 7.30am to help them with
their fitness regime as well as putting in a lot of hard paddle training on the
Manning River.
Janis Radford
L:R - Sandie Kyle
& Andrea Manticas
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Tallwoods Golf Club
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It seems banal to write about the rain at Tallwoods being
inconvenient for golfers when so many places along
the whole east coast of Australia have continued to be
inundated with catastrophic flooding throughout March
and early April causing huge loss of property, possessions,
livestock, livelihoods and lives.
Similar to the 2019 widespread fires that engulfed all in
their path, including golf courses, so too the floodwaters
have caused significant damage. Once again Tallwoods Country Club has
water damage, but we have again been luckier than some other golf courses.
As it was with fire, smoke and
Covid, the water has also resulted
in Tallwoods golf course closing on
numerous occasions and stay-n-play
bookings being cancelled.
Golf is an outdoor all-weather sport
and on one occasion when the course
was open golfers showed great
determination to walk and play until
the increasingly torrential rain forced
them to surrender.
The golf club members continue to
help with organising working bees,
promoting events and playing when
they can and have become extra
resilient in meeting the succession
of crises affecting our community’s
normally idyllic lifestyle. Many
locals have assisted those in greater
need and at least we can take a
raincheck on a golf game or two or
several.
Many golf clubs have suffered directly with extensive damage and loss. The
Golf NSW Flood Relief Fund has been established to provide much-needed
resources directly to those clubs in need to assist with the recovery and
rebuilding. The NSW Golf Foundation has contributed $100,000 to launch
the initiative.
Some golf has been played at Tallwoods when possible, but many major
events have been cancelled or postponed. It was unprecedented for successive
Monthly Medals to be cancelled in March and April. The Ladies Open Day

had 96 entries ready to go but has been postponed for the second time. The
Stableford Cup has been reduced to three rounds and at the time writing it
has been three times that rounds of the men’s interclub pennant competition
have been washed out and postponed to a later date. The ladies scheduled
pennants hosting day on the 11th of April was also postponed.

Lower North Coast Pennants
The four Tallwoods 2022 pennant teams are sponsored
by The Kranky Goat Restaurant and Waves@Blackhead.
Wauchope won the most-prized pennant in the open
Division 1 category. Tallwoods fielded a team in
Division 1 for the first time ever and came 4th out
of the 6 clubs involved. This was great effort playing
against the best golfers in the district. The other three
handicap divisions have been contested by 8 clubs and
after three postponed rounds the last round won’t be
completed until at least the end of April. All Tallwoods teams have been
very competitive and have at times recorded solid wins. Division 2 had been
leading until a heartbreaking narrow loss to Taree at Port Macquarie on the
10th of April. The course was very wet, and carts not allowed on some holes
for obvious reasons. Our Division 3 and 4 teams were hampered when golf
carts were not allowed in the wet conditions since some of our players with
medical conditions are unable to walk the course.

Ladies Pennants

The ladies pennant team is sponsored by Mix Mechanical at Tuncurry,
Tallwoods Country Club and The Kranky Goat Restaurant and is off to a
great start in 2022. Despite the ordinary weather, in round 1 they defeated
Harrington Waters 5 matches to nil at Kew and followed this up with a 3
matches to 2 win over Port Macquarie at Tuncurry. Eight different players
have represented Tallwoods so far with seven of them recording at least one
win. Denise New has been the star with two fighting wins. At Kew she was
two down with three to play until winning the last three holes for a one up
win then followed this up with a convincing 4 & 3 win at Tuncurry. Janice
Hicks was an inspirational non-playing captain at Kew but played and led
by example to win her important match against Port Macquarie at Tuncurry.
Round1:
left to right Rosanne Ezzy,
Denise New,
Krystyna Aldham,
Michele Miller,
Sue Ireland,
Janice Hicks.

Round 2:
left to right Denise New,
Janice Hicks,
Jo Stephens,
Kerri-Lee Edwards,
Sue Ireland.

Social Activities
The Social Committee (Jo Stephens, Co-ordinator) have continued to run fun indoor events
that aren’t affected by the weather. Ten pin bowling, Ma Jong and trivia are popular. The next
big trivia night at Tallwoods is on the 18th of May and in the meantime Tallwoods teams
have been successful at trivia hosted by Hallidays Point Tavern.

Tallwoods to Relaunch Dragon Day Golf with $500 Hole in One Prize

After several months of frustrating rain Tallwoods Golf Club will relaunch its Dragon Day
Golf (named after the fabulous water dragon lizards on the course) with a massive $500 hole
in one prize. If not won the prize, proudly sponsored by the Hallidays Point Tavern, will
jackpot by $100 per month up to a maximum of $1000.
In addition to the hole in one prize, Hallidays Point Tavern with also provide vouchers for
1st place of $40, 2nd place $35, 3rd place $30, 4th place $25 and 5th to 12th place of $20 each
as well as $10 vouchers for Nearest to Pin on all par 3’s. For those not good/lucky enough to
be a prize winner there will also be a random card draw for an additional 3 x $10 vouchers.
The relaunch date is scheduled for Saturday, 30th April and approximately once per month
thereafter. For more information or to book in for this prestigious event please call the
Tallwoods Golf Professional, Jeff Mendham on (02) 6557 5900. With all the prizes on offer
we are expecting places to fill quickly.
Jeffrey Cutler
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Blackhead
Tennis Club

Blackhead Tennis Club’s Committee is excited
to announce that the club has been awarded an
Office of Responsible Gambling grant of $60,000
for the re-installation of tennis court lights.
The Committee is currently researching options and obtaining quotes to TURN THOSE
LIGHTS ON as soon as possible.
Installation decisions will include options for enhanced security at the Club House where
cameras and one sensor light have been recently vandalized. The good news is that the
defibrillator has been returned once again in working order.
To celebrate the grant funding for our lights, and a Tennis NSW Grassroots grant of $1000 that
we also received recently, members are invited to social tennis on Saturday 30th April 2022
from 1pm. The Club BBQ will be available so BYO food, drinks, utensils and hear about the
light project, have input and socialize with other members - weather permitting of course.
Now that funding for the lights is secured, our fundraising and grant application goal will be
to install a multi-purpose surface on the third court area. As announced at the club’s AGM in
March, Blackhead Tennis Club has an approved project for “Lights and Multi-Purpose Third
Court” with the Australian Sports Foundation. Tax-deductible donations can be made on the
website https://asf.org.au/projects/blackhead-tennis-club.
More information about the Australian Sports Foundation, the project and a link to ‘DONATE
NOW’ can be found on this website. Remember all donations, big and small will help make the
completion of the third court a reality.

Please Show Your Support By Donating Today!
The club would like to thank CLAPA for organising the Vandalism meeting held at Black Head
Surf Club on 12th April 2022. The meeting increased awareness within the community of
the range of anti-social behaviour that has been occurring and the committee members who
attended found it informative and productive. The most important strategy stressed repeatedly
by the Police was to report all incidents to the NON-EMERGENCY POLICE ASSISTANCE
LINE – 131 444.
Thank you to those who have contacted committee members when they have noticed unusual
activity around the tennis courts. Even though the use of the courts for afternoon Soccer
training had been sanctioned by the Committee, it was great that several people contacted us
to make sure we were aware of it. Please continue to report anything suspicious that you see
happening in the vicinity of the courts.
On a sadder note, the community recently said goodbye to Blackhead Tennis Club’s first
president and long-time local, Ted Love. Our condolences to his family and friends.
The extensive drainage works that were conducted at the end of last year have certainly been
tested over the past few months. Our sparkling court surfaces have held up well with all the rain
and often players have been able to be on the courts within an hour of rain stopping.
A re-vamped Community Play program for school age children twelve and under will operate
every Wednesday afternoon during the school term from 3.45 – 5.00pm, commencing 4th May
2022 – weather permitting. Let’s hope the rain doesn’t cause as many disruptions as last term.
The program helps children improve their hand eye co-ordination, which assists them to play
many sports as well as tennis. Modified racquets and balls are provided. The first session is
free then $5 thereafter. This term Tennis NSW is providing Tennis Hot Shot t-shirts to all
participants who sign up to the program.
Children should wear appropriate footwear & clothing, sunscreen, a hat and bring a water
bottle. The program is run by club members who have ‘Working with Children’ clearance.
For more information contact Phil Greenwood (0411 441 819) or Liz Bridges (0407 182 123).
Enjoy your tennis – Blackhead Tennis Club Committee
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Blackhead Tennis Club
to be Illuminated with
$60,000

The Myall Lakes will benefit from $60,000 in community
funding to light Blackhead Tennis Club under the NSW
Government’s Infrastructure Grants program.

Member for Myall Lakes, Stephen Bromhead said the
funding will help make the sport accessible to more people.
“Installing lighting at Blackhead Tennis courts will be a
game changer” Mr Bromhead said.
“The tennis club is growing with more and more people
engaging in tennis, so this will enable that trend to
continue.
“There’s currently no lighting at the courts, but now thanks
to this funding another barrier is removed for people
hoping to take to the courts and hit an ace.”
Blackhead Tennis Club welcome the funding and hope to
encourage more people to pick up a racket and play at their
local court: “We are hoping to start evening competitions
and expand the usage of the club to a wider demographic
once the lights are installed,” Elizabeth Bridges, VicePresident of Blackhead Tennis Club said.
“In the winter in particular, the courts are dark by the time
children get home from school and adults get home from
work making it difficult for people to play during the week.
The new lights will change that.”
Infrastructure Grants are an important part of boosting
the economy and rebuilding struggling communities that
are still feeling the impact of COVID-19.
“This year $12.5 million is available in funding to support
projects which will promote the construction or upgrade of
facilities across the State in sport and recreation, arts and
culture, disaster readiness and community infrastructure,”
Mr Bromhead said.
“Some communities struggled to maintain sports,
cultural and other social activities during COVID-19,
so the funding can back projects that are beneficial for
communities.”
Infrastructure Grants are made possible through the
NSW Government’s ClubGrants Category 3 Fund, which
reinvests a contribution from the state’s registered clubs
gaming machine profits back into community projects.
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Hallidays Point
Pickleball Club

Excellent results at the NSW Open
Pickleball Championships!

Our club was represented by 13 members at the State Championship held at
Abbotsleigh School in Wahroonga on April 9, 10 and 11. Everyone played
well, and our club was commended for their willingness to volunteer in a
variety of roles (including referee, front desk and court monitor). We were
also recognised for our team spirit – we put Hallidays Point on the map!

We were extremely proud of all of our participants;
our group also consisted of Paul Boniface, Leigh Thatcher, Anne Ryall,
Jen Blanche, Tony Hinton and Kim and Andy Smith.

Medal results were as follows:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Kerry-Anne Casserly – Gold in Womens Singles
Jen Taylor – Silver in Womens Singles
Jen Taylor and Sheila Capperauld – Silver in Womens Doubles
David Casserly – Bronze in Mens Singles
Janet Thatcher and Kerry-Anne Casserly – Bronze in Womens Doubles
Liz Bridges – Bronze in Womens Singles
Liz Bridges – Bronze in Mixed Doubles

Black Head Surf
Life Saving Club

May 2022

Congratulations to all the young competitors
from Black Head SLSC who travelled to the
Australian Surf Life Saving Championships
held in early April on the Gold Coast. This is
the largest sporting meet in Australia with over 7000 competitors from surf
clubs from all over Australia.
Out of a field of over 220 competitors,
Izaac Boag and Joel Fleming made it
through to the semi-finals of the Under
17 Individual Swim. As a team, Izaac,
Joel and Jayme Wisemantel made the
board and ski relay. To finish off the
carnival, in the very last event, the
Taplin boys made the final, coming
eighth overall. The order was Joel
swam, Izaac was on the board and to
finish it off, Jayme on the ski. Miley Cox
also made the board final for the Under
13 Girls, coming 14th overall. Huge
efforts for all involved. Huge thank you, too, to the coaches and support
team as well.
On Tuesday night, April 12th, a
community meeting was held at the
surf club to discuss the vandalism
that has occurred in this area over
the last six months. CLAPA ran
the meeting which was attended by
representatives from the Police and
Mid Coast Council. The vandalism
has affected the surf club, the tennis
club, the ocean pool, the headland,
the Community Garden, Edgewater
Shores and the Public Toilet
facilities at Diamond Beach.
Ted Bickford, the Graffiti Buster from Forster, spoke
to the meeting about the importance of young people
being encouraged to take pride in their community
and the steps he has taken to help this happen. Unruly
behaviour can sometimes upset and frighten elderly
people in the Village shopping centre. Some of the
advice given was to use environmental design to
have open areas with good lighting with limited tree
coverage and passive surveillance.

Bowls News

Hallidays Point Ladies in Winning
Grade 3 State Pennant Team

Three of our Hallidays Point ladies, Karen Carlton, Donna
Hampson and Sue Langridge played in the Tuncurry Forster
Sports Women’s Bowling Club team which won the Grade 3 State Pennant.
After winning their section in the preliminary rounds played on Sporties greens on Friday 18th
and Saturday 19th March, the Sporties team progressed to the semi -final at Forster Bowling
Club on Sunday 20th March. A comfortable win, over Gymea Bowling Club, saw the team
reach the final.
The final, against The Rules Club Wagga, was a closely fought event with the score being 35 - 35
after 35 ends. With 7 ends left to play, Nancy Shaw’s team scored 5 shots then Karen Carlton’s
team scored 4 shots, followed by another 4 shots to Nancy’s team to take an unassailable lead.
The final score of 53 - 36 does not indicate how very close the match was.

Photo by John Huckstepp.
The whole Sporties team played beautiful bowls over the entire series of matches. They were
supported by many players from Tuncurry Forster Sports Club and Tuncurry Beach and
Forster Bowling Clubs as well. Congratulations to our local ladies and the whole Sporties
Grade 3 Pennant Team.
Helen Bush (Non-playing Team Manager)

In other news from our club, we unfortunately had to cancel our Open Day
we had planned to celebrate Seniors Week, due to rain and unsafe conditions
on the courts. We are pleased that our club is still attracting new members.
New players are welcome to come down and have a hit – we can provide a
paddle and a welcoming smile! Playing times are back to 2:00 on Tuesday
afternoons, and 9:30 on Thursday and Saturday mornings.
Shiela Capperauld

TELL YOUR FRIENDS
AROUND THE WORLD
View the Hallidays Point
News of Our World on line at:
hallidayspointnews.org

Hallidays Point has kicked off the season with Saturday netball games commencing
at Boronia courts in Forster. We would like to thank our dedicated committee,
coaches and managers for their behind the scenes work before the season started.
This year, Hallidays Point Netball Club is the 2nd largest club participating in the
Great Lakes Netball competition. We are very grateful to have secured sponsorship
for all of our netball teams. The generous support from the following local businesses
enables our club to operate and teams to train, as well as take the court each week.
U8s SET team:
BMC Earthworks Rainbow Flat

The Young Offenders’ Act of 2007 was explained by the Police Officers
present. It is based on fairness with four escalating phases for young offenders
to face before being charged.
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We extend our thanks and appreciation for our 2022 sponsors:
Junior Blue team:
FoodWorks Hallidays Point

U8s SET team:
R&R Property Forster

Intermediates team:
Alesco Senior College

U10s Go Blue team:
Mid Coast Glass Fencing Old Bar

Cadets team:
The Point Cafe Hallidays Point

U10s Go Green team:
Waves@ Blackhead

Ladies Blue team:
Cellarbrations Diamond Beach

Junior Green team:
Waste King Taree

Ladies Green team:
Club Blackhead

The netball competition resumes after the Easter school holidays and we look forward to our U8 SET teams,
and our U6 NET players, commencing their netball programs. Registrations are still being accepted
for our U6s NET players (children turning 5 or 6 years.) Please contact us through our Hallidays Point Netball Facebook site.
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ANZAC Day Dawn Service 2022
Dark clouds and showers held off for another special
Dawn Service sunrise at the Hallidays Point Memorial
on ANZAC Day this year. 500 Plus, Veterans, children,
residents, holiday makers and visitors from afar attended
the service.

It was wonderful to see so many school children and pre-schoolers coming
forward to lay home-made wreaths and rosemary sprigs.
Our MC Peter Hester welcomed attendees reflecting on the evils of war and
horrors in Ukraine. Hymns were led by Warwick Pulsford.

May 2022
Wing Commander David Lavicka gave this year’s address relating Black
Head Bay to Gallipoli Bay and the service so many have given.

We Will Remember Them
Lest We Forget
Special thanks to :
All participants and helpers, Hallidays Point Lions Club, Black Head Surf
Club, Diamond Beach RFS, Dads Army, Hallidays Point School Leaders and
Staff, all our young children who took part, and Hallidays Point ANZAC
Day Committee,
David O’Hara Chairman
Hallidays Point Anzac Day Committee
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Hallidays Point
Sports Club

Our season has kicked off after many
weather delays and we would like to
officially welcome all players, new and
returning.
This year we have 195 players making it our biggest yet!

Big welcome to all our coaches, it is amazing to have you all on board. Being
involved with your kid’s sport is highly rewarding. Our club offers access to
additional training for all our coaches. We look forward to working with you
this season, big thanks to our Coach Coordinator Keryn Brace.

2022 Club Coaches:
• U6/7s – Jess Evans and Sam Dorahy
• U8s Barracudas- Dane Stricker and Dan Petrie,
U8 Barramundi- Rod Yanez and Rohan Knobbs
• U9s Barracudas – Simon Donnellan
and U8 Barramundis - Tom Dutton
• U11s – Keryn Brace
• U13s – Ian Marshall and Tim Stenning
• U14s – Sandy Williams
• U15/16s- Stuart Black and Tim Stenning
• Open Womens – Matt Gordon
• Mens Over 35s- Ian Cheater
• Open Mens – Darren Rowe
We had a successful working bee on April 2nd building benches and storage
for our new change rooms. Big thanks to Ian and Alfie Marshall, Toby
Gollan, Alex Ohma, Matt Gordon, Simon Donnellan, Sandy Williams, Tim
and Sarah Stenning.
Thanks to club sponsors Gnomes Timber and Landscaping for providing
building supplies at cost price.

How else can you be involved in our club?
Help out your coaches by setting and packing up the fields at training and on
Saturdays, help in the canteen. Maybe you could help cleaning our facilities
each week. Every little bit helps! Massive thanks to our new volunteer line
markers this year Mike Cummings, Ken and Warwick Maloney.

Committee from L to R
Matt Gordon, Keryn Brace, Sandy Williams,
Sarah and Tim Stenning, Simon Donnellan

Thanks for Photographs:
16 by James Quiring
4 by John Finnie
2 by John Clucas
1 by David O'Hara

Our committee combined has many years of involvement with this great
club! However, we are getting old (LOL!) as are our kids and therefore some
members may move on from an active role at the end of this season. It's
an ideal time to get involved and learn the ropes on what keeps the club
functioning.
Please consider attending our meetings this year so you can see what is
involved. We have always had the mantra “do what you want to do” find
your niche and passion whether it is an active role with the teams or could
be doing communications, organising uniforms and canteen stock, finding
sponsors, mowing the fields! We would love to hear from you, all committee
meetings are held the second Monday of the month.
All details will be on our FaceBook page or reach to us
on hpsc.soccer@gmail.com.

The World of
Photography
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The Fall of a Giant
The Kodak Story

Everybody changes the world in some way, from the moment they are born.
Some people leave a lasting legacy after making the world a better place and
in doing so, deliver to those around them and further afield, a richer life.
Such a person was a young Rochester Savings Bank employee, George
Eastman. Brought up on the frugality of life in the mid 1800’s, his only
extravagance as he matured was photographic equipment and consumables,
after he became fascinated by the capacity of the ‘new’ photographic process
to capture a special moment of history. That fascination, like so many things
that changed the world, ultimately created history itself and benefited
millions of people in so many ways.
But photography, even by 1870 was still very much an emerging science
and craft; it was expensive, complicated, cumbersome, time consuming and
required lots of skill as it still very much depended upon the photographer
creating a light-sensitive ‘wet-plate’ onsite before the photograph could be
made. And then, there was a limited time to process the glass plate before
it ‘went off’. That’s why photographers of the era, had a portable darkroom
with them, often horse-drawn which also gave them somewhere to sleep
when in the field.
If you want to enjoy some of the world’s great wet-plate photography, captured
by skilled and dedicated photographers, have a look at the marvellous images
of the American Civil War, (1860’s) or the sensational images of the early
gold-rush in Australia. We should treasure these early images that in their
own way are works of art.

Major General
Daniel Sickles
and his staff
following
the Battle of
Gettysburg,
1863

Eastman, himself a keen photographer, thought that there had to be a better
way of creating glass plates and this idea was strengthened by an accident
with the chemicals, that damaged his clothes.
A pre-manufactured and more stable ‘dry plate’ would address that problem
he thought, and from then, he dedicated much of his time to creating dry
plates for photographic use. Stymied in numerous attempts, a solution to
this problem presented itself through the use of gelatine combined with
light-sensitive silver salts. This created what was termed a ‘dry plate’, that also
had much better keeping qualities than a wet plate. That same procedure is
still in use today for cut-film and other sizes.
By 1879, a machine to coat the glass plates, designed by Eastman, had
earned itself a patent; and the rollercoaster had started. It gained enormous
momentum when Eastman opined that photography should be for the
masses, not just a select few and followed up that opinion in 1888 with the
world’s first box camera loaded with enough film for a generous 100 shots.
The Kodak. $25.00 hard-earned dollars, and the simple slogan ‘You Push
the Button, We do the Rest’. And indeed they did: the exposed film, still in
the camera, was posted back to the Kodak factory in New York, (and other
centres) together with a $10.00 payment, and the camera, loaded with a
fresh 100 shots, plus the precious prints arrived back some time later (quite
some time for more remote areas), ready to repeat the popular and highly
profitable process.
By 1900, the Eastman Kodak Company employed 3000 people, with offices
and manufacturing in New York and London and as photography blossomed
worldwide, by 1920 - despite the ravages of WW1 employee numbers had
Continued next page
ballooned to more than 15000.
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Continued from previous page
Never satisfied with the giant strides he was making,
Eastman marketed the first folding Kodak daylight- loading
roll film camera, in 1898. No more journeys to the factory:
purchase the film, load it yourself and if you were clever
enough, process it yourself. Or have the process carried out
through the local drugstore. These concepts brought about
a further tidal wave of success. At the same time, for more
professional use, Kodak was still one of the leading dry glass
plate makers in the world, although many other innovative
brands had joined the market by then, expanding the
science and appeal of photography.
George Eastman, enjoying worldwide success, was more
than generous to his staff, (at all levels) and was a noted
benefactor to the University of Rochester, The Eastman
School of Music, and many other institutions including the
Massachusetts Institute of Technology.
Kodak, universally recognised for film and cameras, did
many highly specialised and good things behind the scenes
including abstract research into such obscure things as
molecular science right through to industrial chemistry.
This latter R&D eventually made the USA more powerful
chemically than any country in Europe, including Germany.
How then could this juggernaut of success, ever get into
financial difficulty or face the ‘impossible’ outcome of
becoming broke?
It was a major blunder in the end that stopped the music
for the great Kodak brand, however many deaths often start
as a slow decline and in Kodak’s case, it was incremental
strategies from about 1965 onwards that weakened the patient
ready for the final outcome forty years later. That included a
disastrous venture into instant images in competition with
Polaroid, which apart from huge development investments,
cost Kodak almost 1-billion dollars in damages (not to
mention legal costs) due to ‘patent infringements’, plus a
refund on the cameras for every customer that demanded
one. But Kodak also had many questionable developments
such as the ‘Disc’ camera and the disastrous ‘Advanced
Photo System, or APS – later, Advantix – both systems lost a
mountain of money and were poorly conceived.
But of course the major unfathomable blunder for such a
smart and innovative corporation, was the eye-popping
decision to virtually ignore the disruptive digital science
technology leading to digital photography in all its forms,
despite one of Kodak’s own engineers, Stephen Sasson
having invented it and demonstrated it to the Kodak
Board in 1975. The board thought it was novel, but who
really needed the thing; they had not only marked out

their territory over the years, but they had also evolved
the various divisions into solid money-makers – amateur,
professional, scientific, medical, entertainment (film for
movies) publishing and base research.
There was a joke doing the rounds at the time that the
Kodak Board, filled with a sense of infallibility, having
seen the digital demonstration, said in any event that it was
almost time for lunch.
Even when the Kodak Board was eventually warned they
were heading towards a steep financial cliff, in the face of
huge digital developments around the world, - especially
Japan, - they felt they had ten more years to adjust. They
did not. With all their cash reserves and patents in so many
areas, including digital photography, they ran out of money
in 2006 and filed for Chapter 11 bankruptcy in 2012. Yet,
here was a worldwide once-powerful organisation which
could easily have dominated the world of digital science,
especially photography and imaging, for the next 100 years
if they had chosen to do so.
Why they did not is an ongoing puzzle with no answers.
None!
(Footnote: Kodak, still located in Rochester, is slowly
recovering from Chapter 11 but they will not and cannot be
the industry giant that they once were. The ‘Fall of a Giant’
can be repeated many times, - just look at Pan Am, once the
world’s largest airline – no more – or the massive GM, now
a shadow of what it used to be. It pays to tread carefully in
this world)
(Footnote 2: I am often asked about the origin of the
word Kodak. It doesn’t mean or stand for anything. It just
came out of George Eastman’s inventive and fertile brain.
He had been seeking a brand that was simple to spell, was
short and easy to remember, and would not be confused
with any other brand. It also needed to sound ‘strong’ and
most words starting with K (or G) do. Weeks of homework
led to “Kodak” one of the great brand names of all time,
now severely diminished. At the height of Kodak’s success,
George Eastman, unmarried and unwell, committed
suicide, leaving a note that said: “My work is now done.”)
(Footnote 3: ‘The Fall of a Giant’ is the working title of
a book I am writing on Kodak, and the amazing world of
photography. Central to who I am. I once had the great
privilege of being an advisor on market matters, to the
Kodak Board in Australia. Unfortunately, they did not take
advice on the approaching tsunami of digital science which
like most tsunamis, was not visible until it was too late.)
Good Shooting, Alan Small
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Be Local,

Hallidays Point / Diamond Beach

6559 3230

Shop Local

Shop 3 Village Square
Hallidays Point
hallidayspoint.ljhooker.com.au

Be Local,
Shop Local

Scooter
Electrical

& Property Maintenance

David Castle

Electrical Contractor License: 206137C

• Commercial
• Industrial
• Residential

Lee Thomas
Electrical

ABN: 71060241783

PH:

0420 390 662

scooterelec77@outlook.com

PO Box 5171 Hallidays Point 2430

After a Reliable Electrician?
Lee Thomas is your local,
reliable electrician serving
the Mid North Coast.
We are happy to visit your
home or business to provide
a free quote on any
electrical requirement.
Call Lee on

0436 280 093

Search Leethomaselectrical
or email:

leethomaselectrical@outlook.com
Lic No: 304250C

A View from Red Head - Photo by Ian Campbell ©

ABN: 31 278 206 021
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There’s Plenty to do in Hallidays Point
Why Not Get Involved?
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TELL YOUR FRIENDS AROUND THE WORLD

View the Hallidays Point
News of Our World on line at:
www.hallidayspointnews.org

HALLIDAYS POINT LANDCARE GROUP

HALLIDAYS POINT
COMMUNITY CHURCH

“An accepting and inclusive church expressing
the love of God in the community and beyond”

Contact Helen Bush 0419 734 934
SERVICES: Sunday 9am

BIBLE STUDY: Mondays 2pm (Peter 0425 206 969)
KIDZ CLUB: each 2nd Friday 3.30pm - School Years 3 to 6
MEN’S FELLOWSHIP: Thursday 8.15am (Don 0419 609 665)
CRAFT GROUP: (Marion Blackley 6559 2738)
OVER 55’S LUNCHEONS: (Marion Blackley 6559 2738)
CHURCH ‘MINGLES’: A Ministry to Singles
SCHOOL SCRIPTURE: (Jo Harford 0414 890 446)

Volunteers are always welcome to help
maintain our local environment.
Working bees at Black Head Mondays and Tuesdays
from 8.am until 11 am. - Contact Alan 0413 482 505
Seascape/Diamond Beach working bees
Fridays from 9.am to11am - Contact Tim 6559 2827

Special events as advertised.

Your Local Club
Supporting
Bowls & Sports
in Our Community

Join us and enjoy our many
activities and social events

Hallidays Point

SENIOR CITIZENS

6559 2923
Hallidays Point Probus

Talks & Chats

Our club meets every first Tuesdayof the month (except January)
at Black Head SLSC - 9.40 for 10am start.
For more information contact Ian Campbell on 0417 928 791
e: cutloose08@hotmail.com
or Norm Maberly-Smith on 0490 858 581
e: amaberlysmith@active8.net.au

Edible Gardens

Pre-School activities
& get together

Tuesdays, 9.30 - 11.30am
at the Community Church

Jessica Watt
0408 144 269

TELL YOUR FRIENDS AROUND THE WORLD

View the Hallidays Point
News of Our World on line at:
www.hallidayspointnews.org

hpsc.soccer@gmail.com

TOFS

The “Touring Old Farts” is an organisation for retired or semi-retired men
We hold monthly outings to places of interest
We welcome visitors
on outings, and hope to see
more residents joining us
Contact: Don Sheffield 0408 672 242
or John Mead 0417 007 456

9.30am 1st Monday of the Month - Contact Peta 0409 884 445

Bingo

Hallidays Point
Play Group

Contact Sandy Williams
0438 323 362

1.00 pm every Monday

Cards / Games

Interested in Joining?

Weprovideasafeandhealthy
environment toplay soccer andcricket

8.00am Mon & Fri, 8.30am Wed. - Contact Galina 0402 880 705

Croquet

Available for Functions and Events

Hallidays Point Sports Club

Baywood Drive Black Head
Over 55s Welcome
Our Activities Include:

4th Wednesday, 10.00am - Contact Peta 0409 884 445
9.45am Thursdays - Contact Jennifer 0438 830 622

Quilting / Craft

2.00pm Thursdays Fortnightly - Contact Sally hpsgi@yahoo.com
9.30 am Fridays - Contact Topsy Marshall 0427 961 436

Art
Bazaar Stall

1st Sunday of Month (Sept to May)

Health & Hygiene protocols are in place at our hall.

Further Information Phone Clare 0403 017 102 or e: boclares@ozemail.com.au

Hallidays Point Play Group

Hallidays Point Community Church, Diamond Beach Rd
Tuesdays 9.30am to 11.30am
Playgroup is a place for you and your children aged 0-6.
Playgroups offer a safe, relaxed environment where you
can find friendship and support. Children are
offered a variety of social, play and sensory experiences
that encourage learning and development.
You are welcome to experience two Playgroup sessions
before joining Playgroup NSW
Membership to Playgroup NSW covers your entire family.
Find us on Facebook - Search Hallidays Point Playgroup.

Hallidays Point Men’s Shed

Hallidays Point Men’s Shed

is a Lions Club Project for Blokes
to do a bit of woodwork, carpentry, etc.
and chat with other like minded blokes.
We meet each Wednesday from 9am in the shed
behind the Community Church on Diamond Beach Rd.

BYO lunch. Cost $2. Contact Jack McDonald
on 6554 3368, 0411 481 892,
email gretamcd@tpg.com.au or just drop in to check us out.

Invites Blokes to do a bit of woodwork,
and chat with other like minded blokes
each Wednesday from 9am in the shed behind the
Community Church
on Diamond Beach Road. BYO lunch. Cost $2.
Contact Jack McDonald on 6554 3368, or 0411 481 892,
email jack.mcdonald@hallidayspointlions.org.au
or just drop in to check us out.
Taree Bridge Club

We welcome experienced and beginner players.
Learn to play classes are available. Closest to Hallidays Point area.
For information: 0490 366 531
or tareebridgeclub@gmail.com.

Hallidays Point Combined
Probus Club

Meets at the Black Head Surf Club on the
first Tuesday of each month (except January)
at 9.30 for 10.00am start.
New members and visitors are welcome to
join in fun and friendship.
Enquiries: Ian Campbell - 0417 928 791
e: cutloose08@hotmail.com
or: John Clucas - 0417 036 550
e: jokay49@gmail.com
Welcomes members and visitors to
enjoy their tennis at the courts
in Wyllie Breckenridge Park next to
the Shopping Centre.
Information on the regular weekly playing groups
can be found at:
https://play.tennis.com.au/blackheadtennisclub
where you can also hire the courts on a casual basis.

OPEN MIC NIGHT @ Black Head SLSC
Third Friday of the month 5 - 9pm
Bar open & sign up from 4pm
Instruments provided. All welcome
More info contact Tim 0438 203 797

LIONS CLUB OF
HALLIDAYS POINT

Lions are an active part of this community and
have been responsible for providing many
facilities in our area. They are people just like YOU!
Lions meet on the 2nd & 4th Thursday of each month:
2nd Thursday 5.30pm at the Senior Citizens Centre
Business Meeting, Members Only
with informal dinner afterwards (optional).
The 4th Thursday is a Dinner Meeting
6.30pm when Partners and Guests are welcome.
Venue is usually at the Black Head SLSC but can sometimes be changed.
Please check with the Secretary.
New members are always welcome, men and women,
so, why not come along and check us out.
Enquiries: Secretary: John Griffiths on 0429 803 487
Membership: Noel McManus 0458 904 149
E: secretary@hallidayspointlions.org.au
www.hallidayspoint.nsw.lions.org.au

